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            Foreword

          

        

      

    

    
      This series is a tribute to all historical romance readers and researchers who, like me, love delving into history and discovering as much as possible about past eras.

      Historical images and texts are labeled with as much information and copyright status as possible  and credit given to sources such as museums, libraries, and universities.

      The way I have discussed historical facts and displayed the images and information is entirely my own work and wording and copyrighted by Suzi Love. All rights to the arguments, discussions, and layouts used in this book are therefore reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form other than brief quotations embodied in critical articles or reviews and full credit must be given to the author.

      For more information, please contact the author at suzi@suziLove.com
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            Regency Era

          

        

      

    

    
      Strictly speaking, the REGENCY ERA refers to the years between 1811 and 1820 when George IV acted as Prince Regent when his father was unable to remain in power due to his illness, or rather his madness.

      For convenience, the term REGENCY YEARS is used to describe the longer period from the last two years of the Georgian Era (1809-1810), plus the ten years under the Prince Regent (1811-1820), and up until 1837 when Queen Victoria came to the throne.

      
        
          [image: 1811-1820 ca. Regency Era Overview.]
        

        1811-1820 ca. Regency Era Overview.
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        1818  Princess Charlotte Augusta of Wales, daughter of the Prince Regent and Princess Caroline.  By Charlotte Jones

      

      Princess Charlotte of Wales (7th January 1796 – 6th November 1817) was the only child of George, Prince Regent, and Caroline of Brunswick. Had she outlived her father and her grandfather, King George III, she would have become Queen of the United Kingdom, but she died following childbirth at the age of 21.

      Princess Charlotte was admired by everyone, especially the young women in Britain, and her death after giving birth to a still born baby devastated her husband and the people of Great Britain. Other European countries mourned with them, the loss of the Prince Regent’s only child affecting royal houses across Europe. Shops were draped in black and fashions after that reflected the sense of grief gripping Britain, with mourning and half mourning worn for the next two years. Black indicated full mourning and grey and mauve were favored for half mourning.

      
        
          [image: 1818 December. Morning and Evening Dresses, possibly for mourning as Princess Charlotte died in 1817. Published by Dean and Munday.]
        

        1818 December. Morning and Evening Dresses, possibly for mourning as Princess Charlotte died in 1817. Published by Dean and Munday.

      

      In Regency times, the length of time you wore mourning dress depended on the relationship to the deceased and the family situation but a husband, wife or parent might wear mourning and avoid high society events for one to two years. For sisters, brothers, or in-laws it might be up to six months and for other family members anywhere from three to six months. Existing clothing was often dyed black when women went into mourning as this was a quick and economic way of changing a lady’s wardrobe. Hats and bonnets were changed to use black crepe and outer wear was lined with black, though women in mourning usually stayed close to home. For fashions after Princess Charlotte’s death or for an extended period of mourning, fashion magazines gave suggested styles, fabrics and colors.
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        1817 December. Black Walking Dress, English. Black dress, suitable for mourning, and a matching high hat. Fashion Plate from Rudolph Ackermann's 'Repository of Arts'.

      

      
        
          [image: 1818  Mourning Dress, English.  Fashion Plate via John Belle's 'La Belle Assemblee', London. (PD-180)]
        

        1818  Mourning Dress, English.  Fashion Plate via John Belle's 'La Belle Assemblee', London. (PD-180)

      

      After a period of wearing black, or Full Mourning, a lady might shift into Half-Mourning which was black relieved with white, or perhaps a gradual slide into the softer colors of grey, purple, lilac, lavender and with fabrics with more sheen and accessorized with subtle jewelry. Rudolph  Ackermann's The Repository Of Arts showed mourning fashion plates after Charlotte’s death. More appeared in January 1818 and again in Dec 1818 due to the death of Queen Charlotte, the wife of King George III and the grandmother of Princess Charlotte.
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            Daily Life

          

        

      

    

    
      Young ladies spent a considerable part of their day dressing and undressing and could change her outfit four to five times in a day. She would rise and be dressed with the help of her maid into a simple outfit and then go downstairs to breakfast with her family. If she was an early riser, she might have gone to the park for an early morning canter before the streets of London became too busy and this would have meant donning her riding habit.

      After breakfast, she might be going shopping and would need a walking dress, gloves, bonnet, and perhaps a shawl if the weather was inclement. If she was lunching with friends, the young lady would change out of her walking dress and its muddy hem and put on a suitable day outfit which would include a day gown slightly fancier than her shopping dress.

      Or perhaps she would visit a Circulating Library and choose a new book to read in her scant leisure time.

      
        
          [image: 1800-1811 ca. The Lending Library.            By Isaac Cruikshank, 1756–1810, British. via Yale Center for British Art, Paul Mellon Collection.]
        

        1800-1811 ca. The Lending Library. 
        By Isaac Cruikshank, 1756–1810, British. via Yale Center for British Art, Paul Mellon Collection.

      

      Often the young lady would accompany her mother or her friends to the shops, particularly the most elegant ones on Bond Street, and perhaps later to the shops on Regent Street when some of the Prince Regent’s extravagant expansions had been completed, though many of the Prince’s planned beautifications never were fully completed.

      Morning calls, which were made in the afternoon, called for an elegant yet conservative gown and this might again be discarded if the young lady was being taken up for a ride in the park in the curricle or phaeton of an admirer and needed to be looking her absolute best. After all, driving in Hyde Park at five o’clock in the afternoon was all about seeing and being seen by the Beau Monde.

      The young lady would then rush home to prepare for her evening, which included dining with friends and attending a musical evening or a soiree of some other sort, or a ball. Therefore, she needed an evening gown with her hair done up in an intricate style, sometimes with pearls or other jewels threaded through it and a matching headdress such as a turban or an elegant creation with feathers.

      As you can imagine, all this rushing to dress and undress would cause havoc in the household, even in one that was particularly well run and the servants well trained.

      As many young ladies married at an early age, there were numerous books of instruction written to help ladies run their households efficiently and prevent a young lady from making social mistakes. The list of rules for acceptable etiquette was long, very long, and took a great deal of time and energy.

      Rules on making and returning social calls were endless.

      ‘At an early period of the day, morning visits should be paid and returned; and the newly-married woman should be careful not to neglect paying these as soon as they are due. Towards a new acquaintance it is considered almost a slight to defer returning her visit beyond the usual time, unless family occurrences absolutely cause the delay.

      After the duties of the morning are over, there still remains a considerable portion of time to be filled up before dinner. I do not think that any employment requiring steady attention, or freedom from interruption, could be entered upon with great advantage during this period of the day, which is generally open for the reception of occasional visitors.’

      1825 Domestic Duties Instructions To Young Married Ladies
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            Entertainments

          

        

      

    

    
      There was a large range of entertainments in all cities to keep the whole family occupied, especially if Parliament was win session in London and all the aristocratic English families were in Town for the Season.
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      ‘The various exhibitions with which the town is full at some seasons of the year, may in general be viewed more conveniently during the afternoon of the day, than at an earlier period. It is the most fashionable time, also, for seeing sights, which, with the young and the gay, is an additional reason why it is the best time to devote to that purpose.’

      1825 Domestic Duties Instructions To Young Married Ladies
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        1804  September  Exhibition of Water Coloured Drawings, 
        Old Bond Street, London, U.K.
        1808 September   Designed and etched by Thomas Rowlandson.

      

      Many evenings were spent visiting the theatre or opera.

      
        
          [image: 1813 The Theatre. From Poetical Sketches of Scarborough By Thomas Rowlandson. Aquatint was added by John Bluck and Joseph Stadler. The sketches were made as souvenirs not intended for publication.]
        

      

      1813 The Theatre. From Poetical Sketches of Scarborough By Thomas Rowlandson. Aquatint was added by John Bluck and Joseph Stadler. The sketches were made as souvenirs not intended for publication.

      Even in the country there were dinner parties, picnics and assemblies where local families would meet, eat, drink, dance and play cards.
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      A Lavish Dinner.via 1860  Mr Sponge's Sporting Tour by Robert Smith Surtees. via Google Books (PD-100)

      Dancing was a favorite pastime

      
        
          [image: 1800s Early “ An analysis of Country Dancing- wherein are displayed all the figures ever used in country dances, etc. Author- "Wilson, Thomas (Thomas Wilson)" Provenance- London, 1811 Caption- 'The five positions of dancing'_British Library_imagesonline.]
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          [image: Dancing the night away.  Via Le Bon Genre: Satirical Etchings, 1802-1812 Paris.  The Waltz Series.            Plate 1: two couples dancing the waltz, dressed            in costumes of the Incroyables and Merveilleuses.]
        

      

      
      
      
      
        
          [image: 19th Century Dance Cards.  Popular in the 18th and 19th century, dance cards were used by women to record the names of their dance partners. It appears these cards were also used for a question-and-answer game requiring_Des Arts Studios]
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Attending an Extravagant Ball.
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Preparing For The Ball Series.
Plate 8: Masked woman dancing at the ball
is greeted by a man disguised as a Turk.
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Dancing Series
Plate 12: Four women being instructed in dancing
before a mirror by a master playing a violin.






OEBPS/images/image-1802-1812_dancing_les-contrastes-series-le-bon-genre-description-plate-24-two-ill-matched-couples-a-young-woman-with-an-old-man-and-vice-vers.jpg
The Contrasts Series.
Plate 24: Two ill-matched couples, a young
woman with an old man, and vice versa.
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Preparing For The Ball Series.
Plate 23: Two absurdly dressed
couples on their way to a ball.
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