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Biography

William Shakespeare is one of the most renowned writers in the English language. Sometimes called ‘The Bard of Avon’, or simply ‘The Bard’, he is best known as a playwright, but he also wrote beautiful poetry that remains popular to this day. In total, he is believed to have written at least thirty-eight plays, two narrative poems and 154 sonnets.

Shakespeare was born in 1564 in Stratford-upon-Avon, England. His exact birthday was not recorded, but it is commonly celebrated on 23 April – which is also believed to be the day he died fifty-two years later, in 1616. He was the third of eight children born to John Shakespeare and Mary Arden but was considered their eldest, as John and Mary lost their first two daughters as infants.

It is likely that young William Shakespeare would have lived with his family until he was eighteen, when he married twenty-six-year-old Anne Hathaway in 1582. They were married quickly – likely because Anne was already pregnant with their first child, Susanna, who was born six months after the wedding, on 26 May 1583. She was followed by twins, Hamnet and Judith, on 2 February 1585, although Hamnet would later die of unknown causes when he was just eleven years old.

The seven years that followed the twins’ baptism in 1585 are often known as Shakespeare’s ‘Lost Years’. This is because almost nothing is known about his activity or whereabouts before his emergence as a writer in London in 1592. Unsurprisingly, speculation about those years is rife. One theory is that Shakespeare fled Stratford to avoid being prosecuted as a poacher, while another claims that he may have spent some years touring with an acting troupe in Italy. Some even surmise that he might have enlisted as a soldier. However, there is no evidence definitively proving any of these claims and the reality is we may never know.

When Shakespeare reappeared in the records, he was living in the Bishopsgate area of London and developing a reputation as a writer. His first printed works were two long poems called Venus and Adonis and The Rape of Lucrece, which were published in 1593 and 1594 respectively. Some of his early plays had also appeared in print by 1594, in a small, inexpensive format known as ‘quartos’. That same year, he was also listed as a founding member of a company of actors called The Lord Chamberlain’s Men (later renamed The King’s Men in 1603). Shakespeare remained with the troupe for the entirety of his career, working as an actor and producer as well as a playwright.

By 1599 Shakespeare had moved to Bankside, on the south bank of the River Thames, where he and his business partners, William Kempe and Richard Burbage – also members of the Lord Chamberlain’s Men – built the Globe Theatre. Shakespeare is thought to have written some of his most famous comedies, romances and historical plays in this period. Between 1590 and 1600, he wrote Much Ado About Nothing, As You Like It, Romeo and Juliet, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Julius Caesar and Henry IV Parts 1 and 2, among many others. He is also likely to have begun work on his sonnets in the late 1590s, although precise dating of Shakespeare’s work is difficult, as no known original manuscripts exist today.

In 1604 Shakespeare moved back to the City of London, renting a room in Cripplegate, near St Paul’s Cathedral. During the eight or so years he was living there, Shakespeare wrote the well-known tragedies Hamlet, Macbeth, Othello and King Lear, as well as the historical tragedies Antony and Cleopatra and Coriolanus. He also wrote several comedies including All’s Well That Ends Well, The Winter’s Tale and The Tempest. Along with this prodigious output of plays – it’s thought that Shakespeare produced on average two plays a year for around twenty years – Shakespeare’s sonnets were also published in 1609.

Shakespeare retired to Stratford-upon-Avon in his late forties, sometime after 1611. He continued to collaborate with younger playwrights on a small number of new works and made occasional trips to London to see performances of his later plays, like Macbeth and The Tempest. But most of his time was spent managing his various business interests. When his father died in 1601, Shakespeare inherited the family house, part of which he leased to tenants. He had also purchased land in Stratford-upon-Avon between 1602–1605, which he also leased out. As well as providing for his retirement, scholars believe these investments helped give Shakespeare the time needed to support his writing career.

The exact date of Shakespeare’s death isn’t





THE STAGED COLLECTION
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STAGED is a beautifully designed six-part collection of Shakespeare’s most beloved plays and the archetypes that they popularised.

With cover art by Lucie Corbasson-Guévenoux and forewords written by some of YA’s biggest names, STAGED celebrates the genius of the Bard and the tropes that continue to delight YA readers to this day.

Read on to find out more about the other plays in the collection.
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AS YOU LIKE IT

‘We that are true lovers run into strange capers’

[image: ]
Banished from her ambitious uncle’s court, the lovesick Rosalind flees to the Forest of Arden with her cousin, Celia. Disguised as the handsome shepherd Ganymede and shepherdess Aliena, they soon discover the dashing Orlando – forced into hiding by a plot against his life.

Heartbroken at the separation from his beloved Rosalind, Orlando grows close to ‘Ganymede’ when they offer to help him out with love lessons. But a local shepherdess has also fallen for ‘Ganymede’.

As their hopes and dreams entangle, can everyone get what they want?

The fake dating classic

Foreword by Talia Hibbert

Artwork by Lucie Corbasson-Guévenoux
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HAMLET

‘Something is rotten in the state of Denmark’

[image: ]
When Hamlet, Prince of Denmark, discovers his father was murdered, he swears vengeance against the killer: his father’s brother, Claudius, who has married Hamlet’s mother and taken the throne.

Furious at this betrayal, Hamlet devises a complex plot to reveal the truth and enact his revenge. But Claudius has a devious plan of his own. Together, they will bring devastation to the entire court.

The everybody-dies classic

Foreword by Faridah Àbíké-Íyímídé

Artwork by Lucie Corbasson-Guévenoux
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MACBETH

‘It will have blood, they say; blood will have blood’

[image: ]
On a bleak, stormy night, three witches prophesy: Macbeth will be a lord twice-over, Macbeth will be king, Banquo’s sons will be kings.

When their predictions start to come true, the ambitious Lady Macbeth vows to help her husband become King of Scotland and hold on to the throne – by any means necessary. But as the pursuit of power leads them down a dark and bloody path, the Macbeths begin to unravel.

The dark prophecy classic

Foreword by Kat Delacorte

Artwork by Lucie Corbasson-Guévenoux
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MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING

‘I love you with so much of my heart that none is left to protest’

[image: ]
Love, deception and discord are flourishing in the court of Messina.

Sweet, innocent Hero and the famed soldier Claudio are immediately infatuated, while the bickering Beatrice and Benedick can agree on just one thing: the other is insufferable. Little do they know, two plans are afoot – one to make Beatrice and Benedick fall in love, another to break up Hero and Claudio.

The enemies-to-lovers classic

Foreword by Holly Bourne

Artwork by Lucie Corbasson-Guévenoux
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ROMEO AND JULIET

‘For never was a story of more woe Than this of Juliet and her Romeo’

[image: ]
A bloody feud. A tangled love. A senseless tragedy that brings two families to their knees.

After a chance meeting at a ball, young Romeo Montague and Juliet Capulet fall desperately in love. But their families are locked in a bitter rivalry, their love forbidden. When blood is spilled, Romeo is banished, forcing Juliet to take desperate measures that spell tragedy for the star-crossed lovers.

The forbidden love classic

Foreword by Jennifer Niven

Artwork by Lucie Corbasson-Guévenoux
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