
  
  Chapter 1


  The South Pacific


  US Naval Task Force (Task Force TARE)


  Course 360 Degrees (Course Due North)


  On Approach to the Solomon Islands (40 Miles SW of Guadalcanal)


  August 6, 1942


  2200 Hours


  They moved seamlessly through the ocean, cutting a course to the north, through the dark waters of the South Pacific. There were eighty of them altogether, a massive American naval armada that somehow had avoided destruction at Pearl Harbor. They steamed on a secret mission, with the fate of the war—and of the world—in the balance.


  Visibility remained poor across the sea. If they could have seen through the clouds above, for many of them, tonight would mark the last night they would view the heavens displayed in their glory above the Earth.


  These were the men of the 1st Marine Division. If the troop transport ships carrying them were lucky enough to avoid being torpedoed by a Japanese submarine lurking below the surface, tomorrow they would face the Japanese army’s fury.


  Of course, the Japs would also get their version of hell, US Marine Corps style. Only one thing remained certain: Some would never come home.


  On board the lead transport ship, the USS Neville, the Marines ordered to the tip of the American spear twisted in their racks. A few got some shut-eye. Many could not sleep. These Marines would be the first Americans to fire weapons against the Japanese in America’s island-hopping campaign to retake the South Pacific.


  Tomorrow would mark D-Day of “Operation Watchtower,” launching America’s invasion of the Solomon Islands.


  So far the Japanese had dominated the US Army on the ground. The army’s stunning defeat in the Philippines, driving General MacArthur’s retreat to Australia, marked one of America’s greatest military defeats.


  Since Pearl Harbor, Japan had conquered the Philippines, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, the Dutch East Indies, Wake Island, and New Britain. The Japanese were flushed with victory, as Allied losses mounted. The losses had to end, or America could lose the war.


  In the command spaces aboard the Neville, Brigadier General William Rupertus, 1st Marine Division assistant commander and the man leading the first wave into battle, replayed the battle plans in his mind. His naval task force, code-named “Squadron Yoke,” would steam north through the South Pacific, north of Australia, on a course just west of Guadalcanal.


  Sometime around 2230 hours local time, the ships of Squadron Yoke and its sister task force, “Squadron X-Ray,” would execute a course correction in the water to the northeast. From there they would steam past the east end of Guadalcanal, destined for a sunrise attack against three islands north of Guadalcanal: Tulagi, Gavutu, and Florida. Like angry hornets swarming a hive, Japanese infantry infested those islands with military airfields capable of sinking the invasion fleet.


  America had called on Rupertus and his Marines to reverse the ground war in the Pacific, break the Japs’ backs, and push them back to Tokyo. That began in the Solomon Islands, with the large airfield being built by the Japanese on Guadalcanal as their target. But before attacking Guadalcanal, they first had to attack and neutralize Tulagi and Gavutu.


  For these Marines, their war started at sunrise. America needed victory on the ground. It started with them. They all knew it.


  Rupertus, the second-highest-ranking Marine in the entire task force, served under the 1st Marine Division commander, Major General Alexander Vandegrift. Rupertus and Vandegrift had spent the spring in New River, North Carolina, assembling the newly formed 1st Marine Division and training them to fight.


  As they planned for the Pacific, Vandegrift tabbed Rupertus to command the Marines’ first offensive against Japan on Tulagi and Gavutu Islands before launching against Guadalcanal. Over 1,300 miles to the south, behind the ships’ churning propellers, across the dark waters of the Coral Sea, General Douglas MacArthur, holed up in his headquarters in Brisbane, awaited news from the naval/Marine task force.


  Above and beyond Vandegrift, Nimitz, and MacArthur, the entire senior American military command, including President Roosevelt, would be watching the Marines’ performance.


  The American strategy for conquering the Pacific would start with Tulagi, the former British colonial capital in the Solomon Islands, and then quickly pivot to Guadalcanal.
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  Solomons Island, Maryland, April 1942. Review of the 1st Marine Division’s amphibious training with Brigadier General DeValle, Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox, Marine Commandant Holcomb, and Brigadier General Rupertus. (USMC PHOTO)
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  General Rupertus with Secretary Knox. (USMC PHOTO)
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  Map from Once a Marine: The Memoirs of General A. A. Vandegrift by Robert Asprey.


  From there, after defeating the Japanese in the western Solomons, the 1st Marine Division would cross the ocean in navy ships, moving north and west, attacking island after island, tightening the noose around Japan’s neck and moving closer to the enemy before the final, bloody invasion of the Japanese homeland.


  But first America needed victory against the Japs somewhere on the ground.


  The Marine Corps chose Bill Rupertus, fifty-two years old, fit with blue eyes, a square jaw, and the wrinkles of a warrior, to spearhead the first attack. But why Rupertus? Why not someone else?


  Perhaps his broad experience? Perhaps his service in World War I and Haiti in the Banana Wars? Perhaps because he authored the famed “Rifleman’s Creed” right after Pearl Harbor, recited by every Marine in boot camp and memorized by all Marines going into battle?


  Perhaps because of his time with the China Marines in Peking from 1928 to 1931, when he lost his wife and two children to scarlet fever, and then Shanghai in 1937 and 1938, which gave him an up-close-and-personal look at the Japanese enemy.


  He never forgot his time in Shanghai, where, day after day, his Marines guarded their three-and-a-half-mile-long sector while watching the Chinese and Japanese battle before their eyes. They stood firm along the barriers but were ordered to hold fire.


  They witnessed death and destruction, were taunted by Japanese soldiers, and were under constant stray gunfire. Rupertus and his men saw brave volunteers from the Shanghai Municipal Force scurrying into the streets to remove the bodies and connect missing families during lulls in the bombing.


  No matter the reason for being selected, Rupertus and his men were ready.


  As war drums thumped in the distance, growing louder by the moment across the waters, and as the task force closed in on the Solomons, thoughts of family surfaced.

  
    The thing about going into battle, or even sailing through enemy waters where a single torpedo could take out an entire ship, is that you never know
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  Rupertus and officers of the 4th Marines, International Settlement, Shanghai, China, August 1937.
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  Rupertus and his wife, Sleepy, with Marine officers and wives, survey damage after the Japanese bombing of Shanghai.
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  Damaged buildings in Shanghai.


  whether you will see your family again. Sleepy, his second wife and more than twenty years his junior, exuded energy, beauty, and charm. She became his life’s love, stayed beside him through thick and thin, and restored him from the doldrums after his first family died.
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  Alice Hill Rupertus, known as “Sleepy” Rupertus.
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  Major Rupertus.


  Alice Hill had earned the nickname “Sleepy” as a child and also as an adult, as her eyes could captivate and mesmerize a man into a “sleepy” trance in a palpitating instant. And she affected Rupertus that way, even now, separated by eight thousand miles and on the other side of the world.


  Rupertus checked his watch. By now it was mid-morning back in Washington. He could see her, in his mind, sitting at home with her sisters, her shiny dark brown hair bouncing on her shoulders, her fair skin like a princess, her blue eyes like sparkling sapphires in the sun.


  After he lost his first son and daughter, Sleepy gave him an unexpected new excitement for life when, on August 18, 1939, Patrick Hill Rupertus was born.
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  Rupertus holding his son, Patrick Hill Rupertus, in September 1939.


  Little Patrick, an irrepressible energy ball, would be three years old on August 18. Rupertus had already lost one family. He couldn’t bear never seeing Sleepy and Patrick again.


  But he could not entertain those thoughts. The task before his Marines required focus on the mission alone. He checked his watch again. Ten hours to go. Ten hours to the beginning of bloodshed.


  Ten hours until the beginning of victory.



  
  Chapter 2


  The South Pacific


  Japanese Garrison


  Tulagi Island (Solomon Islands)


  August 6, 1942


  2215 Hours


  Commander Masaaki Suzuki looked out from his bunker, out over the ocean, out into the night. This close to the water, the warm nighttime breeze carried humidity from the tropical jungle. The lapping waves against the sand created a false serenity, about to be turned upside-down.


  They were out there, the Americans. He knew it in his gut. Sooner or later, they would come. But when they came, he would be ready. And so would his men. The Solomons, starting with Tulagi, would not be lost for Japan.


  In January 1942, Imperial Japanese Navy warplanes commenced bombing Tulagi around the clock, attacking the seat of the British government in the Solomons. Once the heart of the British Solomon Islands protectorate, Tulagi housed the British governor’s mansion on the southeast side of the island, with a golf course and cricket field. The British had begun evacuating people in the spring.


  On May 2, British intelligence discovered the Japanese planned to assault Tulagi. The following day, May 3, Japanese forces landed on Tulagi, unopposed, with a critical strategic mission: take over the Tulagi harbor and build airstrips on Guadalcanal for Japanese air forces.


  With the defeat suffered by the Imperial Japanese Navy at the Battle of the Coral Sea and later at Midway, Japan lost four hundred carrier-based aircraft. These islands became more important than ever—strategic air bases to attack the US Navy and a staging area for the eventual invasion against Australia.


  Lieutenant Commander Suzuki, who commanded all Japanese military forces on Tulagi, understood Tulagi’s strategic importance. In taking command of Tulagi, Suzuki controlled a tropical strip of a humid, mosquito-infested jungle island, two miles long and a half mile wide. Hot, oppressive, windy, often under gray overcast skies during the day, Tulagi stood as a Pacific hellhole with one of the best harbors, to be held by Japan at all costs.
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  For the Japanese, controlling these islands gave them forward military airpower projection, needed now more than ever, after the US Navy sank four Japanese aircraft carriers at the Battle of Midway, June 4–7, 1942.


  Until Japanese shipbuilders rebuilt those lost carriers, the emperor needed island-based airstrips throughout the Pacific. From here, the emperor’s air forces could launch airstrikes against the American navy in the region and support Japanese invasion forces headed south to Australia.


  Suzuki’s men were ready for the task. They would fight to the death.


  The crack forces under Suzuki’s command were the Japanese equivalent of the US Marines. They had formed the unit in the city of Kure (thus bearing the name 3rd Kure SNLF, for Special Naval Land Forces), in the Hiroshima Prefecture, and home to the Kure Naval Base, Japan’s largest naval port. The SNLF, known as “Rikusentai,” like their US Marine adversaries, were trained to hit the beaches, hold the islands, and help build military airfields on the islands.


  Suzuki arrived on Tulagi on July 15 by seaplane. He relieved Lieutenant Yoshimoto, who at age fifty-three had grown too old to deal with the inhumane, mosquito-infested living conditions on Tulagi. Yoshimoto also feared American air attacks and ordered the Rikusentai to excavate bunkers, dugouts, caverns, and caves in the island’s lower end.


  Yoshimoto was scheduled to leave the island on August 8.


  The sheltered bunkers and caves could provide a formidable defense to the coming aerial bombardment by the Americans. But Suzuki redrew the entire out-of-date island defense plan devised by Yoshimoto.


  As a military commander, Suzuki worried about numbers. The American invasion force could be larger than the Japanese defense force stationed on the island. His battle plan anticipated this disadvantage. So he ordered Warrant Officer Fukumoto to take the 4th Platoon and establish a defensive perimeter around the governmental wharf area.


  Warrant Officer Takeo Ideka and his men stood guard at headquarters.


  Warrant Officer Tsurusaburo Shigeta commanded the platoon and covered the sector between the old governor’s residence and Sasapi. Warrant Officer Yoshiharu Muranika and his men defended the hospital area. Petty Officer Third Class Harubumi Ishada, with 2nd Squad, 2nd Platoon, guarded Chinatown.


  Another thirty-eight men were dispatched to Guadalcanal Island and thus unavailable if an attack came in the next twenty-four hours.


  The deadliest Japanese units defending Tulagi would be the 1st and 4th Platoons and a thirty-six-man platoon serving as a floater unit, meaning they could move to anywhere on the island at a moment’s notice.


  Also, the machine gun company of the Kure SNLF provided tremendous firepower. If the Americans showed up, they would face a death trap. Suzuki instructed Lieutenant Mitsuwa, whose men on Gavutu Island carried 13- and 25-millimeter machine guns, to fire at will when the Americans approached. Preferably, his warplanes would locate the invasion fleet and sink them before they arrived. But if not, he would kill them all. Everyone. From the highest-ranking American general to the lowest-ranking private. They would fight to the last man. His men would die serving the emperor.



  
  Chapter 3


  The South Pacific


  US Naval Task Force (Task Force TARE)


  Bridge, USS Neville (APA-9)


  Course 360 Degrees (Course Due North)


  On Approach to the Solomon Islands (40 Miles SW of Guadalcanal)


  August 6, 1942


  2233 Hours


  Captain Carlos A. Bailey, commanding officer of USS Neville, checked the circular clock mounted on the gray bulkhead. Two minutes to course correction.


  On Neville’s bridge, the night crew moved about with a silent, solemn purpose, steering the five-hundred-foot troop carrier through the calm waters of the South Pacific. Tonight’s conditions proved more bearable than the rougher seas they had encountered as they steamed from Wellington on July 22.


  Tonight the cloud cover had not yet broken, which prevents good visibility. In most cases, a mariner at night preferred calm seas and clear skies. But that cut both ways. While clear skies made nighttime navigation easier, if the skies remained clear in the morning, the task force would become an easy target for Japanese warplanes.


  Bailey had served on active duty for thirty-one years since his graduation from the Naval Academy in 1911. He served on numerous warships in his career, as commanding officer of the USS McKee, USS Hopkins, and USS Sturtevant from July 1921 until December 1923.


  The fifty-five-year-old Massachusetts native had served on eight different warships before taking command of the Neville in May 1941. A highly experienced naval officer, with extensive combat experience on battleships and cruisers, now commanding a troop transport ship seemed odd.


  Wouldn’t command of the USS North Carolina, the battleship protecting the entire task force, have made more sense?


  Then it hit him.


  Commanding a troop transport like the Neville now was one of the most important missions of the war. Below decks, the assistant division commander of the entire 1st Marine Division, Brigadier General William Rupertus, waited, along with the 1,150 Marines aboard who would spearhead America’s initial ground offensive against the Japanese. Success depended on the general and his men arriving at their launch point on time. The navy chose one of its best sea captains to get the job done.


  In some ways, Bailey and General Rupertus came from the same ilk. Both were over fifty. Both had given their lives to the military—Bailey to the navy and Rupertus to the Marines. Both had been eligible for retirement a decade earlier. Bailey would be sixty in less than five years. Yet, with their careers now in the twilight, they were called to save their best for last.


  One significant difference separated them. Rupertus now had a star pinned on his collar. For Bailey, his dreams of becoming a rear admiral hung by a thread, fading with each passing day.


  No matter. As a professional naval officer, Bailey embraced the ideal of duty, and that victory must always overshadow personal advancement. His duty tonight placed him upon a historical precipice, at a crucial hour for the United States. This moment stood as something few officers in naval history would ever experience.


  Bailey looked out through the waters at the dark silhouettes of the other American warships surrounding his position.


  The four troop transports, including the Neville, steamed north through the ocean, at the center of a concentric circle of warships, all guarding them from every direction. Neville steamed ahead of the four other ships in the transport group for “Task Force Yoke.” At 507 feet in length and with a 56-foot beam, the lightly armed Neville bore four 50-caliber machine guns and several 40- and 20-millimeter anti-aircraft guns. At best, left alone, she could fend off a close-in strafing attack by enemy fighter planes. But she would become a sitting duck in the water against heavier naval armor—enemy battleships, cruisers, destroyers, and submarines. If she sank, she would sink fast, without enough lifeboats for the Marines below.


  The American warships surrounding the Neville, armed with depth charges, torpedoes, and active sonar capabilities, provided maximum naval firepower to protect the Marine Division.


  Bailey preferred his own firepower on board to protect his ship and attack the enemy. With Japanese submarines, destroyer escorts were sometimes fool’s gold. Jap subs could pop up at any time and place.
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  One torpedo from a sub slipping through the screen would spell disaster for thousands of Marines. Japanese aircraft could also drop deadly torpedoes, and the Japs had a seaplane base on Tanambogo and Gavutu, just east of Tulagi.


  So far, Neville’s sonar room reported no contact with enemy subs. Prayers answered for now. Bailey glanced at the navigation chart as they approached the course correction point.


  They were now forty nautical miles southwest of Guadalcanal. “Task Force X-Ray,” the second naval task force, which carried General Vandegrift, who would lead the main assault on Guadalcanal, steamed behind them, about one hour to their rear.


  Bailey glanced at the clock again: 2234 hours, local.


  “Helmsman. Stand by for course correction to zero-four-zero degrees.”


  “Aye, Captain. Standing by for course correction to zero-four-zero degrees.”


  Bailey waited another thirty seconds as the second hand swept from the nine o’clock position to the twelve position.


  2235 hours, local.


  “Helmsman. Make your course zero-four-zero degrees. Steady as she goes.”


  “Aye, sir. Making my course zero-four-zero degrees.”


  Moments later, Bailey felt his ship turning in the water, to the starboard. He glanced at the clock again. The next course change would come just after 0300, about three and a half hours from now.


  Down below, America’s finest fighting force, lead elements of the 1st Marine Division, crammed like sardines in a tight can in the ship’s small berthing spaces, tried to rest. The Marines would need all the rest they could get. And so would his crew.


  Bailey headed down to the captain’s quarters for some shut-eye.



  
  Chapter 4


  IJN Japanese Navy Surveillance Aircraft


  The South Pacific


  25 Nautical Miles West of Savo Island


  Altitude 500 Feet


  August 6, 1942


  2300 Hours


  The long-range reconnaissance seaplane, which the American pilots had nicknamed the “Mavis,” the largest and most used seaplane in the Imperial Japanese Navy, flew from its forward base on Tanambogo Island, off Tulagi’s east coast. With two pontoons for water landings, and four Mitsubishi Kinsei 43 engines sitting atop a 130-foot wingspan, the large plane carried three crew members. It also carried 1,700-pound torpedoes, each with enough fire-power to sink or damage any ship in the US Navy.


  The plane’s reconnaissance capabilities were stellar. With a 2,500-mile range, the Mavis could stay aloft for hours, giving it extended search and targeting capabilities.


  Tonight, Captain Shigetoshi Miyazaki sat at the controls behind the cockpit. Miyazaki, commanding the seaplane-equipped Yokohama Air Group, was stationed on Gavutu and Tanambogo, commanded by Commander Masaaki Suzuki, Japanese commander on Tulagi. Miyazaki and his airmen had scoured the ocean for remnants of the American fleet that escaped Pearl Harbor and could threaten Japanese bases at Guadalcanal and Tulagi.


  If Miyazaki got a clear shot, he would sink at least one of the American ships, possibly more.


  But tonight, the weather made search conditions difficult. He climbed down below the lower cloud cover for a look at the ocean. Every time he went down through the clouds and then climbed back up, the aircraft took a beating from the turbulence. When he got down low enough to see the ocean, barely five hundred feet above the surface, the low altitude meant limited visibility.


  If the American fleet was under that cloud cover, they might get lucky again, like at Midway. The American navy might prove to be a problem for the Japanese defenses on the islands. But if Miyazaki and his men found the fleet, the Americans’ luck would have run out.


  Miyazaki checked the fuel gauge. Only thirty minutes left of flying time, just enough fuel to duck below the cloud cover for one final sweep before returning to base.


  But no matter. He intended to have his planes up in the morning, searching, if the weather permitted. If the Americans were down there, either tonight or tomorrow, Miyazaki and his men would find them and sink them.



  
  Chapter 5


  The South Pacific


  USS Neville (APA-9)


  Course 040 Degrees


  On Approach to the Solomon Islands (Nearing Guadalcanal)


  August 7, 1942


  0130 Hours Local Time


  The roar of Neville’s engines droned on through the night. As the clock swept past midnight, General Rupertus tried to sleep, but that wasn’t happening. Not tonight.


  The heaviest load in battle always fell on the commander’s shoulders. The commander had to consider everything—before, during, and after the battle. Lives depended on him, and his Marines’ lives would depend on his decisions both tonight and in the morning.


  The midnight hour had arrived for the ships steaming through the waters toward the Solomon Islands. It was now D-Day, Friday morning, August 7, 1942, the day of their attack on Tulagi.


  Within the next eight hours, his Marines, the men with him aboard this ship, would see their first action. They would launch a bloody counteroffensive against the Japs in these islands after sunrise.


  As he replayed the battle plans in his mind, he could not stop thinking about Sleepy and Patrick back home in DC. He often did mental calculations, wondering what they were doing in real time.


  Under normal circumstances, a sixteen-hour time gap separated the Solomon Islands and Washington, DC. But in 1942, the United States had adopted Daylight Saving Time for the entire year to accommodate the war effort.


  Just west of the International Date Line, the adjusted fifteen-hour time gap put Bill and his Marines one day ahead of Sleepy, little Patrick, and everybody else on the East Coast of the United States.


  Sleepy was a great Marine Corps wife, especially considering the rampant death, carnage, and war they had endured together during their time in Shanghai. Although twenty-two years his junior, she displayed wisdom,
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  Admiral Harry Yarnell, USN, greeting Sleepy and Colonel Bill Rupertus at the French Club, Shanghai, China.
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  Rupertus, Sleepy, and Doris Masters (far right) at the French Club, Shanghai.


  toughness, and maturity beyond her years, the product of growing up as a naval officer’s daughter. The cream of the crop at all military, political, and social functions in Washington, she gave Bill a renewed purpose—a purpose he lost after losing his first family.


  He decided to go up top, to the deck, for some fresh ocean air.


  He checked his watch: 0130 hours local time, Friday, August 7, and just past 1030 hours, Thursday, August 6, in Washington, DC. Sleepy would be up, with Patrick running around the house like a whirlwind. By now, she would have finished her morning coffee, chatted with her sister Jo, and scoured the paper for all the social events, ready to take Washington by storm.


  When he stepped out onto the starboard passageway, into the night air, the cool sea breeze refreshed his face. He wanted to light a cigarette so bad he felt his veins screaming for a smoke. But the task force ships remained in a blackout on approach. Even flickering cigarette ashes might alert a Japanese patrol boat somewhere out at sea.


  Bill leaned on the guardrails, absorbing the moment’s serenity, the peace before naval gunfire would explode over the first morning light.


  The crescent moon had not yet risen. But way off the ship’s starboard, lit by the stars peeking through cracks in the cloud cover, Guadalcanal’s dark outline appeared in the distance, its black, mountainous silhouette blocking the stars on the low eastern horizon. Somewhere off in those dark islands, the Japanese waited, their machine guns in place, their mortars and rockets ready for launch, their planes poised to sink American ships.


  Rupertus knew the Japanese all too well. But for a second, he dismissed those thoughts. This moment’s serenity would be short-lived, for sure, perhaps for the rest of the war. And the quiet, peaceful, black ocean night reminded him of another peaceful place, far away—Arlington Cemetery.


  During his year spent commanding the Marine Barracks at 8th and I in Washington, he often visited Arlington Cemetery to sit at the graves of his first wife, Marguerite, and his children, William Jr. and Ann Rodney, all robbed from him by scarlet fever in China. Like the air at Arlington, tonight a strange, false peace filled the ocean air, calm with a fictitious promise that he would see them again in this lifetime.


  The peace over these darkened waters was the respite before the shedding of blood.


  The past two years had been a blurry rush. On September 18, 1940, just twenty-three months earlier, he had boarded USS McCarley at Norfolk, bound for Guantanamo Bay, to take command of the Marine Barracks at the
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  William H. Rupertus Jr. and his sister, Ann Rodney Rupertus.
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  Major Rupertus, Peking, China, 1930. (USMC PHOTO)
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  Garde d’Haiti Marine and government officials. Rupertus is on the right.


    Naval Air Station and the 4th Defense Battalion. But Guantanamo Bay wasn’t his first Caribbean assignment.


  In 1919, he had arrived at Port-au-Prince, Haiti, with the USMC 1st Provisional Brigade. He and his Marines trained the national police force, the “Garde d’Haiti,” which later became a significant political force.


  Like the Haiti tour, when he took his first wife, Rita, on the Guantanamo assignment, his new wife, Sleepy, and infant son Pat could accompany him. He never knew whether irony, coincidence, or fate placed both his first wife and then his second wife with him first in China and then in the Caribbean.


    Sleepy and Pat, who had just turned fifteen months old, arrived at Guantanamo, joining her friend Doris Masters and Doris’s toddler “Champ.” Doris and her husband, First Lieutenant James Masters, were also stationed at Guantanamo Bay.


  He loved holding Sleepy in his arms and bouncing Patrick on his knee. But the memory of losing Rita, Ann Rodney, and William Jr. on an overseas tour constantly haunted him. True, Guantanamo sat 518 miles off Miami, much closer to home than China. But Guantanamo Bay also sat amid a foreign country.


    If fate had brought them together again, Bill didn’t want to tempt it. Sleepy fell into a dangerous situation in Shanghai, and in Cuba he had watched Sleepy and Patrick like a hawk. Their time at Guantanamo Bay marked the best months of their marriage. But less than a year later, orders came to leave Guantanamo Bay and proceed to San Diego by the end of November 1941.


  The life of a Marine, owned by the Corps and country. And Rupertus loved it.


  In San Diego, he became chief of staff to the commanding general, Major General William P. Upshur, a Marine legend, Medal of Honor winner, and longtime friend of General Vandegrift and Commandant Holcomb. Holcomb recommended Rupertus to Upshur and asked Upshur to prepare Rupertus to take command. He looked forward to working for General Upshur, who was seven years his senior.


  But when the Japs bombed Pearl Harbor, they ordered General Upshur to San Francisco and gave Rupertus command of the Marines in San Diego, where thousands of American boys flooded into the Marine Corps, eager to avenge over two thousand Americans killed on December 7. Between December 8 and January 1, 1942, more than nine hundred recruits flooded into the Marine Corps Recruit Depot daily.


  Seeing these young Marines pour into San Diego lit a fire in Rupertus to teach them how to defend themselves, considering the danger they faced, a danger far greater than they knew. Never had he seen people more barbarically determined to kill, maim, or destroy than the Japanese army had shown in Shanghai.


  Dead Chinese bodies on Shanghai’s streets
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