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    To the striped-face bandits in the trees of our yards.

      

    

[image: image]

[image: image]

RACOON SITS IN A TREE

Showing hands with five fingers

Is he one or two?
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ONE RISES, ARCHING

It’s time for a getaway

While the other sleeps
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UP IN SKY HOLLOW  

Nocturnal creatures would sleep

No, wait, not quite yet!
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One’s making a break

Living behind his tree mate

Why now in the twilight? 
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WELL, WHAT’S THE HURRY?

Let me tell you a secret

Something about you ...
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A LITTLE COAXING

Do you still want to venture?

Yes, it’s warmer here
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LOUNGING AT THE TOP

It’s a good enough option

To share a friend’s dream
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THE WORLD’S AFIRE

Four ears, doubled headed

Things getting mixed up
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AFTERWARDS, A SCENT

Something curious perhaps

Where has my mate gone? 
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MY HAND REACHES OUT

Into a void between trees

What am I touching?
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BACK ON TOP AGAIN?

Not giving up on you yet

What’s better than me?
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NOSE TO NOSE HELLO

What more morning happening?

You’re asking to trust
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HANGING PIGGY BACK

Digging deep into my fur

It’s risky up high  
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I’M HEADING BACK DOWN

Whether you’re coming or not

You’re still peering out
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I HUG THE TREE TIGHT

At dawn, a straight down descent 

A little scary 
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UPWARD AND AWAY

I ‘m going out on a limb

But, on my own for once  
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MEANWHILE, THE OTHER

Is feeling quite rejected

The sun is greeting
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WAIT, I’M COMING BACK!

Even if it’s dangerous 

Leaping back to you
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OK,  JOIN AGAIN 

It’s getting light, too much so

Time to head back home 
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COME ALONG NOW, PLEASE

You might keep your tongue inside

Just a few moments ...
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WAIT! WHO’S THAT SPYING?

Don’t you have any manners?

Your racoon neighbor...
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