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LEARN HOW IT ALL BEGAN ... before Rae Kerrigan. 
The sins of the father are the sins of the son. 
What did Rae’s father do that put fear in people’s eyes at the name Kerrigan? 
It only takes a second for your entire life to change. 
Simon Kerrigan thought he had it all figured out. He has friends, a gorgeous girlfriend he’s in love with, and even a secret society to topple what he thought was a tyrannical regime. However, in the wake of a giant storm, Simon realizes his entire world has fallen down around him. 
With one friend on death’s door, and another hiding out in a secret flat in London, Simon finds himself torn between two worlds. Before he has a chance to figure out where he stands, the Privy Council beckons him. 
A girlfriend with a secret, an inner darkness building inside him, mistrust all around—Simon can no longer hide in the shadows. 
Can he find it in himself to join up with the enemy? Can he do what it takes to keep Beth safe? 

Who is the real enemy now? 
And more importantly... what do they want with Simon Kerrigan?
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SIMON KERRIGAN SAT in a hard-backed metal chair, staring silently out the window. It was the same chair he’d been sitting in for the last ten days, tilted at precisely the same angle so that he could watch the other Guilder students as they wandered by the infirmary on their way to class. Same book bags. Same mindless chatter. Same troubled expressions as they hurried past the small crater on the southern lawn where the astronomy tower had once stood.

No one seemed to want to look at the crater. Their eyes glanced right past it as if it wasn’t even there. Strange. Most days, the crater was the only thing that even registered with Simon.

Yup—in the last ten days, most everything had stayed the same. Repetition seemed to be the name of the game in the medical wing. There was very little change to report, encouraging or otherwise. It was a fact that disturbed Simon greatly.

He turned back to the hospital cot with a soft sigh, eyes adjusting from the early summer sun to the clinical florescence. He would have given his right leg if it meant seeing a change in just one thing.

Without thinking about it, he reached out automatically and wrapped his fingers around the stone-cold hand.

Tristan’s.

He lay unmoving. So still. The first time Simon had seen him he thought Tristan was dead already. No way could a living person be so still. Not to mention the fact that most every inch of his body had been broken and ripped open from the impact with the ground.

A medical coma. That’s what the doctors called it. No small wonder that Tristan’s mind wouldn’t wake up after he had been struck by lightning and fallen eleven stories. The fact that he was even alive was a miracle.

That’s the word they always used. Miracle.

It made Simon want to punch a hole in the wall. 

Fortunately, around a week ago Jason had finally announced that the next person who referred to Tristan’s condition as a ‘miracle’ would be getting a late-night visit from him. The thinly-veiled threat was enough to render even the most optimistic doctors mute.

At first, no one could understand it. Dr. Stein had the supernatural ability to fix any problem. To cure any malady known to man. How was it that, after fixing every broken bone, mending every tear, and stopping every internal hemorrhage, he couldn’t accomplish the simple task of making Tristan open his eyes?

But the mind was a delicate thing, the doctor had said. If pushed too far, it could break in ways that even the magic of ink couldn’t fix. Tristan would come out of it in his own time, under his own power. 

Or he wouldn’t. 

Only time would tell. By all statistical accounts, he should already have been dead about a hundred times over. He had earned the right to sleep.

“Afternoon, Simon.”

Simon’s eyes flickered up with robotic dullness, coming to rest on a young man who was in the process of refilling the bags of liquid leaking into Tristan’s arms. Peter. Simon remembered that’s what his name was. Peter-the-orderly. Coming in just after one o’clock.

That meant that it had to be Thursday.

It was remarkable—the way that time both flew and crawled with excruciating slowness. Another Tuesday ‘study group’ missed at Jake’s Grill. Simon wondered vaguely if Jacob had continued running the meetings in his absence.

Peter whistled softly to himself as he hung up the new bags. As usual, he stepped carefully around the flood of balloons, flowers, and cards from well-wishers. That was another thing that remained the same: The constant flood of useless hope from the outside world.

“Any change today?”

Simon didn’t answer. He was no longer expected to. The first few days he had devoured the question—examining it from every angle as he scrupulously studied his friend, searching for even the slightest indication of improvement. After Dr. Stein had healed all the physical damage, Tristan was resting in such a way that it almost looked as though he had simply fallen asleep.

Wake up. Simon had thought it so many times. Wake up.

He’d stare down at Tristan’s eyelids as if, at any second, they would spring open—revealing the pair of twinkling blue eyes underneath. His friend would smile with his usual mischief, pleased with himself for keeping them waiting so long. Laughing at his own private joke.

Except, technically, they weren’t friends anymore. 

It didn’t stop Simon from sitting beside Tristan, waiting for him to wake up.

Any second those eyes would open, and everything would go back to normal. To the way it was supposed to be. The way it was before Simon drove Tristan up onto that tower...

He closed his own eyes with a look of physical pain, and forced himself to turn away.

Yes—it had been he who drove Tristan up to the tower. Ever since his freshman year, the top of the astronomy tower had been the place Tristan went to think. A hidden sanctuary, too high and difficult for the rest of the world to intrude. A solitary place where he could be by himself with his thoughts. He had confided this to Simon in their second week of sparring, in answer to where he had disappeared one night after dinner.

A week later when he vanished a second time, Simon hadn’t been surprised. Tristan had received a letter from his father that day. A rare occurrence, and one that was as equally wracked with turmoil as the rest of their relationship. His parents were considering a move to France, and would Tristan care to stay in the Escher house when he returned home for the holidays? It did not include an invitation for him to come with them. Just a not-so-subtle warning not to cross the Chunnel.

Not a single mention of how they were doing. Not a single inquiry as to the wellbeing of their son. Not a single shred of warmth to indicate they were anything more than curt strangers.

When Tristan had disappeared that day, Simon understood. The night they had their biggest disagreement, he hadn’t returned to the dorms. Simon hadn’t been concerned because he had other things to focus on. Like a piece of human flesh on his door. That was the night they fought. The night of the storm.

He stopped right there and allowed himself to go no further. It was not physically possible for him to punish himself any more than he already had. It was not physically possible for him to be any more crippled by the suffocating feeling of helpless guilt.

It was his fault Tristan was lying here. There wasn’t a doubt in his mind.

It was his fault his best friend couldn’t open his eyes.

Wake up.

“No change,” he said, surprising both himself and the orderly.

Peter simply looked up in shock, and offered him a slight smile before nodding and disappearing back into the supply room.

Simon stifled another sigh and tilted his head up to the ceiling.

They were worried about him. He knew this. Everyone was worried. From the infirmary staff, to the teaching staff, to his friends at school. Right down to Tristan’s own mother who had visited once, his second week. His father had not made an appearance.

On the fifth day that Simon had refused to leave the bedside, Dr. Stein had offered him a mild sedative. Something to help him sleep, if he insisted upon staying. On the seventh day, Dean Robbins had been called in for reinforcements—trying to coax him back to the dorms.

“Get some rest, Simon,” he’d said. “There’s nothing you can do here, and Tristan isn’t going anywhere.”

It had been the wrong thing to say. While Simon might be as hopeless as possible, he absolutely forbade that attitude in others. He’d thrown a full-blown tantrum. Yelling, kicking things over, and screaming at the dean to get the hell out of the room.

What did he care if he got expelled? He was at rock-bottom already.

Even Jason had been summoned to try to get Simon to leave, but it was a request which his Botcher staunchly refused. He came, alright. In fact, there had been many nights when Simon would open his eyes to see his trainer standing there in the darkness by Tristan’s bed, silently watching.

But he never tried to influence Simon. Never once demanded or even suggested that he should go. As far as Jason was concerned, Simon could stay as long as he pleased. Once or twice, he’d even viciously intervened when the staff tried to have him forcibly removed.

And so Simon remained. Sitting in his chair. Paralyzed by the ‘same.’ Each day blending into the next. Staring at a young man who would never open his eyes.

Of course, not everything had remained the same. Outside the gated Guilder bubble, the world had continued turning at remarkable speed, sweeping everyone along with it.

Simon had returned to his dorm only once, right after the accident. He’d done so under great protest, and only to pack a bag of clothes. It was only then that he saw he wasn’t the only one packing. In a room across the hall, Argyle was filling a bag for himself.

It should have been a heartbreaking moment, but it was lost in the middle of a nightmare so real that Simon didn’t even register it until Argyle was long gone. Sitting in the hospital, he’d had many days to replay the images in his mind. The way Beth and Argyle, brother and sister, had a tearful farewell. Not unlike the one that Jacob had shared with Ethan just a few months earlier. The way she’d shown him her tatù, and he’d forced a watery smile—vowing to help her in whatever way he could. The way his face had clouded slightly when he saw Simon watching.

It was only later, pacing the infirmary at four in the morning, that Simon realized the reason for the subtle change. A relationship between himself and Beth was no longer something that was even remotely allowed. From the second that beautiful inked sun had appeared on her lower back, their love had turned from something celebrated to something forbidden, all overnight.

Their friends would not support it. Their family would not support it. Her brother would not support it, either.

He and Argyle had locked eyes from across the hall, and the silent message was clear: Simon would be the one to stop. Simon would be the one to leave. Simon would not lead Beth down a road that could only end in misery and tears.

Unable to see anything past the ruins of the astronomy tower, he’d simply stared, numbly, and watched as Argyle loaded his things into a cab. Beth climbed in after him, after softly kissing Simon on the cheek and whispering a hushed goodbye.

She would be back soon, she’d promised. They would sort this all out.

But Simon knew she wouldn’t.

The world of tatùs was brand new to her. The fact that magic really did exist in the world was already blowing her mind. She could not also be told that it was this very magic that would tear her apart from the boy she loved. Not on the same day. Not by Simon. Argyle would tell her himself, once they were safely back in Scotland.

Another painful sigh welled up in his chest and Simon lowered his face into his hands, releasing Tristan in a rare moment of freedom. How the hell could Beth have possibly been inked? How the hell could their entire world have been turned upside-down so suddenly? And with such a unique design.

Simon took another deep breath as he pictured the fiery sun, going over each and every detail with almost covetous attention in his mind. Slowly, the room steadied. The colors brightened, the lines and edges returned to where they belonged. When he looked back up to reach out once more, he noticed for the first time that the wires that crisscrossed his friend’s hand were tangled.

“Hey,” he raised his voice, calling down the hall for Peter, “are these things supposed to look like this?” When he got no response, his temper—which was on a short fuse those days—got the better of him. “HEY! Somebody get over here and take a look at this!” He pushed to his feet, glaring down the deserted hall. “Is it too much to ask that you do your freaking jobs?!”

After a few moments, a door opened at the far side of the building.

“Finally.”

Simon sank back down into his chair, only to stand immediately up again when he saw who had come into the room. Needless to say, it wasn’t Peter-the-orderly.

“Good afternoon, Simon,” Masters said calmly. “Still terrorizing the medical staff, I see.”

He took a seat on Tristan’s other side—graciously ignoring the guilty blush that rose up in Simon’s cheeks as he tentatively sat back down himself.

“I see he’s still doing exactly as he was before.”

The headmaster’s voice was neither encouraged nor disappointed. Merely steady. And a little sad as he gazed down at his fallen student.

Simon nodded numbly, reaching out once more to take Tristan’s hand.

Despite his relative inability to feel anything outside the walls of his own depression, he had to admit that he was strangely grateful to Masters. Although the headmaster was rarely on the school campus itself, there hadn’t been two days that had gone by when he hadn’t stopped in to check on Tristan personally. He didn’t feel the need to gush, cry, or over-comfort like some people. He seemed content to simply sit and wait. He didn’t insist that Simon leave, either. Nor did he once mention the fact Simon had missed almost two weeks of school in the month before finals.

Simon sat with him for a while, in a silence that was not at all uncomfortable. In fact, despite the fact that Royce Masters was the most frightfully intimidating person he knew, he found himself oddly comforted by his presence.

After a few minutes, Masters leaned forward with a slight frown. “You know,” his fingers fiddled with the IVs sticking out of Tristan’s arms, “I think these are crooked.”

Like he’d received a shock, Simon bolted to his feet. That same anger swam fresh through his veins and he’d just opened his mouth to scream again at the missing orderly, when Masters rounded the cot and appeared suddenly at his side—placing a heavy hand on his shoulder.

“I’ll take care of it,” he said in his deep, reassuring voice. “In the meantime, Simon, I was wondering if you could do me a favor.”

For a moment, Simon just blinked. His brain had been so hardwired into the mind-numbing wait that any deviation from that routine knocked him right off balance. As if sensing his distress, Masters waited patiently, offering Simon a faint smile when he finally nodded his head.

“Okay,” he said slowly, almost warily, “what do you want?” If Masters requested that he head back to the dorms or go to class, Simon was prepared to forget their camaraderie in a second and put him on the same hit-list at the medical staff.

But Masters asked for neither of those things. In fact, his favor caught Simon quite off guard.

“I’d like you to go spend some time with Jason in the Oratory.” He fixed Simon with his signature piercing stare, although there was a distinct gentleness around the edges. “He hasn’t been doing well since the accident. He’s cancelled well over half of his training appointments. I was hoping you might have a brief session with him. Help take his mind off things.”

Again Simon just stood there, his sluggish brain struggling to catch up. He hadn’t had a full conversation with anyone in well over a week, let alone a full night’s sleep, and he found that he was having trouble keeping pace. In the end he finally just repeated the request, a look of vague confusion clouding his face. “A training session?”

Masters nodded briskly. “When you’re finished, please report back to me here and tell me how everything went. If you think it’s necessary, I’ll stop in and see Mr. Archer myself.”

Simon was confused. The last time he’d seen Jason there didn’t seem to be anything especially wrong. Yes, he’d screamed at Dr. Stanton to bring Tristan a better blanket, and when the poor doctor didn’t move fast enough he’d thrown a scalpel into the wall. But that was pretty much par for the course with Jason.

Then again, if Masters said he was really unwell...

Simon offered the headmaster a shaky nod, preparing to do as he’d asked. But then his eyes returned to the hospital cot and his feet refused to move towards the door.

“I’ll wait with Tristan while you’re gone.”

Before Simon could make sense of what was happening, Masters took a seat and picked up Tristan’s hand—holding it exactly the same way that Simon had done just moments before. At the same time, an orderly came in to straighten out the lines.

Hesitating, Simon backed slowly away, uncertain as to his course. Uncertain as to whether he could really leave the room. Uncertain as to what might be waiting for him on the other side. His eyes flickered once more to the bed, ready to shut down and change his mind, when he saw Masters regarding him calmly.

It was this steadiness that finally propelled him out the door. Back into the land of the living.

*  *  *
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“HEY, SIMON!”

The bright sunlight stung Simon’s eyes, and he ventured outside like one emerging from a cave. His hand came up to shield his face, but by the time he was able to focus the boy who had greeted him in passing was already long gone.

Geez—it’s loud out here! Has it always been so loud?

Well aware that Masters was most likely watching from the windows, he avoided the crowds and headed straight for the Oratory. He would see what was wrong with Jason, have a quick training session, and report back as soon as possible. Every second away was a second he should be there. Watching. Waiting. Praying for a change.

A change that would most likely never come.

A blast of chilled air hit him in the face the second he opened the door to the Oratory. With summer only a month away, the state-of-the-art air conditioner was running around the clock, filling the high-ceilinged, domed room with a welcome breeze of cold air.

Simon made his way quickly across the deserted room, heading for Jason’s office down the hall. It was a familiar journey; one he’d made a million times before. But being back in the
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