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  Preface


  The advertisements say that “Virginia is for Lovers,” but as new arrivals to the state, we found that Virginia is also for history lovers. Old Dominion, the nickname earned from being the first British colony on the mainland, overflows with stories. Jamestown was the first settlement in the New World. The colony saw battles during the American Revolution, and during the Civil War Virginia found itself the epicenter of that conflict. Due to the state’s dependence on agriculture, slavery became critical to its economy. Virginia seceded from the union on April 17, 1861, after the Battle of Fort Sumter and on April 24 joined the Confederate States of America. Richmond would become the Confederacy’s capital.


  Also known as the “Mother of Presidents,” Virginia has produced eight presidents, more than any other state. And three of those presidents—George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison—were Founding Fathers whose leadership and inspiration were critical to the birth and success of the new country. Their homes—Mount Vernon, Monticello, and Montpelier, respectively—remain the jewels in the crown and should be experienced by every American for their historical value.


  We arrived in Virginia by different routes. Charlene, a New Yorker, took a second home in Alexandria in March 2012, while Jai moved from Dallas, Texas, in April 2008 to further her education and career. Charlene, a journalist, author, and editor, is the cofounder and editor of the award-winning website Woman Around Town. Jai, a writer and recognized photographer, is one of Woman Around Town’s contributors. In conversations, we discovered we shared a fascination with Virginia’s history and specifically the state’s plantations, which number more than 40. Living near Mount Vernon, we had visited Washington’s home many times. But soon we began to branch out, learning about the many other plantations sprinkled throughout the state. Each one had a story to tell.


  We spent six months traveling around Virginia, taking tours, talking with those tasked with caring for these properties. A handful are tourist destinations and have professional staffs. Others are works-in-progress, in the midst of costly renovations. Like so many areas of our country, Virginia has become focused on preserving its history, which, in many cases, includes saving and restoring these homes and the surrounding grounds.


  A few of these plantations remain in private hands, families raising their children surrounded by history. Many are still working farms, raising crops to bring in revenue. A handful have been converted to bed-and-breakfasts so that visitors can soak up history while they relax in comfortable surroundings. Some are now managed by the National Park Service, while others have been acquired by local organizations that continue to care for them and raise funds for their upkeep.


  Each plantation required research. We gathered information from official sources, including the National Register of Historic Places, the plantation websites and written materials they provided, and from the oral tours given by each plantation’s staff or volunteers. At times we found what was recited on tours conflicted with the information we gathered from other sources. Each plantation reviewed what we wrote, and accommodations were made to ensure the information was as accurate as possible.


  We discovered that slavery remains a controversial topic. While some plantations are committed to telling the full story of their history, others were not so forthcoming. Several plantations have exhibits on their slave history and continue to collect information from descendants. In some ways, what we encountered during our travels mirrors what’s happening in our country, which continues to grapple with the legacy of slavery.


  We hope that we will inspire you to travel to Virginia and walk in our shoes, visiting some of the plantations that we write about. Because many are located in clusters, one trip will allow visits to several, each one unique.


  This journey has been one of enlightenment and excitement. We want to thank all the people who spent time with us while we gathered information. We were overwhelmed by their commitment to preserving this very important part of our nation’s history. Their enthusiasm was infectious, and we hope we have conveyed those feelings with each story in this book.


  —Jai Williams and Charlene Giannetti



  History as Seen through the Plantations of Virginia


  As the first colony settled by England in the New World, Virginia’s landscape has changed over the course of its quadricentennial history. From the indigenous people to the wave of colonists and slaves that came afterward, together they built a foundation for shaping America into what we know it as today.


  Agricultural growth boosted the population of the infant territory. Plantations contributed significantly, providing commercial revenue through the planting, harvesting, and selling of goods by either indentured or enslaved labor. With over 40 plantations scattered throughout Virginia, this book’s purpose is to highlight some of those homes before their stories are lost in time. Both privately and publicly owned and operated, many of these homes’ livelihoods peaked during the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries, often witnessing some of the most memorable events in history. Within these stories, points will be mentioned highlighting military history, familial lineages, architecture, economics, and slave life. Nevertheless, each home’s restoration progress is just as noteworthy, as preservation and discovery are important for the next generation.


  ARCHITECTURE


  Depending on the time of construction, wealth contributed heavily to the plantation home’s assembly, with a hierarchical structure placed not only on its owners, but on the house itself. Colonists who were able to create a prosperous market for themselves had the ability to splurge. Plantation homes made of brick were considered the crème de la crème, as having enough capital to employ a brick mason among other craftsmen was a luxury. In contrast, those built of wood were deemed not as upscale but were just as coveted, since most of the population lived in much smaller, cramped one-room structures.


  Architectural details reflected the style throughout each home. Ranging from Georgian to Federal to Neoclassical to Greek Revival, each design impacted aspects like symmetry and space. Many structures were shaped after those in Europe, especially England, but architects also developed their own style and were heavily influenced by Roman and Greek architecture. It is said that Roman architect Vitruvius Pollio identified three aspects in constructing a well-built structure: firmitas, utilitas, and venustas. This translates into firmitas—strength, utilitas—purpose of utility, and venustas—aesthetics. In Henry Wotton’s 1624 Principles of Architecture, he eloquently states those conditions interpret as firmness, commodity, and delight.


  In Virginia, these three aspects are particularly evident due to the wealth of its upper class from the Atlantic Ocean’s coastline to the Chesapeake Bay’s inland waterways. Compared to its New England counterparts, Southern Colonial architecture differed due to great halls where guests were greeted, rooms for entertaining placed on the first floor such as a parlor, dining room, or family room. Furthermore, massive chimneys, sometimes numbering upward of eight, of various colors and shapes of brickwork, along with designated river and carriage entryways, could be found on certain plantation homes. With the amount of land many planters owned, outer buildings also showcased their wealth. Icehouses, stables, laundry, kitchens (winter and summer), and overseer and slave quarters all had to be built to support the plantation’s livelihood. However, it is important to note the Southern Colonial style began to change as homes were built farther down the Eastern Seaboard and in the Deep South.


  With each home, a large team—architect, builder, craftsmen, and indentured servants and/or slaves—were needed to execute the owner’s vision. Structures requiring the least amount of work could take between 2 and 4 years, while others were extremely labor-intensive, commanding 5 to 10 years, with the most extreme cases taking 15. What may take 30 to 45 minutes to tour took years to build at the sacrifice of those involved in the process. Nevertheless, there is something breathtaking about each one. With their individual quirks and prideful stateliness, secrets of the past are laid at your feet, inviting you to cross the threshold. Or in this case, through the digestion of each page read.


  FAMILIAL LINEAGE


  Virginia has many nicknames, including “Old Dominion,” “Mother of Presidents,” and “Mother of Statesmen,” to name a few. Referred to as a dominion because of its loyalty to the crown of England as well as being a place of sovereignty within the colonies, “Old Dominion” is one of Virginia’s most beloved names. “Mother of Presidents” stems from the fact it is the only state to have produced eight American presidents since the colonies won their independence in 1776. “Mother of Statesmen” makes reference to the countless number of men who provided service to the colony and later the construction of America’s democratic ideology. Virginia reached statehood in 1788, the 10th among the colonies to do so.


  Familial lineage determined the difference between a life of luxury and one of poverty. Prominent names such as Washington, Jefferson, Lee, Randolph, Carter, and Berkeley held their weight in gold, as those lucky enough to be born or married into “Virginia royalty” were guaranteed a lifestyle many could only imagine. Furthermore, wealth provided the ability to participate in civil activities, governmental affairs, and commercial trade. Capital made from these endeavors was spent on commodities like exotic spices, fine china, elaborate furnishings, paintings, and more. With such extravagances displayed for guests to marvel at and enjoy, many of these families welcomed not only dignitaries and military personnel into their home, but also, depending on their location, curious and wayward travelers. To keep theft at bay, valuable items were kept under lock and key or under the watchful eye of the lady of the house.


  Arranged marriages weren’t uncommon for those in the agricultural ruling class. As the wealthiest families continued to enlarge their acreage, slaves, and possessions, each marriage was considered a business arrangement to preserve the greater good of separatism. Yet there were instances in which couples of the gentry class did marry for love, one example being Benjamin Harrison IV and Anne Carter, who were from two of the colony’s most affluent families.


  After the Civil War, an uprising among the middle class occurred, while fighting the North depleted most of the well-to-do families’ resources in the South. Although some were able to recover, many were never able to do so, choosing instead to start over. A number of homes were abandoned, allowing the grandeur of the structures to diminish during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Later on, untold secrets would be discovered by each new owner.


  ECONOMICS


  Colonial life was extremely difficult. While husbands managed the books, bought and traded slaves, selected the crops to be grown, and participated in civic duties, the wives, even those in a position of prominence, were expected to bear hordes of children, most importantly a male heir to inherit the family’s wealth. Two hundred years before women’s suffrage, a Colonial woman’s lot in life was to take care of all of the domestic aspects of the plantation. This ranged from instructing enslaved house servants and rearing children to keeping track of supplies and entertaining guests. Together the couple would be expected to operate a successful agricultural business.
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  A photograph of Shirley Plantation taken by William Henry Jackson (1843–1942) in the early 1900s


  The economic environment differed throughout the centuries, specifically during the 17th century, when King William I forged a partnership with rich London investors to form a joint venture called the Virginia Company. In the beginning, the company expected its return in gold and silver, but after little success and the demise of large numbers of colonists due to disease and Indian attacks, investors turned to other means, including tobacco. However, by the time tobacco cultivation profitably commenced, the Indian Massacre of 1622 occurred, killing about a quarter of the population of Jamestown. In 1624 King William I turned Virginia into a royal colony, completely under his control. Land acquisition and ownership symbolized wealth, access, and the ability to vote within the governing body, the House of Burgesses.


  In the late 17th century, the Crown started to demand capital through passing various acts and stringent taxation. These new laws upset many colonists who, having lived with little interference from the Crown for over a century, felt they were no longer British, and they coined a newfangled term, American. This led to the American Revolution and later independence. As the newfound country decided on its future, economics in the 18th century solely revolved around regional prosperity—New England with its shipping industry, the middle colonies with their timber and fur trapping, and the southern colonies with their rice and tobacco cultivation. The main resource throughout each region was land.


  Up until the Civil War, agriculture reigned supreme. Northern cities began to delve into industrialism due to their strategic location along various rivers, which perpetuated the steam needed for a modernized economy. After the Civil War, the South was heavily hit, as its way of life completely shifted from one of prosperity to one of destitution. The North, however, was able to maintain its comfortable ways. Because of this, a number of plantation homes suffered greatly as a result of the large amount of capital needed for their upkeep. With the great wave of immigration, people from other countries in addition to those from other states took advantage of the homes in foreclosure, changing their aesthetic along with it. Few homes remained in their previous original form.


  SLAVE LIFE


  The Atlantic slave trade was one of the most lucrative human-trafficking ventures known to man and is well documented. It began as early as the 15th century for European and Muslim traders but didn’t become widespread until the 17th century, when European countries commenced numerous exploratory expeditions to grow their wealth. It is estimated that 12 million people were sold or forced into slavery, with 10.5 million landing in North and South America, many in what is now known as the Caribbean and Brazil. Those sent to North America, particularly Virginia, were fewer in number but the first to experience persecution and degradation for centuries to come.


  Before slavery became a means for some men to achieve wealth, another option was indentured servitude. A person would agree to work as a laborer or apprentice for a certain period of time, most often 5 to 7 years. Depending on the arrangement, a servant’s passage could either be paid or unpaid, wages earned or worked off; however, normally at the end of one’s service, freedom would be granted. Furthermore, a small stipend known as “freedom dues” was usually given or some type of payment of land, crops, or weaponry.


  The difference between enslaved Africans and indentured servants was the utilization of choice. Although some blacks were indentured slaves and received their freedom, many did not. During the early 17th century, those blacks fortunate enough to be free were able to own land, honor their civic duties, and in some cases marry outside their race; however, as indentured servants became less available, the reliance on African enslaved labor intensified. This inspired the white ruling class to begin a systematic change and identification of race.


  With the Virginia Slave Laws, the latter part of the 17th century became increasingly difficult for blacks with any hope of freedom. Laws implemented from the 1640s through the 1660s signified a shift from indentured servitude to permanent enslavement. Later, the laws from the 1660s to 1680 outlined how those who owned enslaved people were to treat, acknowledge, and punish them, with a heavy reliance on differences between each race. But from 1680 to 1705, the laws took a dark turn toward separation, humiliation, legal recourse, and most importantly, death.


  At any given time, slaves outnumbered their white counterparts on a plantation. And though slave rebellions occurred, only a handful were successful. Those slaves that didn’t succeed were prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law to act as an example to prevent other revolts. These constricting rulings and executions set the tone for two centuries of suppression and fear.


  After the Civil War, the Reconstruction period (1865–1877) witnessed the addition of the 14th, 15th, and 16th amendments to the Constitution guaranteeing basic human rights such as the abolishment of slavery, due process requirements, and the right to vote. Nevertheless, the South implemented a new set of edicts known as the Black Codes between 1865 and 1866 limiting the freedom of newly freed slaves and their economic ascent. By the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Jim Crow laws enforced by local and state governments further stifled black opportunity until the Civil Rights Act of 1964.


  Regardless of which side a person experienced, plantation homes throughout Virginia carried out and bore witness to a number of these legal encounters as slaves took care of everyday life from planting, tending, and harvesting crops to domestic tasks involving the plantation family (washing, cooking, and so on). Because of this, slaves were an integral part of numerous plantations’ financial success, especially when war broke out during the country’s infancy.


  MILITARY ACTION


  Up until the Revolutionary War of 1776, most of the skirmishes fought on the New World’s soil concerned American Indians and foreign territories. Involvement in those wars provided colonists a newfound sense of confidence to challenge the Crown for their own progression. The plantations housed many of the families who commanded, fought, or provided some type of assistance to America’s military history. The four major wars reflecting this involvement are the Anglo-Powhatan Wars (1609–1614 and 1622–1626), the Revolutionary War (1765–1783), the War of 1812 (1812–1815), and the Civil War (1861–1865). Four more major wars were fought after the aforementioned, but by then the descent of agricultural life surrounding plantations had dissipated as industrialization spurred citizens to seek better opportunities in urban cities.


  As previously pointed out, Virginian colonists had a tense relationship with the various Native American tribes located along the Eastern Seaboard, specifically those from the Powhatan Confederacy, also known as Virginia Algonquians. Massacres ensued on both sides, which made it almost impossible for colonists to live outside of the protective forts. Yet as more colonists traveled to the New World, they quickly outnumbered and overpowered Indians in the area. No longer considered a direct threat, those landowners who had enough capital to build homes did so as a way to illustrate their nouveau wealth.
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  An 1861 lithograph of George Washington’s home, Mount Vernon, showing the dwelling, grounds, and outbuildings with tourists in the foreground



  On the heels of the French and Indian War, those who called America home decided that a foreign hand in their matters wasn’t needed. Most of the battles were fought throughout New England, and the South, particularly Virginia, didn’t see action until much later. The Declaration of Independence was adopted on July 4, 1776; however, it wasn’t until October 19, 1781, that General George Washington’s Continental army alongside the French defeated British General Lord Charles Cornwallis at Yorktown, Virginia, which ended the Revolutionary War.


  England, however, continued to engage in warfare. While British and French troops vied for control of trade waterways, each attempted to block the United States from doing so with the other. Recently formed, the United States had something to prove, or should we say, maintain. Due to Virginia’s strategic location along the Atlantic Ocean, British naval ships began to once again terrorize the state’s coastline, prompting James Madison to ask Congress to declare war, the first president to do so. Several other prominent Virginians were also a part of the war, which came to be known as the War of 1812, including Virginia royalty such as James Monroe, William Henry Harrison, and James Barbour.


  Later in the 19th century, with the Civil War literally exploding all around, many Virginia plantations were occupied either by Confederate or Union troops. Nowhere else in the South were plantations so affected by the nation’s bloodiest war than in Virginia. At times, families fled, leaving behind slaves to manage and care for the properties. Upon their return, many planters lost everything, including their opulent homes.


  RENOVATION


  Well into the 20th century, most of these dilapidated homes waited patiently until private or public ownership resulted. Those that are privately owned are sometimes open to the public for special occasions, such as Virginia’s annual Garden Week during the month of April. The renovation and upkeep of homes that are publicly operated, either by historical societies or government associations, is a challenge. From paint analysis to furniture refurbishment to structural reinforcement, each home is a different beast to tackle.


  For those who live in Virginia, participation in the various membership clubs is welcomed. Many of the clubs offer special events including dinners, distinguished guest speakers, and the ability to see and enjoy these homes in all of their glory, something difficult to achieve in a 30- to 60-minute tour. Yet it is understood that not everyone lives in Old Dominion, so other means of revenue are garnered from visitors, like through gift shops. Supportive of one another, many clubs provide information about other plantations in the surrounding area.


  Some plantations have gone as far as to enact scenes from the past, which are a huge part of the educational experience not only for students but for anyone interested in days gone by. Fortunately many still operate as a source of agriculture, leasing their land to either tenant farmers or businesses. Some have become recognized bed-and-breakfasts, while others provide destination weddings. If the possibility arises to visit any of these mentioned homes, do so. Despite the fact that the 21st century’s obsession with modernization is slowly encroaching upon these plantations, all is not lost.


  While walking through the house, listen carefully. It speaks whether by creaking, squeaking, or sometimes allowing one to capture a glimpse of something that suddenly disappears with the blink of an eye. Realize that some of these homes have survived four centuries of changes, with familial generations passing along their history to the next. Tears were shed within the walls or along their grounds either from the pain of loss or joyousness of gain. Nevertheless, their stories are intricate pieces contributing to America’s historical account. The resilience of these plantations homes is inspiring, as no matter where they’ve ended up by today’s standards, they’re still standing, commanding the respect of their tenants and guests.




  Northern Virginia


  Less than 30 minutes from the nation’s capital with one-third of the state’s population, Northern Virginia’s prime location makes it a pivotal place. Many of Virginia’s first families moved here wanting to be closer to the political action in the federal city or to participate in its bustling trade scene. While travelers once journeyed by horse and carriage, Northern Virginia is now a transportation center, with two airports, Ronald Reagan and Dulles, and a Metro system linking suburban Maryland and Virginia to Washington, DC. Other attractions include Arlington National Cemetery and Great Falls National Park. The federal government has a presence with the Pentagon, the Central Intelligence Agency, and the Patent and Trademark Office, all located in the area. George Washington’s Mount Vernon can be reached after a scenic drive along the Potomac River down the George Washington Memorial Parkway. The first president’s home is the best known and most visited plantation in Virginia, attracting tourists from all over the world.


  Northern Virginia saw much action during the Civil War, and historic sites continue to draw crowds, including Old Town Alexandria, once occupied by the Union army and now a residential area whose past has been well preserved, from the cobblestone streets to the stately homes, many dating back to the 1700s. In addition to Mount Vernon, we cover six other plantations in this chapter: Chatham Manor, Ellwood Manor, Gunston Hall, Liberia Plantation, Sully Historic Site, and Woodlawn Plantation.





  Chatham Manor


  120 Chatham Lane
Fredericksburg, VA 22405
(540) 371-0802
www.nps.gov/frsp


  A VANTAGE POINT COMPOUNDED BY WAR


  Before Chatham Manor became a strategic lookout point during the Civil War, it was considered an opulent home. Like most of the homes built in the 18th century, its Georgian composition is noticeable as the 180-foot-long bricked mansion sits perfectly perched above the Rappahannock River. Chatham has survived throughout the centuries, from its prerevolutionary construction by William Fitzhugh to its current ownership by the National Park Service. From a plantation to a historic landmark, Chatham commands your respect as it is one of the only great houses left along the river’s bank.


  Chatham’s first owner, William Fitzhugh, was no stranger to the area. Son of Lucy Carter (daughter of Robert “King” Carter) and the great-grandson of Colonel William Fitzhugh, William Fitzhugh was of considerable financial stature, as his family was instrumental in developing both Stafford and King George Counties during the 17th and 18th centuries. When he came of age, he married Ann Randolph, daughter of Colonel Peter Randolph, and together they inherited Colonel Fitzhugh’s generous bounty.


  A friend of George Washington’s, William served in the House of Burgesses from 1772 until 1775, shortly before the fevered uptick of the Revolutionary War. Throughout the war he continued to contribute politically, first as a delegate of the Second Continental Congress in 1776 and later in the senate for four years from 1781 to 1785. An avid horse racer and later a breeder, Fitzhugh was more than a political force. He and Ann enjoyed entertaining their many visitors, including George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Guests alternated from presidential candidates to those of high society. It is said that the number of people that came to visit Chatham is one of the reasons the Fitzhughs moved to Alexandria.
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  As avid farmers and experimentalists, Fitzhugh and Washington shared a commonality deeper than politics. However, their plantations varied greatly. The Tidewater area of Virginia where Chatham is located is known for its marshes and low-lying plains, covering territories from the Potomac River down to the James River. Tobacco, an important crop for the region, wasn’t so much responsible for the agricultural success of Chatham. William chose to grow wheat and corn, experimenting with different strains, some even provided by his good friend George. This fact is nowhere more evident than the presence of a gristmill built to accommodate the amount of grain being produced.


  John Hennessy, chief historian for the Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military Park in Fredericksburg, Virginia, has written two books on Civil War battles and has studied the history of slavery on the two plantations he oversees, Chatham Manor and Ellwood Manor. He shares the following:


  The physical prominence of Chatham, the bounty served at its tables, and the congenial hospitality enjoyed in its halls reflected the lofty prominence of its pre–Civil War owners. But the refined veneer obscured a hard fact: none of it was possible without the labor of enslaved people.


  The caviar that graced the tables at Chatham was harvested by slaves from the sturgeon in the Rappahannock River. The elegant buggies: driven by slaves. William Fitzhugh’s famous prize-winning racehorses: ridden to victory by slaves. The fruit for the brandy, the shoes for the horses, the wool from the sheep, the crops for market—all of them the work and responsibility of slaves. The leisure to never worry about a bedpan or chamber pot, to never build a fire or wash a dish, or perhaps even to never change a baby’s diaper—leisure provided white owners and visitors only by the presence of slaves. For its white residents and visitors, Chatham was often a pleasing, memorable retreat. For Chatham’s slaves, it more closely resembled a factory village or work camp.


  Probably at no time prior to 1865 did the white residents of Chatham amount to more than 20% of the total population of the place, and usually far less than that. The slave population at Chatham fluctuated between 40 and 110 and included an array of tradesmen and artisans that not only provided for the needs of Chatham, but, by being hired out, helped keep Chatham’s owners in cash: carpenters, a tanner, blacksmiths, a jockey, cooks. These people had no legal names. Their marriages were not legally recognized; births and deaths were not recorded; their burial places unmarked and forgotten. Today, we often know of them because they, like buggies and horses and jewelry and tools, appeared in the inventory of a will, paired with a dollar value and, perhaps, a note on their virtues or limitations as a laborer. “Gowen Bessee, a Carpenter, aged 45, $300”; “Dick (tanner) aged 50, $200.” Or “Negro Man Bently (a cripple) $0.”


  Within this world—a world controlled sometimes with violence or the threat of separation—slaves forged a distinct society of faith, community, and (when allowed by their owners) family. And within this world, enslaved people struggled for freedom. Most often they did not seek absolute freedom, but rather time and space within the bonds of slavery. Occasionally, they rebelled. At Chatham just after New Year’s Day in 1805, a group of slaves objected to being ordered back to work before they had finished their holiday celebrations. They attacked the overseer, and when he ran for help, they attacked the help too. In the end, one white responder and two slaves died that day. A third slave was hanged (“a sufficient example to the others,” wrote one white man), and two others were sold south.


  Only war ultimately shattered the restraints of slavery at Chatham and elsewhere. The end of slavery meant the end of Chatham as it had been. Over the coming decades, without the labor to work them, Chatham’s farmlands were sold off, until the estate amounted to just a couple dozen acres. From a prominent, expansive place of production, Chatham transformed to a secluded refuge atop a riverside hill.


  To this day, when walking Chatham’s grounds, it’s hard not to imagine its expansive peach, apple, and pear orchards, planted fields, and plentiful livestock. With outer buildings surrounding the manor including an icehouse, a mill, a blacksmith’s shop, and fisheries, among other desirable features, Chatham showcased the Fitzhughs’ wealth. However, today only three of the original structures remain.


  From 1806 until 1857 Chatham changed hands five times, beginning with Major Churchill Jones, who bought the house from Fitzhugh for a sum of $20,000. Major Jones willed it to his brother William Jones, who sold it to John Coalter, who willed it to his wife Hannah Coalter, who gave it to her daughter. However, Mrs. Coalter’s daughter wasn’t as tied to the home as previous owners had been and auctioned off Chatham to the highest bidder in 1857. The new homeowners just so happened to be Hannah’s half-sister Betty Churchill Jones Lacy and husband J. Horace Lacy.
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  In her will, Hannah Coalter had asked that the 95 slaves be granted their freedom and sent to Liberia (West Africa) to live the rest of their lives. Unfortunately, Mr. Lacy was a staunch supporter of slavery and went to court over the matter. Since slaves were regarded as property, not people, the deceased Mrs. Coalter’s wishes were overturned.


  The Lacys enjoyed their beautiful home for three years before the Civil War started, but as the topic of slavery continued to circle throughout the South, it became clear that something was bound to happen. The Lacys owned another property across the Rappahannock but did not take refuge there, as fighting was expected to occur heavily throughout
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