
RIVERS OF REDEMPTION

Featuring

The Supernatural Awakening of Amethyst

and

The River's Torch

Shalom Jacobs

Copyright

Copyright © Shalom Jacobs. All rights reserved.

This work is fiction/spiritual fiction. No part may be reproduced without permission.


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Dedication

Table of Contents

Part I

Part II | The River's Torch

About the Author

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Dedication

[image: ]


To every traveler who has followed the river through uncertainty, grace, and redemption.
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The Supernatural Awakening of Amethyst
A Rivers of Redemption Story
"For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, to give you hope and a future." - Jeremiah 29:11
—-
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Author's Note (Present Day)
Looking back now, fifteen years later, I'm still not entirely sure what happened during those months at seminary. I can't prove that the visions were divine revelation rather than stress-induced experiences. I can't demonstrate that the healing was supernatural rather than unexplained medical recovery. I can't verify that my theological interpretations are correct rather than sincere but mistaken.
What I can say is that something profound shifted in my understanding of faith, authenticity, and the mysterious ways that grace works in broken places. Whether you read this as spiritual testimony or psychological journey, these events changed the trajectory of my life in ways I'm still discovering.
I offer this story not as ultimate truth, but as one person's attempt to make sense of experiences that don't fit neatly into either purely rational or purely mystical categories. Take what resonates, question what doesn't, and trust your own journey toward whatever truth you're seeking.
- Amethyst Sterling
—-
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Prologue: The Early Encounters
November 4, 2008 - Current mood: Enlightened
Before Amethyst Sterling understood the weight of his calling, before the gifts of the Spirit began to manifest in ways that would challenge everything he thought he knew about God's power, there were the early encounters. Looking back now, he could see how the Lord had been preparing him from childhood, speaking in languages his young heart could understand.
"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations." - Jeremiah 1:5
I was rescued by Swamp Thing in 1984, Amethyst wrote in his journal years later. What seemed like childhood fantasy was actually divine preparation. God speaks through every story, every image, every symbol that can carry His truth to hungry hearts. Later, I had an encounter with Aquaman in 1994. These weren't mere comic book dreams - they were harbingers of a deeper reality: that the Kingdom of Heaven communicates through every available channel to reach those destined for supernatural ministry.
"Deep calls to deep in the roar of your waterfalls; all your waves and breakers have swept over me." - Psalm 42:7
Even then, the theme of water - of drowning and rescue, of depths that both threatened and transformed - ran through his spiritual DNA like a prophetic thread. Houdini was so clever! Amethyst mused. How fascinating that he could escape those tiny dark places. How long can a person really train their body to hibernate in temperature changes and darkness secluded?
"He brought me out into a spacious place; he rescued me because he delighted in me." - Psalm 18:19
Perhaps it was the body of water all along that lifted up and capsized me from my vacuumed exploration in the abyss. What looked like drowning had always been rescue in disguise. What felt like confinement had been preparation for the great escape that only God could orchestrate.
—-
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Chapter 1: The Seminary Awakening
"But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth." - John 16:13
The cursor blinked mockingly at Amethyst Sterling as he stared at the blank document on his laptop screen. Outside his seminary dorm window, autumn leaves drifted past like fragments of burnt prayers, and somewhere in the distance, the chapel bell chimed nine times. His final paper was due in six weeks. Six weeks to make sense of biblical prophecy when he could barely make sense of his own spiritual journey.
"Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know." - Jeremiah 33:3
The book lay open beside his laptop: The Complete Book of Biblical Prophecy by Mark Hitchcock. The pages were already dog-eared and highlighted, marginalia scribbled in his careful handwriting. But every time he tried to organize his thoughts, they scattered like startled birds.
Three years of seminary hadn't quite erased the bitter irony of his chosen name. Amethyst. The stone of spiritual clarity. His parents had named him David, but at nineteen, drowning in marijuana smoke and mystic nonsense, he'd legally changed it during what he'd pompously called his "spiritual awakening."
Now, at twenty-eight, the real spiritual awakening felt far more terrifying and infinitely less dramatic.
"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the Lord. - Isaiah 55:8
As he read Hitchcock's systematic breakdown of biblical prophecy - the rapture of the church, the judgment seat of Christ, the marriage of the Lamb, the tribulation period, the second coming - something inside his chest tightened like a fist. A warmth began behind his sternum, spreading outward like ripples on water.
"And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions, your old men shall dream dreams." - Acts 2:17
The warmth intensified. And suddenly, with a clarity that felt both thrilling and terrifying, something seemed to shift in Amethyst's understanding. What if the rapture hadn't happened yet? What if it wasn't just symbolic or past, but literal and future? The possibility made his hands shake as he reached for his pen.
"For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first." - 1 Thessalonians 4:16
His pen moved across the page, almost automatically: This book will interest those who are into eschatology, which means the study of end times. It will explain the focus, emphasis and concept of the Prophets inspired by Holy Spirit to write the bible.
He stared at what he'd written, unsure where the words had come from. Word of knowledge? The phrase materialized in his thoughts like a question rather than a certainty. Was this what the spiritual gifts were supposed to feel like? Or was he just overthinking his homework?
"To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit." - 1 Corinthians 12:8
—-
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Chapter 2: The Supernatural Gifts Manifest
"Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good." - 1 Corinthians 12:7
Three days later, Amethyst sat in Dr. Marshall's Advanced Eschatology seminar, watching his professor pace between the whiteboard and her podium with the confident stride of someone who'd never questioned her own conclusions.
"The premillennial interpretation," she was saying, "requires us to believe in a secret rapture that removes believers before tribulation. It's escapist theology at its worst."
The warmth was building again behind Amethyst's sternum, but this time it felt different. Sharper. Like recognition mixed with concern. As Dr. Marshall spoke, he found himself wondering if there was something she wasn't seeing, something that might be important.
Was this what people called discernment of spirits? He wasn't sure, but something felt... off about the certainty in her voice.
"Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God." - 1 John 4:1
"But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you." -
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