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  Preface


The book you are reading is the result of scholarly research presented in a format accessible to the general public. Normally, a work like this would not be published in this form. It would almost certainly appear as a journal article—technically accessible, but realistically out of reach for most Christians. This is simply because very few Christians who haven’t attended Bible college read academic journal articles in their pursuit of God. However, many do read books. 
Even pastors often find it difficult to engage with journal articles regularly, though they may have a large collection of books. Presenting research in book form, similar in depth and length to a journal article, means it can potentially reach a much broader audience. That is why virtually all of my journal-length writings are, or will be, published as short books. My goal is to provide solid academic research without requiring readers to locate or gain access to academic journals.
Additionally, I hope more authors and scholars will join me in this endeavor. Independent publishing offers many benefits and only a few significant drawbacks—namely, the lack of peer review and brand recognition. Until an author becomes well-known, they often depend on the credibility of the publisher’s name. Peer review, for its part, plays an important role in academic publishing, acting as a gatekeeper to prevent poor scholarship from reaching publication.
However, peer review does not guarantee high-quality work, just as the absence of peer review does not necessarily imply poor quality. In many ways, true peer review begins after publication, when the broader academic community has the opportunity to evaluate and respond to the work. If that’s the case, then an independently published book or article can undergo “organic” peer review through scholarly engagement and public critique, just like any traditionally published book provided it gains the necessary visibility.
While still largely untested, this publishing model shows promise as an alternative method of making academic research accessible. The majority of scholars continue to view independent publishing as significantly inferior to peer-reviewed articles or works released by traditional academic presses.






  
  Abstract


The Inerrancy of Scripture  offers a systematic and theological examination of the doctrine of biblical inerrancy, arguing for its necessity within orthodox Christian faith. Beginning with definitions and distinctions between inerrancy and infallibility, the study surveys historical and contemporary positions, including total, limited, and no-inerrancy views. L. J. Anderson contends that the Bible’s own claims about its divine origin, coupled with scriptural affirmations of God’s unchanging and truthful nature, demand an acceptance of total inerrancy. The book also engages with key objections, such as the charge of circular reasoning, and addresses epistemological implications, particularly the risk of doctrinal erosion when inerrancy is rejected. Drawing on biblical texts, theological scholarship, and logical reasoning, the work concludes that affirming the inerrancy of Scripture is essential to maintaining the integrity of Christian doctrine and resisting theological compromise.






  
  Chapter one
Introduction


The general argument presented in this book was originally published as a chapter in my earlier work, Contending for the Truth: A Biblical Look at Thirteen Contentious Doctrines. However, I soon realized I had made a mistake in how that material was organized.
Typically, when essays are compiled into a single volume, they either share a common topic or have been published elsewhere individually. I did neither. I published them together as a single book, but the essays were unrelated in topic—connected only by their contentious nature. This presented a problem.
For instance, if someone were searching for content on the doctrine of inerrancy, they would likely never come across Contending for the Truth, despite it containing a dedicated chapter on the subject. The metadata simply couldn’t support that many unrelated topics under one title. As a result, several solid arguments I had written on specific issues remained effectively hidden from the readers who might be looking for them.
To address this, I decided to make those chapters available individually, so that each could stand on its own and be more easily found.
This particular volume—The Inerrancy of Scripture—delves into an important doctrine regarding Scripture. But just how important is it? Is it an essential part of the faith? Can Christians reasonably disagree over this doctrine and still maintain an orthodox faith? These are the types of questions this book will address. Additionally, this book takes a more deductive approach to inerrancy.1
Brief Overview of the Debate

Before diving into the meat of the discussion, it is worthwhile to give an overview of the history of the debate on inerrancy and give an idea of just how important the debate is. While some have viewed the Bible as having errors for thousands of years, the general view of the Bible has been one of its absolute authority and infallibility.2 The debate over inerrancy really came to a head during and after the Enlightenment when reason and empirical data became king rather than God’s Word.3 To be sure, while this debate has been raging for roughly the last three centuries, the idea behind the doctrine itself is not new.4 That said, as science started to “prove” that the Bible contained errors in regard to science or history many felt the need to reduce the Bible’s authority, at least in some areas, to make it agree better with what science was saying. On the flip side, many held staunchly to the fact that the Bible is God’s Word and thus cannot reasonably contain error.5 The latter have sought out various explanations for how portions of God’s Word can be fully true yet possibly disagree with what science is teaching.
Importance of the Debate

There are few things more important than this debate. What is at stake in this debate is nothing less than God’s nature.6 That is not to say that God’s nature may change based on this debate. Rather, man’s understanding of his nature is what is at stake. How can we believe that God is who he says he is and does what he says he does if we believe that his very Word is full of errors? Also, how can we become more Christ-like and godly if the Bible may or may not reveal a true picture of who God and Christ are? In addition to providing an overview of what inerrancy is and how it is similar or different to infallibility, this volume will argue that not only is the doctrine of the inerrancy of Scripture true, but it is also necessary for Christians to hold to in order to avoid apostasy.


1.
      Craig Blomberg, Can We Still Believe the Bible? An Evangelical Engagement with Contemporary Questions (Grand Rapids, MI: Brazos Press, 2014), 122.
    
2.
      Vern S. Poythress, Inerrancy and the Gospels: A God-Centered Approach to the Challenges of Harmonization (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2012), 14.
    
3.
      Lesly F. Massey, “Biblical Inerrancy: An Anxious Reaction to Perceived Threat,” Pennsylvania Literary Journal 13, no. 1 (Spring, 2021): 100-01, https://www.progquest.com/scholarly-journals/biblical-inerrancy-anxious-reaction-perceived-docview/2536820699/se-2. 
    
4.
      John M. Frame, “Inerrancy: A Place to Live,” Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 57, no.1 (03, 2014): 29.
    
5.
      Keith L. Johnson, Theology as Discipleship (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2015), 77.
    
6.
      For a good overview of the importance of inerrancy see Vital Issues in the Inerrancy Debate, edited by F. David Farnell, Norman L. Geisler, Joseph M. Holden, William C. Roach, and Phil Fernandes (Eugene, OR: Wipf &Stock Publishers, 2015), 20-23.
    






  
  Chapter two
Overview of the Terms “Inerrancy” and “Infallibility”


Inerrancy and infallibility may seem to be the same terms or even may seem to be unnecessary terms to some people. To be sure, these are theological terms for something that could be explained another way; however, they are good terms for describing the Bible. Additionally, we cannot truly address the inerrancy of Scripture unless we first understand the similarities and differences between these words.
Infallibility

Infallibility is the first term to be looked at as it is the earlier term of the two. Before “inerrancy” began being used, “infallibility” was the term of choice for theologians.
What Is Infallibility?

Infallibility is an interesting word. From a base meaning of something not being fallible or able to fail, it seems to be essentially the same word as inerrant (without error).1 This is precisely how it used to be used. Infallibility used to be used to say that all of God’s Word cannot fail. However, as attacks on inerrancy have happened, it has changed a bit depending on who is using the word. For some, like me, infallibility and inerrancy remain interchangeable terms, though with a slight nuance which will be addressed fully later. That said, right now the main thing to know is that infallibility deals with possibility. Specifically, if Scripture is to be called “infallible” it cannot have the possibility of failing, otherwise it is not infallible. This is based on a simple definition of the word itself without theological nuance being added in.
Is It Sufficient on Its Own?

The answer to this question is, unfortunately, an unsatisfying “yes and no” because it depends entirely on what a person means when they say God’s Word is infallible. To make matters worse, this can be very challenging to determine. For example, I have had several conversations with Mormons. I often found these conversations to be thoroughly frustrating because the same words would be used to describe two totally different things. When a Mormon talks about “Jesus” they are not talking about the same Jesus that I am talking about. This results in a lot of talking past one another. Similarly, when some people use infallible/infallibility on their own to describe Scripture, they mean precisely what the basic meaning of the word is. In this case, yes, infallibility is sufficient by itself as it has the same basic meaning as inerrant. Others, when they talk about infallibility, do so with a different definition or idea about what infallibility is or what it applies to. In these cases, it is almost always insufficient because these others add in qualifiers that allow much of Scripture to be considered fallible in some regard.
Inerrancy

Inerrancy, the second word to be addressed, is necessary to engage with for a couple of reasons. First, it is technically the subject of this chapter. Second it is also the term that is most highly debated between the two. Many churches, organizations, and Christians uphold “infallibility” while simultaneously rejecting “inerrancy.”
What Is Inerrancy?

Inerrancy, as









