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Several years ago, the Lord spoke clearly in my spirit about the intense season the Church is about to face. At the time, I understood this would not be a short season, but might very well run until He comes. In this time, we are trusting in the Lord for the end-time revival, but make no mistake, times are going to be brutal for those who follow God. As a confirmation of this reality, God in 2024 spoke of the bulls of Bashan. As I sought the Lord on this truth, I became acutely aware of the incredible dangers that await those who wish to stand with God.

At the same time, I also know God is raising an end-time remnant for a time such as this. I wrote about this ‘army’ in the book called End-Time Remnant. They will be called to bring in the end-time harvest, which was covered in the books Revivals and Awakenings, Part One and Two. It will be a remnant who will not compromise. The volumes of work titled A Dangerous Church, Part One and Two, as well as God’s SWAT Warriors, Part One and Two, cover such a remnant in more detail.

We are only going to turn the world upside down for the glory of God if we remain standing with God. In the books, On A Mission Part One and Two, I explained in more detail how God is calling this remnant to fulfil the Great Commission and make a great impact in the world. What we need to realise is that we are living in incredibly perilous times, as I discussed in several books, such as Darkness Descends and Pitfalls and Dangers. We are living in times where the true believer is facing a great onslaught not just from the world or the devil, but yes, even in the church itself. 

This is because we need to realise right now, in operation on earth is a pseudo-religion that has been set up posing as the true faith, where Christianity has become a religion saturated with New Age teachings, paganism, and even the occult. 

Yet, there is an end-time remnant, which is the Bride of God. They obey God and not man. They fear not the devil. They listen to God, follow His truth and seek His will. They dismiss the devil’s lies and choose to stand with the Light as darkness continues to intensify upon the earth. Yet such an end-time remnant is facing extreme attack, and I believe more than ever since the resurrection of Jesus. As I mentioned, it is an attack within and without the church. To remain standing in these tough times will not be easy. There is so much deception, falseness, and treachery (yes, even within the ‘church’). We need to realise the apostasy as spoken about by Paul has gained incredible speed, and we are facing a superstorm of demonic adversary. Sadly, because the man-made religious institute called the church (not the true ecclesia known as the Bride of the Lamb) has been playing church for such a long time, one fears many will not be able to withstand this storm.  

In Psalm 22:12 David, in his distress, laments, “Many bulls surround me; strong bulls of Bashan encircle me.” The picture of being surrounded by angry bulls, intent on goring and trampling their victim, is fearful indeed. Bashan was a territory that Israel won, defeating King Og during Israel’s conquest of Canaan (Deuteronomy 3:3–4). The territory included about sixty wealthy cities (Joshua 13:30), some of which had walls of bronze (1 Kings 4:13). Bashan was a place of giants (like Og) and mighty oaks (Isaiah 2:13). Bashan was associated with strength, and wealth and plenty.

Bashan was also famous for the quality of its cows and flocks. Moses recounts how God had provided Jacob (the people of Israel) with curds of cows, milk of the flock, and fat of lambs and rams of the breed of Bashan (Deuteronomy 32:14). In His lovingkindness God had delivered the land of Bashan to Israel (Psalm 132:17–22). But, sadly, the people grew fat from this wealth and forsook the God who provided it for them (Deuteronomy 32:15–16). Even the women there were oppressing the poor and crushing the needy (Amos 4:1). Because of the people’s evil, God said He would judge the people of Israel and remove them from the land. The impenetrable forest of Bashan would come down (Zechariah 11:2). After this judgment, God would again restore Israel to the land, and they would feed in Bashan and Gilead once again (Micah 7:14).

As David describes the difficulty he was facing, he implores God to be not far from him. Trouble was near, and there was no one to help him (Psalm 22:11). David illustrates his tribulations, noting that he has been surrounded by “many bulls”—and not just any bulls, but strong bulls of Bashan (Psalm 22:12). David found himself in an unwinnable situation, surrounded by mighty opponents who were strong like the bulls of Bashan. Despite these fearsome circumstances, David knew that God was not far off. God could deliver David’s soul from these threats (Psalm 22:19–20). David, confident that God would deliver him, committed to praise God (Psalm 22:22–24). Despite the strength of his enemies—who were like the bulls of Bashan—David knew that God was greater. In his psalms, David provides beautiful examples of trust in God’s faithfulness.

Psalm 22 can be seen as a messianic psalm. The horrific circumstances David faced and how he dealt with them foreshadowed Jesus’ own difficulties and death at the hands of those who had rejected Him. Jesus in fact uses some terminology from Psalm 22, exclaiming like David that God had forsaken Him (Mark 15:34; cf. Psalm 22:1). Just as it appeared that God had forsaken David (Psalm 22:8), it appeared that God had forsaken Jesus. And just as David was ultimately delivered from death, Jesus was raised from the dead. His life was delivered (Psalm 22:20).

At the cross, the strong bulls of Bashan had surrounded Jesus and apparently defeated Him, but Jesus was victorious and was delivered from the grave. As David said elsewhere, he had never seen the righteous forsaken (Psalm 37:25). God delivers those who trust in Him, even when they are facing impossible situations. We may be surrounded by the strong bulls of Bashan, but we have the greatest Bullfighter on our side. If we study Psalm 22, it, therefore, seems that the bulls of Bashan appear to be an idiom for large, fierce enemies. 

If we ultimately want to prevail over the bulls of Bashan, we need to abide in God. We need to be obedient, faithful, and trust in Him for our protection.

Regarding the season of intensity, the Lord emphasised “for the disciples”, for the disciple walks in God’s truth and kingdom. The Lord spoke about how we are heading into a season of intense battles for all disciples, a season of intense struggles, intense conflicts, and intense warfare. This word was spoken at least seven years ago (2017), and we are still in the middle of this season, and we may not come out of it until the return of the Lord. It calls for incredible boldness, it calls for facing multiple storms, and for most of the time, walking by faith when nothing makes sense.

I was made to understand this will be a season of intense spiritual encounters with God, but also intense encounters in conflict with the demonic. It will be the intensity of Elijah when he encountered the false prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel and his struggles with Ahab and Jezebel. It will be a season of intense demonic manifestations and intense inner struggles for the disciples. Faith will be tested, yet we are called to hold onto our resolve, not to relent, and not to recant when it comes to God’s truth. God said at the time that for those who persevere, and for those who seek the Lord, this will be a season of intense encounters with God as Moses had at the burning bush. It will also be a season of intense prophetic revelations regarding God’s move in the Kingdom, declarations and prophetic utterances and manifestations.

It will, therefore, be a season where the children of God will be surrounded by the bulls of Bashan. This speaks of the myriad of threats and dangers faced within and without the church by those who hold on to the faith of God. Indeed, it will also be a season of intense rebellion against God, and iniquity, apostasy and deception on earth will intensify.

For the darkness is intensifying, yet God calls for His children to walk in the intensity of His Glory. Yes, an intensity of His Glory! God is allowing all of this to happen, for the bulls of Bashan to surround His people, because this intense season will reveal a work of the Lord of purging, purifying, refining and cleansing. God is right now separating the holy from the unholy.

Yet, despite the challenges, threats and dangers, God’s children do not need to fear. Exodus 17:15–16 tells us, “Moses built an altar and called it The Lord is my Banner. He said, ‘Because hands were lifted up against the throne of the Lord, the Lord will be at war against the Amalekites from generation to generation.’” “The Lord is my Banner” is the translation of the Hebrew Yahweh-Nissi.

Earlier in Exodus 17, we read of the Amalekites attacking the Israelites at Rephidim. Joshua and the Israelites fought against the Amalekites while Moses stood on top of a hill with the staff of God in his hands. When Moses’ hands were lifted, the Israelites were winning; when his hands were lowered, the Amalekites were winning. Understandably, Moses grew tired, so he sat on a stone, and Aaron and Hur held up his hands. The children of Israel gained the victory (verse 13). God then instructed Moses to write the account of the battle on a scroll so that it would be remembered (verse 14). It was then that Moses built the altar he named “The Lord is my Banner.” That name proclaims God’s leadership and the protection of His people. The altar Moses built in Exodus 17 marked the place where God intervened on behalf of His people and promised to utterly defeat His enemies.

Psalm 20:5 says, “May we shout for joy over your victory and lift up our banners in the name of our God.” In verses 6–8, we read, “Now this I know: The Lord gives victory to his anointed. He answers him from his heavenly sanctuary with the victorious power of his right hand. Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our God. They are brought to their knees and fall, but we rise up and stand firm.” God’s people continue to say, “The Lord is my Banner,” because it is in His power that the enemies are vanquished (see also Psalm 60:4–5). 

It says in Isaiah 26:4: “Trust [confidently] in the Lord forever [He is your fortress, your shield, your banner], For the Lord God is an everlasting Rock [the Rock of Ages]. Indeed, God is our banner! Our hope and joy! The Lord is our Banner in that He is the One under whom we unite. He is our Saviour. We are rescued by Him and identified in Him. Why then shall we fear?

Without a doubt, if we look at what has happened in the last couple of years, we have witnessed intense times. We have seen how many believers have folded under fear. Still, we hear of believers even giving up their faith!  The battle is not over. Far from it. The Goliaths still wait, the demonic storms still blow and the apostasy rages. It calls for intensity of praise and trust, even when it seems the enemy has the upper hand and the world is enjoying its moment of victory. 

Despite all the dangers, threats and perilous times, God speaks of being relentless. This is a call to action, and a call to fan the flame for the fire of the ecclesia is burning low in the wake of so much fear, confusion, despair and anguish sowed within the earth. While the world burns and the apostasy within the church intensifies, the true believers, therefore the remnant, must now more than ever be relentless in seeking God, and they must remain relentless when it comes to standing for the truth, for God’s ways and will. This is not the time to be lukewarm, or for one will be overwhelmed by the demonic intensity of the times. The intense encounters and battles and inner struggles are designed to shake, sift and it will display and expose the chasm between the false and the real, the godly and ungodly, the holy and the unholy, the truth and the lies, the Kingdom and the counterfeit movement, the true prophetic and the occult, the supernatural and mysticism.

Such a season has been upon us for a while, and it will remain very intense. It will not be easy for many will fall and many ministries will be shaken, yet great will be the power of the Lord, for now is the time to abandon all for the intense walk with God. This calls for making hard choices and deciding who one will truly serve. This is not the time for passivity, spiritual apathy, or compromises. This calls for warriors to rise from the ashes, shake off the dust, polish the armour and go to war! This is a time for relentless submission, a call to the watchtower and walking in God’s Presence like never before. Relentless faithfulness to God’s written and spoken Word, and yes, relentless obedience to obey as the Spirit of God leads. There is no room to compromise, or to give the devil a foothold, for we shall be swallowed whole by the devourer. As we relentlessly pursue God, then God shall devour the devourer as the rod of Moses devoured the rods of the Pharaoh’s magicians.

The enemy has managed to distract believers from remaining relentless in their noble quest to fight the war. The watchmen have abandoned their posts. Shepherd has sold out. We see desolation in the streets and in the churches. Where is the remnant in this hour to stand in the gap for the lost, the weak, and the broken? We must not allow the glitter and the false gold of the world to blind us, for God says the golden calf will not lead us home. Only the gold of God’s godliness and the gold of His anointing will keep us standing in some troubled times. For has Jesus not said not to be troubled, for He has overcome the world? So take heart, He is still God – mighty and faithful.

Hundreds of years ago, Martin Luther and so many other Reformers bravely challenged a system that had defined the beliefs of people for more than 1000 years. How we need brave warriors of the Word again that will again defy our times of apostasy, spiritual lawlessness, corruption and deception. Relentless disciples in the pursuit of what is right, good and holy! Disciples, as we saw in the days of the Apostle Paul. While this world weeps in agony and brokenness, the church sleeps in comfort and spiritual passivity. How we need again fierce and passionate disciples who will yield to no other king except Jesus, who will bow to no other truth than the Bible and who will not love their lives unto death for the glory of God. How we need servants of compassion, love, hope and kindness to wrest the tides of darkness so that the world may again see the light of Christ!

Paul was indeed relentless for God, not allowing any person or circumstance to derail him from fulfilling his mandate. In Acts 19:8, it says, “Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of God.” That is intense and relentless! Paul didn’t flinch in the wake of danger, calamity, opposition, threats or strife! He pursued God relentlessly! Jan Hus, the great Reformer, was intense for God and so he wrote: “Seek the truth, hear the truth, learn the truth, love the truth, speak the truth, hold the truth and defend the truth until death”. Yes, the truth of God shall prevail and not the truth of this world.

This world wants us to lose our fire and intensity for God. Jeremiah and Elijah were also overwhelmed, and at times that intense fire within them burned low. This world is tough. Life has never been easy, yet amid the storms, struggles, hardship and even persecutions, we must remain relentless in fulfilling the Great Commission. We cannot back down, we cannot keep silent or wallow in self-pity. There is no time. Yes, time is running out, and faster than we think. We must remain relentless says the Lord. We must never back down, never surrender. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego remained relentless in their faithfulness to God when facing death in the furnace. Daniel remained relentless in his fellowship with God when faced with the lion’s pit. 

Yes, we must remain relentless in the pursuit of God’s presence, even when the entire world rebels and seeks the path of the devil and spiritual darkness. We must remain faithful and truthful when we only hear lies, and when deception enfolds the world in an icy grip. We must remain bold, courageous and full of zeal for God even when the ‘Ahabs’ and ‘Jezebels’ of this truth try to destroy us like they wanted to murder Elijah. 

God never relented when it came to judgment on Israel for her sins and iniquity.  Yet God is also just. Just so, we must not relent. What is right must be upheld. What is wrong must be exposed. Idolatry should have no place in our lives or homes. We must not flinch in the face of danger, even though around every corner we may face monstrous darkness, lurking predators and wolves in sheep's clothing. Be relentless says God! Keep the faith, stay on the path, and walk by faith and burn in His holy fire. How we need to yield and submit to God! 

We need to understand as the church (ecclesia/Bride) we are in a season of testing and a season of refinement. It calls for great perseverance and intensity to keep to the Lord’s path. We need to be ready to soar in the storm for the storms (demonic/worldly) will come but in the fiery furnace we need to rest in the glory and victory of our God our Banner. For as the Lord fought the battle while the arms of Moses were raised on high, so the Lord shall not relent while the Banner of Jesus is raised on high. We raise the Banner by glorifying Christ, exalting Him in word and deed. And the Lord shall give the strength for the Banner to be raised for it shall be planted by the streams of God's mighty presence. As the Lord once said, the Holy Spirit will be the breath of the Banner to call the 'dead' from the tomb.

Prophetically, the following was spoken by the Lord: I shall not relent says the Lord for My Kingdom to shatter the kingdoms of clay and wood and iron. I shall not relent for Babylon has fallen and now is the time for the world to SEE and HEAR of the great works of the Lord of Hosts.

Indeed, I was made aware some time ago that the enemy believes the furnace is its victory, but God is the fire and the glory of the despairing and those seeking victory in the darkness. We must not relent in glorifying God, for in this ‘hour’ on the earth the Bride must step into God’s miraculous power to see greater works. Such works will manifest from a burning bush to a burning forest, from a parting Red Sea to an endless ocean of glory, and from the strength of Samson to the strength of the Bride. The Lord is about to turn many spiritual journeys into Damascus encounters.

Yes, those who raise the Banner of Christ in these perilous and dark days will move in greater authority. Years ago, when the Lord spoke about raising the Banner, meaning yielding and submitting under the New Covenant, I ‘saw’ demons flee at the touch of the believer and the sick healed by one word. I saw the lame walk and the foolish wisdom crushed. We must seek God’s wisdom in times of danger and threats. Such wisdom is only possible when we seek Him above all, for He is a jealous God and an all-consuming fire.

Raise the banner, says the Lord, and hear the Lion of Judah roar! Raise the banner and witness the mountains quake and the earth tremble. Let the natural realm stand in awe of the Name of Jesus in the heavenlies. Such a Name is uttered by those who fear not the furnace or the spear of hatred or the sword of the vengeful one. They shall stand and be victorious, singing the song of Moss and the Lamb - He who has risen and shall come as the Lion. Sing the song of victory for the Blood still cleanses and saves.

For on the day of crucifixion, the devil thought he had won. The Lord says the devil still thinks God's people have been defeated, yet out of the mockery of the defiled arises the Bride who shall ascend in victory, breaking the shackles of the cursed and the damned, and their eyes shall open to see the army of the Lord of Host on the mountains. Yes, greater than the steel of man or the terror of darkness is the host of heaven! The enemy believes the victory is secure, but God says His glory is the strength of the Bride, and they (the remnant) shall arise and be planted on high with the song of the Lamb flowing in their blood. They shall burn bright with Shekinah glory! Yes, raise the Banner to the glory of God. 

There is coming such a sweetness of the Spirit in the end times with the great revival, for the Spirit shall not relent. There is a tenderness in the Spirit, but at the same time a ferocious power. So it shall be for God's children as they walk in the sweetness of the Spirit, yet in the power that tears all asunder that seeks to oppose the will and way of the eternal Kingdom. By the Spirit shall the Lord bring forth the bold, the brave and the courageous – the Bride. Those who seek the Lord, no matter the dangers and threats, will walk by the Spirit and truth. They will exist by the supernatural, and they will be tender, real, tangible, awesome, powerful and not of this world. As the Bride, we must walk by the Spirit of God, for we shall then experience the beauty of the oil of gladness and such oil overflows. Such a remnant knows the intimate yearning when deep cries out to deep. They shall experience a sweetness on the lips of God’s Word, yet a fire on their tongue by God’s truth. Wisdom and a love that burns will overwhelm them. Yes, such a remnant walks by the Spirit of untold spiritual depth and glory.

I was also made to understand that the end-time remnant, raised for the end-time revival and harvest, will know and experience incredible intimacy with the Lord. They shall ‘hear’ the footsteps of the Master and will experience a deepening hunger for the broken and lost. They will weep for revival. In such intense times, we need to know prophetically how the Lord showed that many in this ‘last hour’ will wander into the Garden of Gethsemane to be faced with their greatest trial – to choose the Lord or to seek the way of the fallen. Great will be the anguish as some will have to decide to either lay down the crown or hold onto it. Yet, great will be the victory when the will of the Kingdom is sought. In the Garden, some will come to the end of themselves as they are reborn by the Spirit to walk in the fullness of the One who first walked in Paradise. 

How we need to surrender more than ever to the Spirit of God so that we are overwhelmed by His holy presence. For then we shall remain standing, strong in His might and glory.  The hymn, Sent the Fire by William Booth, is my prayer in such a time where God is calling for His sons and daughters to arise for truth, to stand up for the liberty of Christ and to again share the whole counsel of God as intended and taught by Jesus our Lord and only true Saviour of a world hell-bent on destruction. We must seek the fire so that we may burn for Him and so that we may truly become relentless to His Glory!

If we, as children of God, want to survive and overcome the bulls of Bashan – the spiritual and the physical ‘giants’ - we need to abide in the Lord. We need to remain connected to the Vine. 

We need to become true disciples, grow up in the Spirit, and grow in God’s wisdom, truth and knowledge. If we are not grounded in the Lord, we will be swept away by the storms and be gorged by the bulls. After all, these bulls are waiting for an opportunity to strike, and they shall indeed do so since so many believers have given so much legal right to the devil to attack. Yes, we must remain connected to God, for then we are connected to life, hope, vision, joy and life!
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More than ever, as the ‘bulls’ gather to gorge believers (for they are already gorging those who continue to reject the Lordship of Jesus), we need to stay connected to God. 

John 15 says: “5 I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.”

Jesus used this picture to assure His disciples of continued connection and relationship, even though He was about to depart from them. Yet He spoke this in a way that also indicated an aspect of choice on their part. Abiding was something they had to choose. If we are not going to stay connected to the Lord, then we are facing the real possibility of being gorged by the ‘bulls’, or in other words, being devoured by this world and the enemy.

The Lord, not man or any other church, makes it clear that the branch can't bear fruit if it isn’t connected to the vine. The disciples can’t do true good for God and His Kingdom if they do not consciously connect with and abide in Jesus. We cannot grow in truth, in the Spirit, or walk in life, without being connected to the Vine. All our sap and safety is from Christ.  Fruit bearing is inevitable with abiding. The quality and quantity of the fruit may differ, but the presence of fruit will be inevitable.

The purpose of the branch is to bear fruit. Though there are uses for grape leaves, people don’t raise grape vines to look at the pretty leaves. They take the trouble to cultivate, plant, water and tend the vines so that fruit can be enjoyed. In this sense, we can say that fruit represents Christian character (such as the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5). God’s work in us and our connection to Him should be evident by fruit, and perhaps by much fruit.  The verb fructify means to make (something) fruitful or productive. When we abide in Christ, we begin to bear the fruit of Christ; therefore, we grow and reflect the image of Christ.

If we do not desire to become more like Christ by bearing fruit, then there is a real danger that our confession of faith is false. If we truly follow God, then it must be all about God. We must hunger and desire to be in His presence. We must diligently seek to bear fruit to His glory.

Fruit also implies inherent reproduction. Virtually every piece of fruit has seeds within it, seeds that are meant to reproduce more fruit. The concept of abiding is not restricted to our abiding in Jesus; it also includes His abiding in us (and I in him). It is a mutual dynamic that expects our life to be spiritually and practically in vital connection with Jesus, and that expects Him to indwell us in an active, real way. In no way is the responsibility for abiding only upon the believer.

It isn’t that the disciples could do no activity without Jesus. They could be active without Him, as were the enemies of Jesus and many others. Yet they and we can do nothing of real, eternal value without Jesus. It is only by union with Him that any branch can bear fruit: once that union is broken, the sap no longer flows; and fruit in that branch is no longer possible, though the remains of the sap that lay in it may be enough to bear leaves and so, for a time, give semblance of life. ‘It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me’ (Galatians 2:20), and ‘I can do all things in him who strengthens me’ (Philippians 4:13).” 

There is a price of not abiding and a promise to those who do abide: “If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. By this, My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.” Jesus warned His disciples that failing to abide means that life fails. A branch only has life as it is connected to the stock of the vine; a disciple only spiritually lives as they are connected to the Master. These verbs describe a progression for the one who doesn’t abide: cast out, withered, gathered, thrown, and burned. Like other parables, the picture Jesus used here was not meant to describe a whole theological system. Yet the progression described is a sober and significant warning of the danger of not abiding.

The phrasing Jesus used here was important. He didn’t say, “If anyone does not bear fruit he is cast out”. He said, “If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out”. He knows who abides and who does not, and this can’t be perfectly discerned by our outward estimation of fruit. The lifeless branch bears no fruit, and even its wood is good for nothing but burning. This reference to burning and fire raises the association of punishment in the life to come and warns of the great consequences of failing to abide.

We think of how these words would impact the eleven disciples who first heard them. Jesus told them He would depart; yet they would not be disconnected from Him. The work of the Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, would be to keep them connected to Jesus. If they were disconnected from Him, they would be ruined – perhaps as Judas was.

These are people who are not true followers of Jesus and are, therefore, not connected to Him. The branches must be connected to the Vine to receive life and to produce fruit. A flower that isn’t connected to the tree will begin wilting. As such, a person not connected to the Vine is spiritually dead. The Father prunes every branch that produces fruit so they will produce even more fruit. Jesus said, “This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples” (John 15:8). We should be growing in the Fruit of the Spirit. And in this passage, Jesus focuses on one in particular...love. Jesus reminds his followers to remain in His love and that obedience is evidence of His disciples’ love for Him. In John 13:35 Jesus said, “By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The vine is the source and carrier of life for each branch that is attached.  If a branch is not connected to the vine (if it is broken off), then it cannot get the necessary living ingredients to produce fruit.  If a branch is connected to the vine but for some reason is not receiving life (perhaps the branch is a lifeless, dead branch), then that branch cannot produce living fruit and must be cut off (pruned) from the living vine.  Jesus recognised that this is a good analogy for the relationship he shares with his people (the Church).  Every believer is a branch, and Jesus is the life-giving vine.  If Christians want to experience life and produce living fruit, they must remain (abide) in Jesus, the true vine.  Any person who is superficially connected to Jesus but does not bear the fruit of the Spirit is not receiving life from Jesus, the true vine.  He is a dead branch that will be cut off from Jesus.  Any person who is not connected to Jesus in any way is a branch that is not connected to the vine.  That kind of person will die spiritually (he is already spiritually dead) unless he is grafted into Jesus, the true and living vine.

Water and nutrients flow up from the roots and outward from the vine to the branches – never back. Nutrients are used by the branch to grow and produce fruit. Excess water evaporates through the leaf’s surface. As we know, a branch withers if its connection to the vine is damaged or severed because the flow is interrupted.

Galatians 5 makes it clear what the fruits of the Spirit: “22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” Take note we are dealing here with the fruits of the Spirit, not our spirit. So we can only develop and carry such fruit when we allow God to abide and work in us. Therefore, we have to “live in the Spirit”, meaning walking in the Spirit who produces such fruit. We have become too obsessed with creating a feel-good Church, gifts, signs and wonders, yet ignoring character. We need to earnestly cultivate a character that glorifies and exalts God, so that the world may know we are disciples of God because of the fruit we carry.

Galatians 5 speaks about the fruit of THE Spirit. In our capacity, we cannot generate such constant good fruits, but this can only be done when we yield and submit to the Holy Spirit. After all, daily we struggle with the realm of the soul and, therefore with our thoughts and emotions. So Paul writes: “25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” Only when we are led by the Spirit, as also mentioned in Romans 8, will the evidence of the Spirit (therefore the fruit of His work and presence) be manifested and evident in our lives? This is the key to a balanced life – a life led by the Spirit of God where we are led not solely led by our intelligence or emotions but by the Spirit of the Lord.

In Matthew 7 we read, “15 Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore by their fruits you will know them.”

It is simple. We shall be known by the fruit we bear. If we are truly disciples, we shall bear the fruits of the Spirit. This is the true test if someone is a disciple of God, for they have yielded and submitted to God. Verse 19 alludes to how Character defines who we are. If we are true disciples of God, then our character should reflect such a reality. One’s character will always be exposed under varying circumstances, so we can only fool people for so long. Character determines how we think, which then determines how we speak and act. We use the term character to describe a person’s most prominent attributes, therefore, the total of the features and traits that form an individual’s nature. A person with “good character” does not mean that they are perfect but it does mean they are, for example, worthy of trust and admiration. So when we say someone has good character we are expressing the opinion that his or her nature is defined by worthy traits like integrity, courage, and compassion. People of good character are guided by ethical principles and they do the right thing.

The reality is, no one is born with good character; it’s not a hereditary trait. And it isn’t determined by a single noble act. Character is established by conscientious adherence to moral values, or more specifically, following God. It is to pursue a path of moral excellence, underlined by the fruits of the Spirit. Good character allows us to stand in times of storms, trials, tribulations and hard times.

Paul’s character was shaped and moulded firstly by leading a life as a persecutor of the Christian faith, and then by becoming one of the faith’s greatest advocates! 2 Corinthians 11 stipulates all that Paul suffered for the Gospel. Yet he endured, ran the race and kept the faith, not because of goose-bump moments with God now and then, but because his character was forged in the constant fellowship with God. Yes, he obeyed, he submitted and yielded, and so was able to stand the test of great persecution and suffering. His character was truly moulded by baptisms of fire, just like King David’s character was shaped. Character allows us to endure and keep the course, standing for the Gospel.  

Paul makes it very clear in 1 Corinthians 13:13 that the greatest of all spiritual gifts is love. Based on this, we know that love is the result that we see in our faith and our hope. Love is the goal. It must be part and parcel of our character. To have faith is to be sure of the things we hope for and to know that our beliefs are real, despite not being able to see it. Faith is a channel of living trust, an assurance from God that His promises will never fail. Hope is to trust in something beneficial that could happen in the future. Hope provides an anchor for the soul as it is rooted in the work of Jesus Christ, who paid for our sins on the Cross. Yet the love of Christ is a self-sacrificial love that seeks what is best for others. True love is defined in one of the Bible’s most famous passages: For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. (John 3:16).

In God’s love, we find forgiveness for ourselves, and we find the strength to forgive others. In His love, we are redeemed, restored and no longer rejected. In His love we belong, we know who we are and we are no longer condemned. Paul endured and ran the race until the end for he was settled in love for he was settled in Jesus. Day and night and night and day Paul was harassed, yet he stood firm when he travelled to strange countries with strange pagan beliefs because he grasped the TRUTH that we can only truly stand firm in this life if we allow ourselves to love as Jesus loved, and if we hope and have trust in Him who is the eternal and beautiful God and King of all heavens.

Take note, Jesus never said the prophets would be known by signs and wonders and miracles. Mark 16 says, “19 So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. 20 And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen.” Signs and wonders testify to the Word of God, therefore supporting the truth of the Gospel. It doesn’t testify to the nature of the character of the messenger, meaning if such a person is truly a follower of God. After all, God works mysteriously to fulfil His will and to uphold His truth. Character is only determined by the evidence of fruit, nothing else.

Let us read “Matthew 7: 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ These disciples were trusting in signs and miracles to attest to their validity as followers of Christ. Yet the Lord showed them away because they were not carrying the fruits of the Spirit! Jesus called them workers of iniquity, indicating moral and spiritual corruption.

These days, we are quick to testify to someone’s validity as a disciple of God based on the presence of signs and wonders. Oh yes, the church must be operating in such power, yet it only testifies to God’s truth, not the messenger. So often people say this or that person is a great man/woman of God not based on their character, but based on the strength of their preaching, or the presence of signs and wonders. The problem is, many supposed signs and wonders in churches these days are false and counterfeit! Can we truly discern the godly character, or do signs and wonders, even when fake, blind us to the reality of a lack of it?

Mark 16 makes it clear that signs and wonders follow those who follow Christ. This is because such disciples earnestly seek God, His truth and will. They will be preaching and teaching the truth, and so their character will reflect God’s nature. We must pursue righteousness as we pursue the character of Christ, for then signs and wonders will follow. But the ultimate test remains if we bear the fruits of the Spirit. And this includes desiring holiness more than fleshly indulgence. We pursue righteousness when we seek the way and the truth of God.

With this in mind, Charismania holds great danger simply because it is leading so often people further away from the Word of God, and from what it means to be a true disciple of God. A true disciple must grow spiritually, in maturity by character and by spiritual knowledge. A true disciple abides constantly and habitually in God, not to meet his own needs and wants, but to serve and to fulfil the Great Commission. The encounter gospel creates the illusion of connection with God, or the illusion of a spiritual experience, but many times this is not the case. The emotional euphoria quickly blinds and misleads, and so we believe we are true disciples for “believing” we have been touched by divinity. Our spiritual wellness, therefore, depends sadly on the encounter and the feeling. So when the feeling is gone and the hype has faded, so we then begin to stumble on the road and even falter along the way. Character keeps us standing and fighting the battle to the end, just like when David slew Goliath.

There is a real danger thus in believing one is a disciple based only on encounters and feelings. After all, a large part of a true Christian’s life is void of goosebump moments or euphoria. It is a tough journey of running the race as you face personal and real demons, persecution, mockery and even threats. It is a journey of staying on the narrow road, dying to the Self, listening to God and always obeying. To always surrender your own will for the will of God is not easy, but with Charismania much of the reality of such a journey is hardly touched on or even explored. Never mind sound Biblical study. Charismania is primarily characterized by signs, wonders and miracles, for this is part and parcel of the encounter gospel. Yet what about true discipleship, which calls for character building and forging?

Believers, we have made things so complicated - specifically when it comes to serving the Lord and what the Lord deems important. The Lord calls for simplicity in being His son or daughter. Being a child of His, therefore, reflects His nature and character. We can take all our teachings and all our doctrines and all our knowledge and it will boil down to the following ancient truths: love your Lord beyond all. Fear your Lord, morning to evening, awake and asleep. Have faith in Him, for He is your Father. Trust Him, for He is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

That is it – condensed but the crux of our divine walk. From there all things will flow says the Lord - anointing, dominion, power, authority, healing, deliverance, life and light. Seek to love Him, fear Him and walk in faith. No half measures. No lukewarm living. Obey as He speaks. Follow as He leads. Living in the Spirit. Seek Him day and night.

When water flows in a river it flows naturally - it flows beautifully, in harmony and perfectly for it is designed and created to make a path. If we love Him, fear Him and walk
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