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Fang Qiao, styled Xuanling, was a native of Linzi, Qizhou. His father, Fang Yanqian, served in the Sui Dynasty and successively held the post of Inspector of the Ministry of Censors. Xuanling was alert and intelligent in his childhood. He was well - versed in the classics, was good at writing articles, and was proficient in both cursive and official scripts. During the Kaihuang era, when the whole country was unified, everyone thought that the Sui Dynasty would last long. Xuanling secretly told his father, "The emperor has neither merits nor virtues. He just took advantage of his close relationship with the Zhou royal family, wantonly carried out killings, and usurped the throne. He doesn't make long - term plans for his descendants. He confuses the order of the legitimate and the illegitimate sons, and they compete in extravagance and overstep their proper ranks, and fight against each other. Eventually, there will be internal strife and killings. Although the country seems peaceful now, its downfall is just around the corner." Yanqian was shocked and said, "Don't talk nonsense!" At the age of eighteen, Xuanling passed the imperial examination and was appointed as a Cavalry Lieutenant of Feathers and was in charge of proofreading books in the Imperial Library. Gao Xiaoji, the Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Personnel, was well - known for his ability to judge people. He said to Pei Ju, "I've observed many people, but I've never seen such a young man. He will surely become a pillar of the state. It's just a pity that I may not see him rise to great heights." Xuanling was later appointed as the Magistrate of Xicheng. When Prince Han, Yang Liang, rebelled, Xuanling was implicated and exiled to Shangjun. Seeing that the Central Plains was in chaos, he was filled with a sense of responsibility to save the world. When his father was ill for a hundred days, he didn't take off his clothes. After his father's death, he didn't eat or drink for five days. 

When Emperor Taizong, then Duke of Dunhuang, was campaigning in the north of the Wei River, Fang Xuanling came on horseback to present himself at the army camp. At first sight, they felt like old friends. He was appointed as the Military Secretary of the Northern Wei Road Army. When the Duke was made Prince Qin, Xuanling was immediately appointed as the Secretary of the Prince's Mansion and was conferred the title of Marquis of Linzi. He never missed any military campaigns. While others scrambled for rare treasures, Xuanling only recruited talented people and brought them to the Prince's Mansion. He secretly established close relations with the generals, and everyone was willing to do their best for him. The Prince once said, "When Emperor Guangwu of the Han Dynasty got Deng Yu, his followers became closer. Now that I have Xuanling, it's just like he had Deng Yu." Xuanling had been in the Prince's Mansion for ten years. Whether it was military orders or official documents, he could complete them right away while sitting on his horse. His writings were concise but covered all the important points, and he never needed to write a draft first. Emperor Gaozu said, "This man has such good judgment and understanding that he deserves to be entrusted with important tasks. Whenever he reports things to my son, it's like they are talking face - to - face even though they are thousands of miles apart." 

The Crown Prince, Li Jiancheng, had a feud with Prince Qin. The Prince summoned Fang Xuanling to discuss the matter. Xuanling replied, "National crises occur from time to time, and only sages can overcome them. Your Highness has made outstanding contributions that cover the whole country. This is not only due to human strategies but also the blessing of the gods." Then he recommended Du Ruhui to jointly plan major strategies. Xuanling was gradually promoted to be the Director of the Merit - Assessment Bureau of the Grand Administrator's Office of the East of the Shan Pass and a Scholar of the Literary Hall. The Crown Prince was jealous of the two of them and slandered them to the emperor. They were both dismissed and sent back to their homes. When the Crown Prince was about to stage a coup, the Prince summoned the two of them. They came dressed as Taoist priests and planned things at night. After the incident was resolved, the Prince became the Crown Prince, and Xuanling was promoted to be the Right Assistant of the Crown Prince. After the Crown Prince ascended the throne, Xuanling was appointed as the Head of the Central Secretariat. When the emperor was rewarding the officials according to their merits, Xuanling, along with Du Ruhui, Changsun Wuji, Yuchi Jingde, and Hou Junji, were ranked first in terms of merit. Xuanling was promoted to be the Duke of Han and was granted a fief of 1,300 households. The rest were also enfeoffed and appointed according to their ranks. The emperor looked at the officials and said, "I've evaluated your merits and determined your fiefs. I'm afraid I may not have considered everything thoroughly. You should speak up without reservation and tell me your thoughts." Li Shentong, the Prince of Huai'an, said, "When the righteous army rose, my troops were the first to arrive. Now, people like Fang Xuanling, who are just scribes, are ranked first. I don't understand this." The emperor said, "Uncle, your troops did arrive first, but you never endured the hardships of battle in person. So, when facing Dou Jiande in the south, your army was defeated and couldn't recover. When we were suppressing Liu Heita's rebellion, you fled at the first sign of trouble. Now, people like Xuanling have the merits of making decisive strategies in the tent and stabilizing the country. This is why Xiao He was ranked before the other generals. Uncle, as a relative, I should treat you well, but I can't let personal feelings affect the ranking of the meritorious officials." At first, generals like Qiu Shili were all aggressive and rolled up their sleeves. Some of them even gesticulated while stating their own contributions. But when they saw Li Shentong being shamed and convinced, they said, "Your Majesty doesn't show favoritism to his relatives. How can we make baseless complaints?" 

Fang Xuanling was promoted to be the Left Chief Minister of the Department of State Affairs and was in charge of compiling the national history. He was further enfeoffed as the Duke of Wei. The emperor said, "As the Chief Minister, you should help me broaden my sources of information and search for talented people. I've heard that you review hundreds of documents and lawsuits every day. How can you have time to seek out talents?" So, the emperor ordered that minor matters be handled by the Left and Right Assistant Ministers, and major matters be reported to the Chief Minister. 

The emperor once asked, "Which is more difficult, founding a state or governing it in peace?" Fang Xuanling said, "In the early days when the world was in chaos, numerous powerful groups were vying for power. We had to defeat the enemy before they would surrender and win battles to gain control. So, founding a state is difficult." Wei Zheng said, "When a king rises to power, he must take advantage of the decline and chaos, overthrow the corrupt and tyrannical regime. It's almost like a gift from heaven and the support of the people. Once he has obtained the world, he may become complacent and indulgent. People want peace, but they are poisoned by corvée; when the world is in a bad state, they are exploited to the extreme. Thus, the country will decline. So, governing a state in peace is difficult." The emperor said, "Xuanling accompanied me in founding the world. He endured countless hardships and barely survived. He has witnessed the difficulty of founding a state. Wei Zheng helps me maintain peace in the world. He is worried that wealth and honor will lead to arrogance, arrogance will lead to slackness, and slackness will lead to the downfall of the state. He has seen that it is not easy to govern a state in peace. However, the difficulty of founding a state is in the past; now, we should be cautious about the difficulty of governing a state in peace together with you gentlemen." 

When there was an imperial edict for the hereditary system of official positions among the ministers, Fang Xuanling was appointed as the Governor of Songzhou and his fief was changed to Liang. However, since the ministers opposed the hereditary system, the appointment as the governor was revoked, and he remained the Duke of Liang. Soon after, he was promoted to be the Junior Tutor of the Crown Prince. When he first went to the Eastern Palace, the Crown Prince wanted to bow to him. Xuanling declined and dared not accept the bow, so the Crown Prince stopped. He had been in the position of prime minister for fifteen years. His daughter married into the royal family and his son married a princess. Considering that his power and favor had reached the extreme, he repeatedly submitted memorials to resign from his position, but the emperor did not approve. Before long, he was promoted to be the Minister of Works and still in charge of the general administration of the court. Xuanling firmly declined the promotion. The emperor sent an envoy to tell him, "Declining is indeed a noble virtue. However, the state has relied on you for a long time. Once you, the good assistant, leave, it's like losing my left and right hands. Considering that your strength has not declined, don't decline too much!" When Prince Jin became the Crown Prince, Xuanling was transferred to be the Grand Tutor of the Crown Prince and was in charge of the affairs of the Palace Secretariat. After his mother's death, he was granted a burial plot in the Zhao Mausoleum area. He was recalled to resume his official duties. When the emperor launched a campaign against Liaodong, Xuanling was left to guard the capital. The emperor's edict said, "You are taking on the role of Xiao He. I have no worries about the western part." He was in charge of all matters related to the transportation of food and weapons, and the deployment of the troops. Xuanling wrote several letters to persuade the emperor not to underestimate the enemy and not to engage in a long - term war with foreign tribes. He firmly declined the position of the Grand Tutor of the Crown Prince, and his request was approved. 

In his later years, Fang Xuanling suffered from many illnesses. At that time, the emperor was staying at the Yuhua Palace. He issued an edict for Xuanling to stay in the capital and allowed him to handle official affairs while lying down. As his condition worsened, he was allowed to be carried into the palace on a sedan chair. The emperor shed tears when seeing him, and Xuanling was also so touched that he could hardly control his emotions. The emperor ordered the imperial doctors to attend to him and the imperial chefs to provide meals, and the daily report on his condition was submitted. When his condition improved slightly, the emperor would show his joy on his face. Xuanling looked at his sons and said, "Now everything in the world is in order, except that the campaign against Goryeo has not ended. The emperor is determined with anger, and none of the officials dare to remonstrate. If I don't speak up, I'll die with a deep sense of shame!" Then he submitted a memorial to the emperor, saying: 

Those who were not subject to the rule of ancient emperors are now your subjects, and those who could not be controlled in the past are now under your control. Among the threats to China, none was more serious than the Turks. However, the khans, both big and small, have successively surrendered. They have let down their braids and laid down their weapons, and are now assigned to serve in the imperial guards. The Yanran and Tiele tribes have been incorporated into prefectures and counties; with just a small detachment of troops, you have eliminated the states of Gaochang and Tuyuhun. Only Goryeo has evaded punishment for generations, and no one has been able to thoroughly subdue it. Your Majesty blames them for regicide and personally leads the six armies to the remote border. In less than ten days, you have captured Liaodong and taken hundreds of thousands of captives. The remaining enemy troops and the tyrant king are so intimidated that they dare not even breathe loudly. It can be said that your achievements far exceed those of previous generations. 

The "Book of Changes" says, "Those who know when to advance, retreat, survive, or perish without losing their propriety are perhaps the sages!" For there is the meaning of retreat in advance, the chance of perishing in survival, and the principle of loss in gain. This is what makes me feel pity for Your Majesty. The classic says, "Those who know contentment will not be disgraced; those who know when to stop will not be in danger." Your Majesty's prestige, fame, and achievements can be regarded as sufficient, and the expansion of territory can also come to an end. The barbarians on the border are not worthy of being treated with benevolence and righteousness or judged by ordinary etiquette. In ancient times, they were treated like wild animals and fish. If you insist on exterminating them, they may fight back desperately when cornered, just to save their own lives. Moreover, every time Your Majesty decides on a death penalty, you will review the case three to five times, eat simple food, and stop listening to music, because you are touched by the importance of human life. Now, the soldiers are innocent, yet they are driven into the battlefield and exposed to the sharp blades and arrows, sacrificing their lives. The old fathers, lonely sons, widowed wives, and grieving mothers are looking forward to the hearses and hugging the dry bones, their hearts broken and in tears. This can disrupt the balance of yin and yang and harm the harmonious atmosphere. It is truly a great pain for the whole country. If Goryeo violates its duty as a vassal, it can be punished; if it harasses the common people, it can be destroyed; if it can pose a threat to future generations, it can be eliminated. But now, since none of these three situations exists, yet we exhaust the resources of China just to avenge the old king and the Kingdom of Silla. Isn't it a case of gaining little while losing a lot? I sincerely hope that Your Majesty will issue a generous edict to allow Goryeo to make a fresh start, burn the warships, and dismiss the recruited troops. Then, even after my death, my bones will rest in peace. 

After receiving the memorial, the emperor said to Princess Gaoyang, "He is already in a critical condition, yet he still concerns himself with the affairs of our state!" 

When his illness became extremely serious, the emperor ordered a hole to be made in the garden wall for easy inquiries. He personally held Xuanling's hand to bid farewell. An edict was issued for the Crown Prince to visit him. His son Fang Yiai was promoted to be the Lieutenant - General of the Right Guard, and Fang Yize was made a Court Gentleman at Large so that Xuanling could see their promotions before he died. He passed away at the age of seventy - one. He was posthumously granted the titles of Grand Commandant and Governor of Bingzhou, and given the posthumous title of Wen Zhao. He was provided with honor guards, plume - topped canopies, ceremonial music, two thousand rolls of silk and two thousand hu of grain. He was buried in the Zhao Mausoleum. Emperor Gaozong issued an edict for him to be enshrined in the ancestral temple of Emperor Taizong.  

When Fang Xuanling was in charge of the state affairs, he was diligent day and night, dedicated himself to public duties with all his might, and didn't want anything to be out of place. He was not jealous. When he heard of others' virtues, he felt as if they were his own. He was well - versed in the administration of officials and also adorned his actions with elegance. When discussing laws and issuing decrees, he always strived for leniency and fairness. He didn't expect others to be as good as himself in his strong points and didn't demand perfection from others. Even those of low status could give full play to their abilities. If he was reproached for something, he would surely kowtow to plead for forgiveness, looking so terrified as if there was no place for him to stand.  

At the end of the Zhenguan era, Fang Xuanling was sent back to his residence due to being reprimanded. The Vice - Director of the Palace Secretariat, Chu Suiliang, said to the emperor, "Xuanling has never failed his lord. We can't exile him because of a single fault. This doesn't conform to the intention of an emperor when appointing high - ranking officials." The emperor realized his mistake and immediately summoned Xuanling back from his home. Later, Xuanling avoided taking office and stayed at home. After a long time, when the emperor went to Furong Garden to observe the customs, Xuanling ordered his descendants to clean the courtyard and hall, saying, "The emperor will soon visit." Soon, the emperor indeed came to his residence and then took Xuanling back to the palace with him. When the emperor was at Cuiwei Palace, he appointed Li Wei, the Minister of the Bureau of Agriculture, as the Minister of the Ministry of Revenue. Just then, someone came from the capital. The emperor asked, "What did Xuanling say when he heard that Li Wei was made a minister?" The man replied, "He only said that Li Wei had nice whiskers and didn't say anything else." The emperor immediately changed Li Wei's position to the Supervisor of the Crown Prince's Palace. When the emperor went on the campaign against Liaodong, Xuanling was left to guard the capital. A man came to report an urgent and important matter. Xuanling asked about the situation, and the man said, "I'm here to accuse you." Xuanling sent a messenger by post - horse to catch up with the emperor. After the emperor read the memorial, he beheaded the man and issued an edict to rebuke Xuanling, saying, "Why don't you have more confidence in yourself!" The emperor trusted and appointed him in this way.  

He had rules for managing his family and always feared that his sons would be arrogant and extravagant, and bully others by relying on their family status. So he collected family admonitions from ancient and modern times and wrote them on screens, then told each of his sons to take one, saying, "Pay attention to these, and it will be enough to preserve your own integrity! The Yuan family in the Han Dynasty was loyal and upright for generations, which I admire very much. You should learn from them." His son Fang Yizhi inherited his title. 

His second - son, Fang Yiai, was crude, undisciplined, and uneducated but had physical strength. He married Princess Gaoyang and served as the General of the Right Guard. Since the princess was favored by the emperor, the etiquette shown to him was different from that for other sons - in - law. The princess was arrogant. She resented that Fang Yizhi was the legitimate heir, and Yizhi was so scared that he wanted to yield his title, but the emperor didn't allow it. As the princess gradually lost the emperor's favor, she was discontented. She had an affair with the Buddhist monk Bianji. The emperor was furious, beheaded the monk, and executed dozens of servants and maids. The princess was full of resentment. When the emperor passed away, she didn't cry sorrowfully. During the reign of Emperor Gaozong, Yizhi was sent to be the governor of Bianzhou, and Yiai was sent to be the governor of Fangzhou. The princess also falsely accused Yizhi of a crime. The emperor ordered Chancellor Zhangsun Wuji to conduct an investigation, and then found out the plot of the princess and Yiai to rebel. Yiai was executed, and the princess was ordered to commit suicide. Yizhi was spared because of his father's previous merits but was demoted to be a county magistrate in Tongling. An edict was issued to stop Fang Xuanling from being enshrined in the ancestral temple.  

Du Ruhui, styled Keming, was from Duling, Jingzhao. His grandfather, Du Guo, was well - known between the Zhou and Sui dynasties. Du Ruhui was smart and straightforward in his youth. He liked reading and considered himself elegant and unrestrained. He held firm to great principles and made decisions promptly when facing a crisis. During the Daye period of the Sui Dynasty, he participated in the selection by the Ministry of Personnel. The Vice - Minister Gao Xiaoji thought highly of him, saying, "You will be a pillar of the state. I hope you can preserve your good virtues." So he was appointed as the magistrate of Fuyang, but he quit the post later. 

When Emperor Gaozu pacified the capital, Prince Qin recruited Du Ruhui as the Staff Officer of the Military Affairs Office in his mansion and later transferred him to be the Chief Clerk of the General's Office in Shanzhou. At that time, many of the prince's subordinates were transferred outside, which worried the prince. Fang Xuanling said, "Although many have left, they are not worth regretting. Du Ruhui is a talent capable of assisting a king. If Your Highness only wants to defend the fief, you don't need him; but if you want to rule the world, there is no one better than Du Ruhui to share the great cause with you." The prince was startled and said, "If you hadn't told me, I would almost have lost him!" So he submitted a memorial to keep Du Ruhui in his mansion. Du Ruhui followed the prince on expeditions and often participated in the secret military and political plans. In times of numerous affairs, he could make decisions without delay. His colleagues all recognized his talent and couldn't fathom the limit of his abilities. He was promoted to be the Director of the Merit - Awarding Section in the Grand Administrative Office of the East of Shanzhou, was enfeoffed as the Baron of Jianping County, and also served as a scholar in the Literature Institute. When the Tian Ce Mansion was established, he was appointed as a Lieutenant. When the prince became the Crown Prince, Du Ruhui was appointed as the Left Attendant of the Crown Prince, was transferred to be the Minister of the Ministry of War, was further enfeoffed as the Duke of Cai with a fief of three thousand households, and an additional fief of one thousand three hundred households in Yizhou. Soon he was acting as the Palace Attendant, concurrently acting as the Minister of the Ministry of Personnel, overall in charge of the soldiers in the Eastern Palace, was promoted to be the Right Deputy Chief Minister of the Secretariat, and still in charge of personnel selection.  

Du Ruhui and Fang Xuanling jointly managed the state affairs. They recommended worthy scholars and removed the unworthy ones, so that everyone got a proper position, and at that time, they were widely respected. The Censor - in - Charge, Chen Shihé, submitted an essay titled "On Selecting Talents", stating that one person should not hold several positions simultaneously, implicitly criticizing Du Ruhui and others. The emperor said, "Fang Xuanling and Du Ruhui were not promoted because of their old - time merits. It's just that their talents make them capable of governing the world. Does Chen Shihé want to sow discord between me and my ministers with this?" Then he exiled Chen Shihé to Lingnan. 

After a long time, Du Ruhui resigned from office due to illness. The emperor issued an edict to allow him to receive his regular salary at home, and imperial doctors were sent to attend to him one after another. When his illness worsened, the emperor ordered the Crown Prince to visit him, and he himself went to Du Ruhui's home in person. He was so grief - stricken that he could hardly speak. Before Du Ruhui lost his senses, the emperor promoted his son, Du Gou, who served as the Left Thousand - Bull Guard, to concurrently serve as the Supervisor of the Palace Equipment. Du Ruhui passed away at the age of forty - six. The emperor cried bitterly. He posthumously conferred on Du Ruhui the title of the Minister of the Three Excellencies with the same ceremonial rank as the Grand Councilor. When Du Ruhui was buried, he was further posthumously conferred the title of the Minister of Works, and was given the posthumous title "Cheng". The emperor personally wrote an edict asking Yu Shinan to engrave an inscription on the tombstone, expressing the deep grief of the emperor and his ministers. 

Another day, when the emperor ate a delicious melon, he stopped eating half of it and offered it in sacrifice to Du Ruhui. Once, when the emperor gave Fang Xuanling a yellow - silver belt, he said, "Du Ruhui and you assisted me together, but now I only see you." Then he shed tears and said, "It is commonly said that ghosts and spirits are afraid of yellow silver." So he took another gold belt and sent Fang Xuanling to deliver it to Du Ruhui's home. Later, the emperor suddenly dreamed of Du Ruhui as if he were still alive. The next day, he told Fang Xuanling about the dream and ordered that the imperial food be sent to offer sacrifices to Du Ruhui. On the first anniversary of Du Ruhui's death, the emperor sent a senior female official in the palace to express condolences to Du Ruhui's wife and children. The officials in Du Ruhui's fiefdom were not dismissed either, and the emperor's kindness and courtesy did not decline at all. Later, when the emperor issued an edict for the hereditary titles of meritorious officials, Du Ruhui was posthumously conferred the title of the governor of Mizhou, and his fief was changed to Laizhou.  

When they were serving as prime ministers, the country had just been pacified. The systems of the central government agencies, laws, regulations, and ceremonial norms were mostly discussed and determined by the two of them. Every time they discussed matters in front of the emperor, Fang Xuanling would surely say, "No one but Du Ruhui can plan it." But when Du Ruhui came, they would finally adopt Fang Xuanling's strategy. In fact, Du Ruhui was good at making decisions, while Fang Xuanling was adept at devising strategies. The two understood each other deeply, so they could work together in harmony to assist the emperor. At that time, when people talked about good prime ministers, they would surely mention Fang and Du.  

Du Gou served as the governor of Cizhou. Du Ruhui's second son, Du He, was violent, devious and law - defying. He married Princess Chengyang and rose to the position of Supervisor of the Imperial Stables, and was enfeoffed as the Duke of Xiangyang Commandery. When Li Chengqian plotted a rebellion, Du He said, "Yan Liren of Langya is good at divination with astrology. He said that there will be changes in the sky, and it's time to carry out a great event. Your Majesty should be made the Grand Emperor. You can pretend to be ill. When the emperor comes to visit you, you can achieve your goal." After the plot failed, Du He was convicted and executed. At the time of execution, he looked arrogant. Du Gou was implicated and was demoted and died in Lingnan.  

Du Ruhui's younger brother, Du Chuke, was fond of extraordinary integrity in his youth. He and his uncle, Du Yan, were both captured by Wang Shichong. Du Yan had a feud with Du Ruhui. He slandered Du Ruhui's elder brother and had him killed, and also imprisoned Du Chuke until he was on the verge of death. After Wang Shichong was pacified, Du Yan was to be executed. Du Chuke pleaded with Du Ruhui, but Du Ruhui refused. Du Chuke said, "Uncle killed our elder brother, and now you abandon uncle. Almost all our family members are gone. Isn't it painful?" Du Ruhui was awakened and pleaded with Emperor Gaozu, and Du Yan was released. When the incident of Li Jiancheng occurred, Du Chuke fled to Mount Song and took shelter there. In the fourth year of Zhenguan, he was summoned to be a Gentleman - in - Attendance. Emperor Taizong said, "It seems that you are really like a hermit living in the mountains. People say that you won't come out of the mountains unless you are made a prime minister. Is that true? Those who want to travel far must start from the near. People should not worry about having no official position, but about their abilities not matching their aspirations. Your brother and I are from different branches but of one heart. You should serve me as your brother did and assist me." Du Chuke bowed his head to express gratitude and was promoted to be a Lieutenant. Every time he was on duty, he didn't put down his staff all night. The emperor knew about it and commended him. He was promoted to be the governor of Puzhou, where he was well - known for his administrative ability, and then was transferred to Yingzhou. Later, he served as the Chief Clerk of the Prince of Wei's mansion and was promoted to be the Minister of the Ministry of Works, acting in charge of the mansion affairs, and was well - known for his strictness. Sensing that the emperor had a low opinion of Li Chengqian, he flattered the influential officials on behalf of the prince and often said that the prince was intelligent and could be the heir. Someone reported this to the emperor, and the emperor was secretly angry. After the prince was demoted, his crimes were exposed. Because of Du Ruhui's merits, Du Chuke was spared from death, was dismissed from office and stayed at home, and finally served as the magistrate of Qianhua.  

Du Yan, styled Zhili, was talented, eloquent, and well - informed, and had a good reputation. During the Kaihuang period of the Sui Dynasty, he and his friend Wei Fusi planned, "The emperor likes to employ hermits. Su Wei was summoned as a hermit and got a good official position." So they went to Taibai Mountain together and pretended to be recluses who did not seek official positions. Emperor Wen of Sui disliked them and exiled them to serve in the southern regions. After being pardoned and returning, Gao Xiaoji, the Assistant Governor of Yongzhou, recommended him to be a Gentleman - Attendant, and he was gradually promoted to be the Chief Censor. When Wang Shichong proclaimed himself emperor, Du Yan was appointed as the Junior Minister of the Ministry of Personnel and was quite close to Wang Shichong and held real power. After Luoyang was pacified, he could not get a new appointment and wanted to serve the Crown Prince Li Jiancheng. At that time, Feng Lun was in charge of official selection. He informed Fang Xuanling about this. Fang Xuanling was afraid of losing Du Yan, so he reported it to Prince Qin (Li Shimin) and recommended Du Yan to be the Military Staff Officer of the Tiance Mansion and a Scholar of the Literary Pavilion. Once, when he was attending a banquet, he composed a particularly excellent poem and was rewarded with a silver bell. When Yang Wengan, the governor of Qingzhou, rebelled and the case was related to the Crown Prince, Du Yan, Wang Gui, and Wei Ting were all blamed and exiled to Yuexi. Prince Qin knew they were innocent and gave them 300 taels of gold. After Emperor Taizong ascended the throne, he summoned Du Yan to be the Censor - in - Chief and enfeoffed him as the Duke of Anji Commandery with a fief of 400 households. Du Yan proposed that the imperial censors should check and urge the various government departments to handle official documents on time. Emperor Taizong asked the Chief Minister Feng Lun about this. Feng Lun said, "Each official position is set up to handle specific affairs. The imperial censors are supposed to impeach those who break the law. Searching for flaws in official documents is too harsh and encroaches on other officials' powers." Du Yan was silent. The emperor said, "Why don't you defend your proposal?" Du Yan replied, "Feng Lun has pointed out the general principle of the state. I agree with his opinion. What else can I say?" The emperor was pleased. Because of Du Yan's rich experience and knowledge, the emperor ordered him to make all the decisions regarding the ceremonial regulations and records of the Eastern Palace. Soon, he was acting as the Minister of the Ministry of Personnel and participated in the state affairs. He recommended more than forty people, and they all became well - known later. Once, he reported that Zhi Huaidao could be employed. The emperor asked about his situation. Du Yan said, "Zhi Huaidao held the position of the Chief Clerk of the Ministry of Personnel during the Sui Dynasty. When Emperor Yang of Sui was going to Jiangdu, all the officials flattered him, but only Zhi Huaidao firmly opposed it." The emperor asked, "What did you say at that time?" Du Yan replied, "I agreed with the majority." The emperor criticized him, "When serving the emperor, one should remonstrate without hiding. If you think Zhi Huaidao was right, why didn't you speak out?" Du Yan apologized, "My position was low. Moreover, I thought that even if I remonstrated, it would not be accepted, and it would be a useless sacrifice." The emperor said, "If you think the emperor is not worthy of being remonstrated with, why do you still serve him? You ate the Sui's food but forgot about the Sui's affairs. Is that loyalty?" Then he looked at the other officials and asked, "What do you think?" Wang Gui said, "Bi Gan remonstrated and died, and Confucius praised him as benevolent. Xie Ye also remonstrated and died, and Confucius said, 'When the people are full of perversities, one should not set up strict rules for oneself.' The higher the salary, the greater the responsibility. This has been the case since ancient times." The emperor smiled and said, "You didn't remonstrate in the Sui Dynasty. Let's put that aside. Why didn't you speak out when Wang Shichong trusted you?" Du Yan replied, "I did remonstrate, but my advice was not adopted." The emperor said, "Wang Shichong was stubborn and refused to listen to advice and covered up his mistakes. How did you manage to avoid trouble?" Du Yan was at a loss for words and could not answer. The emperor encouraged him, "Now that you are in my service, have you ever remonstrated?" Du Yan answered, "I will remonstrate without hiding even if it means death." In the second year of Zhenguan, Du Yan fell ill, and the emperor visited him in person. After his death, he was posthumously conferred the title of the Right Chief Minister of the Secretariat, and his posthumous title was "Xiang". At first, Du Yan held two important positions and was very prominent in the court, but he did not have a reputation for integrity and was criticized at that time. His son, Du Jingtong, inherited his title and rose to the position of the Minister of the Court of State Ceremonies.  

Du Ruhui's fifth - generation grandson, Du Yuanying, passed the imperial examination at the end of the Zhenyuan era and was also selected through the Special Recruitment Examination for Literary Talent. He was repeatedly recruited by regional military commissions. Gradually, starting from the position of Right Remonstrant, he became a Hanlin Academician. He was quick - witted in writing and was especially appreciated by Emperor Xianzong. After the suppression of Wu Yuanji's rebellion, due to his hard work in drafting imperial edicts, he was promoted to be the Deputy Director of the Department of Meritorious Service and was in charge of drafting imperial edicts. Emperor Muzong thought Du Yuanying was well - versed in court regulations, so he favored him especially. Du Yuanying was appointed as the Chief Compiler of the Imperial Library and the Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Revenue. He served as the Chief of the Hanlin Academicians and concurrently held the position of the Grand Councilor with the title of the Baron of Jian'an County. Since the emperor ascended the throne, it didn't take a year for Du Yuanying to become the prime minister, which shocked the officials. Just two years later, he was sent out to be the Military Governor of the Western Sichuan Circuit in Jiannan and still held the position of the Grand Councilor. The emperor went to Anfu Gate to see him off.  

Emperor Jingzong was arrogant and unfit to be a monarch. Du Yuanying always tried to cater to the emperor's wishes to maintain his favor. So he skillfully searched for rare and precious items to present to the emperor, and the caravans carrying these items followed one after another on the road. The craftsmen were forced to work without a fixed schedule, and the levies were extremely heavy. He even cut the military rations to increase his collection. Moreover, the supplies were not distributed on time, so the soldiers were cold and hungry and had to rely on the border areas of the ethnic minorities. As a result, everyone was complaining bitterly, and some even became informants for the ethnic minorities. The military defenses were not maintained. In the third year of the Dazhong era, the Nanzhao Kingdom took advantage of the weakness and attacked the prefectures of Rong and Yue. When the troops in the garrisons heard the news of the enemy's arrival, they immediately fled. The local defenders even served as guides for the enemy, and then the enemy entered Chengdu. When the enemy was already approaching the city, Du Yuanying still didn't know. Then he led his entourage to defend the inner city. The enemy looted extensively, burned the outer city, and devastated it. They stayed for several days and then left, taking away all the treasures, skilled craftsmen, and young women in Sichuan. At first, when Du Yuanying was in a desperate situation, he was about to flee alone, but he stopped when the reinforcements arrived. Emperor Wenzong sent envoys to appease the Nanzhao Kingdom. The Nanzhao Kingdom reported, "The people in Sichuan asked us to execute the tyrannical governor. Since we couldn't do it, please execute him, Your Majesty, to apologize to the people in Sichuan." Therefore, Du Yuanying was demoted to be the governor of Shaozhou. The critics were still not satisfied, and he was further dismissed to be the Assistant Governor of Xunzhou. His subordinates, Cui Huang, Hegan Yan, and Lu Bing, all had their official ranks removed and were exiled separately. Du Yuanying died in the place of his exile at the age of sixty - four. When he was dying, he submitted a memorial asking for a posthumous title and to be buried in his hometown. The emperor issued an edict to posthumously confer him the title of the governor of Huzhou. Du Yuanying had a good relationship with Li Deyu. At the beginning of the Huichang era, when Li Deyu was in power, Du Yuanying's official title was restored according to an amnesty order. Du Yuanying's younger brother, Du Yuanjiang, finally served as an Honorary Companion to the Crown Prince. Du Yuanjiang's son was Du Shenquan.  

Du Shenquan, styled Yinheng, passed the imperial examination and was recruited into the military office in Western Zhejiang.  He passed the Special Recruitment Examination for Outstanding Talents and became a Right Remonstrant.  During the reign of Emperor Xuanzong, he entered the Hanlin Academy as an academician and was gradually promoted to be the Deputy Minister of War and the Chief of the Hanlin Academicians. When Emperor Yizong ascended the throne, he was promoted to be a Grand Councilor, then was further promoted to be the Deputy Head of the Chancellery.  He was sent out to be the Military Governor of the Zhenhai Army and still held the position of the Grand Councilor.  When Pang Xun rebelled in Xuzhou, Du Shenquan, Linghu Tao, and Cui Xuan joined their forces and supported each other.  The convoys of grain supplies followed one after another, which helped the imperial army a lot.  After Pang Xun was defeated, Du Shenquan was promoted to be the Acting Minister of Works.  He entered the court to be the Left Chief Minister of the Secretariat and was enfeoffed as the Duke of Xiangyang Commandery.  Later, he successively served as the military governors of Hezhong and Zhongwu.  After his death, he was posthumously conferred the title of the Grand Tutor to the Crown Prince, and his posthumous title was "De".  Du Shenquan was serious, prudent, and taciturn. He was kind - hearted by nature.  He served in the Hanlin Academy for the longest time and never leaked any inside information.  When he was a military governor, he had a fixed place to handle official business.  Usually, he wouldn't go to his inner bedroom until it was getting dark. When sitting, he always straightened his clothes, as if he were facing important guests. Sometimes, when he took a short rest during the day, he would ask the guards on duty to draw the curtain. Even when there was no one around, he would get up by himself, remove the curtain hooks, hold the curtain and slowly lower it, and then leave. He and Du Cong both held the positions of prime minister and general. Since Du Cong was promoted earlier, people at that time called Du Shenquan "the Younger Duke Du".  

Du Shenquan's son, Du Rangneng, styled Qunyi, passed the imperial examination. He served as a Staff Officer in the military office of Wang Duo, the Military Governor of Xuanwu, and later served as a County Magistrate in Chang'an and then as a Researcher in the Institute for the Collection of Worthies. After his mother's death, he was well - known for his filial piety. He was also recruited into the military offices of Liu Ye and Niu Wei and was gradually promoted to be the Deputy Director of the Department of War. When Xiao Gou was in charge of the Ministry of Revenue, he recommended Du Rangneng to handle the accounts of the Ministry of Revenue. When Emperor Xizong fled to Sichuan, Du Rangneng rushed to the emperor's temporary residence. He was promoted three times to be the Chief Compiler of the Imperial Library and was summoned to be a Hanlin Academician. At that time, wars broke out in the eastern regions of the pass. There were a large number of military mobilizations and efforts to pacify the areas. The imperial edicts were numerous and complex. Du Rangneng was smart and quick - witted. Whenever an order was issued, he could handle things promptly and accurately without any mistakes. The emperor relied on and valued him highly. After returning to the capital with the emperor, he was promoted twice to be the Minister of War and was enfeoffed as the Viscount of Jianping County. 

When Li Keyong's troops arrived, the emperor left Fengxiang at night in a hurry without anyone knowing. Du Rangneng was on duty at that time. He walked on foot for more than ten li and found a stray horse. He used his sash as a bridle and rode it. When Zhu Mei's troops were approaching the emperor, the emperor fled to Baoji, and only Du Rangneng followed him. The next day, Kong Wei and others arrived. Soon, the emperor went on to Liang. At that time, the plank road was destroyed by Shi Junshe of Shannan. The emperor's journey was arduous and dangerous, but Du Rangneng never left his side for a moment. The emperor commended him, "I have made mistakes and lost the imperial ancestral temple twice. During these difficult times, you have never left me. You are just like those who were loyal to their duties in ancient times!" Du Rangneng bowed his head and said, "My family has received great kindness from the country for generations. Your Majesty doesn't think I'm useless and lets me defend the country. It would be a shame for me if I tried to avoid danger in times of trouble." When the emperor stopped in Baozhong, Du Rangneng was promoted to be the Deputy Minister of War and a Grand Councilor. 

At that time, Li Yun, the heir - apparent Prince Xiang, proclaimed himself emperor. Already, eighteen powerful feudal lords and large military governors had attached themselves to him. They stopped sending tributes and taxes to the emperor's temporary residence, so there was no way to reward the soldiers. The guards often lacked food, and the emperor and his ministers were at a loss and had no other strategies. Du Rangneng proposed sending a special envoy to Hezhong to persuade Wang Chongrong. Wang Chongrong indeed obeyed the imperial edict. Soon after, the capital was pacified. Du Rangneng was promoted to be the Deputy Head of the Secretariat and was enfeoffed as the Duke of Xiangyang Commandery. Many officials had served in the puppet government, and the relevant departments all wanted to sentence them to death. Du Rangneng argued that those who were coerced should not be severely punished, and he firmly contended for them, thus saving many from death. When Emperor Zhaozong ascended the throne, Du Rangneng was promoted to be the Left Chief Minister of the Secretariat and the Duke of Jin. He was granted an iron certificate of immunity and was gradually promoted to be the Grand Marshal.  

Li Maozhen was guarding Fengxiang. Since the Dashun era, his army had gradually grown stronger. Relying on his achievements, he did not abide by the law. The imperial court was weak and unable to control him. When Yang Fugong fled to Shannan, Li Maozhen wanted to annex Liang and Han. He requested to send troops to ask for punishment. Without waiting for a reply, he sent out his troops. The emperor was angry at his arbitrariness, but had no choice but to agree. After Shannan was pacified, the emperor issued an edict for Li Maozhen to take charge of Xingyuan and Wuding, and appointed Xu Yanruo as the Military Governor of Fengxiang, separating Guo and Lang prefectures and subordinating them to the Wuding Army. Li Maozhen was resentful and did not go to his post. He submitted a memorial with arrogant and disrespectful words. He also wrote a letter to scold Du Rangneng, accusing him of supporting Yang Shouliang to cause chaos, suppressing loyal officials, and taking away his achievements. His words were extremely vulgar. The capital was in a state of panic. Thousands of people gathered under the palace gates every day, waiting for the Chief Eunuch Ximen Chongsu to come out, and asking to give Fengxiang to Li Maozhen for the sake of the common people. Ximen Chongsu replied, "This matter is decided by the prime minister. I have nothing to do with it." Li Maozhen became even more resentful. The emperor was angry and ordered Du Rangneng to discuss the matter and urged him to mobilize troops. Du Rangneng didn't go home for a whole month.  

At that time, the prime minister Cui Zhaowei secretly colluded with Li Maozhen and Wang Xingyu. He leaked all that Du Rangneng said. Then Li Maozhen mixed hundreds of strong soldiers among the townspeople. When Cui Zhaowei and Zheng Yanchang were on their way home, they surrounded their sedan - chairs and shouted, "Fengxiang is innocent. Please don't send troops to attack it and shock the capital!" Cui Zhaowei said, "The emperor has entrusted this matter to Duke Du. How would we know?" The townspeople didn't know who the duke was, so they randomly threw tiles and stones. Cui Zhaowei and the others managed to escape, but they lost their official seals. The emperor was even more angry and arrested and executed the ringleaders. People in the capital rushed to avoid the chaos and fled to the mountains and valleys. Du Rangneng advised the emperor, "Li Maozhen surely deserves to be executed. But just as the great rebels have just been eliminated, Fengxiang is the western gate of the country. Moreover, Your Majesty has just ascended the throne. I hope Your Majesty can be a little more lenient and tolerate him as in the Zhenyuan era. We can't make him resentful." The emperor said, "Now the imperial edicts can't even reach outside the city gates. The national system is weak. This is the time like when Jia Yi wept bitterly. Can I just muddle through the days and sit back and watch this happen? You work out a plan for me. I'll assign the troops to the princes myself." Du Rangneng said, "Your Majesty wants to eliminate the over - bearing and disrespectful officials, strengthen the imperial authority, and boost the royal family. This is something that all the internal and external ministers should jointly achieve. It shouldn't be solely my responsibility." The emperor said, "You are the chief prime minister. You share weal and woe with me. What are you avoiding?" Du Rangneng wept and said, "I hold the position of prime minister and haven't asked for retirement because I want to repay Your Majesty. How can I think about myself? Moreover, Your Majesty's heart is the same as that of Emperor Xianzong. But the time is not right. Even if I end up like Chao Cuo, who was executed but couldn't eliminate the threat of the seven kingdoms, I still dare not disobey Your Majesty's edict!"  

In the second year of Jingfu, the Heir - apparent Prince Tan was appointed as the Commander - in - Chief of the Expeditionary Army, and Li Suo, a general of the Shence Army, was his deputy. They led an army of thirty thousand to send Xu Yanruo to his post. Fearing that Du Rangneng would achieve merit, Cui Zhaowei secretly told Li Maozhen, "The emperor doesn't like war. It's all the idea of Duke Du." So Li Maozhen mobilized all his troops and fought against the imperial army at Zhouzhi. The Prince Tan was defeated. Li Maozhen then advanced to Sanqiao. Du Rangneng said, "I've already predicted this. I'm willing to accept death to relieve the crisis." The emperor couldn't stop crying and said, "I've made up my mind about you!" Du Rangneng was demoted twice to be a Registrar in Leizhou. Li Maozhen still stationed his troops and demanded that Du Rangneng be killed. So Du Rangneng was given the order to commit suicide. He was fifty - three years old.  

His younger brother Du Yanlin served as the Chief Censor, and Du Honghui was the Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Revenue. Both of them were executed. The emperor mourned them deeply and later posthumously conferred on Du Rangneng the title of Grand Tutor. 

His son Du Guangyi and his second - son Du Xiao never served in the government again. Du Xiao entered the Later Liang Dynasty and became prominent and well - known in the world.  

In praise it is said: Emperor Taizong, with his supreme sage talent, overthrew the isolated Sui Dynasty and quelled numerous rebels. After the world was pacified, he appointed Fang Xuanling and Du Ruhui to assist in governing. Amid the ruins of great chaos, with the laws and regulations in disrepair, they were able to revive what was fallen and set up what was toppled, making the decrees and laws clearly and comprehensively in place. Even after hundreds of years, people still benefited from their achievements. They can truly be called famous prime ministers. However, it is difficult to find the specific details of how they achieved this. Why is that? Liu Fang of the Tang Dynasty once said, "The emperor quelled the chaos, yet Fang and Du did not claim credit; Wang Gui and Wei Zheng were good at giving admonitions, and Fang and Du yielded the credit for straightforwardness to them; Li Jing and Li Ji were proficient in military affairs, and Fang and Du supplemented them with civil governance. They presented all these merits to the emperor. Later, new officials came into power, but Fang Xuanling, holding a crucial position, was not stingy with power and had a good beginning and end. This is why he achieved a good reputation." It is probably true! Although Du Ruhui served for a relatively short time, judging from Fang Xuanling's approval and the emperor's close - knit relationship with him, his strategies must have been truly extraordinary. When the emperor and his ministers were both excellent, with their wills in harmony and opinions in accord, and they supported each other to achieve success, it was truly a once - in - a - millennium encounter. The merits of Xiao He and Cao Shen were not comparable. Nevertheless, prime ministers act on behalf of Heaven. They assist, complement, and conceal their efforts, making people follow the way without knowing it. If not for the wise and sagacious, how could this be achieved? Those who promote themselves to gain fame and make it well - known to everyone are probably just petty compared to Fang and Du!  
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Wei Zheng, styled Xuancheng, was a native of Qucheng, Weizhou. He lost his father at a young age and was down - and - out. He abandoned his family property and didn't manage it. He had great ambitions and was well - versed in books and arts. During the chaos of the Sui Dynasty, he pretended to be a Taoist priest. Yuan Baozang, the prefectural magistrate of Wuyang, raised an army to respond to Li Mi and appointed Wei Zheng to draft official documents. Whenever Li Mi received Yuan Baozang's letters, he always praised them. After learning that they were written by Wei Zheng, he quickly summoned him. Wei Zheng presented ten strategies to persuade Li Mi, but Li Mi didn't adopt them. When Wang Shichong attacked Luokou, Wei Zheng saw the Chief Clerk Zheng Ting and said, "Although Duke Wei has achieved successive victories, most of his brave generals and elite soldiers have been killed or injured. Moreover, there is no available wealth in the treasury, and soldiers are not rewarded after victories. Under these two circumstances, we can't fight. If we deepen the moats and strengthen the fortifications and protract the war, the enemy will leave when their food runs out. Then we can pursue and defeat them. This is the way to victory." Zheng Ting said, "These are just the common words of an old scholar!" Without apologizing, Wei Zheng left. 

Later, he followed Li Mi to the capital city. For a long time, he remained unknown. He volunteered to pacify Shandong, so he was promoted to be the Chief Clerk of the Imperial Library and rushed to Liyang by post - horse. At that time, Li Ji was still defending for Li Mi. Wei Zheng wrote to him, saying, "At first, Duke Wei, rising from among the rebels, waved his arms and shouted. He had hundreds of thousands of followers, and his influence covered half of the world. However, after one defeat, he never recovered and finally submitted to the Tang Dynasty. It is obvious that the Mandate of Heaven lies elsewhere. Now you are in a place of strategic importance. If you don't plan for yourself early, you will miss the great opportunity!" After receiving the letter, Li Ji made up his mind to submit to the Tang Dynasty and sent a large amount of grain to the army of the Prince of Huai'an. 

Just then, Dou Jiande captured Liyang and captured Wei Zheng. He was falsely appointed as an Official in Charge of Daily Records. After Dou Jiande was defeated, Wei Zheng and Pei Ju fled into the pass. The Crown Prince Yin recruited him as an Attendant. Wei Zheng saw that the Prince of Qin had made great achievements, so he secretly advised the Crown Prince to plan early. After the Crown Prince was defeated, the Prince of Qin reproached him and said, "You sowed discord between my brothers. What do you have to say?" Wei Zheng replied, "If the Crown Prince had listened to me earlier, he wouldn't have suffered this disaster today." The Prince of Qin appreciated his straightforwardness and harbored no ill will towards him. 

After the Prince of Qin ascended the throne, Wei Zheng was appointed as a Remonstrant Official and was enfeoffed as a Baron of Julu County. At that time, the officials in the prefectures and counties in Hebei who had previously served the Crown Prince Yin and the Prince of Qi were uneasy and often secretly planned to cause chaos. Wei Zheng told Emperor Taizong, "If you don't show absolute fairness, the disaster cannot be resolved." The emperor said, "You go to Hebei to appease them." On the way, he met Li Zhian, a Guard of the Crown Prince, and Li Sixing, a Bodyguard of the Prince of Qi, who were being escorted to the capital. Wei Zheng discussed with his deputy and said, "There is an imperial edict that all the former servants of the Crown Prince's mansion are generally pardoned. Now if we still arrest and send Li Zhian and others, who won't be self - suspicious? Even if we go there, people won't believe us." So they released them first and then reported it. When the mission was completed and he returned, the emperor was pleased and became closer to him day by day. Sometimes, the emperor would invite him into his inner chamber to consult him on affairs of the world. Wei Zheng also thought that he had met with an unprecedented encounter, so he revealed all his insights without reservation. He presented more than two hundred memorials, all of which were incisive and in line with the emperor's wishes. For this reason, he was appointed as the Right - Assistant Minister of the Department of State Affairs and concurrently as a Remonstrant Official.  

Some of the emperor's attendants slandered Wei Zheng, accusing him of favoring his relatives. The emperor sent Wen Yanbo to investigate, and it turned out to be untrue. Wen Yanbo said, "As a minister, Wei Zheng didn't conduct himself in a proper way to avoid suspicion, so he was slandered. He should be blamed." The emperor told Wen Yanbo to scold Wei Zheng. When Wei Zheng saw the emperor, he apologized and said, "I've heard that when the emperor and his ministers are of one heart, they are like one body. How can one abandon absolute fairness and focus on external conduct? If both the superior and the inferior follow this path, the rise or fall of the country is hard to predict." The emperor was startled and said, "I understand!" Wei Zheng bowed his head and said, "I hope Your Majesty will let me be a good minister rather than a loyal minister." The emperor asked, "Are a good minister and a loyal minister different?" Wei Zheng replied, "Good ministers are like Hou Ji, Xie, and Gao Yao; loyal ministers are like Guan Longfeng and Bi Gan. A good minister enjoys a good reputation himself, and the emperor gains a glorious title. Their descendants inherit their merits, and the blessings last forever. A loyal minister brings disaster and execution upon himself, and the emperor falls into a state of ignorance and evil. The country is destroyed and the family is ruined, and only an empty name is left. This is the difference." The emperor said, "Well - said." Then he asked, "What way can make a ruler wise, and what mistake can make him foolish?" Wei Zheng said, "A ruler is wise because he listens to different opinions; he is foolish because he believes only one - sided words. Emperor Yao and Emperor Shun opened the four gates, had sharp eyes and keen ears. Even with the existence of Gong Gong and Gun, they couldn't be blocked, and those who spoke plausibly but acted perversely couldn't deceive them. Emperor Ershi of the Qin Dynasty secluded himself and trusted Zhao Gao, so he didn't know that the world was in revolt.  Emperor Wu of the Liang Dynasty trusted Zhu Yi, so he didn't know that Hou Jing was approaching the pass. Emperor Yang of the Sui Dynasty trusted Yu Shiji, so he didn't know that there were rebels all over the world.  Therefore, it is said that if a ruler can listen to different opinions, villains can't block the truth, and the situation of the common people can be known."  

Zheng Renji's daughter was beautiful and talented. The queen proposed that she be made a Lady of Honor, and the imperial edict was ready. Someone said that she was already betrothed. Wei Zheng remonstrated, "Your Majesty, when you live in pavilions, you should wish the people to have houses; when you eat fine food, you should wish the people to have enough to eat; when you look at your concubines, you should wish the people to have families. Now that Zheng's daughter is already engaged, if Your Majesty takes her, is it in the spirit of being a parent to the people?" The emperor deeply blamed himself and immediately issued an edict to stop the conferment. 

In the third year of the Zhenguan era, Wei Zheng participated in the administration of state affairs as the Director of the Imperial Library. King Qu Wentai of Gaochang was about to come to court, and various countries in the Western Regions wanted to send envoys to offer tributes through Qu Wentai. The emperor ordered Qu Wentai's envoy Yanda Hegan to greet them. Wei Zheng said, "Previously, when Qu Wentai came to court, the places along the way couldn't fully provide the necessary supplies. Now, if there are also envoys from various countries, many border - area prefectures and counties will be blamed for the shortage of supplies. If they come as merchants, the people on the border can benefit from it; if they are treated as guests, the Central Plains will be severely depleted. During the Jianwu period of the Han Dynasty, the Western Regions requested to set up a Protector - General and send hostage princes, but Emperor Guangwu refused, not wanting to exhaust the Central Plains for the sake of the barbarians." The emperor said, "Well - said." and then recalled the edict. 

By the fourth year after the emperor ascended the throne, only twenty - nine people were sentenced to death in a year, and the law was almost put aside. The price of a dou of rice was only three coins. Previously, the emperor once sighed and said, "Is it very difficult to govern the country after a great upheaval?" Wei Zheng said, "It's easier to govern the country after a great upheaval, just like it's easier to feed a hungry person." The emperor said, "Doesn't it say in ancient times that only after a good person rules the country for a hundred years can he overcome cruelty and do away with capital punishment?" Wei Zheng replied, "This is not applicable to sage rulers. For sage rulers to govern, the effect is as immediate as an echo. It can be achieved within a year. It's not that difficult." Feng Deyi said, "That's not right. After the Three Dynasties, people have become more and more cunning. The Qin Dynasty relied on laws, and the Han Dynasty mixed it with the way of might. They all wanted to govern well but couldn't, not that they could govern but didn't want to. Wei Zheng is just a scholar who likes empty theories and will only disrupt the country. His words can't be listened to." Wei Zheng said, "The Five Emperors and the Three Kings didn't change the people when they carried out education. Those who practiced the way of emperors became emperors, and those who practiced the way of kings became kings. It all depends on what they do. The Yellow Emperor chased and defeated Chi You after seventy battles and then achieved inaction. The Jiuli tribe harmed virtue, and Zhuanxu conquered them and then achieved good governance. Jie caused chaos, and Tang deposed him; Zhou was immoral, and King Wu attacked him. Tang and King Wu achieved peace in their lifetimes. If people have become more and more cunning and can't return to simplicity, then they should have become ghosts and demons by now. How could they still be transformed!" Feng Deyi couldn't answer, but he still thought it was impossible in his heart. The emperor accepted Wei Zheng's opinion without hesitation. By this time, the country was well - governed. The leaders of ethnic minorities wore Han clothes and served as bodyguards with swords. To the east, it reached the sea; to the south, it went beyond the mountains. People didn't close their doors at night, and travelers didn't need to carry food, as they could get supplies along the way. The emperor said to his ministers, "It was Wei Zheng who advised me to practice benevolence and righteousness, and now it has shown results. It's a pity that Feng Deyi can't see this!" 

Soon, Wei Zheng was appointed Acting Palace Attendant and his noble rank was promoted to Duke of the Commandery. The emperor visited Jiucheng Palace. The imperial concubines were housed below Weichuan Palace. Prime Minister Li Jing and Palace Attendant Wang Gui came later, and the officials moved the imperial concubines to another place to accommodate Li Jing and Wang Gui. When the emperor heard about this, he was angry and said, "Do they have the power to do as they please? Why do they look down on my palace ladies?" He issued an edict to investigate both of them. Wei Zheng said, "Li Jing and Wang Gui are both your Majesty's trusted ministers, while the palace ladies are just servants for cleaning in the harem. When the great ministers go out, the officials consult them on the laws and regulations of the court; when they return, your Majesty asks them about the sufferings of the people. The official residence is where Li Jing and others meet the officials, and the officials can't but pay their respects. It's different for the palace ladies. Apart from providing food and supplies, there's no other need for them to interact. If you investigate the officials for this, it will shock the world." The emperor understood and dropped the matter. 

Later, at a banquet in Danxiao Tower, the emperor said to Changsun Wuji while drinking, "When Wei Zheng and Wang Gui served the Crown Prince Yin and the Prince of Qi, they were really detestable. But I can put aside my grudges and use their talents, not being inferior to the ancients. However, whenever I don't follow Wei Zheng's advice, he doesn't immediately respond when I speak. Why is that?" Wei Zheng said, "I remonstrate because I think the matter is inappropriate. If I immediately respond when you don't follow my advice, I'm afraid you'll just go ahead with it." The emperor said, "You can just respond first and then state your views separately. Is that not okay?" Wei Zheng said, "In the past, Shun warned his ministers, 'Don't just agree to someone's face and then speak ill of them behind their backs.' If it's okay to just agree to someone's face and then state different views separately, this is exactly speaking ill of someone behind their backs. This isn't how Hou Ji and others served Yao and Shun." The emperor laughed heartily and said, "People say that Wei Zheng acts carelessly, but I only see his charm!" Wei Zheng bowed twice and said, "It's because your Majesty encourages me to speak that I dare to do so. If you didn't accept my words, would I dare to repeatedly offend you?" 

In the tenth year, Wei Zheng was appointed Palace Attendant. The emperor issued an edict for Wei Zheng to handle the long - pending lawsuits in the Department of State Affairs. Wei Zheng wasn't familiar with the law, but he grasped the general principles and handled matters with empathy, which made everyone convinced. He was promoted to
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