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Lisa Montgomery would meet Bobbie Joe Stinnett in an on-line chatroom called “Ratter Chatter” under the pretext that she wanted to purchase a rat terrier puppy from her. 

But what she really wanted from the pregnant Bobbie Joe was her baby. 

Lisa would arrive at the Stinnett home and strangle the young woman into unconscious before cutting out the baby from her stomach with a kitchen knife. 

She would then show case the baby around her small town, introducing her as “Abigail.” 

Investigative authorities would find out that Lisa would suffer from what psychiatrists called “pseudocyemesis.” A psychological delusion where the subject believes she is pregnant. 

The gruesome crime would shock the town of Skidmore, Missouri with its population of only 300 people. Once a community where they could keep their doors unlocked at night, the townsfolk would never be the same. 

BOBBIE JOE STINNETT

Bobbie Joe had lived in the small town of Skidmore, Missouri all of her life. She was a shy but happy cheerleader in high school and graduated with honors of May of 2000.  

“She was intelligent and fun-loving,” Bobbie Jo's mother Becky Harper said. “She never knew a stranger.”

Three years after graduating, Bobbi Joe would marry her childhood sweetheart in Zeb Stinnett. The couple would tie the knot on April 26th, 2003. 

“She was real quiet,” Zeb said.  “She pretty well kept to herself. I was the same way. I guess that’s why we clicked so well.”

Bobbie Joe would work at the Earl May Garden Center which served as both a pet store and plant nursery. Zeb worked in production at Kawasaki manufacturing. Later, Bobbie Joe would join Zeb at the plant and together they were saving money to buy their first home. 

To make money on the side, Bobbie Joe was also a champion breeder of rat terriers. She ran the side business with her husband and they deemed the business “Happy Haven Farms. 

"Our puppies are placed in only the very best homes with the family that fits them best," the website read. "Let us help you find your next pet, rat terrier or otherwise." 

Bobbie Joe would also engage in on-line forums that discussed rat terriers. She would often be the go-to person to chat with because of her expertise in the genetics of breeding. 

It was here in this on-line chat room she would meet “Darlene Fischer”. Fischer was accused of misrepresenting  her dog's pedigree by other members in the forum but Bobbie Jo would defend her. 

Little did she know that Fischer was doing more than misrepresenting her dog's breed. 

She was misrepresenting herself. 

Darlene Fischer was really Lisa Montgomery. 

"(Lisa) told us all she was pregnant with twins,” chat room member Nancy Strudle said. “And about a month and a half ago her messages were 'I lost one of the twins. It's so terrible, but they saved one twin.'We didn't believe she was pregnant. I don't know how she fooled her family and community.”

Bobbie Joe had met “Darlene” at a dog show in Abilene, Kansas in November of 2003. A few years later, “Darlene” would again touch base with Bobbie Joe via the Internet message boards of her rat terrier site.  

"I was recommended to you,” Lisa Montgomery wrote under her pseudonym. “And have been unable to reach you by either phone or email. Please get in touch with me soon as we are considering the purchase of one of your puppies and would like to ask you a few questions."

Bobbie Joe would e-mail Lisa back and the two would arrange a meeting. 

Later that afternoon Bobbie Jo received a call from her mother, Becky. Her mother wanted her to come pick her up from her job at Sumy Oil. Bobbie Jo stated that she couldn't as she was waiting on a customer to come look at the puppies. At that moment, Lisa's red Toyota Corolla parked outside. 

“There they are,” Bobbie Jo said. “I've got to go.”

It would be the last time they would ever speak. 

LISA MONTGOMERY 

Lisa Montgomery's life was troubled from the beginning. It was alleged that she was sexually abused by a stepfather as well as emotionally abused by her own mother.

John Patterson, Lisa's biological father, would express regret when he abandoned his daughters to their mother. 

Lisa's mother, Judy Shaughnessy, wanted out of the marriage but John didn't fight for custody of the children as he was an alcoholic at the time. 

“(I made a mistake) leaving my two daughters with that crazy lady.”

Lisa's half-sister, Diane Mattingly, would agree with Patterson in that their mother was no angel. 

“It was like walking on egg shells,” Mattingly recalled. “You could never please her. If you did something wrong, you got hit.”  

“Lisa was raised in an abusive home,” forensic psychiatrist Paula Orange said. “But she did not have any violent tendencies in her background. She was a well-versed liar and probably used this as a way of coping with an out of control, angry mother. So she developed a lot of negative coping mechanisms. This doesn't excuse her behavior but it does give us an idea of where she was coming from.”

After Patterson left the family, Denise would be put up for adoption as their mother told them that it was their fault that he left. 

“(Lisa) was clinging to me. I was her mother in reality,” Mattingly said. “I was the one who protected them. I was the one who took care of them.”

These early traumatic episodes would be the catalyst for the adult mental illnesses of Lisa. She would become obsessed with pregnancies and develop a lifelong habit of never telling the truth about anything. 

Carl Boman, who was both the ex-husband and stepbrother of Lisa, would state that Montgomery saw pregnancy as a way to get attention. The couple would have three daughters and a son in less than four years. She would then get a tubal ligation without any forethought as doctors warned her against having more babies. 

But Lisa would cheat on Carl during their tumultuous fourteen-year marriage. She would move from her native Oklahoma to New Mexico and then settle in Kansas.  

“She was selfish,” Boman said.”A chronic liar with low self-esteem and critical of others. But she didn't have the potential for violence.”

Lisa would pretend to be pregnant with Carl a few times during their marriage. Carl would file for divorce in 1993 but in 1994 they would reconcile and remarry. Why? Because Carl thought she was pregnant and didn't want to leave the baby abandoned. 

Four years later, however, Lisa would file for divorce. She took their four children and moved in with Kevin Montgomery. Kevin had three kids of his own and they formed a “Brady Bunch” style union in his home of Melvern, Kansas. 

Kevin was a quiet guy, an electrician by trade while Lisa was a housewife. She talked only of herself or her children, spending her days raising goats for wool. She would teach all of the children how to weave, dye and spin the yarn. But neighbors would describe all of the children as unkempt and dirty as when she wasn't weaving wool she was “vegging out on the couch.”

Still, one of her older daughters remembers their time together fondly. Lisa would make old-fashioned dresses and bonnets with her daughters before they would attend fall festivals. She also encouraged one of her daughters to play football on the boy's team, going so far as addressing the school board to make it happen. 

She would marry Kevin two years into their living arrangement as Lisa would claim to be pregnant. She began walking around the house in maternity clothes and announce a due date of December. She told everyone who would listen about her pregnancy, including Pastor Mike Wheatly.

The pastor told Lisa that she was  "kind of small to be having a baby that soon.”

“I've always had small babies,” Lisa said, he didn't pursue the topic any further. 

Kevin, who worked at a sign company over seventy miles away from their home, firmly believed that Lisa was pregnant. 

“It was impossible for Lisa Montgomery to have another child,” crime writer William Phelps said. “Her tubes were not tied. Her tubes were burned, cauterized. Which is an irreversible process. How could a husband sleep next to his wife of nine months and not know that she's pregnant? How could he look at her when she got out of the shower and not know he was pregnant? Didn't he go to any of the doctor's appointments? Lisa Montgomery manipulated this guy to believe that she was pregnant.”

Meanwhile, former husband and step-brother Carl worried about his children under Lisa's care. He filed for sole custody which would force Lisa to admit in court that she was not pregnant. Carl knew Lisa's game. Once the judge saw Lisa's mental delusion first hand it would be easy for him to win custody. 

Still, Lisa was adamant
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