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Introduction





A home is a sanctuary, a place where we can
relax and unwind or enjoy the company of family and friends. Part
of what makes a home so comfortable is the furniture we fill it
with. We have sofas for lounging, dining room sets for
entertaining, beds for sleeping. And the choices we make when it
comes time to purchase this furniture can have a lasting
impression. The wrong decision can make us uncomfortable, awkward,
or regretful.

That's why it's important to be educated
when it comes time to purchase a new piece of furniture, or a new
accessory to accent it with. We want to make sure our home remains
a reflection of our personality while welcoming friends, family,
even ourselves, into its warm embrace. This book is not designed to
be the final word on furniture selection. But I do hope it offers
some guidance that will lead you to the choices that are right for
you.

Enjoy your
home!







Chapter 1

Wood Furniture Construction







Wood furniture consists of dining furniture, bedroom furniture,
desks, and tables -- much of the furniture used on a daily basis.
Knowing what to look for when purchasing wood furniture, and
knowing how to care for it once you have it, can help keep the
furniture in your home beautiful and usable for years.



The Truth About Veneers



Wood furniture can be found in either solid wood or veneer.
Important to note is that when a veneer is properly made, it, too,
is real wood.

A veneer is a thin layer of wood placed over
the main panel to create a specific decorative look. Furniture,
such as bedroom sets, that relies on patterns in the grain or seeks
a specific design, will use veneers. Veneers allow much greater
flexibility when trying to control how a piece of furniture will
look aesthetically.

With veneers, the base wood is what provides
the stability and structure of a piece. The base wood can be a
solid hardwood, or a more processed wood, such as one using ply
construction (formed by stacking layers of wood in a cross grain
pattern for added strength).

The veneer adds the decorative elements to
the top, so you get both style and function. This is not to say
that veneers are better than solid wood. The main purpose of a
veneer is aesthetic. As such, the final choice is simply a matter
of preference.



Dovetailing



Drawers get a lot of use, and it’s not surprising for a poorly-made
drawer to fall apart from being constantly used. As a result,
furniture makers developed dovetailing, which is a more secure
method of connecting the four sides of a drawer.

There are two kinds of dovetailing: French
dovetailing and English dovetailing. French dovetailing is often
used to secure the front of the drawer, while English dovetailing
is used to secure the side and back panels.

French dovetailing is created by making a
fan-shaped groove in the front panel of the drawer. The wider part
is against the panel. The edges of the side panels are shaped to
slide into that groove. Because the groove starts wide, then
becomes narrower toward the edge, it creates a locking mechanism,
preventing the side panels from falling out.

English dovetailing is created by
interlocking the side panels and back panel, kind of like hands
that are folded together. To make the connection more secure, the
interlocking panels are fan-shaped, preventing them from sliding
apart.



Corner Blocking



Corner blocks are pieces of wood tucked into the corner where two
side panels meet. They prevent the side panels from wobbling by
creating a three-way support system.

When used on drawers, corner blocking is
usually found underneath the drawer. The bottom panel will be
raised slightly so corner blocks can be attached to the side panels
for support.


Dust Shields



Dust shields do not enhance the functionality of a piece of
furniture. Rather, they are designed to protect the contents of
said furniture.

Drawers rely on tracks to glide in and out
of the main piece of furniture. As the wooden drawers glide on the
tracks repeatedly, they can create sawdust. A dust shield is a thin
piece of wood placed under a drawer to prevent the sawdust from
falling to the drawer below.

Though not necessary, dust shields will
often be found in bedroom furniture that relies on wooden tracks
rather than metal or plastic, as this will increase the amount of
sawdust created.


Keeping It Together



Wood furniture can be held together using glue, staples or screws.
One could argue that screws would make it more secure, but
depending on the parts being attached, screws may not be a viable
option. Dovetails, for example, are secured with glue as they’re
being joined.

The sturdiness of a piece of furniture can
be tested by simple shaking it or pushing on it. Does it feel
wobbly? Does it feel like it would fall apart with a little
pressure?

Use your best judgment and
find the piece that best suits the needs and décor of the
room.







Chapter 2

Wood Furniture Care






General Care Tips



Wood furniture is best kept in a climate-controlled environment.
This being said, it should be kept away from radiators, heating
vents and air conditioning units whenever possible. Extreme changes
in temperature can cause the wood and its finish to crack and fade.
Direct sunlight can also damage the finish by cracking or
discoloring it.

Protect the furniture's surface from items
that may cause damage: hot pans, items that contain alcohol (such
as perfume or nail polish remover) and beverages. Some plastics or
rubber can also damage wood furniture, so be careful when using
placemats, lamps and bookends. Place something between the item and
the furniture to protect the finish. Cloth-backed items provide the
best protection.

Clean up spills as quickly as possible, so
as to avoid water spots and stains. When using sharp objects, such
as pens, place a protective barrier on top of the furniture as
well. These items can scratch or dent the wood, leaving scarring
behind.

When displaying accessories on top of the
furniture, be sure to rotate them periodically to avoid excessive
wear in one spot. Also, lift and place items when moving them; do
not drag them. Dragging can cause scratches in the finish.

Leaves for dining tables should be stored
flat. Standing them up may cause the wood to warp, so the leaves
will not fit properly into the dining table. Be sure to keep them
in a safe, dry location. A convenient spot is under a bed.


Care and Maintenance



Regular cleaning and maintenance can help ensure furniture lasts
for years, and keeps looking beautiful right to the very end.

Regular dusting is the best defense against
normal wear and tear. Use a clean, soft cloth and rub in the
direction of the grain. Microfiber cloths are great against dust,
as they act like a magnet.

Polishes can be used to protect the finish
and clean any residual dirt and dust. Hooker Furniture recommends
polishing the furniture once every six months to keep the finish
smooth and shiny. Apply the polish to a soft cloth, then use the
cloth to apply the polish to the furniture. Again, be sure to wipe
in the direction of the grain, not in circles.

Avoid using waxy, oily
cleaners as they may actually attract dust and leave a hazy
build-up. Cleaners that contain grit can scratch the finish, and
products that contain silicone can make it difficult to touch-up
the furniture should it become necessary. Do not use glass cleaners
on wood furniture.







Chapter 3

Upholstered Furniture Construction







Though many consumers purchase a sofa based on how it looks and
feels, what’s under that cover may be as important as, if not more
important than, how it looks. Inner support systems are almost as
varied as cover choices, and they play a big role in how long a
piece will last.


Cushions



The part that usually gets the most attention is the cushions.
Attached or detached, soft or firm, cushions are what determine the
comfort level of the furniture.

Back cushions that take on a pillow look are
most often stuffed with a poly fill that is shapeable and soft.
Shaped cushions, whether they're back cushions or seat cushions,
are created by taking a foam core and wrapping it with a Dacron
batting or adding down stuffing to make the cushions softer.

The firmness of the cushions is usually
determined by the density of the core itself, how thick it is, and
how much additional padding is included. High density cores, though
they can feel firmer, often last longer.


Sofa Support System



Beneath the cushions lies the support system. Traditionally, the
support system consisted of a series of springs laid out in a
wooden frame. These springs were tied to the frame to determine the
amount of give and ensure the springs stayed in place.

The term “eight-way hand-tied” refers to a
method of attaching the springs to the frame. This method is a
highly specialized technique that has diminished in use in recent
years, though some manufacturers, such as Clayton Marcus, still
make use of this method. A more cost-effective method of attaching
springs is machine-tying them to the frame.

In either method, the springs lie under the
cushions, allowing the furniture to give while at the same time
pushing back to provide support. The thickness of the springs and
the spacing between them determine how long a support system will
last. Thicker springs are less likely to break with frequent use,
and a higher quantity of springs allows for more even distribution
of weight.

Two more modern methods of support, sinuous
springs and seat webbing, have appeared to compete with traditional
springs. These support systems don’t require the depth that springs
do, allowing for a sleeker design in contemporary furniture.

Unlike their coil counterparts, sinuous
springs lie flat, gaining their strength from the “S” shaped curve
of the metal. Thickness of the metal, and how far apart the curves
are, will determine how strong and durable the springs remain.

With seat webbing, a series of straps is
woven together and attached to the frame. These straps are made
from synthetic materials, such as polyester and nylon. While
critics express concerns that the straps may break or become
detached from the frame, the straps are made of strong materials,
designed to maintain their shape and strength, and manufacturers
take into consideration the need for secure attachment.



Frames



Frames for upholstered goods are usually constructed of hardwoods
for strength and durability, though
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