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​​​​​The intersection of scripture, prophecy, and geopolitics has long shaped the destinies of nations and the lives of countless individuals. In the contemporary world, few places illustrate this dynamic more powerfully than Gaza and the Occupied Palestinian Territories, where theological ideas rooted in ancient texts continue to influence modern policies and perpetuate cycles of suffering and displacement.

As a Muslim scholar, I approach this subject from outside the Christian tradition, yet with a deep respect for the transformative power—and potential dangers—of religious belief. My academic journey has been shaped by a lifelong fascination with the ways sacred texts are interpreted, reinterpreted, and ultimately wielded in the public sphere. Over the years, I have witnessed how certain strands of evangelical Christian theology—particularly dispensationalism, Christian Zionism, and evangelical literalism—have evolved from specialized doctrines into influential forces guiding the actions of governments and shaping popular perceptions far beyond the walls of churches and seminaries.

This book, The Bible, Prophecy, and Gaza: Deconstructing Dispensationalism, Christian Zionism, and Evangelical Literalism, is the culmination of months spent in scholarship, dialogue, and personal reflection. At its core lies a foundational theme: a rigorous critique of the Bible, not as an attack on faith, but as an invitation to examine the origins, interpretations, and ethical implications of scripture itself. The Bible’s textual history is complex, its manuscripts diverse, and its interpretations varied across centuries and cultures. Understanding this complexity is essential, for it is often the selective reading of scripture—guided by theological and political interests—that has elevated certain doctrines to dogma and used them to justify policies with far-reaching consequences.

In exploring these themes, I have sought to apply the tools of historical-critical scholarship, drawing upon archaeological discoveries, textual analysis, and the insights of leading biblical scholars from a variety of traditions. I have engaged with voices both within and outside Christianity, recognizing that the questions raised by biblical interpretation are not confined to any one faith community. The book also incorporates perspectives from Islamic and Jewish scholarship, aiming to foster a more holistic understanding of how sacred texts function in society.

My motivation is not merely academic. The humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza, and the broader suffering across the region, have been magnified by theological constructs that claim divine sanction for exclusion, violence, and dispossession. Dispensationalist and Christian Zionist readings of prophecy and covenant have provided both moral and material support for actions that undermine peace and deepen division. As someone whose own faith tradition emphasizes justice, compassion, and the sanctity of human life, I am compelled to challenge interpretations that dehumanize and to advocate for alternatives that restore dignity and hope.

Throughout this work, I have drawn upon reports from human rights organizations, testimonies from those affected by conflict, and the lived experiences of Palestinian Christians and Muslims. By weaving together historical analysis, textual critique, and contemporary case studies, my aim is to illuminate the real-world consequences of theological ideas and to offer a path forward grounded in ethical responsibility and mutual respect.

This book is not intended to diminish the sincerity of Christian faith, nor to dismiss the profound spiritual meaning that scripture holds for millions. Rather, it is an invitation to thoughtful reconsideration—a call to examine inherited doctrines in the light of historical evidence, ethical reasoning, and the urgent demands of justice. I believe that all faith traditions, and all people of conscience, share a responsibility to challenge interpretations that perpetuate harm and to work toward a world where justice and mercy prevail.

I invite readers from all backgrounds—Christian, Muslim, Jewish, or otherwise—to approach these pages with openness, empathy, and critical thought. The questions raised here are not merely academic; they are urgent matters of life and death, dignity and reconciliation. Whether you are a person of faith, a skeptic, or simply someone concerned with the fate of humanity, my hope is that this book will challenge, inform, and inspire you.

May this journey strengthen our collective resolve to seek truth, to stand with the oppressed, and to envision a future where faith is a force for healing—where justice and peace are not distant ideals but living realities for all.

––––––––
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Dr. Mohammad Mahmoud Mandurah 

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia  

2025
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Chapter 1: Introduction – Setting the Stage
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1.1 Defining the Core Thesis and Key Concepts
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In an era marked by escalating global conflicts, deepening ideological divides, and the pervasive influence of religion on politics, few issues encapsulate the intersection of faith, power, and human suffering as starkly as the ongoing crisis in Gaza and the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT). This book, Unveiling Prophecies: Critiquing Dispensationalism, Christian Zionism, and Evangelical Literalism in the Shadow of Gaza, posits a bold and urgent argument: that certain dominant strands within evangelical theology—namely dispensationalism and Christian Zionism—have not only misinterpreted sacred texts but have actively contributed to perpetuating violence and injustice in the region. These ideologies operate under the assumption of biblical inerrancy and literalism, viewing the Bible as a divine, unchanging blueprint for contemporary geopolitics, end-times scenarios, and unwavering support for the modern state of Israel. However, as we will meticulously demonstrate throughout this work, such foundations are profoundly flawed. They rest on questionable premises about the Bible's authorship, authenticity, and historical reliability—premises that dissolve when subjected to rigorous historical-critical scholarship, archaeological evidence, and ethical reflection.

At the heart of our critique is the recognition that these theological frameworks do not exist in isolation; they shape real-world policies and attitudes, often with devastating consequences. For instance, dispensationalist interpretations of prophecies in books like Daniel or Revelation are frequently invoked to justify military actions or territorial expansions in the Middle East, framing them as fulfillments of God's eternal plan. This literalist lens ignores the Bible's complex origins as a collection of texts compiled over centuries by diverse human authors, influenced by their cultural, political, and social contexts. By dismantling these assumptions—particularly in Chapter 3, which serves as the evidential cornerstone of this book—we aim to expose how these ideologies enable a form of "prophetic politics" that prioritizes eschatological narratives over human dignity and justice.

To ground our discussion, let's define the key concepts in greater detail, drawing on their historical and theological evolution:


•  Dispensationalism: Emerging in the 19th century amid the tumultuous religious landscape of post-Reformation Europe and America, dispensationalism was popularized by figures like John Nelson Darby of the Plymouth Brethren. It divides human history into distinct "dispensations" or epochs, each governed by different divine principles. Central to this system is a premillennial eschatology, which anticipates Christ's return before a thousand-year reign, often interpreted through literal readings of apocalyptic texts. For example, the "rapture" doctrine—derived from a selective interpretation of 1 Thessalonians 4:17—posits that true believers will be whisked away before a period of global tribulation, with Israel playing a pivotal role in the end times. This framework has influenced millions, particularly in evangelical circles, fostering a worldview where current events, such as conflicts in the Middle East, are seen as signs of impending divine judgment.

•  Christian Zionism: Building directly on dispensationalism, Christian Zionism interprets biblical promises to Abraham (e.g., Genesis 12:1-3, where God vows to bless those who bless Israel) as mandates for modern political support of the Jewish state. This movement gained momentum in the 20th century, aligning with the establishment of Israel in 1948, which many viewed as a miraculous fulfillment of prophecy. Organizations like Christians United for Israel (CUFI) exemplify this, lobbying for U.S. policies that provide unconditional aid to Israel, often framing opposition as defiance of God's will. Critically, this ideology frequently overlooks or minimizes Palestinian narratives, reducing complex geopolitical issues to a binary of divine favor versus curse.

•  Evangelical Literalism: This broader hermeneutical approach, prevalent in many evangelical traditions, insists on the Bible's absolute inerrancy and literal interpretation, as articulated in the 1978 Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy. It claims that the scriptures, in their original autographs, are without error in matters of history, science, and theology. While this fosters a sense of certainty, it often resists scholarly insights into textual variants, redaction, or cultural influences, leading to rigid applications in contemporary debates.



Our core thesis asserts that these intertwined ideologies, by clinging to a flawed literalism, have fueled dehumanization and enabled atrocities in Gaza and the OPT. They exert significant influence on U.S. foreign policy—through evangelical voting blocs and lobbying—providing theological justification for billions in military aid and arms transfers that sustain the conflict. Yet, as previewed here and unpacked in depth in Chapter 3, the Bible is far from the monolithic, divinely dictated oracle these groups portray. It is a profound but human artifact, shaped by oral traditions, editorial processes, and historical contingencies. By deconstructing these elements—such as the composite authorship of the Pentateuch or the contextual nature of prophetic writings—we reveal the theological house of cards upon which dispensationalism and Christian Zionism stand. This book is not an attack on Christianity or evangelicalism as a whole but a call to reclaim faith from distortions that prioritize apocalyptic fantasies over ethical imperatives like those in Micah 6:8: to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly.
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1.2 Contextualizing the Gaza War and OPT Atrocities
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The Gaza Strip, a narrow coastal enclave measuring just 141 square miles and home to approximately 2.3 million Palestinians, represents one of the most densely populated and besieged territories on Earth. Its plight, intensified by the events following the October 7, 2023, Hamas attacks on Israel—which killed around 1,200 Israelis and took over 250 hostages—has evolved into a protracted humanitarian catastrophe extending into 2025. Israel's military response, characterized by extensive airstrikes, ground incursions, and a blockade, has led to unprecedented levels of destruction and loss of life. As of September 2025, conservative estimates from the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) report over 50,000 Palestinian fatalities, with children comprising at least 15,000 of these deaths.​[1] The Gaza Health Ministry, corroborated by international observers, details how entire neighborhoods have been reduced to rubble, with over 100,000 injuries and a healthcare system on the brink of total collapse.

Compounding this is a dire famine crisis, as classified by the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC). In mid-2025, the IPC warned that 96% of Gaza's population faces acute food insecurity, with over 500,000 individuals in catastrophic hunger phases, including widespread child malnutrition and starvation-related deaths.​[2] The blockade has restricted essential supplies, leading to scenes of families scavenging for food amid contaminated water sources and overflowing sewage systems. Personal testimonies, such as those from Gaza residents documented by Human Rights Watch, paint a harrowing picture: "We are living in tents on the ruins of our homes, with no clean water or medicine for our children," shared one displaced mother in a 2025 report.​[3]

This suffering is not confined to Gaza. In the broader Occupied Palestinian Territories, including the West Bank and East Jerusalem, the situation has deteriorated markedly. Settler violence has escalated, with the UN documenting over 1,200 incidents in 2025 alone, resulting in hundreds of Palestinian casualties, home demolitions, and land confiscations.​[4] These acts often occur under the protection of Israeli security forces, contributing to a fragmented landscape where Palestinian communities are isolated by checkpoints, walls, and expanding settlements. Amnesty International's updated 2025 report describes this as a system of "apartheid," characterized by discriminatory laws and practices that entrench inequality and enable ethnic cleansing.​[5]

What elevates this crisis from a regional conflict to a global moral imperative is its deep entanglement with theological ideologies. Dispensationalism and Christian Zionism provide a religious veneer for Israel's actions, portraying them as fulfillments of biblical prophecies—such as the "ingathering of exiles" in Isaiah 11 or the restoration of Israel in Ezekiel 37. Influential figures like Pastor John Hagee of CUFI have publicly declared events in Gaza as steps toward the "end times," dismissing Palestinian hardships as unfortunate but prophetically necessary. This narrative dehumanizes victims, framing them as obstacles in a divine drama. However, as we will explore in Chapter 3, such literalist interpretations ignore the Bible's own historical contexts—prophetic books written during times of Babylonian exile or Roman occupation, not as endorsements of modern militarism. By linking these ideologies to the tangible horrors in Gaza, this book underscores how flawed biblical exegesis enables U.S.-backed policies that perpetuate the cycle of violence, from precision-guided munitions to vetoes of UN cease-fire resolutions.
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1.3 Authorial Motivation and Methodological Approach
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This book is born from a profound personal and intellectual journey, rooted in my experiences as a scholar navigating the intersections of faith, history, and human rights. Growing up in a conservative evangelical environment, I was immersed in teachings that celebrated Israel's role in prophecy, often at the expense of empathy for Palestinian narratives. It was during my studies in biblical archaeology and theology that I encountered the dissonance: how could a faith centered on love and justice rationalize such suffering? Witnessing the 2023-2025 escalations in Gaza—through media reports, activist networks, and conversations with affected communities—crystallized my motivation. I saw evangelical leaders invoking scripture to defend policies that led to child casualties and famine, all while ignoring scholarly critiques of those very texts. This book is my response: a rigorous effort to liberate Christianity from these distortions, fostering a faith that prioritizes peace over prophecy.

Methodologically, we adopt a multifaceted, evidence-based framework to ensure our critique is both scholarly and accessible:


•  Historical-Critical Scholarship: This involves analyzing the Bible through lenses of form criticism, redaction criticism, and source criticism. For example, the Documentary Hypothesis, which attributes the Pentateuch to multiple authors (J, E, P, D sources) compiled over centuries, challenges claims of singular Mosaic authorship.​[6]

•  Archaeological and Textual Evidence: Drawing on excavations in sites like Jericho or Hazor, we highlight gaps between biblical accounts (e.g., the conquest narratives in Joshua) and material remains, suggesting legendary rather than historical elements.​[7]

•  Human Rights and Geopolitical Data: We rely on verifiable sources, including UN reports, Amnesty International investigations, and U.S. Congressional Research Service (CRS) analyses of aid flows, to quantify the human and policy impacts.

•  Theological and Ethical Analysis: Engaging both conservative and progressive voices, we propose alternatives like liberation theology, which reads scripture through the lens of the oppressed, as seen in works by Gustavo Gutiérrez.​[8]



Chapter 3 stands as the book's analytical foundation, synthesizing insights from pivotal texts such as Emanuel Tov’s Textual Criticism of the Hebrew Bible​[9]; Bart D. Ehrman's Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and Why​[10], which reveals how scribal errors and intentional changes in New Testament manuscripts; Richard Elliott Friedman's Who Wrote the Bible?​[11], offering a detailed case for the Documentary Hypothesis; Metzger & Ehrman’s The Text of the New Testament: Its Transmission, Corruption, and Restoration​[12], analyzing the problems in the New Testament; and Israel Finkelstein and Neil Asher Silberman's The Bible Unearthed: Archaeology's New Vision of Ancient Israel and the Origin of Its Sacred Texts​[13], which uses empirical data to reframe Old Testament history. Additional references include Finkel’s The Ark Before Noah: Decoding the Story of the Flood ​[14], discussing the influence of myths on the Old Testament; John J. Collins' The Apocalyptic Imagination​[15] for New Testament eschatology and Elaine Pagels' The Origin of Satan​[16] for contextualizing demonic imagery in prophecy. These works collectively demonstrate the Bible's richness as a human endeavor, inviting readers to move beyond literalism toward a more nuanced faith.
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1.4 Structure Overview and Reader Invitation
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This book is structured to build a layered, compelling argument, guiding readers from foundational critiques to actionable reforms. Here's a detailed overview:


•  Chapter 2 traces the historical roots of dispensationalism and Christian Zionism, examining key figures like Darby and Scofield while previewing biblical flaws.

•  Chapter 3, the evidential heart, deconstructs biblical authorship, authenticity, and reliability, with case studies directly challenging ideological claims.

•  Chapter 4 documents the human costs in Gaza and the OPT, using data and testimonies to illustrate suffering.

•  Chapter 5 analyzes U.S. enabling through evangelical influence, linking policy to theological missteps.

•  Chapter 6 explores ethical repercussions and alternatives, such as contextual hermeneutics.

•  Chapter 7 concludes with calls to action, including a Q&A appendix for common objections.



I extend a sincere invitation to you, the reader—be you a committed evangelical, a curious skeptic, or an advocate for justice—to engage this material thoughtfully. This is not about eroding faith but enriching it. As the apostle Paul urged in 1 Thessalonians 5:21, "Test everything; hold fast to what is good." Reflect on this prompt as you proceed: If the Bible's prophecies are products of their time, how might that transform your understanding of conflicts like Gaza? Another consideration: In what ways have your own beliefs been shaped by literalist teachings, and what might a more contextual approach reveal? Through open dialogue, we can envision a "prophetic peace" that honors scripture's call to justice.
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