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TO DADDY MAXWELLS ARCTIC CIRCLE DINER, WHERE PHILOSOPHERS, ROMEOS, ANGELS, AND I MEET TO EAT, AND WHERE I THOUGHT THIS THING UP AT TABLE NUMBER EIGHT.
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Introduction

Theres not much good news these days. Theres a war going on, the country is divided on the most important issues of the day, and the economy is not great. With all the grief we have to endure, sometimes it helps to learn that there are some worse predicaments we could be in. This is what our book is really all about: how bad things can get, and often do. We document it with examples of the bestI guess I really mean the worstsordid feats, first-rate flops, and the last-place finishes.

My coauthor Sue Sveum and I spent the better part of a year finding them. Among other things, we combed libraries, culling the most demoralizing historical events we could find. The daily newspapers were another source of inspiration, since they are fabulous repositories of todays most depressing news. We also looked beyond the celebrity faade of famous individuals, discovering some had pretty dubious achievements in their past. What a wonderful surprise it was to learn that so many of them are misfits and malcontents, just like the rest of us.

Take General Manuel the Pineapple Noriega for example, one of the worst generals of all time. Remember him, the pockmarked head of state in Panama? When he was defending his nation against the American invasion of 1989, he hid in the Vatican embassy. Within hours of the troops landing, he was on the phone negotiating surrender. He was caught and tried (on drug charges), and hes still in the slammer. Read about him here. Itll make you feel good to know what a better guy you are than him.

People aside, theres inanimate stuff that can also lighten your mood. Take eel-flavored ice cream, or the Yugo (the worst car ever made), or spam from Nigerian conmen. Or have you heard about the golf course in South Africa with 15-foot crocodiles running about? Do you know what the dumbest dogs are? Now you can look it up, right here in this book. You get the gist. In this life where everyone stumbles now and then, some of us need a little assurance that there are people, places, and things worse off than us. Isnt that a relief!

Les Krantz
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People





ACADEMY AWARDS

Most Prominent Losers

In 2002 the Motion Picture Academy finally righted a wrong and gave Peter OToole an honorary Oscar for his body of work. Along with the late Richard Burton, OToole shares the dubious honor of being the most-nominated loser in the acting categories, with seven nominations apiece.

Many of the all-time greats in cinema remain Oscar also-rans, like Greta Garbo, Cary Grant, and Edward G. Robinson, to name just three of the more notable oversights. That said, winning an Oscar doesnt always guarantee lasting fame or decent roles. In the 1930s, Luise Rainer won back-to-back Oscars, but her career effectively ended shortly thereafter, giving rise to the Hollywood legend of an Oscar curse.

Curse or no curse, here are the actors whove racked up the most nominations without ever getting the chance to clasp the gold statuette and thank the Academy through grateful tears:


	Richard Burton: 7 nominations

	Peter OToole: 7 nominations

	Deborah Kerr: 6 nominations

	Thelma Ritter: 6 nominations

	Glenn Close: 5 nominations

	Irene Dunne: 5 nominations

	Albert Finney: 5 nominations

	Arthur Kennedy: 5 nominations



And the following 10 actors have each received 4 nominations: Jane Alexander, Warren Beatty, Charles Boyer, Montgomery Clift, Greta Garbo, Marsha Mason, Claude Rains, Mickey Rooney, Rosalind Russell, and Barbara Stanwyck.





ATHLETIC PERFORMANCES

So Bad It Was Good

All athletes have their ups and downs. No matter how successful they are, there is always the occasional bump in the road. For some its a bad day, for others its a bad season. For a few, its their claim to fame.

Olympic athletes often attract positive attention when they finish last. They are seen as the underdogs, the brave hearts who dare to try, the ones the world is cheering for. Who can forget the Jamaican bobsled team and their spectacular rise to movie fame?

Here is a ranking of record-setting performances and the athletes who might like to forget them:

1. EDDIE THE EAGLE EDWARDS, OLYMPIC SKI JUMPING

1988: The first and only Olympic ski jumper from Great Britain, The Eagle finished in 57th place, second from last. The 58th finisher would have beaten him, but was disqualified.

2. BRUCE THE MOUSE STRAUSS, BOXING

1970s: The Mouse lost nearly 200 of his 250 boxing matches. He was knocked out on every continent, one time twice in the same night, under two different names.

3. ANGELO SPAGNOLA, GOLF

Won the Worst Prize in his Florida clubs Avid Golfer Contest by shooting a 66on one hole, the infamous 17th, at Jacksonvilles TPC at Sawgrass. On the 12th green, he shouted to a heckler that hed give up his new Mercedes just to get a triple-bogey. His 18-hole score: 257.

4. JOE SULLIVAN, BASEBALL

1893: While 4 or 5 errors a season is acceptable, some players keep their jobs with a dozen or more. The Washington Senators Sullivan, however, committed 106 errors in one season, a record that still stands more than 100 years later. It was rumored fans came to the ballgame as much to watch Joe drop the ball as they did to see the game. That year the Senators set an attendance record.

5. KERRY COLLINS, AMERICAN FOOTBALL

2001: This New York Giants quarterback holds the title for the most fumbles in one season. He had 23. The average number in the NFL is between 2 and 3.
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Eddie The Eagle became Eddie the celebrity when the Olympics were over. His qualifications for the British Olympic ski jumping team? No one else applied. He finished in 57th place (second from last)the 58th finisher would have beaten him, but was disqualified.





6. JAMAICAN BOBSLED TEAM

1988: The first Winter Olympics entry for this tropical island, the team was unable to practice on ice due to the tropical climate at home. Their grit and determination made them a crowd favorite. Their skills and training, however, delivered no better than a last-place finish, but garnered a 1993 Disney movie about them, the smash hit Cool Runnings.

7. DAVE SCHULTZ, HOCKEY

1974: One of the Broad Street Bullies of the Philadelphia Flyers, Schultz was know as The Hammer by his fans. Living up to his image, he set a record for most penalty minutes, 472 in one season.

8. ERIC THE EEL MOUSSAMBANI, OLYMPIC SWIMMING

2001: One of the few athletes ever to represent Equatorial Guinea at the Olympic games, The Eel swam the 100-meter freestyle race in 1:52.07, a full minute slower than the world record. He finished last.

9. ANTHONY YOUNG, BASEBALL

1993: This pitcher set a major league record of 0-27 while with the New York Mets in 1993. Traded to the Cubs in spring 1994, he won his next two starts.

10. MARIO MENDOZA, BASEBALL

1974-82: While playing for three major league teams, this infielder had a consistently low batting average (around .200) that became known as the Mendoza Line, a statistical mark to avoid.





AUTHORS

The Most Boring Writers

Although most academics hail Fyodor Dostoevsky as one of the all-time literary greats, the Russian novelists gloomy fiction left vitriolic critic H. L. Mencken ice cold. Never one to pass up an opportunity to topple sacred cows, the writer known as the Bard of Baltimore listed Dostoevsky as one of the literatures ten most boring authors.

Such pronouncements are vintage Mencken. During a career that spanned nearly 60 years, Mencken took aim and fired at everything from politics to religion with gleeful nastiness. While he occasionally praised writers such as Theodore Dreiser and Sinclair Lewis, he panned American icons like Hemingway and Faulkner. But at least Mencken spared them the indignity of being listed with the following most boring authors (listed in alphabetical order), whose ranks include two Nobel Prize winners for literature:


	Bjornstjerne BjornsonNorwegian poet. Winner of the 1903 Nobel Prize in literature.

	Robert BrowningEnglish poet/playwright best known for Dramatis Personae.

	James Fenimore CooperAmerican novelist best known for Last of the Mohicans.

	Fyodor DostoevskyRussian existentialist novelist whose books include Crime and Punishment and The Brothers Karamazov.

	George EliotEnglish novelist whose novels include Middle-march and Silas Marner.

	Johann Wolfgang von GoetheGerman writer/poet/ scientist/humanist whose works include the epic poem Faust.

	Selma LagerlofSwedish novelist. Winner of the 1909 Nobel Prize in literature.

	D. H. LawrenceBritish novelist whose books include Sons and Lovers and Lady Chatterleys Lover.

	Eden PhillpottsBritish novelist and poet who wrote extensively about the Dartmoor region in the county of Devon.

	10. Gertrude Steinavant-garde American writer/poet probably best known for her Paris salons and enduring partnership with Alice B. Toklas.
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Robert Browning, the English poet and playwright best known for Dramatis Personae, is among the top-10 most boring writers of all time.







BASEBALL PITCHERS

Most-Losing Major League Hurlers

One of the true giants of American baseball, Hall of Fame player Denton True Cy Young won 511 games during his careermore than any other player in the sports history. Youngs legendary brilliance on the mound led to the creation of the Cy Young Award, given annually since 1956 to the best pitcher.
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American baseball Hall of Fame player Denton True Cy Young holds the record among major league pitchers for the most games lost, 316.



For all his achievements, however, Young also heads the list of pitchers whove lost the most games in the sports historya whopping 316, to be exact. Of course, hes in very good company, since the following list of 10 losers, ranked in terms of most defeats, includes no less than 8 pitchers in the National Baseball Hall of Fame (asterisks):

1. Pitcher: Cy Young; Losses: 316*

2. Pitcher: Pud Galvin; Losses: 308*

3. Pitcher: Nolan Ryan; Losses: 292*

4. Pitcher: Walter Johnson; Losses: 279*

5. Pitcher: Phil Niekro; Losses: 274*

6. Pitcher: Gaylord Perry; Losses: 265*

7. Pitcher: Don Sutton; Losses: 256*

8. Pitcher: Jack Powell; Losses: 254

9. Pitcher: Eppa Rixey; Losses: 251*

10. Pitcher: Bert Blyleven; Losses: 250







BASKETBALL BAD BOYS

Most Personal Fouls in the NBA

During his stellar, 20-year career in the NBA, the 7-foot 2-inch Basketball Hall of Fame inductee Kareem Abdul-Jabbar set some astonishing records for the game. No other player in the NBA has logged more minutes on the court (57,446), scored more points (38,387) or made more field goals (15,837). Named the NBAs Most Valuable Player six times, the basketball legend also tops another, less trophy-worthy list: the NBA player whos racked up the most personal fouls over the course of his career. However, its unlikely that Jabbar will retain first place on the list much longer, given Karl Malones hyper-aggressive brand of play. In 2001, readers in a USA Today poll named Malone the dirtiest player in the NBA in dubious tribute to some of the stunts hes pulled on the court. But for now, Malone must settle for second place on the following list of basketball players with the most personal fouls as of 2004:
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Los Angeles Lakers Kareem Abdul-Jabbar set many NBA records, including the most personal fouls: 4,657.



1. Player: Kareem Abdul-Jabbar; Personal Fouls: 4,657

2. Player: Karl Malone; Personal Fouls: 4,462

3. Player: 3.Robert Parish; Personal Fouls: 4,443

4. Player: Charles Oakley; Personal Fouls: 4,413

5. Player: Hakeem Olajuwon; Personal Fouls: 4,383

6. Player: Buck Williams; Personal Fouls: 4,267

7. Player: Elvin Hayes; Personal Fouls: 4,193

8. Player: Otis Thorpe; Personal Fouls: 4,146

9. Player: Kevin Willis; Personal Fouls: 4,047

10. Player: James Edwards; Personal Fouls: 4,042







BRITISH MONARCHY REIGNS

The Shortest-Time Rulers of Great Britain

On the British throne 52 years and counting, Queen Elizabeth II shows no signs of stepping down anytime soon to let Prince Charles become king. If she can hold out to 2015, shell beat Queen Victorias record of 63 years as the longest-reigning British monarch in history. Poor old Charles will probably have to forcibly pry that royal scepter from Mummys hands if hes ever going to fulfill his royal destiny without benefit of a walker! Back in the day of court intrigue and Byzantine plots to take the throne, British monarchs had a difficult time holding onto their day jobs. For every Queen Elizabeth II or Queen Victoria, there were kings and queens who barely had time to try on the crown before they were gone, either by assassination or choice, as in the case of Edward VIII, aka The Duke of Windsor, who famously gave up being king to marry American divorce Wallis Simpson in 1936.
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Queen Jane? If you dont remember this British monarch, it may be because she lasted just nine days, the shortest reign in British history.



Here are the ten British monarchs who reigned briefest:

1. Monarch: Jane; Date(s): 1553; Length of Reign: 9 days

2. Monarch: Edward V; Date(s): 1483; Length of Reign: 75 days

3. Monarch: Edward VIII; Date(s): 1936; Length of Reign: 325 days

4. Monarch: Richard III; Date(s): 1483-85; Length of Reign: 2 years

5. Monarch: James II; Date(s): 1685-88; Length of Reign: 3 years

6. Monarch: Mary I; Date(s): 1553-58; Length of Reign: 5 years

7. Monarch: Mary II; Date(s): 1689-94; Length of Reign: 5 years

8. Monarch: Edward VI; Date(s): 1547-53; Length of Reign: 6 years

9. Monarch: William IV; Date(s): 1830-37; Length of Reign: 7 years

10. Monarch: Edward VII; Date(s): 1901-10; Length of Reign: 9 years







CELEBRITY ATTIRE

The Worst Duds

According to the nasty Mr. Blackwell, self-appointed chief of world fashion police, Cameron Diaz looks like she was dressed by a colorblind circus clown. Think thats harsh? The giggly actress gets off easy compared to fashion designer Donatella Versace, whom Blackwell lambasts as a flash-fried Venus, stuck in a Miami strip mall. Me-ouch!

Since 1960, Mr. Blackwell (real name: Richard Seltzer) has been spewing his special brand of vitriol at celebrities who commit unpardonable fashion faux pas. That inaugural year, he took aim and fired at Lucille Ball, Brigitte Bardot, and Shelley Winters, among other unfortunates. Since then, he has tossed off bitchy quips at everyone from quirky trendsetter Diane Keaton (Dowdy, dumpy and frumpy!) to cross-dressing basketball star Dennis Rodman (In fishnet and feathers, hes a unisex mess.). Whether you agree or disagree with his withering assessments of celebrities wardrobe choices, Mr. Blackwell never fails to ruffle more than a few featherseven if feathers are so over as a fashion accessory!

Here are the celebrities who had the dubious honor of topping Mr. Blackwells annual Worst Dressed list for the last ten years:

1. CAMILLA PARKER-BOWLES, 1994

Packs the stylistic punch of a dilapidated Yorkshire pudding!

2. HOWARD STERN, 1995

Your Miss America looks like Godzilla impersonating Gypsy Rose Lee.

3. DENNIS RODMAN, 1996

In fishnet and feathers, hes a unisex wreck.

4. THE SPICE GIRLS, 1997

They are the only spices on the planet that have no taste.

5. LINDA TRIPP, 1998

A shaggy sheep dog in drag.

6. CHER, 1999

A million beads and one overexposed derriere.

7. BRITNEY SPEARS, 2000

Her bra-topped collection of Madonna rejects are pure fashion overkill!

8. ANNE ROBINSON, 2001

Looks like Harry Potter in drag. A Hogwarts horror!
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Camilla Parker-Bowles, Prince Charless wife, is seen at Westminster Abbey in London in her usual dreadful attire, firmly establishing her place at the top of the worst-dressed list.



9. ANNA NICOLE SMITH, 2002

Dont bother with a new designer, Anna, just hire a structural engineer.

10. PARIS HILTON, 2003

Grab the blinders, here comes Paris. From cyber disgrace to red carpet chillsshes the vapid Venus of Beverly Hills!





CELEBRITY FALLS FROM GRACE

PR Nightmares Personified

Lately, it seems rock singer/actress Courtney Love has spent more time in the courtroom than the recording studio. The grunge rock icon and full-time bad girls constant legal troubles have become a tabloid staple, right up there with Elvis sightings and alien babies. While Love has become the poster child for celebrity bad behavior, shes hardly alone in her legal woes, as the following alphabetical list of celebrities whove fallen from grace indicates:

1. KOBE BRYANT

Charismatic, articulate, and handsome, LA Laker phenom Bryant seemed to have it alluntil a 19-year-old girl accused him of raping her in a Colorado hotel room in 2003. He admitted to adultery, but claimed the sex was consensual. The he said, she said case was dismissed after the accuser decided she was unwilling to take the stand.

2. ALLEN IVERSON

In the battle of basketball bad boys, Allen Iverson caused a stir off the court when he was charged with 14 offenses in 2002 after storming into an apartment building looking for his wife. He faced 65 years in jail if found guilty, but two key witnesses refused to testify and all charges were dropped.

3. BEN JOHNSON

The Canadian track and field star set a world record in the 100 meters, winning gold for his country in the 1988 Summer Olympics. After he tested positive for steroids, Johnson was stripped of his gold medal and banned from the sport for life.

4. R. KELLY

R & B singer R. Kelly went from singing for his supper to singing the blues when he was charged with 12 counts of child pornography in 2002. He had several prior brushes with the lawfor his brushes with young girls. Although his taste in women tends to run to jailbait, at least he believed in matrimony. He married fellow singer Aaliyah when she was still the tender age of 15.

5. GEORGE OLEARY

Appointed to the dream job of head football coach at Notre Dame in 2004, OLeary lost his job with dizzying speed after it was discovered that he did not have a masters degree from NYU or three football letters from New Hampshire as he claimed. He may have been a good coach, but he didnt learn the game on the field. In fact, he didnt play a single game in college.

6. PETE ROSE

If you were a betting person, would you put your money on Pete Rose getting into the Baseball Hall of Fame? One of the best ballplayers in the history of the game, Rose fell from grace when he was accused of betting on his own team. For years he denied the charges, but he has recently confessed and asked for forgiveness.

7. WINONA RYDER

Was it a desperate need to match a new purse to her pumps that prompted Winona Ryder to shoplift more than $5,000 worth of merchandise from Saks Fifth Avenue? Or was it the thrill of the adventure? Whatever the reason, Ryder was convicted in 2003 and sentenced to three years probation and a fine of $10,000.

8. O. J. SIMPSON

Football great turned Hertz Rent-A-Car pitchman, O. J. Simpson became a pariah after he was arrested for the murder of his exwife and her friend. Although found innocent by a jury of his peers, O. J. was convicted by the jury of public opinion.

9. MARTHA STEWART

In 2003 the domestic divas tastefully decorated world collapsed when she was accused of conspiracy and obstruction of justice in an insider stock trading case. Convicted in 2004, the queen of gracious living was sentenced to five months in prison.

10. MIKE TYSON

The heavyweight champion had the world by the tail. Then he was convicted of rape, and everything fell apart. Wife Robin Givens admitted she was afraid of him and they divorced. Oh yeahand he bit off a portion of his opponent Evander Holyfields ear during a boxing match. Hmm. What do you think hell be most remembered for?





CELEBRITY MARRIAGES

Short Stuff, from Altar to Falter

While a celebritys performance endures for eternity once it is caught on film or videotape, many of their marriages have a considerably shorter duration. Falling in love is easy in the fantasy world of Hollywood, but the pressures of stardom and the pressures of marriage are not a match made in heaven. Heres a few less-than-heavenly matches, ranked by duration, that looked so promising at first, but a month or two latermake that a day or two later

1. ROBIN GIVENS AND SVETOZAR MARINKOVIC, 1 DAY

Always attracted to athletes, the actresss marriage to her tennis coach lasted a day. A 1988 marriage with boxer Mike Tyson lasted 11 months.

2. BRITNEY SPEARS AND JASON A. ALEXANDER, 55 HOURS

Carried away by the glitz and glamour of Las Vegas, these childhood friends said their wedding vows and agreed to an annulment just over 2 days later.

3. CARMEN ELECTRA AND DENNIS RODMAN, 9 DAYS

A $75 Las Vegas wedding in 1998 couldnt buy happiness for the Baywatch sexpot and the cross-dressing basketball star, who called it quits after nine days.

4. DREW BARRYMORE AND JEREMY THOMAS, 19 DAYS

Barrymore learned a lot about choosing a mate. Her next marriage after this 19-day affair was a marathon, comparatively speaking (see # 8).
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Drew Barrymore was married once for 19 days and another time for 5 months, which earned her two spots on the list of celebrity marriages with the shortest durations.



5. R. KELLY AND AALIYAH, 3 MONTHS

The singers made sweet music for just three months in 1994 before the courts discovered that Aaliyah lied about her age on the marriage certificate. She was 15.

6. LISA MARIE PRESLEY AND NICOLAS CAGE, 3 1/2 MONTHS

Saying the 2001 marriage was a big mistake, the pair split. Compared to Presleys 1994 marriage to Michael Jackson, it still looked like a match made in heaven. That bizarre union lasted a whopping 20 months.

7. COLIN FARRELL AND AMELIA WARNER, 4 MONTHS

Instead of a ring, Farrell ended the 2001 ceremony by getting his brides name tattooed on his finger. Four months later, he was investigating dermatologists who specialize in tattoo removal.

8. DREW BARRYMORE AND TOM GREEN, 5 MONTHS

This 2001 union marks Barrymores second entry on this list and was a record for her. Her previous marriage to Jeremy Thomas lasted only 19 days.

9. SHANNEN DOHERTY AND ASHLEY HAMILTON, 5 MONTHS

Short marriages are the norm for these two love zealots, whose 1993 union lasted only 5 months. Doherty moved on to a 9-month marriage to Rick Salomon.

10. JENNIFER LOPEZ AND CRIS JUDD, 10 MONTHS

Known for her short relationships, Lopez lasted 10 months with Judd in 2001. Before that, she lasted 13 months with first husband Ojani Noa, and never actually made it to the alter with fianc Ben Affleck.

10. JIM CARREY AND LAUREN HOLLY, 10 MONTHS

Already fighting before the 1996 ceremony, Carrey says he and his bride should never have said I do. It took only 10 months for them to say I dont.





CELEBRITY PHOBIAS

Oddest Fears of the Scared and Famous

When it comes to irrational fears and anxieties, F. Scott Fitzgerald was right: The rich are different from you and me. Take Billy Bob Thorntonthe Oscar-winning actor/writer/director is a walking compendium of strange phobias. In addition to suffering from chromophobiathe fear of bright colorsThornton admits that antiques give him the willies! And you thought Woody Allen was a basket case!

Today, in this age of full disclosure, celebrities think nothing of sharing their innermost fears and anxieties with the media. Here are ten celebrities, listed in alphabetical order, in the grip of unusual or little-known phobias, as reported by Buck Wolf at ABCNews.com:

1. WOODY ALLEN

Cinemas reigning urban neurotic claims he fears just about everything, but he may really have anhedonia, which is the inability to feel pleasure.

2. DAVID BECKHAM

The British soccer superstar suffers from ataxophobia, or the fear of disorder. Everything is color coordinated in his closets and arranged just so.

3. SID CAESAR

The comic struggles with tonsur-phobia: a fear of haircuts.

4. JOHNNY DEPP

Clowns strike fear in the heart of the movie star, who suffers from clourophobia.

5. DAVID GEST

Afflicted with phonophobia, Liza Minnellis ex-husband/record producer dreads the sound of the phone ringing.

6. ALFRED HITCHCOCK

The Master of Suspense reportedly couldnt stand to see or eat eggs. His malady? Ovophobia.

7. LYLE LOVETT

The lanky country singer/actor is said to fear cows.

8. ELLE MCPHERSON

The Australian supermodel/ Sports Illustrated swimsuit model is terrified of radiation in the skies. When flying, she wraps her newborn in a lead-lined coat to protect him from deadly rays.
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Alfred Hitchcock, an ovophobia sufferer, had all the classic symptoms of this rare and obviously quirky phobiahe couldnt stand to see or eat eggsearning him a place on the list of the oddest fears of the scared and famous.



9. ROGER MOORE

Firing a gun leaves the former James Bond star shaken and stirred.

10. CHRISTINA RICCI

Houseplants unnerve the actress, who also worries that sharks will attack her through a secret hole in a swimming pool.





CELEBRITY SUICIDES

I am leaving you because I am bored.

An Oscar-winning actor whose autobiography was entitled Memoirs of a Professional Cad, George Saunders exuded world-weary sophistication in all of his movieseven The Jungle Book, in which he provided the voice of the evil tiger Shere Khan. So when he committed suicide in 1972 by swallowing a bottle of pills, few were surprised by the note he left behind: Dear World, I am leaving you because I am bored.

By overdosing on barbiturates, Saunders chose a relatively civilized way to end it all, particularly in comparison to the methods chosen by the following celebrities. Here, in alphabetical order, are ten celebrities who committed suicide under bizarre and unsettling circumstances. Not included is Marilyn Monroe, whose death was never officially deemed to be by suicide, although there are suspicions she took her own life.

1. CLARA BLANDICK

Best known for playing Auntie Em in The Wizard of Oz, Blandick later swallowed sleeping pills and tied a plastic bag over her head.

2. ALBERT DEKKER

A character actor and outspoken critic of Joseph McCarthy, Dekker was found dead with a noose around his neck, hypodermic needles in each arm, and obscenities scribbled in lipstick across his torso. It was ruled a suicide, but some questions persist.

3. PEG ENTWISTLE

A struggling actress in 1930s-era Hollywood, Entwistle leapt to her death from the H on the giant Hollywood sign.

4. ELIZABETH HARTMAN

In an eerie case of life imitating art, the actress jumped to her death, just like the character she portrayed in the 1966 film The Group.

5. MARGAUX HEMINGWAY

On the 35th anniversary of her grandfather Ernest Hemingways suicide, the actress/model took an overdose of sleeping pills.

6. MICHAEL HUTCHENCE

The lead singer of the popular Australian rock group INXS hung himself with his belt in his hotel room.

7. TERRY KATH

A member of the band Chicago, Kath killed himself playing Russian roulette.

8. FLORENCE LAWRENCE

The first movie star of the American silent screen, Lawrence took a fatal dose of poison in her Beverly Hills home.

9. FREDDIE PRINZE

At the height of his fame in the hit sitcom Chico & The Man, the profoundly depressed actor shot himself in the head.

10. GIG YOUNG

Three weeks after getting married to a much younger woman, Young shot his wife to death and then turned the gun on himself.





DEATH BY DRINK

Alcohol-Related Celebrity Deaths

When he died at 39 from alcohol poisoning, Welsh poet Dylan Thomas most certainly did not go gentle into that good night, to quote one of his most famous lines. He was merely adding his name to the voluminous list of writers, artists, musicians, actors, and dancers whove literally drunk themselves to death over the years. For rock stars especially, to crash and burn in an alcoholic haze is like some perverse rite of passage. Here are ten celebrities, listed alphabetically, who died from alcohol-related causes:


	Jon Bonham, drummer, Led Zeppelin

	Truman Capote, novelist/ essayist

	Alexander Godunov, ballet dancer/actor

	Lorenz Hart, lyricist

	Billie Holiday, jazz singer

	William Holden, Oscar-winning actor

	Jack Kerouac, beat novelist

	Edgar Allan Poe, writer/poet

	 Dylan Thomas, poet/novelist

	Dennis Wilson, musician, The Beach Boys




[image: image 10]

EDGAR ALLAN POE 1809-1849

A famous drunk, and dead by his 40th year, 19th century poet and writer Edgar Allan Poe is among a stellar list of artists and writers who died by drink.







DICTATORS TODAY

Biggest Bullies and Butchers

Except for die-hard Baathist loyalists and government cronies on the take, most Iraqis celebrated the end of Saddam Husseins brutal reign of terror, which had begun in a bloody purge of political enemies in 1979. Over the next 25 years, Hussein gassed, tortured, and murdered thousands to consolidate his power, all the while proclaiming that he was leading his terrified subjects on to greater glory.

Husseins delusions of grandeur crashed and burned with the arrival of U.S.-led forces in Iraq in March of 2003. No longer the swaggering tyrant, he is now just another war criminal like Serbias Slobodan Milosevic, aka The Butcher of the Balkans. But for every brutal dictator overthrown or assassinated, scores more wield absolute dominion over millions of oppressed people worldwide. In 2004, writer David Wallenchinsky compiled a list of the 10 worst living dictators for Parade magazine. Here are his choices, which he ranked with the assistance of human-rights organizations such as Amnesty International and Reporters Without Borders:

1. KIM JONG II OF NORTH KOREA

Under his decade-long rule, North Korea continues to be the most repressive regime in the world. Many North Koreans are starving while Kim Jong II spends billions to develop his countrys nuclear weapons program.

2. THAN SHWE OF BURMA

A shadowy figure who flies under the radar, General Than Shwe is a hard-line military dictator whose forces include more child soldiers than anywhere else in the world. Under his rule, Nobel Peace Prize-winner Aung San Suu Kyi has been under house arrest for most of the past fourteen years.

3. HU JINTAO OF CHINA

Although China has emerged as an economic powerhouse in recent years, Jintao maintains rigid control over the countrys media and strictly monitors Internet use. Nearly half a million Chinese serve re-education sentences in harsh labor camps.

4. ROBERT MUGABE OF ZIMBABWE

Elected prime minister of Zimbabwe in 1980, Mugabe stops at nothing to maintain his power. An estimated 70,000 people have been killed, tortured, or displaced since he took office. In recent years, hes taken farms owned by whites and given them to his supporters.

5. CROWN PRINCE ABDULLAH OF SAUDI ARABIA

Saudi women are virtual chattel under Crown Prince Abdullah, whos been the oil-rich countrys ruler since 1995. In addition to being denied the right to vote, women cannot testify in divorce proceedings. Torture is quite common in Saudi Arabia, where many get arrested without rhyme or reason.

6. TEODORO OBIANG NGUEMA OF EQUATORIAL GUINEA

Sitting atop vast oil reserves, Nguema pockets most of the money pouring into his country while 60 percent of the people live in miserable poverty. Believing himself divine, Nguema ordered the state-controlled radio to announce that he can kill anyone he wants without fear of eternal damnation.

7. OMAR AL-BASHIR OF SUDAN

Since seizing power in a military coup in 1989, Al-Bashir has disbanded the Sudanese government and presides alone over this civilwar-torn country. While millions die, Al-Bashir extends sanctuary to terrorists. He also bombs non-Muslims and induces famine to undermine opposition to his regime.

8. SAPARMURAT NIYAZOV OF TURKMENISTAN

You cant turn around in Turkmenistan without seeing the flattering likeness of Niyazov in statues, billboards, and currency. Religious and ethnic minorities particularly suffer under Niyazov, who rules uncontested since there are no opposition parties.

9. FIDEL CASTRO OF CUBA

Still going strong since coming to power in 1959, Castro recently sentenced several political dissidents to lengthy prison terms. Its merely the latest in a long and terrible line of human-rights abuses Castro has committed in this country of one-party, one-man rule.

10. KING MSWATI III OF SWAZILAND

At 18, Mswati assumed the throne of this absolute monarchy and announced that he was basically above the Swazi law. Although he gave his royal consent to the creation of a constitution, said document forbids political parties, creates debtors prisons, and makes any criminal offense punishable by death.





DUMBLY DEPARTED

Most Outlandish Demises of All Time

Each year, writer Wendy Northcutt pays posthumous tribute to the dumbly departed in the Darwin Awards, a compilation of the most embarrassing and ridiculous ways people accidentally kill themselves. A perversely funny tribute to Charles Darwin, the father of evolutionary theory, the Darwin Awards commemorate those who improve our gene pool by removing themselves from it. For instance, there was the drunken couple who ignored repeated warnings and let passion overtake them while lying in the middle of the street, where a bus promptly ran over them in a fatal case of coitus interruptus. Or how about the rocket scientist who died while reportedly trying to open a hand grenade with a chainsaw? The mind boggles at the sheer idiocy of these poor dead saps, but at least theyre rubbing elbows in purgatory with the following ten historical figures who died under extremely embarrassing circumstances. In alphabetical order, they are:

1. AESCHYLUS

The ancient Greek playwright died around 500 BC when an eagle dropped a tortoise on his noggin. Apparently, the eagle mistook the playwrights bald head for a rock.

2. ATILLA THE HUN

On his wedding night, he got so drunk he didnt realize that his nose was bleeding profusely. Mrs. Hun awoke the next morning to find the groom dead, drowned in his own blood.

3. SIR FRANCIS BACON

To see if snow would preserve meat, the 17th century philosopher/statesman/scientist killed a chicken and then spent hours in a snowstorm trying to stuff the carcass full of snow. When it was all over, there were two bodies in the snow.

4. TYCHO BRAHE

In 16th century Denmark, it was considered rude to leave a banquet table before the meal had ended. The heavy-drinking astronomer suffered in polite agony rather than excuse himself to heed the call of nature. As a result, his bladder burst and he died a slow and painful death.

5. JIM FIXX

The author of the late seventies bestseller The Complete Book of Running touted running and a healthy diet as the key to longevity. He died from a heart attack while jogging. An autopsy revealed massive blockage in three coronary arteries.

6. HOLY ROMAN EMPEROR FREDERICK I

Clanking through the desert of the Holy Land in heavy armor, 12th century Holy Roman Emperor Frederick was so happy when he reached the Saleph River, he jumped in to quench his thirst. Unfortunately, he forgot to take his armor off and therefore sank to the bottom like an anvil.

7. JEAN BAPTISTE LULLY

During a rehearsal of his latest composition, the 17th century composer got so excited he accidentally thrust his conductors baton deep into his right foot. As a result, Lully subsequently died of blood poisoning.

8. POPE JOHANN XII

Only 18 years old when he died in AD 963, Pope Johann XII was knocking at the pearly gates after his lovers enraged husband beat him to death.

9. JEROME IRVING RODALE

The founder of the organic food movement and the publisher of the Rodale Press told interviewer Dick Cavett in 1971 that hed live to 100. Moments later, the 72-year-old Rodale slumped dead in his chair from a heart attack. This episode of The Dick Cavett Show was never broadcast.

10. TENNESSEE WILLIAMS

Years of alcohol and drug abuse took a fatal toll on the noted playwright, who choked to death on an aspirin bottle cap while inebriated in 1983.





FINANCIAL FIASCOS

The Rich and Famous

The rich and famous are virtually guaranteed to stay famous, but rich is another story. Most of us have our financial ups and downs. So why are we so fascinated when celebrities have their financial woes? Probably because the sums of money involved are outlandish andlets face ittheres a bit of evil pleasure here, seeing the big guns squirm.

Here are famous people who had money problems, listed in order of debt size, along with some of the delicious details:

1. DONALD TRUMP

Some years back in the pre-Apprentice era, Mr. He-of-the-Infamous-Coiffure ran into troubles to the tune of about $900 million. His casinos and the Plaza Hotel filed for bankruptcy protection. He roared back, however (probably not just from clipping coupons), and is richer than ever. Easy come, easy go, easy comeback, but its rumored that it might happen all over again.

2. MIKE TYSON

The boxer was more successful in the ring than with managing his moneycan you imagine blowing through a $300 million fortune?

3. MICHAEL JACKSON

A lawsuit says that the pop singer has $200 million of debt, but you wouldnt know it from his lavish lifestyle. What a thriller!

4. ELTON JOHN

His legendary spending sprees got him into trouble a few years back, when it was reported that he asked a bank to lend him $40 million to pay off debts. Now thats a lot of fancy eyeglasses.

5. WILLIE NELSON

His money woes are now ancient history, but back in 1990 the IRS swooped into his Texas home and seized everything. His stuff was even auctioned off, but friends and fans bought much

6. BURT REYNOLDS


7. MC HAMMER


8. THOMAS JEFFERSON


9. MARK TWAIN


10. WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART
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