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            Harmonia’s Kiss

          

          Dragonfire #5

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Enchanted for thousands of years, the shapeshifters known as the Dragon’s Tooth Warriors have awakened to find the world a vastly different place. Their leader, concerned for their morale, dares to take them on a mission to confront the fullness of everything they’ve lost.

      

        

      
        Little does Drake realize that this dangerous mission will give him a renewed purpose. And if they succeed, these Pyr will have to question everything they thought they knew about the past—and confront a quest for the future.
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            Dear Reader

          

        

      

    

    
      Harmonia’s Kiss is a short story that grew from a pair of scenes edited out of the Dragonfire novel Whisper Kiss. It should be read after Winter Kiss and before Whisper Kiss.

      This is the tale of Dragon’s Tooth Warriors in their search for their lost past, and also the story in which Drake meets Veronica. I really liked the insight these scenes offered into Drake’s character in particular and was glad to develop those scenes into a longer story when they were cut from Winter Kiss. The story of the Dragon’s Tooth Warriors continues in the three Dragon Legion Novellas, Kiss of Danger, Kiss of Darkness, and Kiss of Destiny. Drake and Veronica meet again and have their firestorm in Firestorm Forever. Currently, Harmonia’s Kiss is available in this digital edition, and is also included in the print (and digital) editions of the Dragonfire world guide, Here Be Dragons: The Dragonfire Companion.

      Of course, there are more dragons in my future and in yours. My next series of paranormal romances featuring the Pyr is  DragonFate Novels. I also have a paranormal romance series featuring heroines who are dragon shifter princesses from space—the Dragons of Incendium series is ongoing.

      If you’d like to learn about my new releases and sales, as well as have access to special content for subscribers, please join my paranormal romance newsletter, Dragons & Angels.

      Until next time, I hope you have plenty of books to read—and maybe a dragon shifter hero to keep you warm at night!

      All my best—

      Deborah

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Chapter One

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Summer Solstice

        June 2010

      

      

      It was time.

      Erik Sorensson, leader of the Pyr, waited at the standing stones of Callanish, as agreed. It was close to midnight, the sky filled with dark clouds and the wind chilly off the Atlantic.

      He waited alone. He leaned against the tallest stone, the one that might have been a finger pointing to the heavens, and listened.

      Erik had no doubt that the Dragon’s Tooth Warriors would keep to their commander’s agreement. They were ancient, these warriors, remnants of a time long before his own. Erik was old, but the Dragon’s Tooth Warriors were far, far older.

      So much older that they were almost incomprehensible to him. He wondered what they wanted of him.

      He expected it was permission.

      But for what? He needed every talon in this fight against the Slayers and was impatient to have the Dragon’s Tooth Warriors committed to his ranks. He knew they had endured a great trauma and wanted to give them time.

      The problem was that Erik didn’t have a lot of time.

      He hoped they requested something he could grant.

      Erik sensed the Dragon’s Tooth Warriors before he saw them. They had no scent, these ancient warriors. His awareness of their arrival was more a prickling at the edge of his thoughts, more a manifestation of his gift of foresight than the raw ability to smell his fellows.

      Erik scanned the eastern sky and saw their silhouettes appearing through the clouds. The moonlight touched their dark figures, painting them with silver as if they came from a dream.

      In a way, they did, having been awakened after centuries of spellbound sleep.

      As always, the Dragon’s Tooth Warriors were rigorously disciplined. It was as if a single mind drove their actions. Erik knew it was their military training, but still, he was impressed.

      He wanted them pledged to the cause of the Pyr.

      They approached in perfect formation, a single dark dragon at the fore of the company, then a pair immediately behind him. Two pair followed those two, leading several rows of their ranks. They numbered less than twenty, of all the hundred who had once been, but were still a fearsome force. Erik knew they were powerful fighting machines, partly because of their discipline, partly because of their devotion to the whole of the company.

      That in itself spoke of a different era, when the individual was of less import than the survival of the collective.

      Even the beat of their wings was synchronized. They were virtually indistinguishable from each other. That didn’t change with proximity. Whenever he stood amongst them, Erik was struck that they were all dark, as dark as obsidian, and only different in subtle ways. Even in human form, they were markedly similar in appearance.

      Their commander had taken the name of Drake, although Erik had no doubt it was not the name he had once been called. Erik knew that whatever Drake promised him was a vow from the entire company. His word was his bond, and whatsoever he commanded would be done. That said, Erik found Drake particularly hard to read, and he watched the commander’s approach with some trepidation.

      Not for the first time, he wondered what Drake wanted of him.

      This time, though, Erik wondered whether he could deliver it.
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      Drake did not imagine that this would be an easy victory. He knew only that he had no choice but to lead his men in a confrontation of their past.

      And to do so, it was imperative that he ask the permission of the leader of the Pyr. The risks were not small, especially given the mood of his men, and further, Erik Sorensson was the closest thing to an oracle in these times.

      Drake wanted not just permission but an augury of success. His own powers of foresight were minimal, but he felt dread at what might await his men if they returned home. At the same time, he sensed they had to go.

      He needed advice.

      He landed before Erik with precision. As soon as his feet touched the ground, he folded his wings neatly behind his back and inclined his head in deference. He held the pose while the rest of the company landed silently behind him, keeping their formation.

      Only when they had all landed and all bowed their heads did Drake speak. “We thank you for your time, Leader of the Pyr.” Drake’s
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