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Every lesson starts with a plan. A skilled teacher has a framework for the information they want to convey with enough flexibility to allow them to pivot as needed. They will use feedback from their audience to choose which techniques will promote understanding. Ideally, their students will go away enriched, sharing the knowledge they have gained with others.

Jesus Christ was the ultimate teacher. His primary tool was the use of parables, stories with moral implications and layers of meaning. Given that we do not have all of Christ’s teachings (see John 21:25), Christians need to study the ones recorded in the Bible. Preserved for millennia, their very inclusion in this sacred book testifies to their value. They teach us not only how to live in the present but also how our actions and attitudes will affect our lives eternally.

I have been studying the Bible for over thirty years, and every time I open its pages, I learn something new. Each tidbit increases my appreciation of the text and the wisdom it contains. The messages are timeless and provide the tools necessary for us to live good lives, avoid pain, and love as Jesus would.

This book is the first in a series studying the parables of Jesus Christ. The parables I have chosen to discuss here represent the love of God toward all of us and the great worth of every one of His children. When Jesus told these stories, he wanted to represent the whole of humanity. The people in these stories were just like us. They were rebellious but redeemable. They suffered from short-sightedness before changing. Some of them lost track of an essential item and did everything in their power to retrieve it. Others lashed out due to a lack of information, causing pain to those around them. 

The one thing they all had in common was that their lives were given to us as an example or a warning of how we are meant to behave, think, and live. I hope that as you read this book, these people may become closer to you. I don’t know if Jesus based them on real people He knew or if they were just examples that we can draw our own conclusions from, but I do know that the fact that we have their stories is important, and Jesus would want you to come to know these people just as He does.

I have chosen to divide the chapters into three parts:


-  A fictional story I wrote from the perspective of one or more of the people covered.

-  An explanation of what happens in the parable for those who may not be familiar with it.

-  The lessons and applications we can gain from these stories.


As you go through each parable, I hope that you keep an open mind. I also want you to read the Biblical passages referenced and see what stands out to you. The Bible is a living book, and God can speak directly to you through it if you allow Him to do so. 

​​

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Parable of the Prodigal Son – Luke 15:11-32
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The scorching sun aggravated his aching muscles as he thrust the hoe into the hard ground. Pausing for a vital drink of water, Marcus wiped the sweat from his brow, his eyes drawn in the direction of home. 

In the distance, he saw the blurry brown shapes of oxen moving slowly through the adjacent field. The animals’ pace told him that his men were making headway with the plowing. Shifting to look in the opposite direction, he saw white puffballs against the backdrop of the vineyard. There had been many lambs this year, and the shepherds were busy keeping the flock fed.

A gust of wind carried the smell of manure, pottery drying in a kiln, and baking bread into his nostrils. Inhaling deeply, he enjoyed the tangible comfort that always came from the smell of home. 

Bending to begin hoeing once again, another gust of wind brought the unexpected scent of sandalwood, triggering a memory of his younger brother, Stephen. He stiffened as he tried to push the memory aside. A stabbing pain in his chest caused tears to form as Stephen’s face danced across his mind, a long-lost specter that refused to be forgotten.

It had been years since Stephen had left to begin a new life. Occasional reports from traveling merchants caused bittersweet feelings as news of debauchery brought shame to their family name while providing a lifeline of hope for their father. 

Working dutifully, Marcus had tried to ease his father’s pain, but the
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