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Children are naturally curious about the world around them, and
 curiosity is a powerful motivation for reading. Studies show that
 informational reading is critical to success in school. National
 Geographic Kids Readers allow you to feed your children’s interests
 and create readers who not only can read, but also want to read!

To sustain children’s excitement about reading, we have created a
 special program called NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC KIDS SUPER READERS.
 As kids read each National Geographic Kids Reader, they cross
 off its picture on a free National Geographic Kids Super Readers
 poster that parents can download from natgeokids.com/superreaders.





Throughout the process, kids and parents go to the website and
 download specially designated prizes that reward their effort. Kids
 can have even more reading fun online, with lively book-related
 activities, quizzes and games, fascinating excerpts, and sneak
 previews of upcoming books.

The National Geographic Kids Super Readers program appeals to
 kids’ love of accomplishment while providing them with incentives
 to keep reading. When the reading experience is fun, children learn
 more and achieve more. What could be better than that?




Sincerely,

Mariam Jean Dreher
 Professor of Reading Education
 University of Maryland, College Park
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For Blake and Molly —S. W. D.
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Some squid can
 glow in the dark.




Cuttlefish pupils
 are shaped like a W.




The piglet squid has a see-through body that makes it nearly invisible to predators.




Like sheep,
 goats, and toads,
 octopuses have
 rectangular pupils.




A live giant squid was
 photographed at the
 ocean’s surface for
 the first time in 2006.




At the ends of its
 tentacles, the colossal
 squid has hooks that
 can swivel.




Deep-sea squid often eat one another.




Pygmy squid are so
 small that they often
 cling to blades
 of seagrass.




A deep-sea squid called
 the octopus squid is
 known to detach its arms
 to distract predators.
 (It later regrows them.)




Dumbo octopuses
 get their name from
 their large fins,
 which resemble the
 ears of the Disney-
movie elephant.




One type of squid
 called the odd bobtail
 squid shoots out
 glow-in-the-dark
 mucus instead of ink.




Some species of young
 squid gather in groups
 of thousands, called
 schools, to stay safe
 from predators.
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Newborn cuttlefish are so small that four of
 them could fit inside a teaspoon. But they
 can already hunt and make ink!




Striped pajama squid spend
 most of their day hiding
 under sand on the seafloor.




When threatened,
 the blanket octopus
 unfurls long sheets
 of skin attached to
 its arms in order
 to appear bigger.




Dumbo octopuses live deeper in the sea than any
 other octopus—up to 23,000 feet below the surface.




After eating, many octopuses pile the
 empty shells of their prey outside their den.




The lyre
 cranch squid
 has eyes on
 long stalks.




The deadly blue-ringed
 octopus is the size of a golf
 ball, but it packs enough
 venom to kill 26 humans
 within minutes.




In certain light, a vampire squid’s skin and eyes look deep red.




One ancient cephalopod
 had an 18-foot-long shell—
that’s longer than an SUV!




One captive octopus was so fond of
 a Mr. Potato Head toy that he fought
 back if anyone tried to take it away.




Mother octopuses carefully guard
 their eggs and gently push water
 over them to give them oxygen.




The deep-sea cockeyed squid has one
 bulging eye that sees shadows in dim
 light and one smaller eye that spots
 animals glowing in the dark.




The cockatoo squid holds its arms together,
 curved over its head, which makes it look
 a bit like the bird it’s named after.
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Octopuses, squid,
 and their relatives
 are so weird,
 they’re almost
 like aliens! They
 use their long
 arms to catch
 prey and their sharp
 beaks to gobble them
 up. Many can shift their
 shapes and colors, and
 even squirt clouds of ink.




And they’re some of the
   most intelligent animals in
    the sea. These creatures
    are called cephalopods
   (SEF-uh-luh-pods).




Cuttlefish
 sometimes seem to
 HYPNOTIZE THEIR PREY
 by flashing colors
 and patterns.




A squid’s
 brain is shaped
 LIKE A
 DOUGHNUT.
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