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THIS BOOK IS DEDICATED TO ANYONE WHO’S EVER BEEN TOLD OFF AT SCHOOL FOR MESSING ABOUT.

IT HAPPENED TO ME ALL THE TIME AND I TURNED OUT OK (SORT OF).
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[image: Chapter 1: Sunshine and Currant Buns]
Quite often, when you get your hands on the second book in a series, the people behind the book say stuff like:


[image: Geraldine Puffin: owner of Puffin Books]
Don’t worry if you haven’t read the first book. You don’t necessarily need to have read it to be able to enjoy this one.


Well, I say forget that! If you haven’t read the first Art Avenger book yet, you should definitely get a grown-up to buy it for you and read it straight away.

Don’t worry – I can wait here while you catch up …

Right, did you enjoy that? Great. Let’s get going with this one.

Most things in my life are exactly the same as when you last saw me, but there are a couple of new things that I need to tell you about.

First, the stuff that is the same:

I’m still really into art in a big way. I mean, that should be pretty obvious to anyone with half a brain – imagine this book being called Trixie Pickle Art Avenger if I’d suddenly gone off art.

[image: ]

ACTUALLY, I’VE REALLY GOT INTO MEDITATION SINCE THE LAST BOOK. CAN WE CALL THIS BOOK ‘YOGA AVENGER’ OR SOMETHING?




Being the Art Avenger was pretty awesome. I managed to pull off all sorts of top-secret, art-inspired missions.


	I transformed Wormwood High’s superbully, Rory McGory, into an almost-nice human being.
[image: Rory: “I PROMISE I’LL ONLY PUNCH YOU GENTLY.”]

	I got my own back on Mr Chippenham, the most miserable teacher of all time.
[image: MR CHIPPENHAM: “GRRRR!”]

	I made Mr Bootle and all the boys on the basketball team regret not letting me and the rest of the girls play.



[image: ]

I DEEPLY REGRET MY CHOICES.

ME TOO.




And … I found out that Miss Handley, my substitute art teacher, was also a secret artist herself.

[image: HI, I’M MISS HANDLEY. BUT YOU CAN CALL ME THE BLUE HAND.]
It wasn’t all sunshine and currant buns, though. Some of my Art Avenger missions didn’t exactly go to plan. I DID manage to cover myself in feathers and swing helplessly in front of the town hall.

[image: ]

YEAH, THIS BIT WASN’T THE GREATEST.




Oh, and I photocopied the most embarrassing picture of me in existence and sent it around the entire school. I was supposed to be getting back at super-rich and super-spoilt Spencer Smedley – but let’s just say it went horribly wrong.

[image: HAHA! THAT PICKLE KID IS A LOSER!]
Like the first book, this one has got loads of artist fact files in it. Some of the artists inspire me on new Art Avenger missions and some of them just help me to come up with stupid ideas for comics. Take the one on the next page, for example: Sandro Botticelli. He was a great artist but he’s also where I got the idea for this cartoon ‘Bottysmelli – the World’s Fartiest Artist’.

[image: ]

BOTTYSMELLI THE WORLD’S FARTIEST ARTIST

MY MASTERPIECE IS FINISHED, TIME FOR AN EGG SANDWICH

FIVE MINUTES LATER

OH DEAR! KABOOM! FART

OH NO IT’S RUINED!

MODERN ART COLLECTOR

I LOVE IT! HERE’S A MILLION POUNDS

THAT’LL BUY A FEW EGG SANDWICHES!




[image: ]

FACT FILE: SANDRO BOTTICELLI

His most famous painting is The Birth of Venus

It shows the Roman goddess of love coming out of the sea on a big shell

He made his paintings in a time called the Renaissance

These are Roman gods of wind

He sold lots of paintings to a rich family called the Medici family

I’M VERY RICH

This is his portrait of Giuliano de Medici

‘Botticelli’ means ‘little barrel’

It used to be his brother’s nickname




Talking of comics … me and Beeks are still best friends, and we’ve been busy working on a new edition of Blammo. It’s filled with loads of new comic strips – like this one about a boy with a hammer for a head.

[image: ]

DANNY HAMMER

I’M ON MY WAY TO SCHOOL

THERE’S A BOMB ON THE BUS!

EVERYONE OFF, I’LL DISARM IT

A GENTLE TAP HERE SHOULD DO IT

TICK TICK

KABOOM!

SUCCESS!




Beeks has also drawn more of his ‘Get in the Bin’ comic strips.

[image: ]

GET IN THE BIN! by Beeks

WHAT A PRETTY CATERPILLAR

ACTUALLY, THE NORTH EUROPEAN DEATH CATERPILLAR IS EXTREMELY POISONOUS

GET IN THE B … B … B … ARGHH!




My family are pretty much the same as they’ve always been.

Dad is still weird.

[image: ]

THAT GINGER CAT IS BACK.

IT’S BEEN SITTING ON OUR LAWN FOR TWENTY-SEVEN MINUTES NOW.




My older brother, Travis, is still sulky and annoying.

[image: ]

CAN I BORROW YOUR …

I DON’T REMEMBER ORDERING A TWERP! BUZZ OFF!




My little brother, Dylan, is also still just as annoying. No, scrap that – he’s actually even MORE annoying than he used to be.

[image: ]

IF YOU DON’T LET ME PLAY TOO, I’M TELLING MUM.

BLEEP! SQUELCH!




And Mum STILL takes Dylan’s side on absolutely everything.

[image: ]

… AND THEN TRIXIE SAID THERE’S A MONSTER LIVING UNDER MY BED, AND IT’S GOING TO EAT MY EYEBALLS WHEN I’M ASLEEP!

TRIXIE!




So, that’s covered the things that are still the same. In the next few chapters I’ll tell you about some of the stuff that’s new in my life.

Quick spoiler alert: this new stuff isn’t exactly great, so I don’t think there’ll be much in the way of sunshine and currant buns. But you’ll work that out yourself if you keep reading.

[image: ]

SO ARE YOU SAYING WE’RE NOT NEEDED, THEN?

I WAS LOOKING FORWARD TO BEING IN THE BOOK.

WELL, I GUESS WE TECHNICALLY STILL ARE.







[image: Chapter 2: Money month]
The two main ‘new things’ to tell you about are: Money Month and the Wormwood fever. If you want to know which one we’re going to start with, the name of this chapter should give you a bit of a clue.

Money Month is a thing that school came up with that’s supposed to teach us kids about business, finance and all that sort of, well, money stuff. Each teacher has a stash of these banknotes called Wormwood bucks, which they can hand out to reward students.

[image: ]
At the end of Money Month, the child with the most Wormwood bucks gets a mystery prize.

I can tell Beeks is really excited about it all. But I think it’s just a way of bribing the bad kids into behaving themselves.

[image: I WONDER WHAT THE MYSTERY PRIZE IS?; I HOPE IT’S A JET PACK!]
I remember when Travis went to Wormwood, he got into a whole heap of trouble for scanning and printing his own Wormwood bucks, and then selling them for real money.

[image: WORMWOOD BUCKS! TWENTY FOR A POUND!]
Mum grounded him for a week. Dad went along with the punishment, but I think he was secretly proud of Travis.

[image: HERE YOU GO, MY YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR. NOW, HAVE YOU GOT ANY INVESTMENT TIPS FOR YOUR OLD DAD?]
My main problem with Money Month is how inconsistent the teachers are with their Wormwood bucks.

Some of them throw them around like confetti and others are really stingy.

[image: WELL DONE, BEEKS! YOU GOT SIX OUT OF TEN. HAVE SIX WORMWOOD BUCKS. WHAT AN EXCELLENT 2,000-WORD ESSAY, TRIXIE. HERE’S HALF A WORMWOOD BUCK. MEH.]
Also, it seemed to me that the bad kids got Wormwood bucks just for doing stuff that most of us do anyway. This only backs up my theory about it all being one big scam.

[image: YOU’RE SITTING IN YOUR CHAIR AND NOT UNDER THE DESK, ANGUS. HERE’S FOUR WORMWOOD BUCKS.]
We did have a Money Week back in primary school, but that was really just to teach us about the value of different coins and to make us do maths problems.

[image: WHAT DO YOU GET WHEN YOU ADD 58P AND 32P AND THEN TAKE AWAY 16P?; ERR … A HEADACHE?]
At high school, though – they really go to town on it.

[image: ]
They’ve got a celebrity business person coming in to give us a talk about business stuff, and we’ve also got a school trip to the big bank in the city.

A bank? I genuinely don’t think they could have planned us a more boring school trip if they’d tried.

[image: A TRIP TO THE STAPLER MUSEUM?; A VISIT TO THE CUCUMBER FARM?; A HIKE UP WORMWOOD HILL?]
You might be wondering why I’m telling you all this stuff about Money Month.

[image: ]

YES, THAT’S EXACTLY WHAT WE WERE WONDERING.




Well, it’s because the beginning of Money Month is also when this whole story starts. Plus, it plays a big part in the first Art Avenger mission of this book.

[image: ]

AH, I SEE.

I GUESS WE’D BEST KEEP ON READING, THEN.







[image: Chapter 3: The clock is King]
I was in the hallway on a Tuesday morning, and I was literally running late for Mrs Harris’s class. This wasn’t particularly surprising as we’d just had design technology and the DT block is as far away from Mrs Harris’s classroom as it’s possible to be in our school. Whoever planned our timetable must have expected us to be parkour champions or something.

[image: HURRY UP, WE’VE GOT 21 SECONDS TO GO!]
My chances of getting to the next lesson on time weren’t helped by a footwear malfunction either.

[image: ]
My right shoelace came undone – which normally wouldn’t be too big a deal – but when I went to tie it back up, the lace snapped off in my hand.

To make matters worse, Cindy Newman and Gretchen Heron stopped by to rub salt in the wound.

[image: ]

AWWW, LOOK … THE POOR BABY CAN’T TIE HER SHOELACES PROPERLY.

DO YOU WANT ME TO PHONE YOUR MUMMY TO COME AND HELP YOU?




In the end I was only thirty seconds late for Mrs Harris’s class. But if you know Mrs Harris at all, you’ll know that this wasn’t good enough.

Mrs Harris teaches business studies AND maths, so Money Month is like Christmas to her (if Christmas lasted a whole month and involved spreadsheets and sums). She loves a catchphrase and most of them are to do with not being late.

[image: ]

THE EARLY BIRD CATCHES THE WORM, CLASS.

BUT SURELY THE WORM THAT SLEEPS IN DOESN’T GET EATEN?




I tried to tell her I was only thirty seconds late, but she wasn’t having any of it. She pointed at her clock and said …

[image: ]

TIME IS MONEY, PICKLE. TIME IS MONEY.

ALTHOUGH … AS IT’S MONEY MONTH, I’LL SPARE YOU A DETENTION IN RETURN FOR TEN WORMWOOD BUCKS.




Money Month had only just started though, so I had the grand total of ZERO Wormwood bucks, which I’m positive Mrs Harris knew.

I ended up having to stay behind after school for a half-hour detention, which really sucked.

[image: ]

THIRTY MINUTES AND NOT A SECOND LESS. REMEMBER … THE CLOCK IS KING!

DETENTION, DESHMENTION.




The only good thing was that I had my art book to keep me company. There was one particular artist in there who I think Mrs Harris would have hated.

His name was Salvador Dalí, and he made some truly weird paintings. He liked to put clocks in his pictures, except they weren’t like normal clocks – they were all flimsy and floppy.

[image: ]

FACT FILE: SALVADOR DALĪ

He was a surrealist artist from Spain

Surreal means weird, strange or unusual

He painted landscapes that look a bit like alien planets

FLOPPY CLOCKS!

LET ME OUT!

He once gave a talk wearing a diving suit and nearly suffocated

This is his lobster phone!

He made this sofa based on famous actor Mae West’s lips

He was famously photographed in Paris walking an anteater




This gave me an idea. My thirty-minute detention was almost up and Mrs Harris had just popped into her supply cupboard to get a new pen.

I took this opportunity to quickly sneak over to the window, unlock it and open it up a fraction. Not enough that anyone would notice, but just enough that someone could open it up from the outside.

[image: ]
I was coming back to school again later that evening. But this time it wasn’t for detention … It was for some good old-fashioned art avenging.
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