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Hello Keen Learners, we start our book series by invoking the God of war, of logic, of rationality, and of quick action – also called “Bhoomi ke Devta” – Mangal Maharaj or Mars. This book series aims to make astrology simple for all – and we will gradually cover all the key aspects you need to learn in astrology regarding Planets, Houses, Rashis/ Zodiacs and finally, the various rules/ ways of reading a horoscope.

There are multiple books on the subject which are good to learn astrology – specifically B. V. Raman’s books, BPHS (Parashara’s original treatise on the subject of astrology), etc. and the author recommends learners read all of them. Of these, the author especially recommends G. S. Kapoor’s “Jyotish Seekhiye” in the original hindi language. However, this book series will take a different and slower approach – we will start with the basics – P-H-R (Planets, Houses, Rashis) and then introduce rules such as how to interpert Retrograde planets, what results do planets give in different houses, the concept of house lords, the Jaimini system, usage of Vastu, special rules (viz. Bhavat Bhavam, house lord exchanges, etc.), how to read divisional charts, major Yogs and Dashas, Concepts of Panchange (Tithi, Vaar, Yog, Nakshatra, Karan), what are Yogakarakas, concepts of Mahadasha and Antardasha (i.e. timing), etc. Astrology in endless and you can actually pick one subject and spend decades learning it. For example, just on the topic of Nakshatra (or Moon’s residential mansions) – one can spend decades on it, going deeper and deeper.

However, we recommend the reader/ eager learner to not be fazed. We will introduce concepts simply and in a step by step manner allowing readers to follow what is happening and why we say something. Our ancestors made learning simple by introducing myths and stories – and we will use myths and stories to help readers remember rules. 

For creating horoscopes, we highly recommend the freely available Jagannath Hora by P. V. R. Narsimha Rao who has also written a fantastic book on the subject of Vedic Astrology. 

So with that, let’s invoke Lord Ganesha (the manifestation of the Vedic astrology planet Ketu) and start. Jai Ganesh, let’s begin!

Om Suryay Namah

Om Chandray Namah

Om Mangalay Namah

Om Brishaspati-ay Namah

Om Shukray Namah

Om Buddhay Namah

Om Shanischaray Namah

Om Rahve Namah

Om Ketve Namah!

For help and guidance (and any consultations), you may also email the author at astrologerva@gmail.com

Regards

Astrologer V. C. A.
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Mangal maharaj in Hindu mythology
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There are various key stories about Mangal maharaj/ Mars which are relevant to understanding who our lord Mangal Maharaj is and how he provides results. Secondly, these stories will help you interpret how to interpret people who have Mangal Maharaj as a planet exalted or afflicted in their horoscopes.

Mangal maharaj was born to Bhoo devi – the goddess of Earth. One of our Puranas state that our Lord Mars was borne of a tear droplet as Lord Shiva mourned the death of his consort, Devi Parvati. The red tear droplet fell to the earth and a crying many-armed infant was born. Once born, the Goddess Earth appeared to Lord Shiva and Shiva, while still mourning his beloved, asked the Goddess to take care of our Lord Mars and granted a boon to Him. Lord Shiva said that whoever wants the benefit of land, shall have to seek the blessing of Mars. Hence the importance of Mars to everyone who ever wants to invest or buy real estate in any form!

In Vedic astrology and Hindu religion, Lord Mars is the commander of army. The kings in the army are Sun and Moon (Moon can be thought of as the Queen) but Mars is the army general. He follows the orders of the King Sun and he listens to the advice of Lord Jupiter (who is the Wise Prime Minister).
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Lord Mars’ motion through the Zodiac
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Lord Mars moves fast spending roughly 2 years to transit through the zodiac. However, Mars is also retrograde for roughly 2 months in each cycle. 
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