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Foreword

David Barnard

Kaniibowit wapshki muckwa nindizhinikaaz. My spirit name is Standing White Bear. I received this name from Elder Dave Courchene, Jr.

I introduce myself this way out of respect for the ways of the people of the land where I live, and for the friendships that led to me having the name. I came to the prairies from Ontario the better part of thirty years ago, first to Saskatchewan and then to Winnipeg and the University of Manitoba (UM). I am fortunate to have developed working relationships and friendships with many Indigenous people.

I and my colleagues at UM have been deeply influenced by the realities around us. UM has long had Indigenous faculty, staff, and students in its campus community and has focused energy on welcoming Indigenous people into the University. I made a statement of apology on behalf of UM (the only university to do so) at a meeting of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC), UM successfully applied to the TRC to host the legacy research center when the Commission passed on its materials and expectations for safekeeping, UM is part of a broad collaboration with other participants in the education sector in Manitoba to improve educational outcomes for Indigenous people, and UM has just created the position of Vice-President Indigenous Engagement (as far as I know, the first in Canada).

But in spite of many good intentions in many places, not just in this province and at my institution, the gap between the life experiences and outcomes (health, economic, etc.) for Indigenous and non-Indigenous people in Canada remains unacceptable.

Many good people want to change this situation, and some of them have been working at it for a long time. These good people do not accept the inequities between the lived experiences of Indigenous people and the experiences of the large majority of Canadians. Educational outcomes, health, and other indicators of social well-being are out of balance for many Indigenous Canadians relative to the rest of the country.

This book presents a sample of the activities that some individuals and some groups have undertaken as their particular contributions to our shared future. A multifaceted approach is clearly required, but we do not yet know how effective some of the particulars will be. In this book the editors have brought together descriptions of some of the many attempts to bridge the gap between our two realities. We are not faced with two solitudes (a metaphor from Anglophone and Francophone Canadian interactions in the past) but with a more dynamic image: a shared journey, with different particular choices of what might draw us closer together as we travel.

It is natural to hope that the experiences of our children and grandchildren, of our neighbors and their children and grandchildren and of our fellow citizens more broadly considered, will be in a social context that is safer and more equitable for all people than has been the case in Canada for Indigenous people.

The approaches described here can help us to understand and to improve the circumstances of our shared journey.

Dr David Barnard, OM

President and Vice-Chancellor

University of Manitoba

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

Treaty One Land and Homeland to the Métis Nation


Reconciliation

A Canadian Journey

Laura E. Reimer and Robert Chrismas

Our journey for reconciliation in Canada is, in many ways, just beginning. The future of Canada is, for us, the story of our past, present, and future lives. This is a time for courage and tenacity, a conviction that our great dreams are rooted in the strength of respectful relationships animated by our past, present, and our vision of our shared future.

Through each of the chapters ahead, readers will be provided with windows into how Canadians are making sense of our past, living our present, and striving to give shape to the future we hope for. While reconciliation is a journey that includes people, organizations, and countries, it is also a journey of the individual heart and mind. Throughout the complex processes of reconciliation, time and healing are interwoven, and for those walking the road, it is very personal.1 Though the need for reconciliation usually flows from the actions and decisions of governments, it is not solely the work of governments to embark on the journey, nor is it the work of one individual, nor of complex organizations. Reconciliation is shared. The chapters in this volume are written by Canadian Indigenous and non-Indigenous scholars and leaders. Together, we explore reconciliation in the complex levels of conflict, while acknowledging that reconciliation is simultaneously a global struggle, a community struggle, and a deeply personal struggle. Like all conflicts, Canada’s reconciliation journey is complicated.

But the Canadian world is built on relationships that began long before the founding of the country in 1867, and are now undergoing the fragile process of reconciling. At the same time, the country is becoming home to newcomers with many other experiences and stories, who bring with them a different past to graft into our future together. Canada is and always has been a place where many people can come together and learn to be together respectfully and comfortably. There are very few effective frameworks or models for action emerging from the disciplines of international relations, political science, or the social sciences in matters of reconciliation, though from these areas comes much of the literature.2 While others take to pen to criticize us, the contributors to this volume demonstrate that in many sectors of our society, authentic and transformative change is taking place. The chapters explore practical, active responses in immediate circles of influence. The outcomes are rooted in our desires for reconciliation. This is our journey.

Reconciliation

When we step into the river of other people’s lives, it must be with great humility. The concept of reconciliation is not a new one, though its circular depth makes it relevant to the many worldviews through which Canada has been interpreted. Acknowledged reconciliation scholar John Paul Lederach explains that reconciliation is “the place where Truth and Mercy, Justice and Peace meet.”3 These are fluid energies for and within reconciliation, and this energy is evident in the chapters of this book. When these concepts are applied to social and political situations, political and social leaders are trying to make the journey toward reconciliation operational; peace becomes a national reconciliation process, truth commissions are formed, mercy emerges in the form of national amnesty programs, and justice is incarnated as war tribunals.4 In this way, national and international leaders design processes and procedures that they think will move conflict and injustice toward peace and justice. In all of these, the reconciliation framework “assumes that we must first establish what happened in the past, in order to make it possible to live together in the present and move together as a society into the future.”5 But there are broken hearts and individual lives greatly affected by Canada’s past and its present. We take very seriously the knowledge that it will be through the energies of reconciliation that we can and will shape our future.

Conciliation is a collaborative problem-solving alternative dispute resolution practice;6 a process of building positive social relationships through unassisted, cooperative decision-making among parties.7 This seems to be where Canada needs to go, yet our contemporary political leaders have eagerly taken us not into the realm of conciliation, but have instead engaged the reconciliation narrative around the globe, including Canada, Northern Ireland, and South Africa. This is confusing because despite frequent declarations by the government of the day that Indigenous people and Indigenous relationships matter, in Canada, at least, government commissions throughout Canada’s history have found that most Canadians are not particularly certain of what it is that is being reconciled.8

In many ways, the Apology for Indian Residential Schools Policy9 of Prime Minister Stephen Harper in 2008 was a national awakening that there has been something very wrong in Canada. On that day, Canadians in all walks of life heard for the first time the candid, difficult admission from our prime minister, on behalf of all our governments over time, including the leaders of the empires that colonized us, that “we were wrong.”10 Despite the views of some critics of that apology, there is much in the criteria literature11 to suggest that this may have been one of the earliest, authentic acknowledgements of wrongdoing, and the work of peace, mercy, justice, and truth as reconciliation began to take root in wider society.

Determining the wrongs of yesterday and today is not the end of the journey; this is where governments stop and the work of individuals begin. There must be a shared future beside and on the other side of reconciliation. It is in this context of an ethically remembered, shared future, where truth, mercy, love, and justice meet, that growing numbers of Canadians are striving to learn, understand, and respond to the needs of reconciliation around us.

Early Canada

There is much evidence that despite some contests relationships among Canada’s early inhabitants were characterized by respect, born in part out of the symbiotic benefits of the fur trade for both the Indigenous people and for those whose origins are typically traced to the British Isles. The early covenants depicted on the front jacket of this book, called Wampum and treaties, are evidence that early relationships were built on respectful co-existence. As covenants, they are to stand for all time. The message of the Two-Row Wampum established somewhere near modern Virginia, USA (1631) is that Europeans and Original People will travel the rivers side by side, for all time, and neither shall steer the others’ water vessel; the Treaty of Niagara (1764) agreement among the growing settlements north of the 49th parallel, extended this agreement to include the Settlers. Major European and British legislation, and later the Canadian Constitution Act, these are the bedrock upon which Canada was founded, expanded, and stands today. But events since these covenants indicate that we now must seek reconciliation. This means that in order to do so, there must be trust, both in the systems of Canadian society and in each other; and there must be respect. This is not a linear process, and understandably it does take a long time. Scholars agree that reconciliation may take generations, in part because of the need for healing at the individual, community, and societal levels.12 According to scholarship, for reconciliation to mature, there must be a shared future that includes security (no potential for recommencement of past violations), truth (acknowledgement of the wrongs of the past), and justice (in the form of punishment or reparations).13 The burden of reconciliation is ours to share.

We also cannot ignore the fact that Canada was a French, and then British colony. This means that we live in a colonized state and that has had very complicated repercussions for reconciliation, and those of us that call Canada home are at different stages of embracing this reality. One scholar has stated that “decolonization recognizes that it is not an easy process but is latent with paradoxes, because the colonial mindset is too complex to dismantle fully.”14 While an extensive colonization literature review is well beyond the scope of this book, colonization does need to be briefly explained. This is not colonialism, which was the policy of total control and domination engaged by the French and British empires in the earliest days of what became Canada. Colonization occurs when one people or culture is dominated or conquered by another, the basic social structures are weakened or destroyed, and the conquered culture is replaced with that of the conquering or dominating culture.15 A great divide is generated and established as the dominant group sees itself as superior and benevolent embodying the quintessential values, ethics, and mores of nationhood, in the quest for civilization.16 Decolonization in Canada is required for Indigenous and non-Indigenous minds alike, and has been widely acknowledged in the literature as foundational for full reconciliation, though how that will be for Canada is the story that is now unfolding.

Indigenous academics have taken exception to the assumptions of western research to conduct research on rather than with Indigenous people; yet this is also the case with Canada in the broader context, and as Canadians we take exception.17 Academics from Europe and the United States criticize our journey and write freely of our failures, while viewing our world through their eyes. They do not see their views and opinions as imposed on us; we are in some ways being recolonized by foreign academics. In the following chapters, readers will have opportunity to explore some of the complexities and responses of the Canadian reconciliation journey through our eyes and our great dreams for our shared future. We acknowledge that many will insist this is not enough; but the words of this book do indicate clearly that we are engaged in our journey.

David Barnard, President and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Manitoba in central Canada has written the Foreword. As home to the archives of Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC), and located on Treaty land, the University of Manitoba (meaning resting place of the Creator in our local Indigenous language) has been central to much of the recent activity of Canada’s reconciliation journey.

The book jacket was created by Mikayla Leanne Plett, a Manitoba artist whose skilled pen has understood the heart of our reconciliation journey. Canada’s landscape, also symbolic of the nations that call Canada home, is wrapped in two of the earliest covenants of respectful relationship; the Two-Row Wampum and the Treaty of Niagara. The three rivers flowing side by side eternally from the mountains, like the Treaty of Niagara, represent the ways of the Original People, the Europeans, and the Settlers.

Laura Reimer provides an integrated history of the evolution of the earliest relationships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples through the window of public policy. The chapter flows chronologically from early encounters between Europeans and Original People in what is now North America, through to the official transfer of relationship for Original People above the 49th parallel into a colonial one, under the realm of the Canadian government and the 1869 Indian Act. The relationship was then characterized by the aggressive dismantling of Indigenous identity and ways of life with the abrupt imposition of a defined, structured relationship with government for the Original People as Indians. Following the actions (and inactions) of Canada’s government since before the founding of the country, relevant issues and policies of government that have contributed to the current context for reconciliation are provided. This provides a foundation for understanding some of the complexities of our journey. The chapters are followed by the full text of the 2008 federal government Apology to former students of residential schools for the residential schools policy – one of the darkest chapters of Canada’s history.

In his chapter entitled Leadership, Reconciliation, and Friendship, Paul Vogt engages readers to wrestle with the concept of what effective leadership must be like in the context of reconciliation. The issue of leadership is frequently part of any discussion of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Final Report recommendations, and the resulting Calls to Action. The chapter explores the meanings of the Calls, and the responsibilities of public leaders in particular. Vogt thoughtfully invites readers to consider how leadership has been, and how it must be, in order to be effective.

The book then turns to the personal level of reconciliation as KENIENKĒ;HAKA (Mohawk) Scholar Brian Rice honors us by taking us with him on his personal odyssey, walking the way of the Peacemaker.18 Rice’s journey serves as a guide and we learn that reconciliation begins in the heart. Father Peter Bisson paints for us the poignant nuances of decolonizing the Jesuits in his roles as the leader of a national organization, including brutally painful personal epiphanies of the conflicts between the intentions of his heart, and external perceptions of the Catholic Church.

The book also explores what reconciliation means to suffering individuals while decolonizing education. Acknowledging the fragility of the human heart and how trauma can manifest in a classroom, teacher Christa Yeates shares how she has engaged with trauma-informed education to reshape education with empathy. Aware of the insidious impacts of trauma on teaching and learning and on teachers and students, Yeates has worked successfully for over ten years to guide inner-city Indigenous adult learners to completion of their high school education.

Annette Trimbee, president of the University of Winnipeg, presents the decolonizing of a Canadian university under her leadership. Trimbee shares with readers how her university is developing meaningful connections and relationships with Indigenous people and communities by including Indigenous perspectives and experiences in the university, recognizing and employing Indigenous talent and knowledge, and supporting future Indigenous leaders and learners at the institution.

Increasing numbers of Canadians and their organizations are enthusiastically engaged in “reconciliation,” though general understandings are unclear. Through the efforts of Treaty Relations Commissioners (appointed originally by England and by Canada’s central government since), most public meetings are now opened with an acknowledgment of the agreements between Indigenous people and governments for stewardship and sharing of the land beneath us. The treaties, and especially the Numbered Treaties of the Canadian west, are explored further in Manitoba Treaty Relations Commissioner Loretta Ross’ chapter entitled Ago’widiwinan, a local Indigenous phrase meaning principles of treaties. Land sharing in the ongoing debate regarding satellite urban reserves as a reconciliation ideal is presented by Professor Joe Garcea.

Indigenous Chief and former provincial Grand Chief Ron Evans draws upon his broad leadership experiences to explore one of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action, Business and Reconciliation, and applies its relevance as an agent for positive growth, development, and prosperity in Canada’s northern communities.

Police Chief Dale McFee and Staff Sergeant Bob Chrismas provide a window into the very old and contested relationship between law enforcement and Indigenous Canada, and how reconciliation works in their context. The authors present practical ways police leadership in western Canadian cities can and is advancing justice and respect as contributions to Canada’s reconciliation journey.

We are grateful to the contributors to this volume for the quiet efforts they have made for reconciliation by their decisions and examples among the people in their realm of influence. This is hard work that flows from a vision of great dreams for the future of our country and deep caring for our people. We trust that through the window of each chapter, readers will gain a picture of how seriously Canadians are undertaking our desire for reconciliation and a shared future. We believe that it is through the work of people like the contributors to this book that we shall be shepherded through reconciliation to the other side, where our future will be respectful and together. From the wisdom and contributions of scholar Dr John Paul Lederach to the timeless, borderless work of reconciliation, we offer the following:

To take up the journey of reconciliation, we keep our feet on the ground and our head in the clouds. Now is the time for great convictions and great dreams. Let us dream boldly. Let us dream boldly that our feet may carry us through the challenging realities that stir around us. May God grant us the innocence to dream, and the wisdom, courage, and sustenance to take up the journey.19

NOTES

1. John Paul Lederach, The Journey Toward Reconciliation, (Scottsdale, PA: Herald Press, 1999), 62.

2. Lederach, Journey, 64.

3. John Paul Lederach, Building Peace: Sustainable Reconciliation in Divided Societies (Washington, DC: United States Institute of Peace, 1997), 29.

4. Lederach, Journey, 64.

5. Lederach, Journey, 71.

6. Christopher Moore and Peter J. Woodrow, “Collaborative Problem Solving within Organizations,” in The Consensus Building
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