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			Introduction

			We know that the Lord desires to prosper his people (Israel and the church), and because we live in the world, we naturally enjoy prosperity. Yet it’s also evident from history that the dangers facing the people of God are much greater under prosperity than under adversity. God has expertly used the trials and tribulations of affliction, as well as prosperity, during the past six thousand years of human history to deal with the hearts of those whom he will select in the first resurrection to reign and rule with Christ for “a thousand years.”

			Many of God’s people tell me that they can sense by the Spirit that Christ’s return is imminent, yet none of us knows the exact timing of the prophetic events that are about to unfold. God will manage time and events as he sees fit, and it will be in perfect accord with what is written in the Scriptures.

			Up until now, we’ve been able to serve God in our own lives with ministries and natural and spiritual gifts from him. In order to enter fully into the opportunities that are looming on the horizon with remarkable speed, however, we’ll need to make some fundamental changes. We must now abide in the very life of God and in the nature and mind of Christ, leaving the nature of fallen Adam completely behind.

			Jesus operated in this realm. He was beyond gifts, beyond ministries, beyond Pentecost. Jesus was the temple where the Father tabernacled. His heart was completely bonded with the heart of his Father, and thus he did not rely on his gifts or on the ministries of others for guidance. He lived in a realm of unlimited anointing, without limitations, according to the will of the Father. Jesus told us, Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father who is in the heavens is perfect (Matthew 5:48). In Greek, the word perfect is the same as the word for maturity. Our Father yearns for the body of Christ to come to maturity and receive the fullness of the inheritance, the fullness of the Spirit of God.

			When this happens, the bride of Christ (which is equivalent to the body of Christ) will corporately have the same witness as the Spirit, with no discrepancy (Revelation 22:17). Then our enemies will fall in a single day, a time referred to by the prophets as the day of the Lord. The story of Joshua (whose name is the Hebrew equivalent of Jesus in Greek) and the conquest of the Promised Land is really a prophetic picture of how the people of God, in our time at the end of the church age (also known as the age of Pentecost), will enter into the fullness of our inheritance in Christ.

		

	
		
			Chapter One

			From Glory to Glory

			Joshua 1

			1:1a Now after the death of Moses, the slave of the LORD, it came to pass

			Hired servants are paid for their work and can choose to resign. Slaves, by contrast, have an owner. Moses was the slave of the Lord and belonged to him completely.

			1:1b that the LORD spoke unto Joshua, the son of Nun, Moses’ minister, saying,

			Up until this point, the calling of God upon Joshua had been to minister to (that is, to serve) Moses, who was God’s slave. Similarly, Jesus was sent to minister to, or to serve, the lost sheep of the house of Israel, who were in bondage as slaves to sin under the law of Moses. However, the Israelites had not entered slavery voluntarily, and their owners treated them harshly, whereas Moses was God’s very willing slave and knew that he was precious in his owner’s sight.

			The apostle Paul similarly referred to himself as a slave of Christ. You will recall, of course, that when Jesus invited Simon and Andrew to follow him, he told them that he would make them fishers of men. Joshua’s father was named Nun, which means “fish,” and Joshua himself represents those of the body of Christ who have come to maturity under the headship of Jesus after having been “fished” for the Kingdom of God.

			1:2 Moses, my slave, is dead; now, therefore, arise, pass this Jordan, thou and all this people, unto the land which I give to the sons of Israel.

			Note that the sons of Israel were still in the wilderness (or desert) when the leadership was transferred from Moses to Joshua. The wilderness is a type of the age of the church (Feast of Pentecost), and the Promised Land is a type of the age of the kingdom (Feast of Tabernacles).

			Under the leadership of Moses, there had been a very interesting progression. God had delivered his people from bondage in Egypt with a mighty hand and had instituted the Feast of Passover. We know that the real fulfillment of Passover is the sacrifice of Jesus as our Passover Lamb, a sacrifice that took place once and for all. We have been delivered from the bondage of sin, the world, and the Devil by the blood of Jesus Christ. His death and resurrection have accomplished our redemption. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled with God by the death of his Son, much more, now reconciled, we shall be saved by his life (Romans 5:10).

			The children of Israel (like many in the church) had trouble learning to walk in victory. An entire generation of those who were stiff-necked and rebellious died off in the wilderness and never entered the Promised Land even though they were miraculously fed by manna, received water from the rock, and were led by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Their first battles in the wilderness were defensive as they went from camp to camp, traveling round and round the same mountain. By the time they got to camp thirty-eight or so, the Lord began to send them to take the battle to their enemies on offense, culminating in a spectacular victory without losing a single person. After Moses died, Joshua led the people into camp number forty-one at the edge of the Jordan River (if you count the wilderness camps as beginning at Marah after they passed through the Red Sea). The next camp, number forty-two, would be inside the Promised Land at Gilgal.1

			The river Jordan (which means “flowing down”) is a symbol of death in that it flows into the Dead Sea. This reminds us that we cannot inherit the Kingdom of God in our own life. Instead, we must learn to die to our own way, the way of the flesh, and live in Christ, led by the Spirit, because only through him can we receive the fullness of our inheritance.

			1:3 Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses.

			Jesus is the head of the body of Christ, and if we are members of that body, then this promise is for us.

			1:4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites and unto the great sea toward the going down of the sun shall be your borders.

			Lebanon means “white mountain” (Mount Hermon) and is a symbol of the heavenly Sion (Deuteronomy 4:48). Euphrates means “double fruitfulness.” Hittites means “sons of Heth,” a name which means “terror.” We, as Christians, are to inherit all the land of the “terrorists.” The great sea toward the going down of the sun (that is, toward the west) refers to the Mediterranean Sea. In prophetic Scripture, the sea is a symbol of lost humanity.

			1:5 No one shall be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee; I will not fail thee nor forsake thee.

			Though these words are directed at Joshua, they apply to all the members of the body of Christ. The eternal life of Jesus, and his never-ending love for us, means that not only is he alive forevermore, but he will stand with us through all eternity.

			1:6 Be strong and of a good courage; for thou shalt cause this people to inherit the land as an inheritance, which I swore unto their fathers to give them.

			Notice this: it is Joshua (Jesus at the head of the body of Christ) who shall cause this people to inherit the promises of God. This is not something that we can accomplish on our own, even with the gifts and ministries that God has given us in the realm of the “wilderness” of the church age.

			1:7 Only be thou strong and very courageous that thou mayest keep and do according to all the law, which Moses my slave commanded thee; turn not from it to the right hand or to the left that thou may be prospered in all the things that thou doest.

			On the one hand is legalism and on the other is licentiousness. The only way to stay on the right path is to have the law of the Lord written on the tablets of our hearts and to walk in the law of liberty (James 1:25; 2:12), for where that Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty to do the will of God (2 Corinthians 3:17).

			It is one thing to have an individual or two, here or there, walk in the right path. It is quite another thing to move the entire people of God into a higher realm of corporate victory and rest. This is why God dealt with all the disobedient, rebellious Israelites, and they died off in the wilderness. If we enter into the life of Christ, if he removes that which he does not like from our lives and from our hearts, if he passes us over this Jordan that requires the death of the old man, if his life in us is no longer in competition with our old life, if we are flowing in harmony with other believers whom God is moving in the same direction, then we may be prospered in all that we do.

			1:8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate therein day and night that thou may keep and do according to all that is written therein; for then thou shalt make thy way to prosper, and then thou shalt understand everything.

			The only one who has ever been able to keep and do according to all that is written in the book of the law is Jesus Christ. He is the fulfillment of the law. He understands everything. If we have him, we have everything; if we don’t have him, we don’t really have anything at all. The only way to truly prosper and to understand everything is to have Jesus Christ at the very center of our existence.

			1:9 See that I command thee to be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed; for I, the LORD thy God, am with thee wherever thou goest.

			Those who continue to struggle to implement the letter of the law in their own strength will always be afraid and dismayed because they know, in their heart, that they’re just not strong enough. But the promises of companionship, fidelity, and guardianship that God made to Joshua are available to us in Christ. It is very important to have the victory over fear and depression. In the book of Revelation, the fearful and unbelieving are among those who will have their part in the lake of fire (Revelation 21:8). In order for us to have the victory, we cannot rely on our paltry human strength; rather, our sufficiency must be of God, who also has made us able ministers of the new testament, not of the letter, but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

			But if the ministry of death in the letter engraved in stones was glorious, so that the sons of Israel could not steadfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance which glory was to fade away, How shall not the ministry of the Spirit be for greater glory? For if the ministry of condemnation had glory, much more shall the ministry of righteousness abound in glory. For even that which was so glorious had no glory in this respect, in comparison with the glory that excels. For if that which fades away was glorious, much more shall that which remains be glorious (2 Corinthians 3:6-11).

			The fullness of the inheritance that God has placed before us will remain and not fade away: Seeing then that we have such hope, we speak with great confidence, And not as Moses, who put a veil over his face, that the sons of Israel could not steadfastly look to the end of that glory which was to fade away: (And thus their senses became hardened, for until this day remains the same veil not uncovered in the reading of the old testament, which veil is taken away in Christ. But even unto this day when Moses is read, the veil is upon their heart. Nevertheless when they convert to the Lord, the veil shall be taken away) (2 Corinthians 3:12-16).

			The book of Joshua (and many other Scriptures) will not make sense to us if a veil covers our heart so that the meaning of the words cannot reach our heart’s core. Within the church, many attempts have been made to treat the New Testament as law instead of grace, and many of those attempts are still ongoing. We should never forget, however, that while earthly law may bring us our earthly inheritance, only the Spirit of God can bring us into our inheritance in Christ. For the Lord is the Spirit, and where that Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. Therefore we all, beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord with uncovered face, are transformed from glory to glory into the same likeness, even as by the Spirit of the Lord (2 Corinthians 3:17-18).

			Many of those born again into the priesthood of all believers in the church have remained in the realm represented by the Holy Place, where a veil separates them from the presence of God, represented by the Holy of Holies. In this realm, they are illuminated by the light of a lampstand, which symbolizes the Scriptures illuminated by the oil of the Holy Spirit. They feed from a table of showbread, which represents the broken body of Christ that nourishes all the members of the body. The priests of the Holy Place may also tend the golden altar of incense (which represents access by prayer to the throne of God) by reaching their hand through the veil.

			Something essential is lacking in this picture, however, for it is only as we behold the glory of God with uncovered face that we will be transformed from glory to glory, into the same likeness as Jesus Christ.

			1:10 Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying,

			1:11 Pass through the camp and command the people, saying, Prepare food; for within three days ye shall pass this Jordan, to enter in to inherit the land, which the LORD your God gives you to inherit.

			The gifts and ministries of Pentecost that were poured out on the church, starting at the upper room, are described by the apostle Paul as the earnest, or down payment, of the Spirit. They are not the fullness of our inheritance. According to prophecy, we will come into our full spiritual inheritance on the third day. Two prophetic days, consisting of a thousand years each, have passed since Jesus sent us the comforter (the Holy Spirit) as he promised to do. We are now very near the beginning of the third prophetic day, which is also described in Scripture as the day of the Lord. What should we be doing to prepare for this?

			Consider how Joshua prepared: he commanded the officers of the people to instruct their people to prepare food. Jesus gave a similar command to his apostles. He told Peter in particular, “Feed my sheep.” The apostles who were inspired by the Holy Spirit to write the New Testament were responding to Jesus’ command to prepare food to nurture the people of God. In this way, they were to make the people ready to be nourished directly by God and to enter in and receive the fullness of their inheritance in Christ at the proper time. The disciples understood that man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD (Deuteronomy 8:3; Matthew 4:4; Luke 4:4).

			1:12 Also to the Reubenites and to the Gadites and to half the tribe of Manasseh, Joshua spoke, saying,

			1:13 Remember the word which Moses, the slave of the LORD, commanded you, saying, The LORD your God has given you rest and has given you this land.

			To Moses’ dismay, the tribe of Reuben, the tribe of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh had asked to receive their inheritance on this side of the Jordan of death. God granted their request through Moses with one condition: they had to be willing to cross the Jordan with their brethren and help them with the conquest of the Promised Land.

			1:14 Your wives, your little ones, and your beasts shall remain in the land which Moses gave you on this side of the Jordan; but ye, all the mighty men of valour, shall pass before your brethren armed and help them

			1:15 until the LORD has given your brethren rest, as he has given you and they also inherit the land which the LORD your God gives them; then ye shall return unto the land of your inheritance and inherit it, which Moses the LORD’s slave has given you on this side of the Jordan toward the sunrising.

			They had insisted on having their inheritance on this side of the Jordan, that is, on this side of death to the old man and the old nature. Many others have made this choice during the church age. They have great flocks and large institutions and many other things that are so important to them that they have chosen to have their inheritance here and now, instead of waiting for its fullness. Their wives (congregations), their little ones (those who are immature in the faith), and their beasts (those walking in the carnal nature of the natural man) have had to remain on this side of the Jordan. All the mighty men of valor, however, were ordered to cross the Jordan and help their brethren who chose to go with Joshua and conquer the land on the far side of the Jordan.

			1:16 Then they answered Joshua, saying, All that thou hast commanded us we will do, and wherever thou dost send us, we will go.

			1:17 According as we hearkened unto Moses in all things, so will we hearken unto thee; only let the LORD thy God be with thee, as he was with Moses.

			1:18 Whoever rebels against thy commandment and will not hearken unto thy words in all that thou doest command him, let him die; only be strong and of a good courage.

			Joshua 2

			2:1a And Joshua, the son of Nun, sent out of Shittim two men to spy secretly

			Forty years before, Moses had sent twelve spies into the Promised Land beyond the Jordan. They found that the land was excellent and came back with wonderful samples of its fruit. However, ten of the spies took a negative view of the chances of settling in this desirable country. They argued that the giants and other powerful enemies were too strong and that the people of God would be defeated and perish if they attempted to conquer it. Only two spies, Joshua and Caleb, took a positive view and expressed faith that God could give Israel the Promised Land. The majority did not share their faith, with the result that unbelief and disobedience caused that generation to wander in the wilderness for forty years, until only Joshua and Caleb were left.

			Now, prior to crossing the Jordan into their promised inheritance (which was still filled with powerful enemies), Joshua did not have each of the twelve tribes send one spy. He personally selected just two spies and sent them out from Shittim (a word meaning “cedar” or “acasia,” which is the wood that God chose to use for the furniture of the tabernacle). Joshua knew that these two young spies were choice raw material and that God would be able to use them for his sovereign

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			

			
				
					
				

			

		

	