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Introduction

Out of all the battles fought through the course of the American Civil War, only the Battle of Gettysburg was deadlier than the Battle of Chickamauga, which took place close to the border between Northwest Georgia and East Tennessee in September 1863. Here, the Union Army of the Cumberland came up against the Confederate Army of Tennessee in a battle that would serve as a significant precursor to the critical Battles for Chattanooga.

The Battle of Chickamauga would become the biggest defeat the Union had ever faced in the Western Theater of the war. Yet despite the battle ending in defeat for the Union, it was also costly for the Confederacy. The aim of all this fighting was to control the Chattanooga railroad hub. Throughout 1863, the transport hub had become an essential facility, and both sides needed to take control of it to stand any hope of winning the war.

Having driven the Confederates from Tennessee and over the border into Georgia, the Union’s Major General William Rosecrans had dealt the Confederates a mighty blow to their morale. Only two months had passed since Gettysburg, which had represented a significant loss for the rebels. The Confederates were also being consumed by chaos in Mississippi, where Ulysses S. Grant was applying pressure. The Confederates were in dire need of a victory to boost the morale of their soldiers and maintain hope that they could still prevail and win the war.

Their much-needed victory would come with the Battle of Chickamauga. Going into the battle with around 65,000 men, the Confederates were able to mount a full-blooded assault on their enemies. This book tells the story of that battle, and within these chapters, you will also read about the main players and personalities that took part in the campaign. The precursor to the Battles for Chattanooga was a significant battle that holds an important place in the history of the American Civil War. This book will take you through each stage—blow by blow—to give you a full understanding of the Battle of Chickamauga, which is often described as the beginning of the end of the American Civil War.


Chapter One

Background

“To take and hold the railroad at or east of Cleveland, in East Tennessee, I think fully as important as the taking and holding of Richmond.”

—President Abraham Lincoln

1863 was a year of significant victories for the Union Army, which would go on to change the trajectory of the rest of the American Civil War. By the time the Union troops were getting ready for the Battle of Chickamauga in early fall, their side had already tasted sweet success at Gettysburg just a few months prior.

On July 4 of that year, Confederate General Robert E. Lee was forced to give up on invading the North, as he and his men were driven to Virginia in retreat. Meanwhile, on the very same day but in a completely different part of the country, Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton was forced to his knees at the Siege of Vicksburg. Here, Union General Ulysses S. Grant accepted the surrender of Pemberton and the entire Confederate Army of Mississippi as he took control of Vicksburg. Having achieved both victories on the same day, the Union Army received a substantial boost in morale, all while the same events saw their counterparts from the South experience a precipitous drop in their levels of belief.

Another campaign that summer also yielded a major victory for the Union troops. General Rosecrans commanded a highly effective campaign throughout Tennessee, from Murfreesboro to Chattanooga. Although the campaign got off to a slow start, Rosecrans was eventually able to drive the Confederates all the way back to their base in Chattanooga. His plan was to cut off the supply routes to Chattanooga and leave Confederate General Braxton Bragg with no means of escape.

But what made the city of Chattanooga so important to the Union and the Confederacy?


Chapter Two

Chattanooga: The Gateway to the Deep South

“If we can hold Chattanooga and East Tennessee, I think the rebellion must dwindle and die. I think you and Burnside can do this, and hence doing so is your main object.”

—President Abraham Lincoln

In 1860, Chattanooga had no more than 2,545 people living in it, but the city was far more important than its modest size suggested. Chattanooga is located in East Tennessee at the point where the Tennessee River passes through the Cumberland Plateau and the Appalachian Mountains. With its rivers and various mountain ranges, Chattanooga was surrounded by physical obstacles that would make it very difficult for anyone to invade. Such was its importance that the city enjoyed various titles over the years, such as the “Key to East Tennessee” and the “Gateway to the Deep South.”

The importance of Chattanooga mainly resided in its railways. Chattanooga was a railroad center with no fewer than four lines that snaked off in different directions: to the Midwest via Nashville, to the West via Memphis, to the Deep South via Atlanta, and to the North via Knoxville. While the Tennessee River facilitated some of Chattanooga’s commerce, the bulk of it came from elsewhere via the railroad.

Although the area was sparsely populated, the land there had an abundance of resources. Tennessee offered the Confederacy fertile farmland and plenty of animals to feed the men. The land was easily farmed for its corn, hay, and wheat, which could also feed mules and horses. Cows and pigs could be reared to provide the men with beef, pork, and bacon, as well as milk and butter. Using the railways, this rich bounty could easily be transported to other parts of the country.

Tennessee was also home to a multitude of caves found to contain potassium nitrate, an essential component in the creation of gunpowder, and the Confederates relied upon the mines around Ducktown for almost all of their copper, which was vital for their artillery. The highly connected city of Chattanooga was essential to transport these supplies. Furthermore, it provided natural protection to the Confederacy’s industrial and farming interests in Alabama and Georgia.

Both the Union and the Confederacy came to appreciate just how valuable Chattanooga was when, in 1862, General Braxton Bragg used the railroads to incredible effect. By train, Bragg was able to quickly move his men from Mississippi to Chattanooga, from where they were set on a course to Kentucky to challenge the Union advance.

In the same year that Bragg made use of Chattanooga’s railroads, President Abraham Lincoln commented on the importance of capturing and holding the railroad in East Tennessee. The following year, in 1863, he asserted to General Rosecrans his belief that the Confederacy would crumble if the Union was able to take Chattanooga and maintain firm control of it. Such was his conviction that he made that aim Rosecrans’ top priority.

Lincoln had his eye on more than military strategies and economic advantages; he was well aware of the political impact of seizing control of East Tennessee. The people of that area lived in a place that was entirely unlike the rest of Tennessee. While some had fertile land, many lived in mountainous regions. The disadvantages of living in the mountains influenced their preference to remain part of the Union. These people were generally loyal to the Old Whig Party, the Republicans, and did not trust the Democrats, whom they viewed as wealthy plantation owners.

When the American Civil War began, the people of East Tennessee started to choose sides. Despite having wildly different views and ending up on different sides of a war in progress, the Tennesseans initially managed to maintain a tense truce. However, that all changed in November 1861 when railroad bridges were attacked by small groups of men who supported the Union. They had anticipated support from a Northern campaign that would drive into East Tennessee, but when it was canceled, the Unionists of East Tennessee had no choice but to fend for themselves when the Confederates retaliated.

The persecution and suffering of Union sympathizers in East Tennessee weighed greatly on Abraham Lincoln. Many of the men chose to journey to Kentucky and sign up to join the Union Army there; others fled to the mountains to avoid the Confederates. While the Unionists of East Tennessee would not receive any Federal support in 1862, that did not mean that President Lincoln had forgotten them; they were just another reason why securing the city of Chattanooga became so important.

As far as the Union side was concerned, it needed to overcome the natural barriers of the Appalachian Mountains and the Tennessee River if it was to destroy the Confederacy.


Chapter Three

Key Figures at Chickamauga

“I need no other stimulus to make me do my duty than the knowledge of what it is.”

—Major General William Rosecrans

Union Major General William Rosecrans was born in Delaware County, Ohio, to Jemima and Crandall Rosecrans on September 6, 1819. Despite being highly intelligent, Rosecrans received almost no formal education during his early years. Instead, his education came from books that he read on his own.

By age 13, Rosecrans had found paid work as a store clerk in Utica. He later made his way to Mansfield, where he dreamed of going to university. When he realized he could not afford the fees, he decided to try for the army instead. William’s interest in joining the U.S. Military Academy at West Point led to an interview with Congressman Alexander Harper. Although Harper had been saving his nomination for his own son, when he met Rosecrans, he was so impressed that he gave it up in favor of the young man. Harper had no doubt that William would go on to take full advantage of the opportunity he had been given, and he did just that, going on to become an outstanding student at West Point.

Rosecrans particularly excelled in art, mathematics, English, and French and ended up graduating fifth in his class. Other notable figures to graduate from his class included three future generals in the American Civil War: D. H. Hill, Earl Von Dorn, and James Longstreet. After graduation, Rosecrans was commissioned as a brevet second lieutenant and joined the Corps of Engineers. It was during his graduation that he met Eliza Hegeman, whom he married in 1843.

After spending many
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