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            "You will either have a mind shaped by the world... Or a mind shaped by the Word...There is no middle ground"

      

    


"Loving Jesus" presents a comprehensive guide to embodying Jesus's love in all aspects of life. It emphasises God's unconditional love as the catalyst for transformative change. The book explores practical application of this love, highlighting spiritual disciplines such as prayer, scripture study, and fellowship. It also addresses obstacles like doubt, fear, and hardship and how to overcome them. The text underscores the ripple effect of a transformed life, impacting family, community, and relationships, especially marriage, by reflecting Christ's love. The book challenges readers to make a decisive commitment to living a life of love, empowered by the Holy Spirit.

Are you ready to transform your life and love like Jesus? In a world where love is often defined as a fleeting emotion, this book offers a powerful guide to experiencing and living out the true, unconditional love of God.
•
[image: image]

Discover the depths of God's love: This book doesn't just talk about love; it helps you encounter it personally. Learn how God's love is unconditional, sacrificial, eternal, and transformative. Understand how to break free from the lies that block you from receiving His love and embrace the truth that sets you free.
•
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Renew your mind and change your life: Transformation begins with a renewed mind. Discover how to replace negative thought patterns with biblical truth and cultivate a Christ-centred perspective that shapes how you see yourself, others, and the world.
•
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Embrace the power of the Holy Spirit: You can't love like Jesus on your own. Learn to recognise the Holy Spirit's presence in your life and yield to His guidance, allowing His supernatural love to flow through you.
•
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Live out practical love in every area of your life: This book isn't just about theory; it's about action. Discover how to love God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and how to love your neighbour as yourself through practical acts of kindness, integrity, and truth.
•
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Overcome the obstacles to transformation: Doubt, fear, hardness of heart, and self-importance can hinder your journey. Learn how to fight back against these spiritual threats and embrace faith, courage, humility, and a soft heart.
•
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Experience the ripple effect of a transformed life: Your transformation doesn't just impact you; it impacts your family, your community, and the world. Discover how to be salt and light, bringing hope, justice, and truth to those around you.
•
[image: image]

Build a marriage that reflects Christ: For those who are married, this book offers guidance on building a Christ-centred marriage based on sacrificial love, commitment, and joy. Learn how to overcome challenges and create a relationship that testifies to the power of the Gospel.
This book is a call to action. It challenges you to move beyond vague Christianity and embrace a life of radical love, empowered by God's grace and the Holy Spirit. Are you ready to surrender completely, live fully, and love like Jesus?

Scripture References
All Scriptures in this publication are from the New King James Version® unless otherwise stated.
Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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Introduction

Loving—A Key to Life Itself
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The blow, when it came, was so forceful that I still remember it vividly, nearly seventy years later. A voice in my head declared, “You will be leaving this church soon. I have plans for you.” I was only eight years old. Then came the second blow, even more unsettling: “In your latter years, I will ask you to lay down your life for me.”

I looked around, bewildered, making sure no one else had heard. Surely, I had imagined it? Out of my control, these words settled deep within me, an unshakable certainty. Days later, I mentioned it to my foster mum, who dismissed it with a laugh. “Probably the cucumber sandwiches you had for lunch,” she said and changed the subject. I knew what I had heard, and, as reinforcement, it happened again: “I am taking you away from here. The influence is not beneficial to the plans I have for you.”

At eight years old, I could hardly comprehend such words, yet their meaning was unmistakably clear. Somehow, I was to leave the Catholic church. Then, one day far, far in the future, I was to lay down my life for Jesus. Who else but Him could make such a demand?

Looking back, I realise that moment was the beginning of a journey I don’t fully understand even now, far less at the time. Like many, I had grown up hearing the words “Jesus loves you.” They showed up on banners, were sung in Sunday school, and spoken with gentle reassurance by those who seemed so certain. If I was honest, I struggled to receive them fully. Did He love me because I was good? Because I tried hard? Because I followed the rules? His love felt more like an abstract idea—one that I could accept in theory but not necessarily embrace as my own.

It wasn’t until much later that I discovered some more truth: Jesus’ love isn’t just a sentiment—it’s a reality that demands a response. It is impossible to receive it passively; we either reject it outright or we learn to love Him back. In loving Him, we find that the meaning of selfless love is no longer a theory. It ceases being about me—my worth, my efforts, my struggle—but about Him, what He did, His forgiveness, and the future hope He promises.

That’s the journey this book explores. What does loving Jesus really mean? How does it change us? Can we move from simply knowing about His love to living it with the same simplicity?

If this book ever gets so complicated that you find yourself saying, “I have no idea what this chap is talking about,” put it down and send me an email. I cannot overemphasise this: simplicity matters. If you can write a solid ten-page argument explaining how this book fails to meet its promise—”Discover the Simplicity of Loving Like Christ”—I will personally refund your purchase price.

You’ve heard the saying, “The devil is in the details.” Almost. The truth is, the devil is in the complicated details. He thrives on blur and confusion. Straight talk does not come from crooked lips.

Watch how we twist simple truths to create escape clauses that let us dodge being obedient:

“Surely, you can’t expect me to suffer persecution, or even die, for what is essentially a mythical figure?”

“Christ didn’t mean, ‘Go and sin no more.’ That’s just an illusion.”

“Here are ten reasons from Scripture why that’s clearly NOT what He meant.”

“You’re always going to sin, brother.”

“What, are you saying you’re perfect, then?”

This joy-stealing deception keeps you chained until one day, you throw it off and declare:

“I am going to follow Christ. In word and in deed. I will love without expecting anything in return. I will lay down my life for others. If they trample me, I will take it patiently—until the day they, too, choose to follow Jesus. Even if that takes twenty years.”

“But brother, you’re going to be abused, mocked, and emotionally crucified.”

“Oh, you mean like Jesus was?”

At first, we think loving Jesus means doing more—praying harder, serving more, proving our devotion. The more we try, the more we realise that love isn’t about effort; it’s about surrender. Loving Jesus isn’t about what we do for Him—it’s about letting Him transform us. When He does, He changes everything.

You see people differently and feel their pain. You long to comfort them as you watch them struggle just to survive. Your desire to help outweighs your caution.

“No good helping him, he will always be like that.”

Maybe he hasn’t seen Jesus yet?

Loving Jesus means loving like Jesus. That’s when you realise this isn’t about me at all. True love alters our focus: Jesus loves me → I love Jesus → I love others because of Jesus.

The journey of love is a journey of transformation—and it all begins with Him.

This book is an invitation to get on that journey. To discover the simplicity and power of loving like Christ. Not by striving, but by abiding. Not by trying to be better, but by letting His love make you new.

For that, you need only one accessory—a deep reading and understanding of His Word.

Brother Paul writes, “Faith comes by hearing...” (Romans 10:17a).

Hearing what?

What are you really listening to?

The wrong voices are everywhere—whispers of doubt, fear, and distraction. The world shouts its own version of truth, twisting the message until sin sounds reasonable and righteousness seems extreme and costly.

Faith does not come by hearing just anything.

It does not come by hearing feel-good messages, empty platitudes, or self-help speeches wrapped in spiritual language.

It does not come by hearing tradition, opinion, or even well-meaning religious talk that waters down obedience.

No, faith comes by hearing...

“...and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17b).

This is the dividing line. Faith isn’t built on any words—it is built on God’s Word.


•  His Word is the difference between faith that stands firm and faith that crumbles.

•  His Word is the difference between knowing about Jesus and truly following Him.

•  His Word is the difference between a life of striving and a life of surrender.


If you’re listening to the wrong voices, your faith will be weak. If you abide in His Word, your faith will grow strong.

No Word → no faith. Weak Word → weak faith. Strong Word → strong faith.

The choice is yours.

No Middle Ground

At the end of this book, you will have a choice.

Not an illusion of choice. Not a halfway, comfortable “I’ll think about it” kind of response. No. This book leaves no room for fence-sitting, no third option that allows you to nod in agreement but walk away unchanged.

You will either pray something like this:


•  “Never again allow me the luxury of deceiving myself with worldly rationalities to avoid loving like You, Lord Jesus.”


Or you will say—perhaps not aloud, but in the quiet corners of your soul:


•  “I hear clearly what You are saying, but no—not for me. Not now anyway. Life’s too good, and I love the sin and the risk of it too much.”


That’s it.

Two responses. One of two paths.

No middle ground.

Here’s the hard truth: If you don’t actively choose to love like Jesus, you are choosing not to. There is no neutral position on this. The call of Christ is always clear—“Follow Me”. There is no “maybe later.” Later is a lie we tell ourselves when we don’t want to face the truth now.

This is where faith by hearing and hearing by the Word of God, comes into play.

When you truly hear—when the Word of God cuts through your defences and your excuses—you either yield to it or harden your heart against it.

Let’s not pretend there’s another option.


•  You will either love like Jesus—or you will walk away.

•  You will either surrender—or you will resist.

•  You will either choose transformation—or you will choose self-preservation.


Loving like Jesus is the ultimate risk. It is a death—a death to self, to pride, to comfort, to our carefully crafted justifications. It is a love that leaves no room for conditions, no room for self-protection, no room for easy exits.

This is the only love that leads to a full and victorious life, here on earth.

If you’re reading this book looking for loopholes, hoping to find some justification for keeping Jesus at arm’s length while still claiming His name, let me save you the trouble.

There are none.

Jesus said, “He who is not with Me is against Me.” (Matthew 12:30)

He didn’t leave space for partial discipleship. Neither will this book.

You
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