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Oh, Guardian angel!

my sweet company

do not forsake me

neither by night nor by day

wherever I go

You be my protection and my guide

Jesus, Joseph and Mary,

I give you my heart, and my soul 

forever and every day
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“And you he made alive, when you were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience. Among these we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of body and mind, and so we were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind”.

Ephesians 2:1-3, RSV2CE.

In Revelation 12:7-9 we are told by the apostle John about the war that took place in heaven in which Michael the archangel, God’s spiritual warrior, in the battle of good versus evil, defeated the dragon: “Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, but they were defeated and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him”(RSV2CE).

The apostle Paul assumes the ancient belief that [as a consequence of this war] demonic spirits crowd the atmosphere, posing an ominous and ongoing threat to our spiritual lives. The prince among them is Satan, the archenemy of God, who is veiled from our sight but is not thereby any less real or dangerous (Eph 4:27; 6:11; Jn 8:44). In James 4:4-7 we read: “Unfaithful creatures! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore, whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you suppose it is in vain that the Scripture says, ‘He yearns jealously over the spirit which he has made to dwell in us’? But he gives more grace; therefore, it says, ‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.’ Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you”(RSV2CE).

We are actually in the middle of a spiritual war being fought between the hosts of heaven, the angels of God and the demonic spirits that fell along with Lucifer, now Satan.

There is a mighty spiritual war raging all around us. We share this planet with evil spiritual powers whose leader is Satan. We are born into a world where we find ourselves caught amid Satan’s war against God’s kingdom. We have become the targets. We are the prize. The battle is for our very souls. We also are born with a sinful nature, an enemy within, and into a world system that is indifferent and in opposition to both, the will and glory of God. This world attracts and appeals to our sinful nature and competes with God for the possession of our hearts (discoverministries.com).

In our world, the sons of disobedience are an ever-growing group of ‘rebels’ or ‘sinners’, children of wrath as Saint Paul defines them, who are enemies of God and liable to judgment. 

This results from the dismal inheritance of Original Sin, which spreads to every living person by natural generation, and from the actual sins, and ongoing rebellion of the human family against God. (Romans 5:12, RSV2CE). Through the sin of the first man, which came from his free will, our nature became corrupted and ruined; and nothing but the grace of God alone restores it (St. Augustine, On the Grace of Christ, 55). 

Paul of Tarsus was very clear also that the battles that we are fighting against the fallen angels, now demons behind Satan, are mental and spiritual, and that preserving our minds in Jesus Christ is of foremost importance. In Ephesians 6:12 he asserted: “For we are not contending against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places” (RSV2CE).

In Galatians 1:11-12, the apostle Paul affirmed that the gospel of Jesus he had received was not a product of any human knowledge but that came directly from the inspiration of Jesus Christ: “Brethren,  he said, I would have you know that the gospel which was preached by me is not man's gospel. For I did not receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through a revelation of Jesus Christ”(RSV2CE). 

And this divine knowledge is very important to acquire because in the world that we are living in, many instances of Christianity have distorted the truth of the word of God that came to us from Christ, and that the only way to achieve salvation through the word of God is with our faith that comes from divine hearing, and that what we are hearing is the word of God (Romans 10:17, RSV2CE). And this refreshing and never-distorted divine word is waiting for us to be spoken within our hearts and through the inspiration and protection of the holy spirit, the gift of Christ to our souls. 

In this world, we won’t be justified by the works of the law which Jesus came and fulfilled abolishing the old covenant of Moses, and initiating a new covenant of the spirit that follows a path of holiness and salvation. So, the path of redemption is not through human knowledge and the overcoming of ignorance of whatever is transpiring in our material world.

Through Jesus, the law was replaced by a new dispensation... Jesus does not say no part of the law will ever pass away; he says no part of it shall pass away until it is fulfilled. He says He came to do this very thing, to fulfill it (Matthew 5:17-18, RSV2CE). So, with His coming, the law has been fulfilled and has passed away. We now live under the law of Christ, not beneath the law of Moses (Craig, 2020, whig.com).

But what are we witnessing today in our world? Not an effort to overcome sin but to overcome ignorance, and certainly not a process of sanctification of our societies but instead, a tendency to learn whatever the media decides that we need to know -mostly the lies that come from the mind of Satan –other than to submit to the will of our heavenly Father.

The apostle Paul is warning God's people that human reason aided by demonic inspiration—elemental spirits—is the source of the philosophies that undergird our societies. If one is searching for truth about life and its purpose, those philosophies are not the place to look for it. The fullness of truth is to be found in Jesus Christ (John W. Ritenbaugh. The Berean: Truth, Part 1, 2023. bibletools.org).
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“Because you have made the Lord your refuge, the Most High your habitation, no evil shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent. For he will give his angels charge of you to guard you in all your ways. On their hands they will bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone. You will tread on the lion and the adder, the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot”.

Psalm 91:9-13, RSVCE

The word angel comes from the Greek word aggelos (pronounced angelos), which means messenger (nxtbook.com).

We are taught in our catechism that our lives are surrounded by the “watchful care” of angels. Beside each believer stands an angel as protector, and shepherd leading him to life” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 336).

In his commentary on Psalm 103, St. Augustine tells us: “ ‘Angel’ is the name of their office, not of their nature. If you seek the name of their nature, it is ‘spirit’ ”(On Psalm 103, 1, 15). In other words, angels are pure, immortal spirits; and what they do is act as messengers, or ambassadors, for God. God gives each of us our very own guardian angel. Guardian angels lift us above the ways of the world so that we can see the ways of God. Guardian angels are always working behind the scenes to protect us from temptation, to guard our hearts and minds, and to help us deal with any danger or difficulty we may face (The Word Among Us. 2023. wau
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