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            "They have healed the wound of my people lightly, saying, 'Peace, peace,' when there is no peace." — Jeremiah 6:14
 
"The stones cry out from the wall, and the beam from the woodwork responds." — Habakkuk 2:11
 
"The Messiah will not come until the world is either entirely righteous or entirely wicked." — Talmud, Sanhedrin 98a
 
"When the lie is sanctified, truth becomes heresy." -- The Levantine

      

    

Zionist Extremism as Cultic Praxis: A Brief Archaeotheological Critique

Abstract

This essay proposes that Zionist extremism, particularly as manifested in the ongoing genocide in Gaza, functions not merely as a nationalist ideology but as a cultic system. Drawing from archaeological continuity, biblical law, and symbolic behaviour, it argues that the massacre of Palestinians constitutes a mass human sacrifice — a ritualised act of purification and appropriation — outlawed by the Torah and framed through distorted religious symbolism.

1. Cultic Structure and Symbolic Language

Zionist militarism increasingly mirrors the structure of a cult: emotional fervour, ritualised violence, and symbolic naming. Operations are often titled with biblical references — Joshua, Jericho, Amalek — invoking conquest narratives that sanctify slaughter. The shofar, a ritual horn used in ancient Judean rites, is echoed in imagery and rhetoric, signalling divine sanction and emotional mobilisation. This is not strategic language — it is cultic theatre, designed to evoke awe, obedience, and moral suspension.

2. Massacre as Ritual Sacrifice

The genocide in Gaza aligns disturbingly with the logic of mass human sacrifice. The Torah explicitly forbids such acts (Leviticus 18:21; Deuteronomy 12:31), yet the killing of civilians — including children — is framed as a necessary cleansing of the land. Celebrations, feasting, and dancing during and after bombings reinforce the ritualistic nature of the violence. This is not spontaneous warfare; it is sacrifice enacted to appease a cultic ideal.

3. Erasure of the True Judaeans

Palestinians are not recent arrivals — they are descendants of the ancient Judaeans and Bronze Age Levantines, with archaeological and genetic continuity across millennia. The obsession with removing them is not merely political; it is emotional and cultic, aimed at erasing the living reminder of appropriation. Zionist extremism seeks to purify the land by eliminating those who expose its false origin story. The targeting of children and young foreigners — often non-Jews — for recruitment reflects a desire to indoctrinate the innocent, another hallmark of cultic behaviour.

5. Messianic Symbolism in Israeli Cultic Praxis

NETANYAHU’S MESSIANIC Rhetoric

	In September 2024, Netanyahu declared that “the era of the Messiah will come,” linking Israel’s military aggression to divine prophecy.

	He portrayed the Philadelphi Route (a strategic corridor in Gaza) as “the divine path” to salvation, framing military conquest as sacred fulfillment.

	He invoked Isaiah’s prophecy to justify devastation against perceived enemies, casting Israelis as “children of light” and Palestinians as “children of darkness”.


“The Messiah’s Donkey” Metaphor

	In Jewish tradition, the Messiah arrives “riding on a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9), symbolising humility and divine mission.

	Netanyahu has been described as “the Messiah’s donkey” — a political figure used by religious Zionists to advance messianic goals, even if he himself is pragmatic or secular.

	This metaphor allows far-right factions to project messianic significance onto his leadership, while preparing for literal messianic arrival through rituals like breeding red heifers and temple reconstruction.


Empowering Messianic Forces

	Netanyahu’s coalition includes figures like Itamar Ben-Gvir and Bezalel Smotrich, who openly support messianic theology and redemptive warfare.

	These factions believe that global war is necessary for the Messiah to descend, and they actively encourage escalation in Gaza, Lebanon, and Iran.

	The government’s actions are increasingly framed not as political strategy, but as divine choreography.


This messianic framing is not just religious — it’s cultic theatre. It sanctifies violence, suppresses dissent, and casts Netanyahu as either the messiah or his chosen vessel. It mirrors other cultic systems where leaders are deified, and opposition is demonised.

5. Religious Law Violated

The Torah forbids:

	Building on blood-soaked land (Numbers 35:33)

	Human sacrifice

	Theft, coveting, false witness, and taking God’s name in vain


Yet Zionist rhetoric claims divine approval for actions that directly violate these laws. Most Israelis are secular, yet religious symbolism is weaponised to sanctify criminal behaviour. Claiming that “God authorised” the destruction of Gaza is not theology — it is blasphemy in service of a cult.

6. Greater Israel: A Misused Myth

The biblical promise of land to Abraham was for all his descendants, including Arabs and Edomites. Even if Palestinians were Arab (they are not — they are Judean), the land would still be theirs by covenant. The “Greater Israel” myth is a cultic distortion, ignoring that the Bible also commands respect for current laws and boundaries (Romans 13:1; Deuteronomy 17:8–13). The obsession with expansion — even bombing neighbouring countries and EU/UK territories — reflects delusional fervour, not rational policy.

7. Genetic Realities and Cultural Appropriation

Genetic studies show that most Israelis have 14–40% Levantine DNA, but this does not confer exclusive heritage. Westerners and neighbouring populations also carry Levantine markers due to ancient trade and migration. The claim to exclusive descent is scientifically meaningless and culturally appropriative. The headwrap worn by some Israeli soldiers resembles the ancient Judaean style — a symbolic theft that reinforces the cult’s need to erase and replace.

8. Blood Cults, Historical Posturing, and the Zionist Distortion

Defining the Cult and the Blood Cult

Let us begin with definitions. A cult, in sociological terms, is a group or system that exhibits:

	Absolute devotion to a leader or ideology

	Ritualised behaviour detached from reason

	Suppression of dissent

	Symbolic appropriation to sanctify violence


A blood cult goes further: it ritualises death itself — often through sacrifice, purification, or conquest — as a sacred act. It may involve:

	Voluntary sacrifice (e.g. suicide bombers, kamikaze pilots)

	Involuntary sacrifice (e.g. civilians killed to sanctify land or ideology)

	Mythic framing of violence as divine or redemptive


Zionist extremism, particularly in its military doctrine, exhibits all these traits — but with a unique twist: it targets its own civilians under certain conditions, such as the Hannibal Directive.

The Hannibal Directive and Cultic Logic

The Hannibal Directive authorises Israeli forces to kill their own captured civilians to prevent hostage situations. This is not voluntary sacrifice — many victims are unaware of the policy, scream for help, and are not glorified. It contrasts sharply with Roman practices like the devotio, where a commander would ride into battle to die for Rome — voluntarily, ritually, and with posthumous honour.

Naming the directive after Hannibal is a distortion. Hannibal Barca, the Carthaginian general, did not kill his own civilians. This is cultural appropriation, not homage — and no ancient culture, including Judea, Rome, Carthage, or Greece, practised state-sanctioned killing of their own people to win battles.

Ancient Posturing vs Modern Genocide

Zionist rhetoric often invokes ancient conquest — slashing every person after battle, as attributed to Joshua. But this is part of ancient posturing, not historical reality. Consider:

	Greek oral tradition claims the Trojans were massacred, including King Priam. Yet Hittite records (e.g. referencing Piyama-Radu and Alaksandu) show Troy as a vassal state that survived, with royal continuity and military support against Achaean piracy.

	Egyptian and Hittite records under Ramses II both claim victory at Kadesh. Archaeology shows a stalemate, with boundaries reestablished and both empires continuing.

	Rome claimed to salt Carthage’s land after its destruction. Yet Carthage became a prosperous Roman province, with fertile land and thriving population.

	Rome claimed to wipe out the Etruscans, yet Etruscans continued as a Roman province. Many Roman statesmen — including Marcus Licinius Crassus and Lucius Aelius Sejanus — were of Etruscan descent.


These examples show that ancient cultures exaggerated conquest, but did not pursue genocide. Zionist extremism departs from this — it seeks total erasure, not strategic dominance.

Not Judaean, Not Ancient

The Zionist cult does not behave as ancient Judaeans did. It appropriates and distorts their imagery, symbols, and practices. In its effort to erase the true Judaean people — the Palestinians — it reveals its own inaccuracy and invention.

Comparative Cults: Ancient and Modern

	Ancient Levantine cults (e.g. Molech worship) involved child sacrifice — condemned in the Torah.

	Japanese Empire pre-WWII: Cultic devotion to the Emperor, kamikaze pilots as voluntary sacrifice.

	Modern groups: 	Aum Shinrikyo (Japan): A true modern blood cult, responsible for the Tokyo subway sarin attack.

	ISIS: Uses religious symbolism to sanctify mass killing and territorial conquest. ISIS-affiliated groups have been used by Israel for its Gaza genocide.




Zionist extremism aligns more closely with modern blood cults than with ancient Judaean law and tradition.

9. Cultic Psychology, Historical Parallels, and the Anatomy of Distortion

Cult Versus Cultural Revival: The Case of Nova Roma

It is important to distinguish between cultic systems and cultural revivals. Nova Roma, for instance, is not a cult. Its tenets explicitly prevent the use of manipulation, fear, or coercion. It does not recruit through distortion, nor does it exert force or claim divine sanction for violence. It borrows ancient Roman culture — including revived paganism — but does so respectfully, without appropriation, illegal activities, or territorial claims. This makes it a useful contrast: a group that honours ancient tradition without crossing into cultic behaviour.

Cultic Elements in Modern History: Nazi Germany

Adolf Hitler’s regime employed cult-like elements to generate psychological and social fervour. These included:

	Distorted symbols: The swastika, originally a symbol of peace and continuity in Indo-European cultures, was appropriated and weaponised.

	Obsession and indoctrination: Youth were trained from early age to associate national identity with racial purity and divine mission.

	Ritualised gatherings: Nuremberg rallies functioned as mass ceremonies, evoking awe and submission.

	Deprogramming necessity: After the war, many followers required psychological intervention — the ideology had overridden free agency, making them easily deployed for murder, extortion, theft, and appropriation.


This mirrors the Zionist cultic structure, where symbols are distorted from their original cultural purpose, and followers are emotionally and ideologically conditioned to act without moral autonomy.

Ancient Cultic Infiltration and Political Subversion

Historical examples abound of cults that posed as religious movements but had deeper motives of political weakening, infiltration, and confusion.

Cult of Bacchus (Roman Republic)

	Originating from Greek Dionysian rites, the Bacchic cult infiltrated Roman society.

	Conducted abductions, secret rituals, and distortions, allegedly aiming to destabilise the Republic from within.

	Roman authorities viewed it as a threat to civic order, not merely a religious anomaly.


Cult of Isis (Early Roman Empire)

	The Isis cult, imported from Egypt, used illusion, mysticism, and emotional manipulation to extort gifts and funds from wealthy Roman patrons.

	Similar behaviour was observed among extremist Jewish rabbinic factions at the time — though this was a transient phenomenon, not representative of all adherents.


These cults operated under the guise of spirituality but pursued political and economic control, often through confusion and infiltration.

Cultic Traits and Psychological Control

Across ancient and modern examples, cults share key traits:

	Obsession and emotional fervour

	Deep indoctrination, making followers resistant to reason

	Distorted symbols, borrowed from older cultures but repurposed for control

	Recruitment of the innocent, especially youth and foreigners

	Deployment for criminal activity, including murder, extortion, and appropriation


Followers often require deprogramming, as the ideology overrides personal agency and moral discernment.

10. The Psychology of Cultic Attraction and Control

Cultic systems do not arise in a vacuum. They emerge from the deepest recesses of human longing — the innate need to understand why we are here, what the world is, and what lies beyond it. This existential awareness, often accompanied by a sense of divine presence or sacred origin, makes individuals vulnerable to ideologies that claim to offer clarity, purpose, and connection to that divine source. When distorted ideologies present themselves as spiritual truth, they violate one of the Ten Commandments: taking God’s name in vain. By attributing their agendas to God, they exploit the sacred to justify the profane.

This vulnerability is not merely intellectual — it is emotional and social. People seek meaning in their own lives, and when that meaning is framed as divinely ordained, it becomes even more attractive














	“Judah is a lion’s whelp; from the prey, my son, thou art gone up...” (Genesis 49:9)

	“Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah...” (Revelation 5:5)





	Matthew 24:32

	Luke 21:29–31







	Genesis 15:18

	Exodus 3:8





	Deuteronomy 7:6

	Isaiah 41:8–9





	Isaiah 66:15–16

	Jeremiah 25:31–33
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