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SADDLE YOUR COURAGE
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Just past the fog in an ocean long forgotten is the Isle Ripple. A large island where bears and orcas are friends. Every day, the bears ride and race the orcas. The bears don’t just hop on the orcas and ride they use saddles made from the great green sea turtles they find in their lagoon.  
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One morning, as the sun was rising in the sky. The bears of the village stood on the beach and watched as races began. Grizzlies, Black Bears, and even Polar Bears, young and old, tall or short, saddled the huge whales to race. That is all but one young cub who was deathly afraid and ashamed of being so. His father was never scared and would never understand, after all, he was the Island champ.  
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“Mom, where is my courage? Either I have lost it or never had it. If you have it, could you please give it to me?”

“Cantu,” she answered, “courage lies within.”  

“That does not help much, Mom. I want to be brave like Dad and ride the Orcas.”  

“You have to find your courage, Cantu, search yourself.”
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Cantu walked to the saddle shop, where his father was working on a new saddle. “Hello, Dad, who’s the new saddle for?” 

“I’m making it for a new whale rider; his first race is coming up next week.” 

“Dad,” Cantu asked, “I’m searching for my courage. Mom told me to find it.”  

“What are you needing courage for?” his father asked with a slight smile.  

“Dad, I’m afraid to ride the Orcas.”  

“Is that what’s been bothering you?  

“Yes, Dad, I want you to be proud of me.” 

“Cantu, I’m already proud of you. Courage is something you must search for in yourself.” 

“Yes, Father,” Cantu said as he walked out of the shop.
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(Search for my courage, within myself, what is that supposed to mean? All right then, I’ll go searching until I find what I’m looking for. The first place to go is the wise Parrot. He is known to be very smart and will know where to search for my courage.) 

To reach the wise Parrot, Cantu had to climb a nearby tree and swing to the home of the ancient Parrot. The tree was very tall, and as he reached the vine, his weight began to sway the tree back and forth.  Though Cantu was scared, this was his chance to find his courage. Taking a deep breath and lifting his feet off the ground, he glided to the porch of the wise Parrot. 
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“Hello, is anybody home?  

“Yes, a Parrot that is trying to take a nap.”  

“Mr. Parrot, I’m looking for my courage. can you help me?”  

“My dear boy, you cannot find your courage here. You took the first step in finding your courage when you started your journey. Take the path from this tree through the Many Eyes Forest. Then, to Volcano Mountain, perhaps your courage awaits you there.  At the mouth of the volcano, there is a sign you should read. If you are still unsure about your courage, try the Sands Below Valley. Then follow the sun in the direction it sets.” 

Cantu swung down from the tree and walked into the Many Eyes Forest.
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Night came quickly, and a great darkness with it.  As he lay down to sleep, eyes seemed to be staring at him from every direction. “Leave me alone, I’m searching for my courage. You won’t scare me! In the morning, I’ll find my courage, then I’ll come back and show you not to bother strangers. “ 
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In the morning, Cantu awoke to a distant rumbling noise. It sent shivers down his back. He looked to the west to see Volcano Mountain. The wise Parrot said his courage may be waiting for him at the mountain with red-hot melted rock.  He walked swiftly, almost running.  
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At the mouth of the volcano was a large sign that was burned on one side. “It must have gotten hot a couple of times.”  Half of the message was also burned.  All Cantu could read was “A per s ing ere s be v.” “I don’t have time to unscramble this sign. I must find courage. I’ll go to the Sands Below Valley.” 
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Cantu had heard about this valley and was scared. It was a place where people had disappeared into the sand. If
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