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			Book Presentation: Voices of American Muslims by Linda Brandi Cateura

			Book Abstract

			In Voices of American Muslims, Cateura introduces and profiles more than 20 Muslims from all levels of American society – from taxi driver to housewife to doctor to academic. Each profile is drawn from personal interviews.

			At the time of 9/11, our nation knew little or nothing about American Muslims and there was a tendency by some Americans to blame them for the actions of a demented few. Voices of American Muslims tries to clarify the situation and redeem the reputation of American Muslims. The book takes a close look at mainstream Islam in America and how it is practiced. The American Muslims profiled discuss Islam itself, terrorism and its effects on Muslim lives, the creation of a new American Islam, their devotion to America and their hopes for the future.

			About the Author

			Linda Brandi Cateura is the author of three previous books examining peoples of various cultures and religions: Growing Up Italian, Catholics USA: Will They Survive? and Protestant Portraits. 

		


		
			Summary of Voices of American Muslims (Linda Brandi Cateura)

			Imam Omar Abu Namous - Islamic Cultural Center of New York (New York City)

			“I would like to say right off that what happened on 9/11 was indeed very devastating to the Muslim morale in this country and outside this country. What happened was totally alien to the spirit of Islam. Al-Islam aims at establishing peace in every corner of the world, and also making peace between humanity and God, and making humanity live up to the standards which God has prescribed or ordained for mankind. That a number of members of our nation were the cause of so much destruction and misery was devastating. But at the same time, I would stress the need for justice in the world, because when justice is there, these extremists would by themselves be more penalized. No one would accept them and they would have no say in the life of peoples.”

			Asma Gull Hasan - Author and Lawyer (Pueblo, Colorado)

			“Muslims in America are reinterpreting Islam to fit in with their American lifestyle and have America fit in with their Islamic lifestyle. In other words, not to blindly keep doing things just because they are Islamic. For example, what do certain customs and practices really mean? Why am I doing this? Is it appropriate in the New World? The New World is changing things in Islam. Now we have web sites, like “Ask the Imam” that answer questions similar (but not equal to) the traditional Ulama, scholars who advised believers on religious matters. And we have matrimonial web sites, where Muslims post personal notices.”

			“There is no compulsion in Islam. It differs from other religions where you’re told what to do. There is no pope, no central authority. There are people who have studied a lot, who have earned the right to speak about Islam and interpret it, but there’s nothing in the Koran that says we have to listen to them. We can choose to listen to them, but in Islam it’s very much between you and God.”

			Dr. Elias Zerhouni - Director of the National Institutes of Health (Bethesda, Maryland)

			“It’s a disservice to both sides to cartoonize Islam, to emphasize just one form of dress, one concept, one position, rather than present something as it truly is in its many manifestations, in its reality which is complex and not always uniform.”

			[Concerning stem cell research] “I cannot tell you what Islam’s position is. There is no such thing as a single position in Islam. There is a traditional view, but that does not mean it’s the universal view. You will find some very conservative trends of Islam compatible with what some people believe here—that there shouldn’t be any experimentation with embryos. And others that are a lot more connected to the specific wordings of the Koran in terms of life starting at the 40th day of conception, which puts a different coloration on stem-cell study. There is no pope in Islam like the pope for Catholics who pronounces a single position.”

			“As head of NIH, one has to put private thoughts aside. NIH is a government agency and the director is an agent of our country and he and she must implement the polices of the president, the administration and Congress.”

			Aisha Abdul Kareem - Doula (Brooklyn, New York)

			“I’m not sure what exactly caught me (about Islam). I’m a ritualistic person and the discipline, for one thing, attracted me. The transition from Catholicism was not drastic because Catholicism has its ritual in masses, prayers, the rosary. Islam has very similar rituals. As a Catholic, I did not embrace the Trinity. I did not believe that God has three faces, a Father, Son and Holy Ghost. I have always believed in the oneness of God, even as a child, even as a Catholic. When I found out that belief in one God is the major tenet of Islam, I was very comfortable.”

			Faiz Khan - Emergency Room Doctor (Long Island, New York)

			[In the days following 9/11, Dr. Khan, an emergency room doctor, visited the bombed out area at the World Trade Center. At one point, he was standing with another worker, a nurse, who in a very reactionary, hysterical fashion said, “We’d better make some country into a parking lot for this.”] “Wow! You know! She was implicating people of my type, who are the Afghani in this case. Here I am, an American. I’m a Muslim, I’m part Afghani. She was able to indict, like, a whole nation for the actions of a demented few.”

			“In view of this ever-growing population of Muslims in America, the most important thing non-Muslim Americans must do is to get acquainted with what is authentically Islamic, and what is not. That means what in our way of life – our customs, our dress, our chauvinistic and male-dominated tendencies – are consistent with what the Prophet said and did, and what in our way of life is not.”

			Hamid Dana - WASP turned Muslim (Harper Woods, Michigan)

			“My family has been in this country for 12 generations. We date back to the Massachusetts Bay Colony. We’re quite sure that the first Dana came from Manchester, England. He is known to have been in the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1640… [My mother’s family] dates back to the Adams family of Massachusetts. People say, ‘With a back- ground like that, what brought you to Islam?’ The short answer is prayer.”

			“Since 9/11 we’ve been trying to reach out to the community and let them know that we’re here, and what it is we actually believe in contrast to what they might hear on the news… After 9/11, [we] felt numbness. We reacted the same way that Americans in general did. But I think that probably the very first thought we had - it was part of our prayers: ‘Oh, God, don’t let it be a Muslim who did that’. That was a universal reaction. We waited for the backlash. And it came.”

			Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf - Grand Explicator of Islam (North Bergen, New Jersey)

			“Personally, I believe that the reason for the animosity of some Muslim fundamentalists or extremists against America has to do really with their inability to be part of the government process, part of the political process of their own governments. By attacking us, they are attacking their own governments. Their attacks in Saudi Arabia, for example, expressed their frustration at not being able to participate in the political process there. The reason they blame the U.S. is that they believe we are supporting the Saudis. They feel that if the Saudis were not being supported by us, it would be easier to express their opposition to it.”

			[In answer to the question, “Is America the hope of the Islamic world?”] “Everybody looks to America, and therefore American Islam has to lead. Because the rest of the Muslim world is in a miserable funk.”

			Imam Dawud Agbere - U.S. Army Chaplin (El Paso, Texas)

			“Military chaplains are not supposed to proselytize… However, chaplains are free to explain their particular faith to those interested. Some are driven by curiosity, while others want to learn about Islam. Others come to ask questions about the misconceptions being peddled, to find out for themselves the true teachings. Still, others come solely as seekers, looking for alternative religious paths.”

			Zaki Hanafy - Cabdriver (Brooklyn, New York)

			“I’m an immigrant Muslim who came here from Egypt 18 years ago and have a few things to say – drawn from my own experience – about American immigrants. As far as I can see, there are three kinds of people coming to the U.S. Some come because they respect the American Constitution and the rights it grants all human beings. Others come to live here because jobs are available. Some come for advanced education in the sciences. I belong to the first group. As an Egyptian lawyer practicing in Alexandria, I read about the American system and the law, but I also read the constitutions of Egypt, European nations, third-world nations, and I could see the differences. This led me to leave my nation, leave my people, leave my career, and come to live here and stay. How I would live didn’t matter.”

			Shirin Devrim - Actress, Socialite (New York City)

			“What appeals to me most about Islam is its classlessness. The lack of class. How can I explain it? I will sit with a fisherman and he will call me “sister.” We also call one another aunt, grandmother, mother. The taxi driver calls me abla, which means older sister and shows respect.”

			“What amuses me very much about America is that America boasts of being a “melting pot.” I call it a “pecking order.” When I married my husband [a capitalist] and went to the big American Middle West to live among capitalists, I was right up there [social inner circle]. But it didn’t include Catholics. No people of French background, or Italian. They used funny terms. ‘Polacks?’ I said, ‘Who are the Polacks?’ They said, ‘They’re the Poles.’ I was amazed at the attitude.”

			“The worst thing that happened to Islam is that we did not have a Reformation. In some places, the law is still Sharia – with no division between state and religion.”

			Yuseph Sleem - Student (Brooklyn, New York)

			“I don’t think American Muslims are basically any different from other Americans. Religion is just something between you and God. It’s a faith that you believe in. It should not make you distinctly different from anyone else in

			Mubarak Abdul Jabbar - Transit Policeman (New York City)

			
			
			
			Omid Safi - Professor (Jacksonville, Florida)

			
			
			Sharmin Ahmad - Feminist, Interfaith Advocate (Silver Spring, Maryland)

			
			
			Safaa Zarzour - Islamic School Principal (Bridgeview, Illinois)

			
			Lobna Ismail Kronemer - Cross-cultural communicator between Muslims and non- Muslims (Lafayette, Indiana)

			
			
			Abdul Jamil Khan - Pediatrician (Long Island, New York)

			
			Ai-Haaj Ghazi Y. Khankan - Former executive of the Council on American Islamic Relations (Long Beach, New York)

			
			Michael Wolfe - Writer and Filmmaker (Santa Cruz, California)

			
			Conclusions
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