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CHAPTER 1: THE DIVINE PRESENCE 
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They were dark days in which Zechariah ministered to the people of God. Through the prophet's ministry, and into the midst of the discouragement of the times, God brought messages of hope to his people. This was the time when Jews were busy trying to resettle into their own land, after they had been deported to Babylon for a while. But re-establishing the service of God in accordance with the Word of God seemed, at times, like too much effort. That was when Zechariah's visions began - visions in which God spoke powerfully to him: visions full of relevance for the predicament, and the mood, the people were in. Let Zechariah share with us the first of the visions God showed him, he says: 


“I saw at night, and behold, a man was riding on a red horse, and he was standing among the myrtle trees which were in the ravine, with red, sorrel and white horses behind him. Then I said, "My lord, what are these?" And the angel who has speaking with me said to me, "I will show you what these are."  And the man who was standing among the myrtle trees answered and said, "These are those whom the LORD has sent to patrol the earth." 



So they answered the angel of the LORD who was standing among the myrtle trees and said, "We have patrolled the earth, and behold, all the earth is peaceful and quiet."  Then the angel of the LORD said, "O LORD of hosts, how long will You have no compassion for Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, with which You have been indignant these seventy years?" The LORD answered the angel who was speaking with me with gracious words, comforting words. 



“So the angel who was speaking with me said to me, "Proclaim, saying, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, "I am exceedingly jealous for Jerusalem and Zion. But I am very angry with the nations who are at east; for while I was only a little angry, they furthered the disaster." "Therefore thus says the LORD, "I will return to Jerusalem with compassion; My house will be built in it," declares the LORD of hosts."" (Zechariah 1:8-16) 



Notice the key promise there: God assures his people through the prophet, "I will return to Jerusalem...My house will be built in it". Building God's house was the project in which they were engaged. They were rebuilding the new temple on the same spot where Solomon's Temple has been destroyed by the Babylonians in the 6th century BC, some seventy years earlier. The work had its difficulties and there were discouraging times, but now came a tremendous reassurance that the house would definitely be built, for God was promising to be with them again. "I will return," he said. His presence would guarantee success in the mission as long as their hearts were right before him. 

But wait a moment. It's worth pausing right there. Surely this is the most basic characteristic of God's house in any age: it's the place where God's presence is known in a special way. There were times in Bible history when God disowned or abandoned his house. When the Jews of Jesus' own generation proved by their rejection of him that their hearts were far from God, Jesus told them, "your house is left to you desolate" - meaning the temple at Jerusalem was in the process of being disowned by Gob as no longer being "his house". God's house - is - has to be - the place where his presence is known. If God's presence is no longer there then it's no longer his house. 

God announced this principle early in Bible history, way back in the Bible book of beginnings, the book of Genesis. This first principle of God's house on earth is disclosed in the story of a weary traveler in Genesis Chapter 28. Imagine a lonely stretch of desert with the sun going down. It's setting on this traveler who might well have been occasionally glancing backwards. There's sin on his conscience. He's a man on the run. This is Jacob running away from the brother he's cheated. Wait! He's stopping now. It looks like he's preparing to spend the night. But what place is this? The Bible simply says: 


“He came to a certain place and spent the night there, because the sun had set; and he took one of the stones of the place and put it under his head, and lay down in that place.” (Genesis 28:11) 



It might have seemed like a kind of nondescript place that Jacob had merely stumbled across. It hardly seemed like a special place at all as Jacob settled down to sleep.  But as he slept: 


“... he had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. There above it stood the LORD.” 



Notice the position of the LORD occupied in this revelation. This was a revelation of a place on earth where God's will is done as it is in heaven, a place where God rules. This, for Jacob, was a fresh revelation of God, the God who now said to him: 


"I am the LORD ... I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying ... I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land." (vv.12-15) 



When Jacob awoke he exclaimed: 


"Surely the LORD is in this place, and I was not aware of it ... How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven" (vv.16-17). 



In more than a physical sense this was an awakening experience for Jacob. He realizes he's been staying in the very place on earth where God resides. Unconsciously, he had actually laid down to rest in the place where God himself rests! Jacob at once makes a vow of commitment, for he's understood this is the place where God rules. Coming to terms with all this is something Jacob himself describes as an awesome experience. "Surely the LORD is in this place, and I was not aware of it!" 

This was a place where the divine presence was known and could be accessed. So, Jacob called the name of that place Bethel (meaning house of God) - previously the name had been Luz (Genesis 28:19). I guess for others it would remain Luz, for there was nothing for passers-by to see, no grand architecture and no impressive religious symbols or rituals. But for Jacob it was now more than special, and he would return to it. This was because he could say: "Surely the LORD is in this place." 

And that's the reason why we've referred to Jacob's remarkable experience - because in this first ever Bible reference to "the house of God" we're given a defining feature of it which is: "the LORD is in this place." Without God's presence being located there in a special way, a place could never be God's dwelling-place. Perhaps that seems obvious but I think it's worth underlining at this stage. 

And of course it brings us back to the first vision God gave to the prophet Zechariah. Our plan of study is to relate each of these visions to the building of God's house, for surely that's the relevance of these visions the means of encouragement for the people in their project of rebuilding the Jerusalem Temple, which would again be God's house on earth at that time. But our aim will be to learn the lessons of each vision, because I suggest to you they provide timeless principles which apply to God's house on earth in any age. 

And that's of relevance to us, because you may remember Peter, when writing to born-again Christians in the first century, went to talk about the possibility of their being built up as a spiritual house (1 Peter 2:5). The apostle Paul had his sights on this too when he spoke of the local New Testament churches of God combining to become the habitation for God in the Spirit on this earth (Ephesians 2:20-22). What were the defining features of God's house in New Testament times? The same as they have always been, and first among them is this: that it's the place where the LORD declares that he's come to reside so that men and women can approach and serve him as he instructs them - a "habitation for God in the Spirit" indeed. 

So this had to be the very first reassurance to the builders in Zechariah's day. The vision repeated the point God had made earlier in the first chapter about his willingness to return to them (v.3). That was essential for as Psalm 127:1 says: “Unless the LORD builds the house, They labor in vain who built it.” 

In fact, Zechariah's colleague, the prophet Haggai, emphasized the same point in his message given at the same time. He told the people: "'I am with you', declares the LORD ... 'I am with you ... As for the promise which I made you when you came out of Egypt, My Spirit is abiding in your midst!" 

What an encouragement to the builders at that time! And what a reminder to us that God's house in any age is first and foremost 'the place of the Name' (see Deuteronomy 12) meaning a place divinely chosen to be what no other place could be at the same time - the place of the divine presence on earth. 
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CHAPTER 2: OVERCOMING OPPOSITION 
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Our plan in studying the eight visions we find early in the book of Zechariah is to relate each of the visions to the building of God's house, for surely that's the relevance of these visions - they were given at that time to the means of encouragement for the people in their project of rebuilding the Jerusalem Temple, which would once again be God's house on earth at that time. The second vision the prophet Zechariah received deals with the opposition the people were facing. The prophet says: 


“Then I raised my eyes and looked, and there were four horns. And I said to the angel who talked with me, "What are these?" So he answered me, "These are the horns that have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem." Then the Lord showed me four craftsmen. And I said, "What are these coming to do?" So he said, "These are the horns that scattered Judah, so that no one could lift up his head; but the craftsmen are coming to terrify them, to cast out the horns of the nations that lifted up their horn against the land of Judah to scatter it." (Zechariah 1:18-21) 



Our aim is to learn the lesson of each of these visions, because I suggest to you they provide timeless principles which apply to God's house on earth in any age. So we'll not be attempting to go into the details of this vision, as to which particular nations were to be overthrown, and at
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