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Crocodile

Jamaica is home to the American Crocodile. It’s the only crocodile species found on the island. These crocodiles primarily live along the southern coast of Jamaica, in areas like the Black River. They are important for the ecosystem as they help keep the water clean by eating dead animals. They are protected by law in Jamaica, and it’s illegal to possess a crocodile or any part of one without special permission.
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THE AMERICAN CROCODILE is a reptile found in coastal wetlands of tropical America, Florida, the Cayman Islands, Cuba and Hispaniola as well as Jamaica where it lives in low-lying swampy areas. In literature and popular speech, it is often referred to as an alligator, which it resembles but which does not occur on the island. The chief superficial difference between the two is that the alligator has a short head with a blunt flat snout while the crocodile has a long tapering snout. 

The confusion between the two creatures goes way back in Jamaica’s history; for one of the earliest laws decreed that the island’s Coat of Arms should have an alligator for its crest. The alligator is also enshrined in tales, sayings, and proverbs, such as ‘nuh cuss alligator long mout’ till yu cross river,’ and in the place named Alligator Pond. Milne-Home recorded that an alligator tooth was worn as a charm, supposedly to prevent one from seeing duppies and to avert bad luck in love affairs. 
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CROCODILES ARE FOUND mainly in the mangrove swamps of the south coast and the Black River, where they can be seen by visitors on boat tours. Their main diet is fish. They will lie quite still for long periods with only their eyes and nostrils showing and can also capture unwary birds and mammals. They were once numerous but over the years have been much reduced in numbers through illegal hunting and loss of habitat. Since 1971, they have been protected by wildlife law. They are potentially dangerous, and may be attacked if they are provoked, especially at their nesting sites.

Crocodiles are among the world’s oldest living animals: they coexist with the dinosaurs. However, while dinosaurs and others have become extinct, the crocodile continues to survive, providing one of the few remaining links with our earlier past. 


Anansi 

Anansi, the clever spider, is a prominent figure in Jamaican folklore. Originating from West African tales, these stories were brought to the island during the transatlantic slave trade. Anansi’s tales often feature him using his wit and cunning to overcome larger, stronger opponents or to get out of tricky situations. 

These stories have been passed down through generations in Jamaica, evolving and adapting to the local culture. They serve not only as entertainment but also as a way to teach moral lessons and preserve cultural heritage. Anansi represents resilience, intelligence, and the ability to overcome adversity, making him a beloved and enduring character in Jamaican folklore. 

Anansi is the Jamaican name for the spider. It comes directly from the Twi name Ananse. An Anansi rope is a spider’s web, and Anansi stories feature the spider as the chief character. The spider most closely identified with Anansi stories is the common ‘house spider,’ a large brown spider which enters houses and feeds on cockroaches but doesn’t construct a web. 


Ant

Jamaica, with its tropical climate, is home to a diverse range of ant species.

Argentine ants are known for their ability to form large, interconnected colonies, making them a significant household pest. 

Black House ants are attracted to sweets and can often be found in kitchens and pantries.

Garden ants are often found in gardens and can sometimes nest in lawns or under paving stones.

Ghost ants are small, pale ants, very adaptable and can establish nests in a variety of locations, including indoors.

Pavement ants often nest in cracks in pavements and can become a nuisance when they forage for food indoors.

Pharaoh’s ants are tiny ants and a major indoor pest, as they can establish nests in wall voids, behind baseboards, and in other hard to reach areas. 

In addition to these common species, Jamaica is also home to other ants, including some that are more specialized in their habitats and behaviors. Some ants, like the “duck ants,” even build their nests in trees.
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THE INTRODUCTION OF the fire ant has been confirmed in Jamaica. Fire ants are known for their painful stings and can be a significant agricultural and public health concern.

Although some Jamaican ants do inflict painful bites, they are more of a nuisance than anything else, and there is no record in the island of ‘ant invasions’ such as plagued other Caribbean islands in the past: Barbados in 1760, Martinique in 1763 and Grenada in 1770. These invaders were ‘Sugar ants’ which covered everything in their path as they moved along, said to be so numerous that on the road the print of a horse’s hoof would appear for a moment or two then immediately be filled in. In Grenada, fire, poison, and other methods of eradicating them were tried with no result, until a hurricane ended the invasion. Apparently, this pest is not the same as the small ‘sugar ant’ which inhabits kitchens today. But some Jamaican ants do have a reputation for fierceness, as the name Coromantee given to a big, black stinging ant will attest. Also named after an African group is a red ant called ‘Congo Peggy.’
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A RAPACIOUS ANT KNOWN as ‘Tom Raffles’ (after the man who imported it from Cuba) was introduced in 1762 to prey on young rats but itself became a pest. The names of other ants are fairly descriptive of their behavior: ‘mad-ants’ or ‘crazy-ants’ run around but do not bite; the tiny, reddish ‘sugar ants’ will go for anything sweet; the tiny, red ‘pepper ants’ sting ‘hot,’ as do ‘fire ants’ and ‘pity me little.’ There are also two types of large black ants that are common.

What are known in Jamaica as ‘duck ants’ or ‘wood ants’ are wood termites that build huge nests (which end up looking like large black bags) in trees. The nests were once thrown into poultry yards as a treat. Parakeets use duck ants’ nests as their own nests, apparently without disrupting the life of the insects and without being harassed by them.

There are tens of thousands of species of ants in the world grouped under the name Formicidae. They are related to the bees, wasps, etc. and all belong to the order “Hymenoptera,’ membrane-winged insects. 

F. G. Cassidy has pointed out that in Jamaica ants are called ‘hants’ or ‘hans,’ a coincidence of form and meaning between English and the West African language Twi, which calls a black ant hanii.
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Bat
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JAMAICA IS HOME TO a diverse population of bats. These bats play a vital role in the island’s ecosystem, acting as pollinators, seed dispersers, and insectivores. 

The Jamaican Fruit Bat is one of the most common bat species in Jamaica, and it plays an important role in pollinating the island’s many fruit trees. 

The Jamaican Fig-eating Bat is another important pollinator, and it also helps to disperse the seeds of fig trees.

The Jamaican Flower Bat is a nectar feeder, and it helps to pollinate many of the island’s flowers.

The Greater Bulldog Bat is a fish-eater, and it can often be seen flying over the water at night, catching fish with its long, sharp claws. 

The Jamaican Red Bat is a small, insectivorous bat that is found in forests and woodlands. 
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UNFORTUNATELY, MANY of Jamaica’s bat populations are under threat from habitat loss, hunting, and the introduction of invasive species. However, there are a number of organizations working to protect these important creatures, and it is hoped that their efforts will help to ensure that bats continue to thrive in Jamaica for many years to come. 
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IN JAMAICA THIS ANIMAL is known as ‘rat bat,’ the term ‘bat’ often being mistakenly applied to the moth. Twenty-three species of bats are known from the island, including four species found nowhere else. The majority of Jamaica’s bat species roost in caves.

The bat is neither a bird nor a reptile but a fur-bearing mammal, i.e. an animal that bears its young alive and nourishes them on mother’s milk. Because bats are active at night, spending their days hidden in dark places such as caves, people feel an unreasoning fear of them. In Europe they were identified with demons (which in art are often given bat wings). In Jamaica, as elsewhere, they are death-images. There are many beliefs about blood-sucking bats, but most in fact eat only insect or plant products.
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JAMAICAN BATS ARE VARIED in their diet, but the insect eaters are the great majority and serve a useful purpose in controlling night-flying insects. Other bats live on fruit, some sip nectar from flowers, and one species lives on fish as well as insects. 

Flowers and fruits patronized by bats have special features to attract them. Flowers visited by bats open at nights and often have a revolting odor. Since bats are color-blind, these flowers are often white or in a range of dark colors-purples, browns or dark reds. They have large openings for the beakless creatures and are strong enough to withstand their cultures. Bat-pollinated flowers must also make a great deal of pollen and nectar for these voracious feeders. Jamaican flowers pollinated by bats include many trees of the bombax family, such as Baobab and cotton tree as well as Cannonball tree and Queen of the Night Cactus. 
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FRUIT-EATERS SEEM TO prefer soft, pulpy fruits such as sweetsop, mango, ripe banana, and naseberry. Bats will transport fruit considerable distances, sometimes between islands.

The unusual fish-eating bat is a large light-colored bat that is sometimes seen swooping over harbors at twilight.

The majority of bats bear one young at a time but the babies are quite large at birth, about one-quarter the size of the mother. The fact that these heavy babies are carried about by the mother for some time on all her flights, attests to the flying prowess of the bat. Also astonishing is the bat’s ability to fly at high speeds in total darkness without crashing into objects, guided by a sort of radar. 
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TREE-DWELLING BATS are solitary in habit, but those that live in caves are gregarious, forming large colonies. Bat dung or droppings is called guano and is a fertilizer rich in
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