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“WE CRAVE WHAT WE CAN’T have...”

A tropical storm-level romance swirls back to the East Coast. Raymond and Violet find themselves back in Manhattan, caught up in the love they have found for one another. 

Tensions are high, and not the good kind. The real world waiting for them isn't as happy to accept their union. Ray's parents are irate. No one approves of Violet. And the worst part of it all is that Ray's career is being threatened by a force that refuses to be unseen. A force that threatens to tank Ray's career as well as Violet's.

Raymond is torn between his family and Violet. She is torn between her happiness and Ray's. And when storms collide, they never mix.

One always wins out, in the end.

“But you can’t control who you love.”
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The rain came down hard against the windows of my town car. My driver weaved through the streets of Manhattan, expertly navigating us through morning traffic. It felt strange, being back in New York City. Especially when I was expecting to be on my tropical honeymoon for an entire month. I could have taken James’s advice and taken the trip by myself. Taken a month off from work to get my head back on straight and figure out a way to move forward.

But I figured Emma and her newly wedded wife deserved it much, much more.

I grinned as the town car came to a stop, and a chuckle bubbled up my throat. What a fiasco that wedding had turned into. I couldn’t get the light in Emma’s eyes out of my mind. The way she’d lit up when she got down onto one knee. The way Shannon ran into her arms and wrapped her up tightly. The way the two of them looked at each other as they said their vows before walking down the aisle without a care in the world.

That was what a wedding was supposed to be like. Not the facade we had been painting on.

In the back of my mind, I had known. I didn’t know Shannon was the person Emma had been pining over. But I knew there had been someone else. I was simply shocked that Emma had admitted it. She’d never been one to speak regarding her feelings. In fact, she never spoke about them unless her mother was around to correct how she needed to be feeling. The thought of it all sickened me. All I could hope was that the two of them were basking in the sun, away from the drama and from the turmoil I knew they’d meet once they got back after their four weeks in paradise.

“We’re here, sir,” my driver said.

I looked up at the black mirrored building and sighed. Part of me had wanted to at least stay on Bartholomew’s island. Just for a couple of days, wrapped up in Violet’s beautiful body. But there was no staying after the circus production of the wedding. My parents had made sure of that. In fact, my father had tracked me down that night—after my torrid lovemaking with Violet—to inform me that the jet had been fired up. For my mother. Because she refused to stay on the island a second longer and “wallow in her mortification.”

That was code for “you fucked this up, so you fix it.”

Which meant I was on a plane with my mother that night, listening to her as she berated me and cried for me and wallowed in her own disastrous affairs.

I wanted to stay with Violet. Spend at least a long weekend with her. But I also didn’t want to push the envelope with my parents. Throughout the entire plane ride back, my mother hadn’t once mentioned that I was being booted from the company. A selling point that I hoped stick. I didn’t know what would become of my position at the family’s offices at this point. I didn’t know what would become of my future with my namesake company. But as I gazed up at the skyscraper containing my family’s offices, I knew I couldn’t hold off any longer.

So I grabbed my briefcase, drew in a deep breath, and headed inside.

I went straight for the elevator, keeping my head high even though people around me were staring. I felt their eyes. I heard their whispers. I could practically hear their thoughts churning in their heads. I stepped into the elevator and kept my back to everyone until the doors closed. Then, I turned around and pressed the button for the top floor.

It was a long way up to the penthouse floor of my family’s headquarters.

I stepped off the elevator and took an immediate left. I didn’t want to be seen by anyone, if I could help it. I came upon my assistant Ruby’s desk. She had hair that matched her name and a kind smile that could fill anyone with light. Her husband stopped by frequently with lunch. They’d sit at her desk and talk. She’d giggle, he’d smile. He’d tuck a strand of hair behind her ear, and she’d lean in to kiss his lips.

After meeting Violet, I was painfully aware of the beautiful relationships around me.

And the more I thought about it, the more I wanted it. Love. Romance. An ache for someone in my chest so great it robbed me of my breath.

“Miss Ruby, good morning,” I said.

She looked up at me with her dark brown eyes and smiled.

“Mr. Rose, good to have you back. I hope you enjoyed your morning commute, though. Because you have your first Herculean task in front of you,” she said.

I furrowed my brow. “Oh. And what task is that?”

“I’ve been getting phone calls about it all morning, sir. People asking about their wedding gifts.”

I slowly nodded. Through the whirlwind of the wedding ceremony and the beautiful night I’d spent with Violet, I’d completely forgot about those details. Even though Emma had been insistent on people donating their gifts and money to the charity she worked for, it didn’t shock me that some presents had turned up anyway.

“Any chance we could convince them to give those gifts over to the blushing new bride and bride?” I asked.

“With how angry some of them were on the phone? I didn’t think it was smart to broach the topic,” Ruby said.

“Ah. Well. If you get any more of those calls, forward them to my office. Thank you for letting me know.”

“Of course.”

“Do I have anything else? Anything that might possibly be business related?” I asked.

She shook her head. “No, sir. Just those inquiries on gifts.”

“Well, thank you as always, Miss Ruby.”

“And as always, my pleasure, Mr. Rose.”

I tapped my knuckles on top of her desk, then walked into my office. I closed the door behind me and leaned against it, dropping my briefcase right at the doorway. I pushed off the solid mahogany door and walked over to the windows that lined the wall behind my desk. I slipped my hands into my pockets as I gazed out over Central Park. One of the agreements regarding the marriage of Emeline and myself was that I’d step into the position of CEO once everything was finalized. I’d go from being the chief financial officer to being the head of it all. Emeline’s mother would hand over her subsidiary company to us and we’d absorb them. And I’d step into the head position of a new-and-improved—and also, merged—company. We even had a new name to rebrand ourselves for a twenty-first-century marketplace.

RoseGold, Inc.

The view of Central Park had always soothed me. Always settled my mind. But today it didn’t have the same effect as it had in the past. Not only were the uncertainties of my family’s company swirling around in my mind, but thoughts of Violet had invaded my presence. We had a budding relationship. One that made me smile whenever I thought about it. Our attraction on the island had been undeniable. But now that we were back in the real world, would it be the same?

Would she even want it?

I cocked my head and sighed. I’d been very unlucky in love thus far in my life. I hadn’t been able to find any sort of connection with a woman, much less the women my parents paraded in front of me. They always touted that it was time for me to step up. Be a man. Get married and settle down. Make a family. Raise young boys to be the shining beacon of the future of our family. Honor and duty, that was what came with a family.

They seemed to be the only two things that were more important to my family than money.

If that was at all possible.

That was the main reason why I had agreed to marry Emeline. I was tired of being the eligible bachelor my parents always tried to leverage into lucrative business deals. I was tired of the parade of women like they were toys, objects for me to pick and choose of my own whims and wishes. Emeline had agreed to marry me to appease her mother, and I had agreed to marry her to appease my parents.

“At least we had that in common,” I murmured.

Violet’s beautiful hazel eyes came to the forefront of my mind. That honey-brown hair that cascaded down to her shoulders. Her fair skin that I knew was hardly kissed by the sun. Her long, delicate legs. Her smooth skin against mine. The way she wrapped her slender frame around me and clung to me, like I was her last chance as surviving on this torrid, rushing ball of rock we called Earth.

The sound of my name in her voice bounced off the corners of my mind.

Ray.

I drew in a deep breath as a warmth poured through my veins. Violet was different. She wasn’t like the usual upper-crust women my parents fawned over. But that was also the issue. She wasn’t like them. My parents would never approve of my being with someone like her. My mother and father wanted me to marry someone with money, someone with business ties they could leverage with my marriage. Hell, Violet didn’t even have her own business. She didn’t have a job at this point.

I faced an uphill battle, being with her.

“Son.”

My back stiffened as my father’s voice emanated from the doorway of my office. I cursed softly to myself as I cracked my neck. I hadn’t heard the door open, but I sure as hell heard it close as he thumped it behind him. I turned around slowly, finding my father staring at me down the bridge of his nose. His freshly dyed black hair contrasted the pallor of his skin. His bulbous stomach was stuffed behind a leather belt that cried out for mercy. The black power suit he wore boasted of the old money he came from. Old, old money, whose family name opened doors for him automatically.

Like a secret password to a dungeon’s lair.

“Father,” I said.

I stared into the cold blue eyes I had inherited. My father, Michael Rose, had spent his entire life trying to corner the marketplace and create financial monopolies by using the family’s holding company to invest largely in up-and-coming businesses that emerged with rock-bottom IPOs. My father was practically a guru at determining who would succeed and who wasn’t worth it. People followed his advice like a cult, looking to him for the seal of fate in either direction for blooming companies. Sure, our family had companies of their own. But as my father always said, “having a company is nothing if one doesn’t control it.”

He controlled several companies by slowly scooping up their majority stock.

And he had no qualms with using me as a pawn in his quest.

“Have you spoken to your mother yet?” my father asked.

“You mean after the hours-long plane ride where she did nothing but talk?” 

My father glared at me, and I cleared my throat.

“No, I haven’t spoken with her since the plane ride,” I said.

My father crossed his arms over his chest. “So, what are your plans, now that you’ve ruined eight months of planning and wasted tens of thousands of dollars on the wedding?”

I was unsure of how to answer my father’s question, because I knew nothing I offered him would be good enough. Nothing would be substantial enough. I hated disappointing the man. Even though my grandparents had mostly raised me, I still wanted to make my mother and father proud of me. But I also resented being treated as nothing more than one of my father’s assets.

“Well, my first order of business is trying to save the deal between our company and the one owned by my former bride’s family. Then, we can continue on with the rebranding as scheduled,” I said.

My father scoffed. “Yeah. Good luck with that. You might not have talked with your mother, but I’ve gotten nothing but earfuls from Vivien Brant for days.”

Better you than me.

“I’ve never given up on a deal like this once. I don’t intend to start now merely because my former bride-to-be had the hots for her maid of honor,” I said, trying to bury my grin.

“Don’t you even try to convince me you didn’t know about that,” my father said.

“Then I won’t. Though, I really didn’t.”

My father glared at me again before reaching back to open my office door.

“If this fails, you’re through here. You know that, right?” he asked.

And there it was. The seal of my fate.

“I figured as much, yes,” I said.

“Good,” he said curtly.

And with a rush of wind and the slamming of my office door, he was gone.
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​Chapter 2
Violet
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I sat at my small desk in my tiny bedroom, trying to get some work done. I had Irving, my calico cat, nestled in my lap. I sat cross-legged on my chair, clicking around as I scratched behind his ear mindlessly, listening to him purr with content as my heart slammed against my chest wildly.

I clicked through multiple freelance boards, scanning for event-planning gigs.

For years, I’d tossed around the idea of opening up my own business, trying to establish something for myself, even if it only paid the bare minimum of what I needed. Working for Nathaniel Lamond established two concrete things for me: I didn’t enjoy taking orders from someone like him, and I wasn’t flustered when in control of things. Taking orders from Nathaniel had left me an anxious wreck. But the few things I had control of, I rocked at.

Which only fueled my desire to try and take the reins myself.

Even though the competitive world of freelancing again was rough, I was determined to make it work this time. Actually, freelancing was one of the reasons why I took the hasty job with Nathaniel anyway. I hated the cutthroat nature of it, offering rock-bottom prices for top-tier affairs. But if I wanted to get my name out there and create a buzz around myself, I had to scrape by for a while. Because as disastrous as being Nathaniel’s assistant wedding planner was, it helped me see that the world
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