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 Lenggong Valley Spear Artifact :
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i 73,656 years ago.
: 11:52 AM. Late fall. :

i Lenggong Valley in Hulu Perak. Not so far
from 5.0858, 100.9877. :

: Wide meadow under gray clouds. Sparse grass
rustles in a cold breeze. Gray light overhead
offers little warmth. :

: Huddled in the middle sits Young Woman with
furs on her back. In her hand, a spear.

;. Her Mother rushes toward her. :
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:. What mamibu do for daughteri if grayhorn charge? :* :. Mother shakes
head. * :> Give mamibu back bapop’s tombak. We go back to river. Wait there for
bapop and men. By apicoals.

= But Daughter continues to scratch and stab. Mother’s anger increases. **

:. What doing you here? You uncover death layer, slowdumb child. You
uncover death layer and dull tombak. Tombak not for you. Tombak is weapon for
men. Men beat you when they return. Bapop beat you when he returns. :*

:- No mamibu. *

2> Daughter is suddenly crying and clutching even more tightly the spear. Mother
softens. Forgets spear. Strokes Daughter’s hair and wet face.

:. Daughteri is true. Daughteri not so slowdumb. Bapop not beat his dear
daughteri. Bapop give kisses. For running after bapop to give extra tombak. :*
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:. No more kisses from bapop. :*

= Daughter returns to digging earth. Here the topsoil is dark with little more than
grass, determined weeds, and many small stones. Underneath, however, is worse.

Daughter gouges up long gashes of lifeless ash. **
:> Mother looks at Daughter mystified. Then looks more closely at ground. **

: All at once Mother leaps back. Cries out.

:. Earth look back. :*

=2 Mother tries to look again. Again reacts with fear.

:. Earth look back! What you do daughteri? With this tombak? Daughteri, you
do this with bapop’s weapon?

:. Not tombak, mamibu. Do with these eyes. Here and here. 3
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: Where you? Where you been? :*

:. Went to find bapop. To bapop give tombak. To bapop give tombak for more
kisses. .

:. Slowdumb child! Slowdumb child this whole long life! Luck you live now.
Bapop took own tombaks at dawn. Bapop need no other tombak from his slow-

dumb child.

:> Mother tries to grab spear but just as quickly Daughter blocks her, turning away,
still scratching and stabbing the ground. *

:. Daughteri? What goes with you? Out here alone where so little grows?
Danger out here alone without men. :*

:. You here mamibu. :*
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:. Too big, mamibu. *

:. Out here?

:> Daughter shakes her head and points toward distant trees. ™

. There? *
:. There. *

:. Our men went there. :*

:> Daughter nods. *

:. Bapop went there. *
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:. No more men, mamibu. :*
2> Daughter is crying again. =

i You went there? :*

:: Mamibu, no more bapop. :
: We must go there. =

:2 No mamibu. *

:> Mother picks up spear. ™

:- Mamibu go there. ¢
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:> Daughter points to her own two eyes and her own forehead. Then, as if to make her
point, throws aside the spear and begins digging up more ash with her hands, even as
her fingers start to bleed. **

:. Now Mother looks amazed. **

:. Slowdumb child have gift. Many kisses soon bapop give you for this.
Bapop’s chest fill with childpride.

:. No childpride from bapop. No more kisses for slowdumb child. :

= But Mother doesnt hear Daughter. Mother doesn’t notice how dazed Daughter looks.
Mother just keeps circling the design. ™

:. Grayhorn? *

2. Some lines do resemble a rhino. ©* :. Rhinoceros sondaicus
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:. Not grayhorn, mamibu.

:. Not orang hutan treeliver either. Not out here. :*

:> Mother looks toward distant trees as if she might suddenly hear the call of orang-
utans. ** : Pongo abelii * :: The only murmur comes from the grass swaying in the
rising breeze. **

:. Stripeteeth, daughteri! This here is stripeteeth! :

: Again Mother looks up, as if this time prepared to spy an approaching tiger. *
! Panthera tigris corbetti * : But only darkening clouds slash the sunlight. **

:. Bigger, mamibu.

:. Bigger? i
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:> Daughter gently takes back spear. Mother is crying now too. **

:> Just us two left.
:. Slowdumb child. Mamibu go find bapop. :
:. Don’t go mamibu. Not to there.<
:. “For alternate set variants of gestural translations, including alveolar clicks, numer-

ous sibilants, bilabial fricatives, retroflex approximants, pharyngeal consonants, see
19210491-08131982-032367848980, order VI, v.26, n.13. .*
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MALAPROP’S

BOOKSTORE » CAFE

55 Haywood Street | Asheville | 828-254-6734
malaprops.com

Who Said That? ™

“Justice is the first
virtue of social
institutions, as truth

is of systems of
thought.”

1) Ellen Lee DeGeneres
2) John Stewart Mill

3) Aung San Su

4) John Bordley Rawls

5) Robert Gabriel Mugabe
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Nothing of thy religion shall remain
Save fables, which thy children shall disdain.

— Richard Wilbur
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that the wind had something

from the way it now moved
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