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The Church is sailing in dangerous waters, lost in the tides of humanism, enlightenment and New Age teachings. Its halls and chambers are filled with greed, lust, and the hunger for power, status, wealth and recognition.

The Church is in a state of apostasy, allowing same-sex marriages, all the while placing man’s agenda on a higher pedestal than the Kingdom of God. Paganism and New Age teachings are still rife in its midst. Why is this so? Because modern-day spiritual leaders have placed themselves on this god-like platform, and according to them, they are not allowed to be rebuked, reproofed, or corrected. The Church is on an ego trip, blinded by the entrapments of power, status and wealth.

Funny enough, it is a shock to some to hear about spiritual abuse in the Churches, as if it is something “new”.

The problem is, it is not new, but it has always been with us ever since the Church became an institution and structured. And spiritual abuse is not only happening in a few isolated churches. If you study the dilemma, for example, of the clergy and laity divides, you will notice that spiritual abuse is not so uncommon, but a huge problem.

It is because of the Church's lack of discernment, ignorance and the prevailing attitude of turning a blind eye to iniquity that we have chosen to ignore the danger signs of spiritual abuse and the pending impact on believers. It is the same with the issue of simony, which is the modern-day way of trying to pay for an office in ministry, or trying to bribe God for spiritual gifts. Simony is never taught or discussed because of the Church’s lack of wisdom and discernment. Similarly, we have chosen to accept the divide that exists between the laity and the clergy, which is also a fallacy.

Spiritual abuse, often subtle, is hardly a new phenomenon and is clearly evident from day one in the Catholic Church, for example. After all, if the priest has the supposed power to absolve and pardon when it comes to sins, you can imagine what a power trip any priest must be on! And then you had the practices of indulgences, where people tried to pay their way into heaven! And so the Church became rich because it exploited people’s blind ignorance and lack of wisdom. But the Protestant Church is not any better – today you have the one pastor system.

This spiritual leader lauds over the congregation, and he or she determines who ministers, how they minister, what doctrines are allowed and many other operational functions. Because of this totalitarian structure, spiritual warfare is no longer on the agenda because pastors or spiritual leaders have simply rejected the idea of the devil or demons.

A gathering of saints should be a place of mentoring, nurturing, empowerment, discipleship, and above all, for each and every believer to live out their ministry, especially beyond the four walls of the church building. It should not be a place of manipulation, exploitation, intimidation, and abuse. For example, how many believers aren’t bullied into becoming members of a church, even though that is not even Scriptural? 

What we are seeing in churches is shocking. What we are watching is not random. It is not a bad week. It is not a strange season. It is the beginning of the threshing floor.

Every few days, another so-called ‘giant’ of the faith falls. Another name gets exposed. Another platform cracks. Another brand bleeds out in public. This is what happens when the House of God gets hijacked by celebrity culture, business models, empire building, manipulation, and pyramid schemes wearing church clothes.

This is what happens when platforms get bigger than prayer rooms. When branding gets louder than brokenness. When charisma replaces character. When gifting is exalted over holiness. When signs and wonders become performance art. When prophecy becomes a hustle. When healing becomes a sales pitch. When the sheep become data points, donors, and consumers instead of souls.

We have leaders actively engaging in deep carnality while still traveling, still preaching, still laying hands on people, still taking honorariums, still acting like they are qualified to stand in pulpits they have no business touching in that condition. They stand on stages preaching about the restoring power of God while their own house is on fire. They talk about covenant while violating covenant. They preach purity yet they flirt with profane fire. 

That is not restoration. That is theatre. That is not ministry. That is deception. That is not grace. That is rebellion with a microphone.

Grace does not excuse what God judges. Grace does not cover what man refuses to repent of. Grace does not mean the sheep should be sacrificed to protect a preacher’s brand. Cover-up culture must die and we need to kill the culture that protects platforms over people. We need to kill the culture that shields predators. We need to kill the culture that rewards charisma while ignoring corruption.

Let holiness come back. Let trembling come back. Let repentance come back. Let truth come back. Let clean hands come back. Let clean lips come back. Let real shepherds rise again. Let the wolves be named. Let the hirelings be exposed. Let the Church stop confusing giftedness with godliness. Judgment begins in the House of God. And it has begun because the threshing floor is here.

The fire is here and the exposing is here.

Jesus is not coming back for a celebrity machine. He is coming back for a spotless Bride. And the Bride will be purified, even if the fire has to hit the pulpit first.

We need to build God’s Kingdom, yet we keep building our kingdoms of gold and silver. We must remember that the "sheep" do not belong to the pastor or the local church; they belong to the Great Shepherd, Jesus Christ. Yet leaders lord and rule over the sheep as if they are their possession, If they find food and growth in another "field," we should rejoice that they are being fed, not weep because they left ours.

The church sits with a territorial heart, meaning we are not building the Kingdom globally, but personal places where we can exert dominion and authority. It invites disorder. It turns the Kingdom of God into a competition. We become blinded by our own "loss" and fail to see the beauty of God’s work in the larger Body of Christ.

The Kingdom is bigger than one local church. Our goal isn't to build our own "farm" but to expand God’s Kingdom. A healthy church is a sending church, not a holding cell. True ministry is about stewardship, not ownership. Yes, we must focus on the Mission, not the position. 

1 Corinthians 14 says, “26 What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When you come together, each of you has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. Everything must be done so that the church may be built up. 27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, two—or at the most three—should speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret. 28 If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and to God.

Paul speaks here about a healthy church structure where the holy priesthood functions as one, and not where only a “selected” few do the ministry. This is confirmed by “Acts 2: 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.”

Yes, Paul did write about the role of the overseers (bishops) and the deacons (1 Timothy 3), but this was in reference to appointing some to keep an eye over the behaviour of the believers, including their own, and making sure God’s Truth is kept pure at all times. This is why he made mention of the importance of the character of such men, who will then ultimately not be abused by power or be deceived or who would be prone to exploitation and manipulation. 

We have to remember that when we read about deacons and bishops, we immediately place them in the context of modern-day church structures. 2000 years, there was no such church structure or the clergy vs laity system. Across Jerusalem, Asia Minor, Greece, Rome were scattered believers trying to survive persecution and being ridiculed. Men were appointed as deacons and overseers to try, and keep some form of order, especially those who were Jews who accepted Jesus. Yet, what was happening at that time was far removed from the structures of the Catholic or even Protestant churches.

1 Corinthians 12: 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31 Now eagerly desire the greater gifts.

Since we have structured the Church, we have also structured 1 Corinthians 12 into fixed offices to lead the Church! Paul writes about apostles and prophets and about the different gifts, but nowhere does he even mention any form of structure. After all, this passage is about the unity of the Body of Christ and how everybody has a part to play.

You simply cannot find in the writing of Paul the concept of a clergy lauding over laity – that is a modern-day invention that was birthed with the structuring of the pastoral office during the Reformation. Yet we have taken this Scripture and made a doctrine. Yet Paul never formally talked about a five-fold ministry that rules and reigns! It is simply an invention of man. It is the same with those who formalise the gifts of the Spirit and the offices of servanthood. There is so much religion and traditionalism in the churches that we cannot even see when we have blindly followed a doctrine that is the invention of man’s imagination.

The problem is, we don’t really know how the Church should run anymore because of our religion and traditions! We are so focused on church buildings, services, sermons and church membership, we are beyond radically abandoning our ways to again listen to God.

The original blueprint was house churches. Take time and read the volume of work called House Churches: The Blueprint. It explains how elders were mere servants, and the fivefold ministry equipped, and how house churches formed a network to work together to fulfill the Great Commission.

The big problem spiritually, when it comes to spiritual abuse and hyper-authoritarian churches, is dealing with the dangers of silencing God. It says in “1 Thessalonians 5: 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not treat prophecies with contempt.”

So often you will find in such a church environment where the spiritual leader (s) laud over the congregation like a task master that man ultimately takes the place of God and thus becomes a god to the people. What happens is that the flow of the Holy Spirit is quenched and the work of the Spirit is stifled.

Think about this – the Spirit came to lead us in all truth, so if there is so much difference regarding the truth, then where is the Spirit in the Church? The answer should be quite simple. The Spirit has been quenched and not allowed to operate because of the controlling and manipulative nature of some church environments where the leadership overrides the work of the Holy Spirit.

Take note of verse 20, where it speaks about treating prophecy with contempt. The prophetic word, when truly spoken in the Spirit, has always existed to lead and guide the people on the right path. Sadly, the devil has countered the prophetic movement with counterfeit deception in the form of misdirected and misguided prophecies. 

False prophets and false prophecies abound in the Church. Yet, when a true word is spoken to guide the Church on the right path of truth, many times such a word will be dismissed or argued against by those who seek to maintain control. Thus, you will often find in hyper-authoritarian churches that the truth of God is also manipulated for gain, even at the expense of the Holy Spirit and of prophecy being heard and acted upon. True prophets are treated like rebels and misfits because they challenge the religious spirit!

Sadly, the Lord many times is not allowed to operate even in His own church because of man wanting to take the central stage, resulting in spiritual abuse, the quenching of prophecy and the quenching of the Holy Spirit. As soon as a person feels that man wants to override the work of the Holy Spirit on a personal level, then this is a clear sign of spiritual abuse. When man insists his truth shall alone be adhered to, even when it contradicts the voice of the Spirit, then spiritual abuse is evident. When one feels constantly manipulated, controlled and exploited for the agendas of man at the expense of the Kingdom of God, then spiritual abuse is rife. We need to wake up and take note of spiritual abuse in all forms.

Jesus made it blatantly clear that He is the Lord of the Church and not man. We are all the Church on earth, and yes, some have been appointed to act as guardians and overseers in Spirit and Truth, but not to act like gods or to take the place of the Lord. There is a fine line when being led by a mentor as a form of discipleship and when having to submit to blind obedience. As we will discuss later in this volume of work, discipleship is important for church growth, but there is a difference when people are equipped not to become disciples of the Lord but rather to become puppets of a church group/denomination.

This again reminds me of the prophetic imagery the Lord once showed about a puppet on a string. The question remains: Who is pulling your strings? God or man? One is supposed to be discipled to disciple others, while one is supposed to be mentored to become a mentor. But all of this is done under the headship and authority of God. It should be done completely in Truth and in the Spirit.

Yet, so often you find that someone is discipled in the ways of a certain church group or denomination, instead of the ways of the Lord. This reminds me of a cult.

Members of a cult are also mentored and discipled to follow the leader and to follow the leader. Discipleship and mentorship are for the purpose of bringing someone into maturity of the Lord so that they may walk in the presence of the Lord in order to build the Kingdom of God on earth. 

But when we disciple someone to follow the church constitution, or the church doctrine, or the vision of man, all at the expense of the Truth of God, or the vision of God or God’s plan and purposes, then it smacks of a cult.

We need to beware of spiritual abuse and how it tastes like a cult! God should always remain in control, and His will, way and truth are final and shall not be compromised.

Listen to Jeremiah 8: “‘How can you say, “We are wise, for we have the law of the LORD,” when actually the lying pen of the scribes has handled it falsely?

9 The wise will be put to shame; they will be dismayed and trapped. Since they have rejected the word of the LORD, what kind of wisdom do they have? 10 Therefore I will give their wives to other men and their fields to new owners. From the least to the greatest, all are greedy for gain; prophets and priests alike, all practice deceit. 11 They dress the wound of my people as though it were not serious. “Peace, peace,” they say, when there is no peace.

It is clear from this Scripture that we are dealing with priest and prophets who have their own agenda, who practice exploitation, and who pretend all is well, yet clearly there is something terrible amiss. 

Again, notice verse 8: “‘How can you say, “We are wise, for we have the law of the LORD,” when actually the lying pen of the scribes has handled it falsely?” 

What you're dealing with here is the false interpretation of God’s Truth and the subsequent false teaching of such interpretations. And the people actually thought they were wise because they thought they were walking in the Truth of the Lord [at the time embodied in the Law of Moses], but were actually holding onto something false. Is this not the case of what is happening these days in the Churches? 

Doctrines are formulated based on man’s own agenda and wisdom, formulated based on rational interpretation and such doctrines are falsely spoon-fed to the masses. In the meantime, the congregation thinks they are wise because they are ”learning” and are being taught the truth, yet in the meantime, the “scribes” – who are the preachers and teachers of today – are handling God’s Word falsely.

In Jeremiah 8, the pastor's prominence was thus more important than the legitimate needs of the congregation. He was also declaring deception, crying “peace, peace” when there is no peace. In other words, in our modern day context, many believers who sit in Sunday services think everything is alright by clearly there are terrible misconceptions afoot. Discernment is required.

Churches have become like businesses, where the congregation is the client who needs to buy the product, which is the “Gospel”. So the pastor, who acts more like a CEO than a spiritual leader, has to sell the “product”; otherwise, his “business” will not flourish. And so staff meetings focus on marketing initiatives that will bring more people—who will bring in more tithes and offerings—into the sanctuary. Church services become about external appearances, thus whitewashed tombs that are full of dead men's bones.

Jesus addressed spiritual abuse in His day. Beyond His warnings about the Pharisees, Jesus also pointed out ravenous wolves. These ravenous wolves look like anointed prophets, but their motives are dastardly. Today, the spiritually abusive Pharisaical pastor has a long list of rules and demands and little grace for those who don't rise to the occasion.

Often Scripture is quoted out of Psalm 105 or 1 Chronicles 16 about not judging God’s anointed. Yet, if you read these passages in context, this has to do with Israel as a people who were favoured and had a Covenant with God. It was about not killing or harming God’s people. It had nothing to do with the anointing or the offices of priests.

“Do not touch God’s anointed” is but another example of how spiritual leaders have twisted Scriptures in order to “control” and “manipulate” the flock to adhere to their teachings, even if it means disobeying the Holy Spirit or ignoring the Truth of the Lord. As soon as someone wants to say something in terms of corrections against the leadership, often such a person will be seen as being cynical, sceptical, rebellious, or simply have a critical or negative spirit. Such a person will then be rebuked for wanting to speak the truth (if the truth came from the Lord)!

And this is what has happened to God’s true prophets – they have been silenced, for they have been labelled as rebellious and out of God’s will. After all, the institutionalised Church is a huge machinery, so surely the argument goes it has to be right and the rest wrong? Again, this refers to Jeremiah 8. As we will see later when discussing cults, this mentality of exclusivism and the idea of us vs the rest is a key characteristic of a cult.

God’s true word is constantly undermined by the deceptive workers within the church – intentionally or unintentionally – and by the workers of iniquity.

In Ezekiel 2, you will find Ezekiel’s calling to be a prophet: 3 He said: “Son of man, I am sending you to the Israelites, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have been in revolt against me to this very day. 4 The people to whom I am sending you are obstinate and stubborn. Say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says.’ 5 And whether they listen or fail to listen—for they are a rebellious people—they will know that a prophet has been among them. 6 And you, son of man, do not be afraid of them or their words. Do not be afraid, though briers and thorns are all around you and you live among scorpions. Do not be afraid of what they say or be terrified by them, though they are a rebellious people. 7 You must speak my words to them, whether they listen or fail to listen, for they are rebellious. 8 But you, son of man, listen to what I say to you. Do not rebel like that rebellious people; open your mouth and eat what I give you.” 9 Then I looked, and I saw a hand stretched out to me. In it was a scroll, 10 which he unrolled before me. On both sides of it were written words of lament and mourning and woe.

So often, as the Lord has revealed in my spirit, it is they who carry God’s true word who are seen as the rebellious ones who are too stubborn to walk in the truth of the totalitarian pastor. In the case of Ezekiel, God reminded him that Ezekiel is not the rebellious one but he needs to go and address those who are stubborn. Ezekiel is bolstered by the Lord’s command to keep speaking to truth, even though the rebuke or correction (represented by the scroll) may be filled with lament, mourning and woe.

We have after all become so scared to offend or rebuke, steering away from any words of lament, mourning and woe! We preach love yet forget to fear the Lord. The reality is, people within the church needs to be corrected or rebuked in Spirit and in Truth, because there is only blessing and God’s favour when we are in His will. What benefit is there to allow someone to continue out of God’s will, walking in sin or idolatry or deception, just for the sake of not wanting to offend?

We have to realise more than ever there are those within the Church, who as in the days of Ezekiel, are in fact the rebellious one for walking their own path, seeking their own truth, and declaring their own doctrines. And yes, many of them are in fact the leadership, and many of them are in fact so stubborn and blinded by arrogance and pride that they refuse correction. 

The result is that if they continue to work their deception, then scores of believers who make up the congregation will be deceived and remain in spiritual bondage. So if we continue to let people preach and teach deception, not rebuking or correcting because of the fear of man or guilt or not wanting to offend, all that is allowed is for the blood of those who are, in turn, being deceived to come upon our hands.

Again, we refer to Ezekiel 33. Renewal of Ezekiel’s Call as Watchman: 1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “Son of man, speak to your people and say to them: ‘When I bring the sword against a land, and the people of the land choose one of their men and make him their watchman, 3 and he sees the sword coming against the land and blows the trumpet to warn the people, 4 then if anyone hears the trumpet but does not heed the warning and the sword comes and takes their life, their blood will be on their own head. 5 Since they heard the sound of the trumpet but did not heed the warning, their blood will be on their own head. If they had heeded the warning, they would have saved themselves. 6 But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet to warn the people and the sword comes and takes someone’s life, that person’s life will be taken because of their sin, but I will hold the watchman accountable for their blood.’ 7 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the people of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give them warning from me. 8 When I say to the wicked, ‘You wicked person, you will surely die,’ and you do not speak out to dissuade them from their ways, that wicked person will die for[a] their sin, and I will hold you accountable for their blood. 9 But if you do warn the wicked person to turn from their ways and they do not do so, they will die for their sin, though you yourself will be saved.

The teaching of Jesus on not judging has also been grossly misunderstood, for while we cannot judge someone for who they are and while we must be careful not to judge by our flesh or by our humanity, we must, however, move by the Spirit and correct those, and ourselves, when they are inflicting harm to the Kingdom of God or walking out of the will or the truth of the Lord. 

We need to address fallacies and deceptions for people who are getting spiritually abused and hurt. Even worse, if we ignore the abuse of the deception, so many believers end up spiritual captives to the ploys of the devil.

To correct and to be corrected is not about punishment, because there is a blessing and favour when we are in the will of the Lord. Anything beyond the will of the Lord is where the devil roams. We all have a duty as God’s watchmen and His servants to stand up for God’s truth, and we must all be held accountable to our sisters and brothers in Jesus.

Paul understood this concept, and he was not shy to rebuke or to reproof, because erroneous teachings, false words, immoral behaviour and disrespectful acts are like a cancer that spreads throughout the Body and reflects negatively on the Kingdom of Heaven. Sure, there needs to be respect for those who are in the anointing of God and in a certain office, but such respect does not mean blind silence and allowing an error, an iniquity or a sin to be overlooked. We are involved in a spiritual war, but we need to make sure we do not contribute to the spiritually fallen!

Even Peter wrote about the dangers of the “false teachers” spreading their lies and deceptions. 2 Peter 2: False Teachers and Their Destruction: 1 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. 2 Many will follow their depraved conduct and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. 3 In their greed these teachers will exploit you with fabricated stories. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping. 4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them in chains of darkness[b] to be held for judgment; 5 if he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others; 6 if he condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and made them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; 7 and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by the depraved conduct of the lawless 8 (for that righteous man, living among them day after day, was tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)— 9 if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to hold the unrighteous for punishment on the day of judgment. 10 This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire of the flesh and despise authority. Bold and arrogant, they are not afraid to heap abuse on celestial beings; 11 yet even angels, although they are stronger and more powerful, do not heap abuse on such beings when bringing judgment on them from the Lord. 12 But these people blaspheme in matters they do not understand. They are like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct, born only to be caught and destroyed, and like animals they too will perish.”

As soon as anybody is “beyond” correction, or reproof, therefore being beyond being held accountable, then pride, ego and arrogance is active, which leads to deception.

Satan is the master of deception, and he attacks every believer daily. He has been busy with this work since the days of Paradise, and he knows how fragile mankind is. This is why we need to remain accountable, lest we be deceived beyond the point of knowing we have been tricked.

A lot of people believe in certain doctrines to be the truth, but once the deception is revealed, then truth dawns and sets us free. Jesus came to set the captives free (Isaiah 61). And it doesn’t matter how long a person has walked with the Lord, or has been in ministry, or his status in the Body of Christ; such a person must be willing to listen and accept rebuke or correction if needed. Many spiritual leaders claim they are beyond such rebuke or correction, while others will say they have close advisors to whom they are accountable.

In reality, one should accept rebuke or correction from anybody when the Lord speaks, be it the janitor of the church or even a child. Our close confidants often know too well and often speak out of loyalty or even in the flesh, yet at times we need to hear it straight from someone who holds no such loyalty.

But in the cChurches, many of the spiritual leaders are not accessible, unlike Jesus, and no one with a word from God is allowed to approach the “high and mighty” because of crazy doctrines such as “not touching God’s anointed”. God has always and will continue to lead His Church by the prophetic, yet the true prophetic voice is not allowed to operate in the Churches, because the prophetic word brings correction and judgment where the Church has stepped out of God’s will and Kingdom. The truth can hurt, but it also sets us free.

In 1 Corinthians 5, Paul deals with reports of incest in the Church. “1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that even pagans do not tolerate: A man is sleeping with his father’s wife. 2 And you are proud! Shouldn’t you rather have gone into mourning and have put out of your fellowship the man who has been doing this? 3 For my part, even though I am not physically present, I am with you in spirit. As one who is present with you in this way, I have already passed judgment in the name of our Lord Jesus on the one who has been doing this. 4 So when you are assembled and I am with you in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is present, 5 hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord. 6 Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough?  7 Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch—as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old bread leavened with malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— 10 not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case, you would have to leave this world. 11 But now I am writing to you that you must not associate with anyone who claims to be a brother or sister but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or slanderer, a drunkard or swindler. Do not even eat with such people. 12 What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? 13 God will judge those outside. “Expel the wicked person from among you.”

Paul addressed the matter of incest by dealing directly with the dangers of leaving sin to go unchecked. He therefore makes the point that sin is like yeast that affects the entire batch, thus meaning that sin in general when not addressed within the Church can become like a cancer affecting the entire Body of the Lord on earth. He even goes as far as to highlight the need to “expel the wicked person”.

In Galatians 2, Paul rebukes Cephas (Peter): 11 When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. 12 For before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. 13 The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. 14 When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? 15 “We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles 16 know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified. 17 “But if, in seeking to be justified in Christ, we Jews find ourselves also among the sinners, doesn’t that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not! 18 If I rebuild what I destroyed, then I really would be a lawbreaker. 19 “For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!”

When it comes to the Body of Christ, to the Kingdom of God and His Truth, there is no room for silence or passivity when dealing with heresy, falseness, deception and iniquity. It will run like a cancer in the Body, afflicting all that it touches. It needs to be addressed spiritually, and always in love and in truth.

In the case regarding the dispute with Peter, the matter that was being addressed is if a Christian, whether a Jew or Gentile, is required to keep the Mosaic Law. Peter was seen as being hypocritical, first eating with Gentiles, then withdrawing from them. Paul, on numerous occasions in the book of Galatians, deals with the issue of law and faith, and how the law can entangle one spiritually.

To Timothy, Paul said the following: 14 Keep reminding God’s people of these things. Warn them before God against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 16 Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly. 17 Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18 who have departed from the truth. They say that the resurrection has already taken place, and they destroy the faith of some. 19 Nevertheless, God’s solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: “The Lord knows those who are his,” and “Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness.”

Paul was not in the game of selfish criticism and seeking to harm other people’s reputations. He was addressing heresy and false actions because they affected the Church, and they made a mockery of the truth of the Lord.

Now, if we do not wish to listen to Paul, then let us listen to Jesus, who says in Matthew 18 regarding dealing with sin in the Church: 15 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector. The words of Jesus in verse 17 echoes the words of Paul, when He talks about expelling the wicked person.

There are many ways man and ultimately Satan will use to pervert the Word of God. False teachers and prophets will continue to deny the Saviour of whom the Scriptures speak (2 Peter 2:1). Others will distort or dilute the Scriptures (2 Corinthians 2:17; 4:2; 2 Peter 3:16). Some will add to them or take away from them (Revelation 22:18-19).

Still others will doubt the Word, scoffing at its promises or warnings (2 Peter 3:3-4).

Consider how false prophets are consistently rebuked throughout Scripture. After all, they sow deception. Sometimes, such deception is intentional, and sometimes, it is not (read Ezekiel 34).

Consider also “Deuteronomy 13: Worshiping Other Gods: 1 If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you and announces to you a sign or wonder, 2 and if the sign or wonder spoken of takes place, and the prophet says, “Let us follow other gods” (gods you have not known) “and let us worship them,” 3 you must not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer. The LORD your God is testing you to find out whether you love him with all your heart and with all your soul. 4 It is the LORD your God you must follow, and him you must revere. Keep his commands and obey him; serve him and hold fast to him. 5 That prophet or dreamer must be put to death for inciting rebellion against the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt and redeemed you from the land of slavery. That prophet or dreamer tried to turn you from the way the LORD your God commanded you to follow. You must purge the evil from among you. 6 If your very own brother, or your son or daughter, or the wife you love, or your closest friend secretly entices you, saying, “Let us go and worship other gods” (gods that neither you nor your ancestors have known, 7 gods of the peoples around you, whether near or far, from one end of the land to the other), 8 do not yield to them or listen to them. Show them no pity. Do not spare them or shield them. 9 You must certainly put them to death. Your hand must be the first in putting them to death, and then the hands of all the people. 10 Stone them to death, because they tried to turn you away from the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 11 Then all Israel will hear and be afraid, and no one among you will do such an evil thing again.”

Compare this to the teaching of Paul in 2 Corinthians 11 when dealing with false apostles: 4 For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the Spirit you received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it easily enough.

It is clear Paul urges the believers to take a stand against deception, lies, deceit and apostasy. The Body of Christ should not be accepting such deception easily.

God’s Truth is under attack. In 2 Peter 1, Peter, knowing that his days were numbered, reminded his readers of those truths which they had already learned (cf. vv. 12-14). Peter stressed two other truths regarding the Word of God in his second epistle. 

The Word of God is a certain word, a Word to which God Himself gave testimony, and of this testimony Peter was a witness. The Scriptures are a sure word from God, not cleverly devised tales (2 Peter 1:15-19). Furthermore, since God’s revelation was given to men through those who were guided by the Holy Spirit, the interpretation of God’s Word should never be novel and unknown to the Christian community at large (1:20-21). 

We should expect that a proper interpretation of God’s Word has the confirming testimony of godly men through the ages. No new or novel interpretation is to be expected, just as no new revelation is expected.

In John 16:13, our Lord promised that the Holy Spirit would guide the apostles into all truth and, therefore, all believers. “These things I have written to you concerning those who are trying to deceive you. And as for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him” (1 John 2:26-27).

Acts 20: 29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. 30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.”

This reflects the words of Jesus in “Matthew 24: 24 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.”

In 2 Timothy 2, Paul deals with the issue of false teachers: 14 Keep reminding God’s people of these things. Warn them before God against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 16 Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly. 17 Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18 who have departed from the truth. They say that the resurrection has already taken place, and they destroy the faith of some.

In Titus 1, Paul issued the following rebuke: 10 For there are many rebellious people, full of meaningless talk and deception, especially those of the circumcision group. 11 They must be silenced, because they are disrupting whole households by teaching things they ought not to teach—and that for the sake of dishonest gain.

Keeping in mind that pride comes before a fall, and because of the current milieu where arrogance and pride are fostered, it is no wonder that with the lack of rebuking and correction, we face the danger of erroneous doctrines being allowed to flourish. And when one such “doctrines” of lies are spoken by men and women who act like gods and who refuse to be properly rebuked, then you have a very dangerous situation indeed.

The greatest corruption is not found in governments, systems, or culture—it begins when the truth of God’s Word is mishandled in the pulpit. When Scripture is twisted, softened, or selectively preached, it doesn’t merely confuse minds—it damages souls.

The Bible repeatedly warns that false teaching will arise from within religious circles, not just outside them.

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears.”— 2 Timothy 4:3 (KJV)

When doctrine is corrupted, then sin is redefined instead of confronted; grace is diluted or distorted; judgment is denied; and the gospel is altered into something God never authorised.  “A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.” — Galatians 5:9 (KJV)

This is not about style, denomination, or preference—it is about truth versus error. A pulpit that refuses to preach the whole counsel of God produces hearers who are spiritually unprepared, undiscerning, and vulnerable. “Behold, I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.” — Acts 20:29 (KJV)

God does not measure faithfulness by popularity, applause, or numbers—but by faithful handling of His Word. This is a call to wake up—not to attack people, but to test every message, every sermon, every teaching against Scripture. Truth saves. Error enslaves. A distorted gospel does not heal—it harms. We are not called to follow charisma, or to trust feelings alone. We must cling to the Word. Test all things. Hold fast to truth.

Indeed, there are many churches that are causing more damage than good. So many are feeding stomachs instead of saving souls; so many are replacing the gospel with social welfare; so many are avoiding the message of sin; so many are turning the pulpit into a stage (comedy, motivation, and storytelling replace conviction and holy fear); so many are raising fans instead of disciples; and so many are preaching blessings without repentance.

Indeed, it has become a sad state of affairs where we find supposed anointing without holiness. Oil is poured, hands are laid, but lives remain unchanged. How long will we silence the Holy Spirit? How long will we turn communion into ritual? How long will we ignore deliverance and spiritual warfare? These days, demons are entertained instead of cast out.

Yes, the church is sailing in dangerous waters, for we are using Jesus as a Brand. Christ is marketed, not worshipped. We continue to teach prosperity without the cross, because money is preached louder than Christ crucified.

Today, many pulpits are silent about sin but loud about programs. Many altars are full of people, but empty of the Holy Spirit. And tragically, some churches are no longer neutral; they are altars of darkness.

Today, churches are feeding stomachs instead of saving souls. Food is used as a tool to attract crowds, while the message of repentance is completely absent.

Sadly, the Gospel has been replaced with social welfare. The church has become a charity organisation without the cross, without blood, without repentance.

Oh yes, the church is sailing in dangerous waters. It uses gifts to manipulate attendance as people are conditioned to come for what they receive—not for who Christ is. It has become a place of comfort, where anything that offends flesh is removed so people can “feel comfortable” on their way to hell. Have we not turned the pulpit into a stage? Comedy, motivation, and storytelling have replaced conviction and holy fear.

In churches today, crowds are celebrated, but transformed lives are rare. People are promised a breakthrough while living in rebellion. Oil is poured, hands are laid, but lives remain unchanged. The Spirit is restricted so programs can flow smoothly. There is no self-examination, no reverence, no fear of God. This is the state of the church, where pastors love people more than God, and where truth is sacrificed to maintain popularity and offerings.

How arrogant of us to use Jesus as a brand! Yes, Christ is marketed, not worshipped. And so money is preached louder than Christ crucified.

The church has become soft, and so demons are entertained instead of cast out. Some fellowships have even crossed into occult practices disguised as spirituality! Satan and his ways have been tolerated, and even advocated and promoted! Rebellion, pride, and deception are rife in churches.

How long shall we worship without God’s Presence? Music has become loud, but heaven is silent. How long will leaders continue to practice secret darkness (public holiness, private wickedness)? How long will we sit with churches where satan is tolerated (honoured through rebellion, pride, and deception)? Yes, how long will we continue to erect altars of profane fire, where people leave informed, excited, and fed—but not born again.

The Lord will judge altars that feed flesh and starve souls. The Lord is overturning pulpits that entertain demons and silence His Spirit. Yes, the Lord will expose shepherds who trade truth for applause.

A separation is coming. The true Church will burn with holiness. The false church will collapse under its own deception. Those who hunger for righteousness shall be filled. Those who hunger only for bread will stumble. But to the remnant who love truth, God will lead them into life, fire, and eternal glory.

Repent. Return. Choose the narrow way.
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Let My people go
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The words “Let My people go” have echoed in my spirit for many years now, dating back to the early 2000s. In December 2001, the Lord saved me from my spiritual darkness, leading me into His glorious light. My journey with the Lord eventually led me to question many of the truths as taught and preached by churches. It also led me to understand how there is a big difference between institutionalised churches, rife with man-made doctrines and ideas, compared to the Kingdom of God.

In Exodus 5, we read, “1 Afterwards Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘Let my people go, so that they may hold a festival to me in the wilderness.’”  

According to the Book of Exodus, there was a famine in the land of Canaan (later known as Israel). Because of this famine, the Hebrew patriarch Jacob travelled with his extended family of 70 to Egypt to both live in better conditions and be with his son Joseph. Joseph’s wisdom had impressed the Pharaoh of Egypt to the point that he was appointed Viceroy of Egypt, which was second in power only to the Pharaoh.

The next 430 years in Egypt saw the Israelites prosper and rapidly multiply to millions of people. These numbers were so great, the Pharaoh became nervous that the Israelites were becoming too many in number to control and thought they might side with Egypt’s enemies in case of war. The Pharaoh decreed that the Israelites should be enslaved to build cities and roads for him so that they would be too tired and also would not have time to have children. The Israelites were then confined to the land area of Goshen, which was the fertile land that was east of the Nile Delta and west of the border of Canaan.

Why the Israelites were in bondage for such a long time nobody knows, but when the time had come for them to be set free, the Lord called Moses as a prophet. Moses was instructed to deliver a message to the Pharaoh to let God’s people go. We all know the story of how Moses first challenged the sorcerers of Egypt, followed by the 10 plagues that included the death of the newborn. We also know how the Pharaoh hardened his heart, stubbornly resisting the message delivered by Moses.

The children of God these days are not living under the rule of a Pharaoh, but over the years, I was made to understand there are many spiritual pharaohs, Sadducees and Pharisees in churches who are holding God’s children in bondage. They do so by spinning their web of lies, enslaving instead of empowering. They rule and lord, instead of making true disciples who follow not them but only Jesus. 

The subtitle to this book is ‘Exodus out of Religious Entrapment’. As explored in many of my other books, especially in the Perilous Times series, we follow not a religion, but a faith. And such faith is based on a relationship with a living and loving God. God is calling us to come out of religion, meaning the man-made rules, programmes, ideas, traditions and agendas as formulated by man. Religion ultimately enslaves and thrones, while a relationship with God empowers and enthrones, meaning we learn to be true children of God. God calls us to follow Him and to be WORSHIPPERS OF SPIRIT AND TRUTH. Worship is far more than raising your hands and lifting your voice to the Lord; it is about a heart seeking the Lord, a heart loving the Lord, and a heart yearning for the Lord.

The religion we know as Christianity, or more correctly Churchianity, has sadly morphed into a pseudo-religion of new-age teachings saturated with occult and selfish desires and ambitions. Apostasy lurks around every corner and in the shadows of the pulpit. When we fall into the pitfalls of religion, we then choose a path of entrapment and slavery.

During 2023, the Lord impressed it on my spirit that we are witnessing a fierce fight for the SOUL OF THE CHURCH. We are not talking about the conflict between the Church and the world, but yes, within the church. These are the days of 2 Timothy 3, 2 Timothy 4, 1 Timothy 4:1, 2 Peter 2, the Book of Jude, 2 Thessalonians 2 and the days of the false prophets and messiahs. This is a fierce fight, and it will cost incredible obedience, faithfulness, commitment and dedication to overcome the days of peril, strife and deception. For there is conflict between the Bride and the religious system that enslaves and has always enslaved (just look at the history of the church over the last 1700 years).

Many years ago the Lord spoke about a time of great intensity that the church is entering into. Such a time is upon us. A time of persecution within and without the church. A time when God’s truth is being questioned and even trampled upon in and outside the church. A time when the secular and philosophical winds of deception blow in the church as well. What we need to understand is that more than ever, there is an intense, and at times even personal, fight between those who want to preserve the purity of the will, the mind and the heart of the Bride compared to those who have chosen a path of self-enlightenment and self-glorification.

These days, believers are more wrapped up in church activity, which is, in essence, a mere captivity to religion. And religion blinds us to the truth, for it cages us in traditional and worldly ways. 

There are all kinds of mystical elements introduced into churches of late, such as mystic cups and even secret oaths. The clergy wear all kinds of robes, aprons and vestments. A lot of this “religious” nonsense mimics Mystery Babylon, such as the woman clothed in purple, the golden cup full of abominations and the lust for spiritual firnification and self-exaltation. This is no surprise, for so much of the “church” these days mimics spiritual Babylon, especially when it comes to thirsting after power and control.

Throughout the life of Jesus, He only preached Kingdom. Nothing else. In the Lord’s Prayer, He urges believers to pray for Lord’s Kingdom to come. He only preached Kingdom because He never preached religion. Religion is man-made traditions, rules and regulations that define churches these days. All kinds of rules and customs have got nothing to do with the Kingdom. We have rules and customs regarding dress code, worship methods, preaching methods, service modules and gender inequality which have absolutely nothing to do with Kingdom.

In Matthew 6, as Jesus taught about praying for the Kingdom to come, He also included in His teaching (verse 33) about seeking the Kingdom and His righteousness (implying walking in His Ways), then the rest will be added (life, hope, joy, and strength and spiritual prosperity).  Take also into consideration John 3, where the Lord taught about the importance of being reborn again in Spirit, and unless you are reborn (new creation) you cannot see the Kingdom of God.

Therefore, it is clear: We need to seek the Kingdom above all else, but we can only walk in the manifested reality and glory of the Kingdom once we walk by Spirit, implying surrendering first our kingdom, laying down our crown and denying the Self. If we seek His Kingdom, then our kingdom (our ways, agendas, ideas) needs to die as well. What we believe to be truth, or the right way, or the correct path, needs to be surrendered as we seek the true way of the Lord, which is the Way of the Kingdom. Jesus said He is the Way, Truth and Life, meaning He is the WAY of the Kingdom, and if we seek the Kingdom, then we need to follow the Lord Jesus in Spirit and Truth.

Kingdom is not religion. We need to understand that religion is a foolish set of beliefs born out of the imagination of man. It is carnal, for it is devoid of the Spirit of Truth. It is born out of fleshly perception, tradition, past experiences, cultural brainwashing and incorrect indoctrination. There is great division among “churches”, but not the Kingdom, because churches are run as religious institutions by those with a religious mindset. Because of religion, churches are divided because of foolish and ignorant disputes. Religion and carnality produce strife and division.

I have heard how it is said that the cornerstone of people’s faith is the church, or that if we do not belong to a certain denomination, we cannot be ministered to. Or how about somebody who cannot marry or bury someone from a different denomination? This is pure religion, and this is evil by design. It separates people from a true relationship with God, as they forget our true foundation and hope is not the institution of the church but rather the living Lord Himself!

1 Corinthians 3:3: For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men?

Churches are marked by strife and divisions, for we seek the carnality of religion and thus behave indeed like men instead of sons and daughters of the Kingdom. For this reason, we sit with thousands of Protestant denominations, all vying to hold onto their “own” truth, “traditions”, and customs. And then we have the Catholic, Anglican and Greek Orthodox churches holding onto their “own” truths, traditions and customs, yet we are supposed to be serving the same Lord and the same Kingdom. What separates us is religion, and it will continue to produce strife unless we address it by returning to Kingdom values, customs and truths.

Make no mistake, religion entraps. And by entrapping, it enslaves. It entraps through its devious nature, lies, and manipulations. Millions of people right now follow some or other religion blindingly, questing not what is asked of them. Yet such religions offer no real hope or truth, for there is only one God. German-born philosopher Karl Marx once wrote: "Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless world, and the soul of soulless conditions. It is the opium of the people." Religion indeed offers hope unto people, a means to an escape, and possibly answers to life. Yet religion in itself cannot provide true meaning, healing, deliverance, hope and everlasting life – only Jesus can as the living Messiah.

More than ever all believers must continue to fight for liberty in Christ, thus true liberty is found in a relationship with God. We live in perilous times where apostasy in various forms and shapes is rife in churches. These are days when one can easily become entangled and enslaved in a web of lies, and instead of being liberated in Christ, one becomes a slave to man-made ideas, programmes, agendas and thoughts. We must thus be very careful of not becoming entrapped by dubious teachings in the church, for such doctrines are without a doubt plentiful. The devil will constantly seek to spin his web, hoping to entrap the believer like a spider traps a fly. We can only be mindful of such schemes and actions and strategies of the devil and the world by abiding in the Lord, standing on the true Rock, and being led by the Spirit of God. For indeed, God is our deliverer even when we are entrapped, for His truth stills sets free (John 8:32).

The author of Hebrews 6 warns about the peril of falling away, which is a result of becoming ensnared again in the web. It says “4 For [it is impossible to restore to repentance] those who have once been enlightened [spiritually] and who have tasted and consciously experienced the heavenly gift and have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted and consciously experienced the good word of God and the powers of the age (world) to come, 6 and then have fallen away—it is impossible to bring them back again to repentance, since they again nail the Son of God on the cross [for as far as they are concerned, they are treating the death of Christ as if they were not saved by it], and are holding Him up again to public disgrace.” The devil wants us to become slaves to the world again, to lies, to deceptions, to man-made rituals, to demonic suggestions and to carnality (sin). For in such slavery is our destruction, and such destruction is the work of the thief that only comes to steal, to destroy and to kill (John 10:10). Thus, we are urged by Paul to stand firm in our liberty and not be yoked again to slavery.

It is a prevalent tactic by the enemy to entrap believers through religion. It has been happening for thousands of years. Today, believers are enslaved through idolatry, sin (lead leads to iniquity), and rebellion. This results in choosing religion about divine relationship, tradition above the Holy Spirit, carnality above holiness and the world above God. Eventually, when we are so entrapped, we become defenceless and so we suffer from rejection, condemnation, spite, pity and eventually, defeat. The devil is hard at work to entrap, to ensnare, to cage and to enslave our minds, our hearts, and our physical being. Galatians 5 says, “1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” Sadly, we have allowed ourselves (yes, ourselves) to become entrapped because we have embraced lies, the deceptive works of religion and the charms of carnality. Galatians 5 also says, “13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.”

Religion is not the Kingdom of God. Matthew 6:33 admonishes us not to seek religion, but God’s Kingdom (not a local church)| and His righteousness. The Holy Spirit was poured out to lead us in the truth of the Kingdom and to be liberated from religion. When Jesus came to earth, He spoke Kingdom to liberate the Jews from the clutches of the Law, which had become a religion for so many.  2 Corinthians 3:17 says, “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” We are called to come out of religion, its yoke and bondage, into the liberty of the Spirit and the freedom of God.

Religion has shaped the church as we know it today. It has shaped its structure, such as the singular Sunday service meetings (compare this to Acts 2, where the believers met daily), and the pastor/bishop/priest leading the flock and doing all the ministry work. The reality is that Jesus didn’t tell sinners to go to church, but He told His church to go to sinners!

Jesus told His disciples first to follow Him and then to GO (Matthew 28). The church is the living organism of believers, gathering to empower each other (yes, everybody ministering) so that as a collective Body the Ecclesia can go into the world to lead people to Christ. Sinners can only go to a building of dead stone and rock we call a church, but will only know Jesus when they, the royal priesthood of believers, fulfil the Great Commission as demonstrated by Jesus and His disciples. 

People sitting in the pews on a Sunday listening to a sermon and singing a couple of songs are not in the Bible. It is not true discipleship. It doesn’t empower. Even cell groups or church home groups are but smaller versions of a Sunday service. Church, as we know it, with all its bells and whistles, is an invention of man behaving religiously.

Look at the world today. So many people still do not know Christ. So many, even in the ‘Church’ of rock and stone, do not know the Lord! Religion is not the answer; Jesus is. Jesus confronted the religious powers because the letter of the law kills, but the Spirit of God gives life (2 Corinthians 3:6). The first covenant was based on obedience to the written law (the “letter”), but the second covenant is based on the blood of Christ and sealed by the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit rescues us from our hopeless situation. God saves us from death and grants us eternal life when we are born again through the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus said, “Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit” (John 3:6), and, later, “The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you—they are Spirit and they are life” (John 6:63). Jesus came to give us an abundant life, or life “to the full” (John 10:10). The Holy Spirit living in believers is how Jesus fulfils that promise. The Old Testament Law and neither can religion, produce any of that fruit; only the Holy Spirit can, as He lives in us.

The Spirit gives life in that He enables us to reach God’s ultimate goal for us, to be transformed into the glorious image of God’s own Son (2 Corinthians 3:18; also see Romans 8:28–30). Until the day that we see Christ, the Spirit intercedes with God on our behalf, ensuring our continued forgiveness and preserving the promise of God (Romans 8:26–27). Religion and man-made traditions do not have such power or ability. 

Romans 7:6 says, “But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code”. Religion has never been the right way. Religion is not only about the Law of Moses or the Old Covenant, it is ultimately about the ways of man and man trying to assert his will and forge his ways.

Scottish churchman Horatius Bonar once said, “It is not opinions that man needs: it is TRUTH. It is not
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