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Who Was Enoch?

Enoch is a fascinating and somewhat mysterious figure in the Bible, mentioned in Genesis 5:24 (NIV), which says, “Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.” According to this short line, Enoch was a man who had a unique bond with God, so much so that God removed him from this world without requiring him to die. In the Bible, Enoch is presented as the great-grandfather of Noah and the father of Methuselah, living during a time of great wickedness before the flood. His story may seem brief in the Bible, but in the Book of Enoch, his life and spiritual journey are explored in great detail. He is portrayed not only as a righteous man but also as one who received profound revelations from God, including visions of the heavens and the future.

What Is the Book of Enoch?

The ancient Jewish literature ascribed to Enoch is called the Book of Enoch, or 1 Enoch. It is not included in most Christian or Jewish Bibles but was considered an important text in early Jewish and Christian communities. The book is a collection of various writings and prophecies that were likely written over a period of centuries, with the most prominent sections dating from the third century BCE to the first century CE. These writings contain stories of Enoch’s journeys to the heavens, his encounters with angels, and the divine secrets he learned. The text also discusses the rebellion of the Watchers—angels who descended to Earth and corrupted humanity by teaching forbidden knowledge. One of the most striking aspects of the Book of Enoch is its detailed prophecy of the coming judgment of the wicked and the reward of the righteous, which parallels some themes found in the Bible, especially in the Book of Revelation.

Why Was It Removed from the Bible?

The Book of Enoch was widely read and respected in the early Jewish and Christian traditions, especially in the centuries before the final formation of the biblical canon. However, it was eventually excluded from the Bible by most religious authorities. Several factors contributed to this decision. Some of the early Christian leaders doubted its authenticity or thought it contained ideas that were too radical or outside the accepted doctrine of the Church. Additionally, some of its apocalyptic and mystical content was seen as controversial. It was also excluded because it was not part of the Hebrew Scriptures, and only texts that were originally written in Hebrew or Aramaic were accepted by many early Jewish leaders. Despite this, the Book of Enoch continued to influence various religious movements and is still respected in some Christian and Ethiopian Orthodox traditions, where it is considered canonical.

How to Use This Book

This guide is designed to introduce you to the Book of Enoch in a simple and accessible way. If you are new to the text, this book will provide you with an overview of its most important sections and themes. We will explore the story of Enoch, the Watchers, and the prophecies about the future, and relate them to the Bible and modern life. The Book of Enoch can be difficult to understand on your own due to its ancient language and symbolic content, so this guide will explain the key concepts in a straightforward manner. Each chapter will break down the complex themes of the Book of Enoch, providing background information, scripture references, and reflections to help you understand the significance of Enoch’s message for today. We encourage you to reflect on the lessons Enoch’s story can teach us about righteousness, faith, and the nature of God’s judgment.
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Concept Art: A towering celestial figure, Gabriel stands in the midst of a dark, swirling storm. His wings are grand, feathered and outstretched, casting shadows in the turbulent atmosphere. His face is wise, with eyes that burn like fire, reflecting divine judgment. His robe flows gracefully, illuminated by the faintest celestial glow. He holds a sword with a sharp blade, poised to deliver justice.
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The Book of Enoch is believed to have been written over several centuries, with its final form being completed around the first century BCE to the first century CE. Scholars generally agree that the earliest parts of the book were written in Hebrew or Aramaic, although the most well-preserved copies we have today are in Ge'ez, an ancient Ethiopian language. The book was likely written in the region known as Judea, which is modern-day Israel, and it reflects the religious and cultural context of the time, particularly the Jewish apocalyptic tradition.

This period, often referred to as the Second Temple period, was a time of great spiritual and political upheaval for the Jewish people. During this time, Jewish communities were dealing with the influence of Hellenistic culture, the threat of foreign occupation, and the desire for a restored kingdom. It is against this backdrop that the Book of Enoch was written, offering both hope and warning about the future.
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Traditionally, the Book of Enoch is attributed to the biblical figure Enoch, the great-grandfather of Noah, mentioned in Genesis 5:24. However, scholars believe that the book was not written by a single individual, nor was it authored directly by Enoch himself. Rather, the book is a compilation of writings from different authors who were inspired by Enoch’s story and his role as a prophet and visionary. These writings were likely composed by various Jewish authors over several centuries, with different sections of the book reflecting the thoughts and concerns of different times.

While the authorship of the Book of Enoch is debated, the name "Enoch" was used to give the text authority and weight, as Enoch was regarded as a righteous figure who walked closely with God. The writers sought to preserve the spiritual insights and visions they attributed to him, making his name synonymous with divine wisdom and revelation.
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