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			Alexandre Dumas

			French writer

			
					Born in Villers-Cottêrets in 1802

					Died in Puys in 1870

					Notable works: 	Pauline (1838), novel

	The Three Musketeers (1844), novel

	The Count of Monte Cristo (1844-1845), novel




			

			Alexandre Dumas (1802-1870), who is often referred to as père (father) in order to distinguish him from his son, was a French writer, close to Romanticism. The son of a general of Afro-Caribbean origin, he began working from a young age before directing his attention to writing. He quickly found success with his vaudevilles and historical dramas. He then wrote an impressive number of works, including Henry III and His Courts (1829) and Kean (1836). But it was his series of historical sagas that truly brought him posterity, particularly the trilogy of The Three Musketeers in 1844 or The Count of Monte Cristo the same year. 

		


		
			The Three Musketeers

			The life story of a musketeer that became famous

			
					Genre: novel 

					Reference edition: Dumas, A. (1853) The Three Musketeers. Trans. Robson, W. London: George Routledge and Co.

					First edition: 1844

					Themes: prison, escape, vengeance, injustice

			

			The Three Musketeers is Alexandre Dumas’ most famous work. Published in a daily newspaper in 1844 in the form of a serial novel, The Three Musketeers is the first part in a trilogy created by the writer. In the first volume, we follow the progression of d’Artagnan, a cadet from Gascony who arrives in Paris and joins the king’s Musketeers. 

			The novel was a resounding success: the newspaper’s sales went up while the work was published and the story was then published in one volume. 

		


		
			Analysis

			Chapters 1-10

			D’Artagnan, the young Gascon (meaning somebody from Gascony), arrives in Paris in 1625. He makes his first appearance in a new world. He has an altercation with Rochefort, who he will later see again, and faces his first humiliation in the presence of Milady. Later, the provincial is welcomed by M. de Tréville, the Captain of the Musketeers, who agrees that d’Artagnan can join them, without being able to give him a title before he campaigns with them.

			The first encounter with the musketeers does not bode well as d’Artagnan manages to get on the wrong side of Athos, Porthos and Aramis in a few minutes. A first fight with the cardinal’s men takes place following an age-old conflict that rages between the king’s guards and those of M. le Cardinal (Richelieu was French prelate and statesman, 1585-1642). D’Artagnan begins to understand that schemes are commonplace. Learning that one of the ladies-in-waiting of Queen Anne of Austria (1601-1666) has been taken by Rochefort, he becomes fixated on finding her and saves her from a mousetrap. 

			Chapters 11-19

			D’Artagnan discovers Madame Bonacieux with the Duke of Buckingham: she leads him to the queen’s house. The young man discovers that secrets pertaining to love and politics connect everybody he has met since arriving in Paris. Rochefort tells the cardinal that the queen has given the diamond studs gifted to her by the king to the Duke of Buckingham. The cardinal therefore plots for Louis XIII (King of France, 1601-1643) to organise a ball and require that the queen wear the studs.

			Chapters 20-24

			The musketeers and d’Artagnan set off for London to get back the studs that the queen has given to Buckingham. The latter, upon d’Artagnan’s arrival (the musketeers stayed in France after all), can only certify the loss of two of the twelve studs. The duke understands that this unlucky development is due to Milady who had moved closer to him during a previous ball and had been able to steal them from him. Buckingham recreates the missing studs and organises for d’Artagnan to return to France. The ball begins and the queen does not have the stud. The king sends her to find them. The cardinal then offers the king the two studs that Milady had sent him in order to expose the queen’s infidelity. The queen reappears wearing 12 studs. Madame Bonacieux arranges a meeting in writing with d’Artagnan, who is unaware that she is hoping to trap him. He waits in vain and ends up setting off to find his three friends. 

			Chapters 25-32

			A few days later, the four friends are reunited in Paris. They then have 15 days to get ready to leave on a campaign for his Majesty. D’Artagnan realises that Milady is not unfamiliar with the meeting supposedly set up by Madame Bonacieux before his departure and therefore knows about her second abduction. After a duel against Lord de Winter, he courts his sister, Milady, and visits her every day. 

			Chapters 33-40

			When d’Artagnan discovers that the cardinal’s emissary, Milady, does not have feelings for him, but in fact detests him, he promises himself that he will get revenge. Pretending to be the man that Milady loves, the Gascon sneaks into her bedroom and joins her in the darkness. He later confesses his lie to Milady and discovers her secret: she is marked with a fleur-de-lis, a symbol which signifies that she is a criminal. D’Artagnan receives an offer to join the cardinal’s guard, but he refuses.

			Chapters 41-46

			The musketeers win La Rochelle as the siege that opposes France, from Cardinal Richelieu, to the English and, above all, Buckingham. D’Artagnan is almost killed by a man sent by Milady, but he defeats him and joins his comrades. The musketeers go to the Auberge of the Columbier Rouge for their safety. From their room, the musketeers hear, thanks to a stove pipe, the cardinal’s conversation with Milady, in the bedroom above their own. During this interview, Richelieu orders his emissary to assassinate Buckingham while she asks to get rid of Madame Bonacieux and of her lover d’Artagnan in exchange. Following these revelations, the musketeers act quickly. Aramis and Porthos leave with Richelieu while Athos, having recognised that Milady is his ex-wife, threatens her with revealing everything he knows about her if she does not give back the blank signed document the cardinal had handed her. Milady complies and leaves France for England the following day in the hope of killing the duke.

			Chapters 47-58

			The musketeers feel the need to meet up without the cardinal suspecting anything. They therefore choose to defend a bastion to take their advice. The decision is made to write to Milady’s brother to unveil his sister’s plans, as well as writing to Madame de Chevreuse, who is being courted by Aramis, so that she will ask her friend, the queen, where to find Madame Bonacieux. 

			Upon arriving in England, Milady is imprisoned by Lord de Winter, who was warned by the musketeers. This situation does not last as Milady cunningly seduces the guard by speaking to him and she flees with his help. 

			A response to the letter written to Madame de Chevreuse tells d’Artagnan that Madame de Bonacieux is in a convent in Bethune. 

			Chapter 59

			The soldier, charmed by Milady and moved by the stories she has told him, thinks he is avenging her by going to kill Buckingham. Lord de Winter arrives too late to save the duke, but in time to arrest the murderer. 

			Chapters 60-62

			It is now time for the musketeers to get to Madame Bonacieux as quickly as possible. At the same time, Milady also sets off for the convent in Bethune. When she arrives there, she manages to get into the Carmelite home and to subtly obtain information from the abbess. 

			The abbess introduces her to Madame Bonacieux. Milady makes conversation until the moment when she recognises the woman and pursues her lie to the point that the queen’s linen maid thinks she is with an ally. Milady learns that the musketeers are about to arrive to get Madame Bonacieux. 

			Chapters 63-64

			Milady, having poisoned Madame Bonacieux’s glass, flees. When d’Artagnan arrives, she is dying, but she finds the strength to talk to him about her companion, the Countess de Winter. Lord de Winter also arrives, which brings the number of people wanting to defeat Milady to three: Athos, Lord de Winter and d’Artagnan. They all decide to punish her and leave, accompanied by a mysterious man brought along by Athos. 

			Chapters 65-67

			The little troop, guided by servants, reach an isolated house where Milady is hiding. They all agree that she should be tried. Each person charges her for her crimes and demands the death penalty. The mysterious man, who turns out to be the executioner that had marked her shoulder, leads her away to kill her.

			Epilogue

			On the king’s return to Paris, d’Artagnan acquires the rank of musketeer while each person carries on with their life.
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