

    
        
          The Sleepy Star Lantern

        

        
        
          Chinmay

        

        
          Published by CDRadiant, 2026.

        

    


​[image: Cover]


​© All rights reserved.



No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.




Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Dedication

Epigraph

Chapter 1: The Fading Stars

Chapter 2: A Sleepy Bear

Chapter 3: The Tiny Guide

Chapter 4: The Mouse in the Clearing

Chapter 5: A Berry Sweet Memory

Chapter 6: Sunbeams and Clover

Chapter 7: The Ticklish Rain

Chapter 8: The Greatest Memory

Chapter 9: Chasing the Shadows

Chapter 10: Home Under the Stars



  	
  	
			 

			
		
    For every child who has ever found comfort in a happy memory, courage in a kind heart, and light in the friendship of those who walk beside them.
May your brightest memories always guide you home.
With warmth,Chinmay

      

    



  	
        
            
            "The brightest light is not always found in the stars. Sometimes, it glows quietly in the memories we share and the friends who walk beside us."
— Chinmay
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Chapter 1: The Fading Stars
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Lila sat on the edge of her wooden porch. She looked out at the thick, green woods. Usually, the trees twinkled with soft light as evening fell. Today, the forest looked unusually dark and quiet.

She unslung the small wooden lantern from her back. The glass panels were normally bright and warm. Now, they looked milky and cold. Lila touched the smooth wood and wondered why the light had vanished.
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Lila glanced up at the vast sky above the trees. The stars began to flicker like tired candles. One by one, the little lights faded away into the blackness. The night felt heavier without their silver glow.

She knew she had to do something quickly. If the stars went out, the forest would fall into a deep sleep. Lila gripped her lantern and prepared to find the missing magic. The woods waited for her in the shadows.
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Lila marched bravely into the circle of tall trees. Her striped lavender leggings whisked through the long, damp grass. The forest felt very still as she walked deeper into the woods.

She patted the side of the dull lantern hanging from her shoulder. "Oh dear," Lila whispered into the quiet air. "Where has your magic gone?" She hoped a friend might know how to fix the cold glass. The path ahead was hard to see in the gloom.
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Chapter 2: A Sleepy Bear
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Lila spotted a familiar shape near a giant oak tree. Barnaby the bear sat on a bed of soft moss. He looked very sleepy as he leaned against the rough bark. 

His blue cap was tilted sideways over one of his gentle eyes. He watched the dim sky and let out a long, heavy sigh. Barnaby did not roar or growl because he was far too tired. The shadows of the oak tree stretched across the forest floor.
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"Barnaby, my lantern has lost its glow!" Lila cried out. She ran toward her friend and held up the milky glass. "The stars are disappearing and the night is too dark."

Barnaby rubbed his eyes and stood up with a slow stretch. He looked down at the small girl and the cold lantern. His movements were calm and steady despite the fading starlight. He gave a small nod to show he was listening to her trouble.
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Barnaby patted his soft tummy and leaned in to see the lantern. He explained that the glass was not broken or dusty. The magic inside the lantern was simply hungry for something special.

"This lantern only shines when it is full," Barnaby said softly. He told Lila that it needed shared happy memories to glow. Without joy and friendship, the panels would stay milky and cold. Lila looked at her empty lantern and thought hard about her happiest days.
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Suddenly, a small green mound at their feet began to wiggle. The moss moved and two warm amber eyes popped open. It was Basil, the mossy creature, waking up from his nap.

Basil shook his round body and stood up on his tiny root feet. He looked up at Lila and Barnaby with a curious expression. A few red berries tumbled from his green fur as he moved. He seemed very interested in the dull lantern and the two friends.
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Basil held a tiny, glowing firefly between his mossy paws. The small bug gave off a brave, golden light to help them see. It was the brightest thing in the dark woods.

"We must find things that make us smile," Basil squeaked softly. He suggested they share their favorite stories to fill the lantern. Lila felt a spark of hope as the firefly danced. They needed to find more joy to bring the stars back to the sky.

8

[image: ]

The three friends started their walk through the shadows of the Whispering Woods. The tall trees looked like giant fingers reaching for the dark sky. Lila held the lantern tight against her moss-green dress. She hoped they could find a spark of joy soon.

Barnaby walked slowly with his heavy paws thumping on the soft soil. Basil stayed close to Lila and watched the dim path. The forest felt very lonely without the stars to guide them.
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