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			Dedication

			
		
    In a few paragraphs the prophet as an eyewitness describes what he saw: 'Children and old men lay on the ground in the streets; my virgins and my young men fell by the sword...' (2:21). 'The tongue of the sucking child cleaved to the roof of his mouth for thirst; the little ones asked for bread, and there was none to give them' (4:4). 'Their nobles were purer than snow, whiter than milk...Darker than blackness is their countenance; they are not known in the streets; their skin is glued to their bones, dry as a stick' (4:8). 'The hands of the godly women baked their children, their own children served them as food...' (4:10). 'They ravished the women in Zion, the virgins in the cities of Judah. They hanged the princes by their hands, they did not respect the faces of the old men. They led the young men to grind, and the boys fainted under the weight of wood' (5:11-13). 'The young men ceased their songs, the joy of our heart ceased, our dance was changed to mourning. The crown fell from our head' (5:14-16).
As we read the description of this horrific picture and, if we have any imagination, we will undoubtedly be shocked. But how would we react if we were the protagonists in this story? How would we respond if something like this happened to us? Our response to a serious crisis, or a painful loss, or the hard blow of a tragedy, brings to light who we really are and where our trust and faith is placed. Jeremiah could plunge into lamentation, or deep depression, or bitter resentment and anger, but instead he pauses and reflects on what has happened. To reconsider is to 'take another hard look at something', to stop and think again. It is to take a second look at an issue or a decision. But that is what Jeremiah wrote, 'This I will consider in my heart, therefore I will wait' (3:21). 'What did Jeremiah think about when all seemed lost and he was surrounded by so much suffering?

      

    



  	
        
            
            Tears are simply defined as "drops of saline fluid secreted from the eyes". They can cause irritation or laughter, but are usually associated with crying, sadness and pain. When we cry, our friends wonder what is wrong and try to comfort us. Babies cry because of hunger, children because of the loss of a pet, and adults when faced with trauma or death.
Jeremiah's grief ran deep. He was called "the weeping prophet", his tears flowing from a broken heart. As God's spokesman, he knew what awaited Judah, his nation, and Jerusalem, the capital and "city of God". God's judgment would fall and destruction would come. And that is why Jeremiah wept. His tears were not due to selfishness, grief over his personal suffering or a loss. He wept because the people rejected their God: the one who created them, loved them and sought to bless them on multiple occasions. His heart was broken because he knew that the wickedness and selfishness of the people would bring them much suffering and prolonged captivity. Jeremiah's tears were of empathy and sympathy. His heart was wounded with the things that broke God's heart.
Both books of Jeremiah focus on one event: the destruction of Jerusalem. The book of Jeremiah predicts it and Lamentations reflects on it. Known as the book of tears, Lamentations is a mournful and funereal song written for the fallen city of Jerusalem.  
What makes a person weep says a lot about them, whether they are selfish or have God in their heart. The book of Lamentations allows us to see what saddened Jeremiah. As one of God's chosen servants, he stood alone in the depth of his emotions, in his concern for the people, in his love for the nation and in his devotion to God.
What brings tears to your eyes? Do you weep because your self-love has been hurt or because those around you sin and reject God, who loves them deeply? Do you weep because you have lost something that gives you pleasure or because the people around you will suffer as they continue to sin? Our world is full of injustice, poverty, war and rebellion against God, all of which should move us to tears and encourage us to act. Read Lamentations and learn what it means to mourn with God. 
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We come to our study of the short book of Lamentations, and this is a book that normally and naturally follows the prophecy of Jeremiah. In this book the soul of the prophet Jeremiah is presented to us in the nude.

By way of introduction to this book, we will quote what one of the great expositors of the Word of God, Dr. Alexander Whyte, said: "There is nothing in all the world like the Lamentations of the prophet Jeremiah. There has been much sorrow in every age and in every country of this world, but never was there born another preacher and author with a heart so full of sorrow. Dante comes after Jeremiah, and we know that Jeremiah was the favorite prophet of the great exile." So much for what Dr. Alexander Whyte had to say.

We have seen that Jeremiah began his ministry during the reign of Josiah. He and Josiah were young and evidently they were also friends. Under Josiah's leadership the last spiritual renewal of the people of Judah took place. It was a renewing movement in which many hearts were stirred, but considered as a whole, it proved to be largely a superficial movement. Joshua died prematurely in the battle of Megiddo, fighting against Pharaoh Necho, a battle in which Josiah should never have participated. Jeremiah, however, continued his prophetic ministry during the reigns of four regrettable kings who continued to reign successively after Josiah: Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiakim and Zedekiah, who was the last king of Judah. His was a stern message, in which he tried to call his people and nation back to following God. But he was never able to prevent the decline of the kingdom of Judah. He witnessed the destruction of Jerusalem; and as he beheld the flames consuming it, he sat upon the hot ashes, and bitter tears fell down his cheeks.

Now, as for the structure of this brief book we have before us, we will say that it has an extension of five chapters, and each one of them is an elegy, almost a funeral dirge. These elegies or laments express a sadness that surpasses all description. In them we see Jeremiah, standing weeping before Jerusalem. So the content of the book is full of sadness and grief. It is a hymn to sorrow, a poem of compassion, a proverb of pathos. It is a hymn to suffering, a psalm of sorrow, a symphony of pain, and a story of purification. The book of Lamentations is the wailing wall of the Bible.

This book of Lamentations introduces us to the very heart of Jeremiah. He communicated a message from God that really broke his heart. What a tragic and miserable life was his! If one were to store his tears in a test tube to analyze them from a scientific point of view, and to determine the amount of sodium chloride, of salt they contained, one would still not get to know the measure of this man's pain and suffering. He has been called the man of the broken heart. His was a life full of pathos and compassion. His sobs were as one. A poet named Ella Wheeler Wilcox has written a couplet that goes as follows: "Laugh, and the world laughs with you. Cry, and you'll cry alone. For this sad old land has to borrow its joy, But has trouble enough of its own."

Tears are generally recognized as a sign of weakness, crying as a lack of manliness, and screaming as a sign of childishness.

This man Jeremiah had the heart of a woman. He was sensitive. He was sincere. He was compassionate, understanding. He was tender, like a mother. Yet he delivered the strongest and most severe message in the Bible: he announced the destruction of Jerusalem, and pronounced judgment, advising the people to surrender to Nebuchadnezzar. His message accomplished nothing but to cause him all kinds of trouble.

What kind of person would you have chosen to communicate such a harsh, brutal, and direct message? Would you have preferred someone like Attila, or one of the dictators of the last century? Surely none of us would have sent a weak or emotionally fragile man to deliver such a message. But God chose that man, a man with a tender heart.

We have already mentioned above that Dr. Dale was the person who said that Mr. Moody was the only one who, according to him, had the right to preach about hell
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