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Chapter One

Hello, Hollywood!

My name is Marshmallow Pie and I am an INTERNATIONAL SUPERSTAR.
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Here we are, arriving in Hollywood: me, my human – Amelia Lime, and her dad. I have been cast in a major new movie, playing the very important role of the villain’s cat. I got the part when a famous producer saw a video of me that became very popular online.
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He could see immediately that I was HUGELY talented – and feisty!

We are met off the plane by a chauffeur wearing mirrored sunglasses and holding up a sign.
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He picks up our suitcases and we follow him to a gleaming white stretch limousine.

‘This is AMAZING!’ says Amelia happily, trying out the buttons that control the multicoloured lighting.

‘Not bad!’ agrees her dad, sinking back into the plump leather seats.

It IS very luxurious, even for a cat of my importance.
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As we are driven smoothly towards the city, Amelia gazes out of the window in wonder.

We’ve never been to America before, or any faraway places. ‘It’s all so different,’ she says, ‘and SO exciting!’
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I concentrate on exploring the snack compartments. A large packet of Cod Crispies has been thoughtfully provided; it would be rude not to eat them all.
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We soon arrive at our hotel. As we cross the shiny marble floor of the lobby, dodging between the wealthy-looking guests, I am dazzled for a moment by the lights of the massive chandelier above.
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We check in and go to the lift, which is operated by a very smart bellboy. I love his bright red jacket with gold buttons and matching hat. I would look fantastic in an outfit like that. When we reach our floor, I stiffen my legs and refuse to come out, insisting that we go up and down several more times, until Amelia says, ‘I think that’s enough now, Pie.’
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Our suite is VERY grand. I share a bedroom with Amelia, her dad has another, and there’s a bathroom joining our rooms together.

Amelia throws herself down on to the HUGE bed. ‘I’ve NEVER seen so many pillows and cushions in my whole life!’ she says.

Her dad looks around and whistles. ‘You could practically fit our whole flat into just this bathroom!’

I STRETCH out on a soft, furry white rug. It is almost as fluffy as me.
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Amelia unpacks our things and arranges some of the cushions on the floor to make a little bed for me next to hers. We look out of the window at the busy city, all lit up as it begins to get dark.
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‘I can’t believe we’re really here,’ says Amelia. ‘It’s like a dream! And it’s all thanks to your talent, Pie.’

But I take it all in my stride. The GLITZ, the glamour, the luxury … I feel completely at home.

‘And now I think we should get an early night,’ says her dad, yawning. ‘We’ve had a VERY long day, and we’ve got a big meeting about the movie first thing tomorrow morning.’
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Chapter Two

Coolest on the Catwalk

After breakfast we go down to the lobby to meet Dexter, my agent from the Ace Animal Acting Agency. He will come to the meeting with us.

‘Hey, guys, great to see you all!’ he says. ‘Looking good, Pie!’

I am wearing the green bow tie Amelia made for me. She says it’s important to make a good first impression.
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We follow Dexter into the hotel conference room, where all the major people from the movie are gathered.

‘Oh dear, I feel very nervous,’ says Amelia, hesitating in the doorway. ‘This is such a BIG moment for Pie!’

‘Don’t worry,’ says her dad. ‘Everyone is going to love him!’

That’s true, I think to myself. Of course they will! They’ve all seen my video.
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Dexter introduces us to everyone. There are too many people to remember, but a few catch my attention.

There’s the big Hollywood producer, Rocky Milan, striding up and down and giving orders to his assistant, who hurries along behind and writes things in a notebook …
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There’s the actress who will play the role of the villain, the glamorous Tallulah Lush, drinking coffee, her face half-hidden by a huge hat and sunglasses …
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And then there’s Tallulah’s daughter, Madison.

‘Madison is a professional model, a big name in her own right,’ whispers Dexter. ‘She also sells products with her famous catchphrase written on them. That’s it there, on her T-shirt – COOLEST ON THE CATWALK.’

Then he says more loudly, ‘Madison, this is Amelia. She’s only a couple of years younger than you – I’m sure you’re going to be GREAT friends!’

Madison looks up from her phone, but she barely glances at Amelia. Instead, her eyes light up when she sees me. She gives me the brightest, whitest smile.
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‘Marshmallow Pie!’ exclaims Madison in a charming accent. ‘It’s AWESOME to meet you at last! Your video is amazing! Everyone’s talking about you.’

I’m very flattered. I look at Madison’s catchphrase, written in sparkly pink gemstones:
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It could have been made for me! I notice her BIG hair, so similar to my fluffy fur. And what’s more, she’s a superstar, just like me.
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We are so alike.
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Amelia looks shy, glancing down at her jeans and plain jumper. ‘Yes, I’m really proud of him,’ she says.
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While Amelia’s dad talks with the other adults and fills in some forms, we sit down with Madison and she tells us all about herself.

‘Everywhere I go,’ she sighs, ‘I’m approached by reporters and fans.

At the beach, having my hair done, eating at restaurants,

I’m always asked to pose for photos and sign autographs.’

[image: image]


I understand completely. It’s one of the many burdens of being a huge celebrity. (Well, okay, it hasn’t happened to me yet, but I’m sure it will.)

‘It’s SO annoying,’ she carries on, ‘but I’m famous, so what can I do? Anyway, Marshmallow, I’m so glad you’re here. You’ll be the perfect accessory for me.’

‘It’s Pie,’ says Amelia quietly, ‘and “accessory” isn’t really—’

But Madison just carries on. ‘So I’ve decided: whenever you aren’t busy filming, I’ll show you around town. We’ll start straight away. As soon as this boring meeting is finished, I’m taking you SHOPPING!’

I purr happily. It’s going to be AMAZING, hanging out with Madison.
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Chapter Three

Meowdy!

Madison has her own car, a nippy little pink convertible, even though she’s too young to drive herself. We all squeeze in – the driver, me, Amelia, Madison, and her bodyguard, Big Barbara.
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Her driver takes us along the grandest streets, with crowds bustling in and out of fancy clothes shops. Then he pulls up outside PAW-JAMAS, a very expensive-looking pet boutique.
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‘Did you tell the press we were coming?’ asks Amelia, noticing a cluster of photographers waiting outside. ‘I thought you said you find them annoying …’

But Madison doesn’t seem to hear her. She just beams and waves as we all get out of the car. Then she lifts me out of Amelia’s arms and holds me up so the photographers can take lots of pictures of us together.

‘This is Marshmallow Pie!’ she tells them. ‘The internet sensation. I’m sure you recognise him!’

I smile blissfully for the cameras. It’s so kind of Madison to say I’m a sensation.
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She waves one more time, then we turn and head into the shop.

The PAW-JAMAS staff are SO friendly to Madison.

[image: Speech 1: ‘You look gorgeous, Madison!; Speech 2: ‘Welcome’; Speech 3: ’Customers are loving your COOLEST ON THE CATWALK pet clothing collection!’]


I am IMPRESSED. This is how we celebrities like to be greeted.

I try on loads of fabulous outfits. We are there for HOURS, while Big Barbara watches from a distance, looking bored.
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Amelia tries to help, but Madison has very clear ideas about what would suit me best.

Coolest Cat on the Catwalk! 
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Madison selects a pink, sparkly COOLEST ON THE CATWALK
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