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1.  ​Foreword

[image: ]


Why Are Big US Cities Riddled With Crimes?: Illegal Immigration And Crimes In Big Cities

Stories of endemic crimes in big US cities abound.

This crime problem also seems to be an inevitable problem of big cities all around the world, especially in overcrowded cities such as the many terribly congested national capitals with poor infrastructure and overwhelmed law and order and social systems.

Why is that so?
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2.  ​Cause And Effects
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All over the world, such widespread crimes have caused terrible and seemingly intractable problems that endanger entire populations in the cities and result in severe hardship and misery.

Indeed, in many countries, it has become a national security and life-and-death issue for citizens.

How did these terrible crime problems come about?

Can anything be done to redress the problems associated with uncontrolled illegal immigration and crimes in the big cities?
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3.  ​Human Migration
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In the evolution of the human species, migration had been a major force in shaping human societies and the unstoppable spread of the human race throughout the world.

From the first migration of Homo Erectus from Africa millions of years ago, to the second wave of the more developed Homo sapiens from West Africa to the Middle East, onto Europe, Asia, Australia, and America, humans have spread to all parts of the world and evolved to be the undisputed dominant species on Earth.

Ample archaeological findings from around the world of the ancient habitats of early Homo Erectus, Neanderthals, Denisovans, and early Homo sapiens are proof of these important migrations.

Indeed, we wouldn't even be here today if not for the bold steps taken by our ancestors out of Africa.

It is obvious that migration is a natural phenomenon of life, and is influenced by changing climate, ice ages, environment, natural disasters, and conflicts and wars over the millennia.
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4.  ​Why The Anti-immigration Politics And Rhetoric?
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Why is migration such a controversial subject in the toxic and confrontational politics of today?

Clearly, it was the rise of the nation states that have artificially divided the world into so-called sovereign nations dedicated only to the self-preservation and interest of the citizens.

With such nation states each protecting its own territories and prosperity zealously to the exclusion of all others, immigration has become a hotly debated subject.

Some extremist groups in many countries have exploited this issue to win elections and practice egregious anti-migrant policies

But, to be fair, by and large, immigration all over the world has contributed significantly to the exchange of ideas and technologies between countries and regions of the world, and has greatly enriched human civilization around the world.

It is only the illegal, haphazard, aggressive, destabilizing, and disinformation-triggered migrations across borders that are causing serious problems.
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5.  ​Illegal Immigration
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In many countries, poverty, hunger, and poor job prospects and living conditions in farming communities have prompted mass migration of people towards the cities.

In most underdeveloped countries or colonized countries, people tend to migrate to the cities as well as to other more wealthy countries because of the lure of better lives and opportunities.

Although most countries have a system of controlling excessive migrations, when there is labour shortage in the country due to rapid industrialization and economic growth, the pressure to allow more migrants in can become so great that the immigration control system is overwhelmed either through purposeful corruption or administrative failures.

This is especially so in the case of Europe and USA since the second half of this millennium.

The European colonisation era and the trading and enslavement of millions of Africans in Africa and in the USA were some of the darkest history of humankind.

Indeed, this was the period of forced labour and forced migration.

In the modern era, the push factor from poor countries has become especially important because of people trying to escape abject poverty, hunger, and joblessness resulting from inequitable development and exploitation by the more developed West.

This is the historical background of major migrations from rural to urban areas, and from poor countries to rich countries.

This has become even more acute with the growing inequality and widening wealth gap between countries in the modern world.

The recent series of mass drowning and other deaths of thousands of illegal migrants trying to cross the seas on flimsy boats and taking other dangerous overland routes from Africa, South and Central America, and Asia to reach Europe and North America are horrendous and heartbreaking.

When will this end?

When will people be allowed to move freely, or migrate at least in reasonable, regulated, and orderly fashion?

And when will the glaring wealth gap be bridged to stem the tide of mass migration?
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6.  ​Crimes And Illegal Immigration
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There is a definite connection between illegal migration and crimes in major cities.

The reasons are really quite obvious.

Illegal migrants, because of their illegal status in any country, are the people who are most vulnerable to exploitation and discrimination.

They have to eke out a living in the most disadvantaged circumstances.

They have to deal with all kinds of discrimination. And they get no protection from the police or other authorities.

On the contrary, they are often persecuted by the police and may have to resort to offering bribes to escape persecution and imprisonment.

Under such circumstances, it is not surprising that criminal groups, within and without the illegal migrant community, will take full advantage of the situation by forming vicious criminal gangs to consolidate their control and enrich themselves.

The criminal gangs do this by extortion, by demanding protection money, by controlling small businesses, by profiting from drug trafficking, and by controlling the underground sex industry. 

Such is the background of the notorious Mafia in Italy and USA, the vicious El Salvadorian M13 gangs in LA, and the drug cartels in Colombia, Mexico and USA.
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7.  ​Crimes In The Cities
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Every city has its own criminals and crimes. But this situation is exacerbated by any large presence of illegal immigration.

Because they have no rights under the law, and are subject to immediate repatriation, illegal immigrants are the most vulnerable targets of criminal groups in any city.

In the same way, they are also the fertile grounds for recruitment of young migrants to join the gangs.

The temptation to join the gangs is almost irresistible because of the many benefits in getting power, status, and easy money by becoming members of the gangs. Many of these gang members will become terribly violent and murderous just so as to gain greater power and status in the gang hierarchy.

All this analysis may sound reasonable, but the real situation is somewhat different.
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8.  ​Crime Rates
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A 2020 federal study based on Texas Department of Public Safety data found that immigrants of all legal statuses were arrested at less than half the rate of US-born citizens for violent and drug crime, and one-quarter of the rate of the US-born for property crimes.

More astounding is the statistics that showed unauthorized migrants committing crimes at half the rate of US-born persons.

The reasons may have to do with the fact that illegal migrants are keenly aware of the danger of getting deported if they are caught committing crimes.

So, it is wrong to assume that all migrants contribute to higher crime rates.

Perhaps, it is the migrants with prior criminal records that created this impression.

So, it is absolutely unfair indeed to associate high crime rates in the big cities with migrants.

By all means, keep out the illegal migrants with prior criminal record, but don’t blame other migrants for all crimes.
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