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Introduction
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Have you ever wondered what it would be like to live on a farm? To have your own livestock and get all your food from your home? To have animals to take care of every day? Maybe to even sell products from your animals and even have a small business? You’re not alone. After the mass city exodus of 2020, we have seen countless people start to crave a simpler way of life, turning to activities like farming and gardening to try and get away from the work-hard grind of city life. Much of this involves moving to more rural areas, purchasing larger properties with lots of land, and even acquiring livestock. People who once lived between their high-rises, the office, and the supermarket are now becoming seasoned amateur farmers, finding beauty and simplicity in the rural lifestyle. 

While gardening can be done anywhere, raising livestock is usually done by the more dedicated of homesteaders, and can be an infinitely rewarding experience. Keeping animals around not only gives your home a warmer feel, providing a similar experience to pet ownership but can also be incredibly useful. Livestock can provide anything from wool to eggs to meat to dairy, adding a whole other dimension to your homesteading life. Whether you’re combining livestock with growing food or not, there are a lot of benefits to raising animals. 

Of all the livestock you can raise, goats are one of the best options for independent homesteaders. They offer all of the same products as cows while taking up far less space. They can produce meat, as well as milk, which can be turned into all kinds of dairy products, like cheese, butter, and even soap. They are also relatively low maintenance, and not to mention adorable!
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Why Should You Raise Goats?
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There are three main reasons for raising goats: as pets, for personal use, or for running a business. Most people will have some combination of the three but will lean towards one. You should consider your reasons before you start on your goat-raising journey.
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Raising Goats as Pets

[image: ]


The most hands-off option, some people just want to have some adorable goats around for fun! You might milk them from time to time, but your main purpose for your goats is similar to that of rabbits or guinea pigs. These can be great additions to a more aesthetic-focused homestead, giving your property a farm feel without any of the hard labor associated with farm work. This can also be great for families with kids, allowing them to be around animals without having to participate in farm work. Though your goats still need the same housing and feeding standards as farmed goats, you will not need to do a lot of the more hands-on maintenance. This easiness is what makes goat raising for pets the simplest option, while still reaping a lot of the goat-shaped rewards!
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Raising Goats for Personal Use
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Perhaps the most common goat-raising practice, using goats’ byproducts for you and your family can offer some amazing benefits. If you become completely dependent on your goats for all your dairy needs, you can save lots of money on food. The milk you are consuming is also local, chemical-free, and cruelty-free as well. Knowing where your food is coming from can bring a great sense of comfort to a family, and raising your own livestock is one of the best ways to accomplish that. 

Going this route involves considerably more work. You do have to milk your goats every day to keep up lactation, and you will have to make sure everything is stored properly. You will also have to learn about home pasteurization methods and ensure everything you do is safe. There is always a learning curve with any new skill, but you never want to put your family at risk! However, once you have passed the initial time investment, you will see a wonderful return in the form of healthy, local dairy products. 

You can also learn so much about different methods of dairy production, like cheese-making. These methods can be so rewarding, giving you an opportunity for creative expression and flexing your crafting skills. Turn your Saturday afternoons into feta-making sessions, maybe even with your kids, then host a Greek salad night for friends. The people in your life will certainly enjoy all your homemade products, and your family will be much happier and healthier for it!
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Raising Goats for Business Purposes
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Once your goat farm is in full swing, and you’re making delicious goat cheese every weekend, you might turn to yourself and say: Why don’t I try to make some money off this? Taking your goat products to the next level and selling them is another great way to maximize the financial potential of goat farming. Not only will you be saving money on milk and cheese, but you will actually be able to make back some of the money you have spent on your goats and turn a profit. Just make sure to give your goats the appreciation they deserve. After all, they’re doing some of the work too!

Of course, this method of goat raising requires even more work than personal use. The safety measures must be much more rigorous, and you will likely be outputting far more products than you would for your own family. You might even have to purchase more goats, and thus expand your land, as your business grows. However, like with personal use, your efforts are sure to be rewarded. Plus, people in your community now have access to your wonderful local dairy products as well!
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Overview
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Now that you have had the opportunity to review the possible reasons for raising goats, you are ready to start learning about the step-by-step process. In this book, we will be guiding you through 10 chapters, all focusing on a different part of the goat-raising process. You will be guided through a series of steps, from choosing your goat’s breed to building their enclosure to feeding them. Through these steps, you will gain a thorough understanding of the goat-raising process from start to finish, and by the end, be able to decide if goat raising is right for you!

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 1: The Basics of Goat Raising
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Unless you come from a farm background, goat raising is likely something fairly foreign to you. But don’t worry: Goats are not scary creatures. On the contrary, they are some of the cutest, most delightful farm animals to have around. Rest assured that the moment you get your first goat, you will fall in love right away with their playful nature and beautiful appearance. In this chapter, we will be outlining all the general characteristics of goats: their personalities, their physical needs, and some of the concerns that might arise while raising them. 
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What Are Goats Like?
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Goats are recently gaining a strong reputation for being one of the friendliest animals, being even as affectionate with humans as dogs, developing strong social connections with the people that keep them. They are even safe to have around children. Due to their small size and gentle nature goats, especially smaller breeds, can be a great addition to your child’s life. In fact, goats were actually the first species to be domesticated by humans thousands of years ago. Suffice it to say, humans have a long and strong connection to our goat friends. 

Though, it is important to note that their long-standing reputation for being difficult does not come from anywhere. Most of the social problems you will face with goats involve their strict pecking order. Goats structure their society around a dominant male and a dominant female, meaning that there will be two goats in particular which have the highest order amongst the other goats, higher sometimes even than you! You will have to cater to this hierarchy in order to have the ability to take care of your goats. 

The most chaos that will occur amongst your goats will coincide with inducting a new member into the group. The new goat will have to establish their place in the pecking order, which will be done through fighting. It may be chaotic in the goat pen for a little while, but things should calm down again once the pecking order is established. There is no use trying to prevent these fights from happening. It is a natural part of goat society, and you must make your peace with it before owning goats. 

On a related note, goats are deeply social creatures. As exemplified by their complex social hierarchies, they thrive and derive identity from being in a group. Much like humans, they struggle on their own and might experience depression or confusion if not housed with other goats. Multiple goats will also be needed for breeding purposes if you are looking to produce milk or have many goats for meat. You won’t get very far with only two or three! For this reason, it is advisable to purchase at least a few goats. The average feral goat herd is four goats, but you can have as many as you want, given you have the right amount of space. 

In short, goats can both be very friendly with humans, as well as with each other, although their strict social hierarchies can get in the way of this friendliness. Respect their culture, as well as their needs, understand their need for occasional aggression, and you will have a strong and healthy relationship with your new goat friends. 
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Are Goats Intelligent?
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The short answer is: Yes, goats are highly intelligent creatures. One of the goat’s defining characteristics is their curiosity. Unlike their sheep cousins, who keep their heads close to the ground, goats love to explore their environment. This is both a great thing, making for wonderfully bright creatures, but also a curse, since they require very strong fencing in order to keep them close by. But even in their enclosures, you will notice your goats roaming, looking around, and sniffing everything inside. To a goat, the world is a diverse and fascinating place. 

One of the most interesting ways in which goats express their intelligence is through their cleanliness. You might not expect this to be true, but goats are some of the cleanest farm animals, having complex cleaning habits and far more sophisticated hygiene. Let’s just say you won’t find your goats slopping around in the mud with the pigs. They will likely always appear presentable and are less likely to contract diseases because of this. 

Not only are goats individually intelligent, but they also have strong communication skills. They communicate verbally, much like humans, through their pitched bleating sounds. Mothers and babies often communicate this way, with babies being able to accurately recognize their mothers’ unique bleats the minute they are born. You might note the very human-sounding vocal sounds goats can make. Close your eyes, and they can sometimes be mistaken for a man screaming! They can also communicate through sneezes, which they use to warn each other of danger. So instead of saying gesundheit, rush outside to see what’s scaring your pets!

One downside to the increased cognitive capacity of goats is that they are very picky eaters. Unlike other animals, who will be very indiscriminate about what they put in their bodies, goats are very conscious of what they are eating, and thus require a more curated diet than a lot of other farm animals. One of these credentials requires food to be fresh and clean. Don’t try to pull a fast one on your goats and feed them hay that has been walked on or been sitting out: Their highly sensitive lips will pick up on any imperfections, and they will refuse to eat it. 

Goats’ intelligence also makes them very easy to train. Much like dogs, goats can also learn their names, and even respond when called. Take advantage of this special quality and assign all your goats unique names so you can communicate with certain ones if needed. This can also help you and your family develop a unique relationship with each of your goats and start thinking of them as members of the family. They are highly intelligent after all!
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Where Can You Keep Goats?
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The most important resource to have in your goat-keeping toolbox is land. Goats need a lot more space than some other livestock, such as chickens, who can live in very close quarters. Since goats need to graze, and also love to explore, they need quite a bit of room. The general rule is about one acre of land for every four goats. That might sound like a lot, but given that most of this space is outdoors, and will be sparsely populated, your goats’ grazing ground can blend in seamlessly with the rest of your land. 

In terms of climate and geographic location, goats are actually fairly flexible. If you think about it, goats are found in many parts of the world, from Peru to Mongolia, so anywhere in the United States is likely suitable for goat ownership. Goats can survive a very wide range of temperatures, from 0 to 100 degrees. They have very insulated fur, so extreme temperatures do not reach their bodies the same way as other animals. Thus, you can raise goats in almost any climate, so long as you have adequate space. However, there are also some key elements to your goat space that must be included. 
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