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Introduction, Bio & Disclaimer

My name is Richmond H. Samuel, and I am a photographer, videographer, and editor. I have been in this industry for 10+ years.

I started off shooting videos when the person I was doing sales for needed a cameraman to help shoot a commercial — and of course, I jumped on board. Throughout my time doing sales and shooting videos, I didn't even realize I was shooting in automatic mode until I got a job at a television station. The production supervisor asked me, "Do you know what white balance is?" I mumbled something, and he showed me how to turn on the studio lights, then took me into the green room. There, I met another cameraman who was told to teach me the ropes. I had to learn Genlock on the camera, and that's where I truly began to learn the craft within television.

At a television station, you learn a specific way of shooting — news, video links, assignments, etc. After doing years of television, you might think you know how to film. But it wasn't until I started filming weddings and other events that I saw another side of the video industry.

One of them being shooting Hindu weddings. I always liked Bollywood movies and music videos (note: the movies are long, just like the weddings). I love the colours, the culture, the themes, the passion, and the people. I'm a Creole man, and so is my mentor Gari. The amount of Hindu events we've filmed and photographed, you wouldn't believe. It's like we became apart of the Indian families — we were brought into their world, their culture, with respect and appreciation, to capture their rituals and special moments.

I must say that I am happy I was brought into filming Hindu weddings. I started off knowing nothing, and after all these years, I can say I know quite a lot — but still, there are a few things that surprise me from time to time.

I remember the first time I was brought in to film a Hindu wedding. I was sent outside to capture the fathers of the bride and groom coming together (Milni) and waited and waited — but nothing was happening. Still waiting. That's when I was called inside, as the bride was in her yellow walking down the aisle, so I had to rush in to capture that. I made it my duty to find out if the fathers were meeting at every Hindu wedding, so that never happened to me again.

Before I continue, I want to give a little disclaimer here.

Disclaimer: In this photography and videography guide, the tips, ethics, and opinions shared are based solely on my personal experiences and journey as a photographer and videographer. They reflect my own views and are not intended to represent the practices, beliefs, or standards of others in the industry. Every photographer and videographer work differently, and what has worked for me may not apply to every situation. These insights are offered to help you navigate the industry with the benefit of years of hands-on experience, but they are open to debate. Ultimately, your path is your own — learn, adapt, and develop what works best for you.

Now, with that out of the way, I want to also let you know: we all have to start somewhere, and with that, we make lots of mistakes. I myself have made many — to the point where it has cost me money. The important thing is that you learn from them and keep pushing. I have a thing about me, and that is: when something happens to me once, I make sure it doesn't happen to me a second time.

In this Hindu wedding guide, I will teach you what I have learned, my experiences, and how I film and capture photos — to help you get ahead of everyone who would take years learning these skills and rituals the hard way.

Let's get started.
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Part 1: Ethics for Photographing & Filming Hindu Weddings
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First things first: Ethics. Yes, we have to apply some ethics to photography and videography.

#1: Respect the Hindu culture, religion, and its people. Follow their rules.

#2: Never wear shoes inside a temple or on the Mandap where the ceremony is being done. I often wear fancy-ish slippers or sandals so it's easy for me to remove my footwear.

#3: Within temples and even people's homes are Hindu deities — we call them Marutis, though the spelling is Murtis. Respect them. We tend to get B-roll of them at certain times just to have footage.

#4: Like Christianity has Pastors, Bishops, and Priests, and Islam has Imams, Hinduism has Pundits. Depending on what region or language you're in, there is also Pujatri and Archaka. There may be others I don't know, but within the region where I am, they are known as Pundits. Most times, they are also called Baba. These Pundits are also people's Gurus, from what I have heard. Respect them and do as they say, as they are the ones in charge and officiating the wedding. Note that there can be more than one Pundit at times.

#5: There is always someone who helps the Pundit, and that person is known as a Nau or Nao. You can always talk to a Nau and ask them questions pertaining to what will happen so you have a heads up. Respect them. If they stand in front of your camera, it is not intentional, so don't get angry — just ask them to move. However, if they are on the Mandap where they have to be but block your shot, just move your camera, as they are most likely helping the Pundit and can't move at the time.

#6: No alcohol or meat is allowed on the premises. Now, do they have meat when they prepare food? No. So bear that in mind & don’t bring KFC there.

#7: Hindu weddings are long — even the short ones. So pace yourself. If you can bring an assistant or second photographer/videographer, do that so you can get a break in between.

#8: Be well-groomed and dressed appropriately. Many vendors wear all black to stay unnoticed, but you can wear coloured shirts if preferred — just ensure it fits the occasion (dress pants for weddings, jeans for parties). Greet clients politely with a smile, introduce yourself and your team.

#9: Understand the chain of command — Client, Planner, Coordinator, Boss, Director. Understand who you answer to. On a production crew, your boss communicates with the client/coordinator — go through them. If working for yourself, ask if there's a designated person (planner, vendor liaison) to coordinate with. Most Hindu weddings tend to be big and have a planner; others are small with no planner or coordinator. Follow directions, and at certain points when it comes to the photography and videography aspect, take a little command and suggest things. For example, after the ceremony, instead of the couple leaving and having to come back for family portraits, you can suggest that they stay for 10 minutes to get those shots before leaving. Always respect the chain of command.

#10: Most times, a Hindu wedding will have multiple photographers and even videographers. Why? Because the bride's side has someone they want, and the groom's side also has their people. The bride's side vendor can work until the ceremony is done, and the groom's side vendor will be there for when they come back to his house. Note that the groom's photographer can be present at the bride's side as well. The point is: respect other vendors and know that it is not a competition.

#11: The Hindu couple always faces East for the ceremony. What that means is, the venue where the ceremony is taking place may position them facing a wall where their back is towards the audience, or they could face an angle where it is hard to put up a video camera to get a wide. Ask the Nao where the couple is facing when you arrive, in case you're unsure. Hint: there is a Peera (Pidha, Peeda, or Peeta) — a low wooden stool or a fancy-looking bench — placed in a certain direction, which is where they will sit.

#12: Arrive at least 1 hour before the event, whether you're coming for the ceremony or bride dressing. Late arrival upsets clients and makes the job harder. If you're running late, call and be honest.

#13: Have a contract. Hindu weddings have a lot that goes into them, spanning days of events and rituals. Yes, some are small without all the jazz, but still, having a contract is important. Even a simple text or email confirmation counts — save it. Outline the job description, hours, overtime, meals, pay, and due date. Specify that raw footage is not included unless paid extra. Contracts protect you.

#14: Walk with water and a snack. Hindu weddings tend to be long, and while most times food is served during the ceremony, you will be too busy to eat. If you can send someone to eat and then you go, that works well. Also, doing the ceremony at a house tends to be very hot, so having a bottle of water or two can go a long way. I tend to freeze my water and take it with me.

#15: There are no do-overs. So pay attention so you don't miss key moments.

#16: Whether you're doing photos or video, walk with a video light. I always say lighting is key. You will need a light, especially for evening events.

Follow these 16 ethics at all times — they will no doubt come in handy.



Part 2: How to Film a Hindu Ceremony 

Let's get started.

I live in the Caribbean, Trinidad & Tobago, and here, there are three types of Hindu weddings:


1.  The full wedding — the bride wears yellow, the groom does Dwaar Puja, and the bride changes into red. This is very long, so again, pace yourself.
2.  The table wedding — everything is simpler. Most times, this happens because the bride-to-be is pregnant or something else has occurred. Though it's shorter, it is still a little long.


3.  The full wedding with no yellow — as one of the couples isn't Hindu, the bride doesn't really wear red or yellow; she would wear a neutral colour. Some of these ceremonies tend to be long, and some are short. Note that she could also wear red as well.



Now that you have an idea of the different types of Hindu weddings, know that a Hindu wedding celebration, for the most part, is a FOUR-day event. Most times, it's three days, so let me break that down for you.

Within a Hindu wedding celebration, there is the girl's side and the groom's side. Most times, the production team is broken into two teams, or separate teams cover their respective sides. Or, only the girl's side wants a photographer — it all depends on the client.

Note: In Hindu culture, the bride is known as the Dulahin (Dulhan), and the groom is known as the Dulaha (Dulha).

Here is a breakdown of the 4-Day Hindu Wedding Schedule:
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Thursday – Mehndi Night
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Henna application for the bride and female guests/family. Often a lively, colourful evening with music, dancing, and food. The bride's hands and feet are decorated with intricate designs. On a few occasions, the groom also does this, though I have only filmed it once on the groom's side.
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