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This book is dedicated
to all those couples on earth who are struggling to make their
marriage satisfying to both of them, while bringing glory to
God!






Since the institution
of marriage is from God, Who then works to bring a man and a woman
together (noting Genesis 2:18,21-24), then we can be sure that He
is always available to help couples have that satisfying
marriage!






We all need to
remember what the prophet Jeremiah said of God at verse 32:17, “Ah
Lord God! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your
great power and by Your outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult
for You…”
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INTRODUCTION

 Perfection can only be found with God and His
eternal abode, that being Heaven. Everywhere else in creation,
because sin has entered through Adam and Eve, all one can hope for
is to find true love and enjoy a life free from sorrow and disease
for as long as one can! At least this was the desire of both Ken
and Sarah as they began their married life together. Being
believers, they truly expected God to see them through whatever
difficulties they might encounter in their marriage. However, they
were to discover, as the years progressed, that even a match made
in Heaven must be outworked on earth!

And as can be
expected in a work of fiction, the characters and events portrayed
in this book are fictitious. Any similarities to real persons,
living or dead, are purely coincidental, and were not the intent of
the author.

Since the
author is also a Christian counselor of many years, there are many
aspects of that counseling experience which has been incorporated
into the story and it is hoped this will be helpful to many.

And now my
prayer is that God will richly bless you as you read this book –
which was a joy to write – and may He greatly minister to every
need in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor,
and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.

Roger Henri
Trepanier






















“Many plans are in a
man's heart, but the counsel of the Lord will stand.”

Proverbs 19:21






"…He does according to
His will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of earth;
and no one can ward off His hand…”

Daniel 4:35 in
part







CHAPTER
ONE

Our best laid plans can sometimes turn
to mush!

It is Friday
afternoon. Ken took the afternoon off so as to get an early start
to the long weekend trip to his parent’s ranch. His wife Sarah, and
their two sons, Troy and Payton, age six and four, are now in the
car and all are ready to go. They are soon on their way, hoping to
be there before dark. They finally reach the freeway and in a few
more minutes are finally heading out of the city, toward the ranch
Ken grew up on, where his parents are still ranching, about half a
day’s drive.

But after
traveling for a couple of hours or so, they notice a long lineup of
cars ahead on the highway. Since they have no other choice, Ken
comes to a stop behind the last car in the lineup and wonders what
the problem could be, and whether this will be a long wait or not.
Sarah suggests putting the radio on to see if there is some news of
this. There is none, but they leave the radio on just in case.

After what
seems like a long wait, the regular programming is interrupted and
there is a public announcement, which now solves the mystery as to
what happened up ahead. Apparently, an oil tanker truck overturned
and caught fire, which involved a number of cars surrounding it
being caught in the inferno. The person giving the broadcast says
that traffic was being re-routed to another road around the site of
the accident, which would likely take several hours to investigate
and then clean up.

And sure
enough, after about ten minutes, the cars ahead start moving again,
and then they see everyone being directed to a side road on their
right. Ken asks Sarah to pull the map out of the glove compartment
to see where this road is and where it leads to, because they were
not familiar with it. Normally, a detour is all marked out and
people cannot get lost going around the accident site and then back
to the main highway to resume one’s trip. But for some reason, this
has not been done here.

And so, when
they reach a four way stop on this secondary road, some of the cars
ahead keep going straight, some turn left, and some turn right. Now
Ken and Sarah are really stuck. Ken finally decides that turning
left is likely the way to go, based on his judgment and on what
Sarah says of what she can discern from reading the map. But after
quite a few minutes of driving, they no longer see any cars ahead.
Either they have turned off somewhere, and they did not notice, or
else they were going faster than they were.

Then they reach
an intersection, where there is a service station and a motel with
a restaurant, and they decide to stop to ask for directions back to
the highway. They also discover that one of the kids needs to go to
the bathroom. After finding out that they would need to travel back
on the secondary road to the four way stop, where they turned left
to get here, they also suddenly realize that it is now dark and are
only about half way to their destination, so Ken suggests to Sarah
that possibly they should see about spending the night at the motel
next to the service station.

Sarah had
packed sandwiches, so they all did have a snack already during
their fairly long wait on the freeway. While one of the boys is in
the bathroom, Ken and Sarah reason that it is easier to find their
way in the daylight than at night. After inquiring at the service
station about the rates at the motel, they are relieved to find out
that they are very reasonable. And so the decision is made to spend
the night there and to leave early in the morning, with Ken
thinking to himself that they should be at his parent’s place
before lunch on Saturday.






















The problems we
encounter in life will either be seen as stepping stones over a
mountain, or they will cause us to reach for an easy escape route!
The choices we make when faced with problems will test the type of
person we have become so far in life!







CHAPTER
TWO

Sometimes our problems can come in
batches!

As they check
in at the motel, Ken suddenly discovers that he does not have his
wallet with him. He had changed for the trip and left his wallet in
his other pants he had worn at work that morning. And Sarah did not
bring her purse because she did not think she would need it on this
weekend trip.

Ken manages to
talk the elderly lady at the counter to let them stay, promising to
call them with a credit card number when they get home. With a wife
and two kids in tow, she believes them and before long they are all
in a room. The elderly gentleman also running the motel later
brings in a rollaway cot for the boys. Thankfully Ken has his cell
phone with him and gives his parents a call, letting them know not
to expect them until sometime Saturday morning.

Saturday
morning comes and it is raining hard. They all get dressed and pile
into the car. As Ken starts to pull out of the motel entranceway,
he hears some strange noise coming from the right side of the car.
He stops and goes around the car to investigate, only to notice
that the front tire is flat. Upon closer examination, he notices a
long nail almost all the way into the tire, which had bled all the
air during the night.

Thankfully
there is a service station next door, so he drives the car over
there and hopes to have the tire fixed as soon as possible. He
knows that there is no sense putting on the doughnut provided by
the car manufacturer, since it is only intended to get one to a
service station. And in this case, he was next door to one.

They had not
been aware the evening before that the service station was a father
and son operation, with the son handling the fuel pumps and cash
register, while the father worked as the only mechanic in the two
service bays. Ken checks with the father about getting the tire
fixed and is told to pull the car into the empty bay next to the
one he is repairing a car in.

When he comes
to check out the tire to check the size so as to be able to replace
it, he discovers that he does not have that tire size in stock. He
says that he will have to order one and have it delivered from the
city in which Ken and Sarah live. Ken asks how long that will take,
and after checking he finds out that they promise to have it there
before closing at 6 pm. Since Ken does not have any other choice,
he tells him to order the tire.

When Ken goes
to the car to tell Sarah, there is a major blow up. It is still
raining hard. The kids cannot play outside and they are hungry, and
there is no place to go except to stay in the car. Ken decides to
go back to the motel next door with the car, and after checking
with the elderly lady at the desk, she lets them have their room
back to wait in. Then having sensed their frustrations, and knowing
that none of them likely had anything to eat yet today, her husband
arrives within half an hour, carrying a plate of sandwiches and a
jug of juice. So they spend the morning and afternoon waiting for
the tire to arrive.

Finally, at 5
pm Ken spots a half ton truck pull up to the service station next
door and figures it is the tire being delivered. So he heads over
there with the car, only to find out from the son that the father
has gone a few miles down the road with the tow truck, to help a
motorist with car trouble. Ken is told not to worry, that he should
be back shortly. Ken has no choice but to wait.

Thankfully
within a short time the father arrives and then goes to work on
replacing the tire. By the time he finishes, it is 5:45 pm and
almost closing time. Then Ken remembers that he has no wallet,
which means no money or credit cards to pay for the tire and the
work. The service station owner is not too happy, but under the
circumstances, he too has no choice but to extend credit to these
strangers, hoping to receive payment later.

Not wishing to
impose on the elderly couple any longer at the motel, they say
thanks and a quick goodbye to them as they leave the motel. Ken now
heads back to the highway by the same road he arrived there, for he
heard from the garage owner that the freeway has now been cleared
of all debris and that traffic is flowing normally again. Then in
what seems like an eternity, they finally pull in at his parent’s
ranch, all exhausted, hungry, and all angry at each other. It is
now very late Saturday evening.

It is still
raining hard and it rains the next day also. Somehow, they had
forgot to check the weather forecast in advance to see what kind of
weather was predicted for the weekend. This means the kids cannot
go outside on the ranch either, as they normally do when they come.
When Ken and Sarah finally arrive home in the city Monday evening,
they are glad to be home and glad this weekend is over, being a
weekend they will remember for a long time to come. But as Ken and
Sarah go to bed that night, they both realize that not all is well
in their marriage!
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