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Robert Black (Smelly Bob)

Robert Black, also known as “Smelly Bob” was a Scottish pedophile and serial killer who preyed on young girls in the United Kingdom. Between 1981 and 1986, Black was convicted of the kidnap, sexual assault, and murder of four girls—plus the kidnapping and rape of another young girl and the attempted kidnapping of yet another—between the ages of five and 11 and was sentenced to life in prison with a minimum of 35 years. Black is also suspected of being responsible for the murders of 12 other girls between 1969 and 1987 in England, Ireland, and continental Europe. Black died of natural causes on 12 January 2016 while incarcerated at HMP Maghaberry, just weeks before he was to be charged with the murder of another of his victims.
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Early Life
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Robert Black was born on 21 April 1947 in Grangemouth, Stirlingshire, Scotland, the illegitimate son of Jessie Hunter Black who was 24 at the time and an unknown father whose name was never put on Black’s birth certificate. Jessie earned a pittance as a factory worker and was in no position to care for a child, let alone an illegitimate one which carried with it a large social stigma. So, when he was six months old Black’s mother had him fostered. He was subsequently raised by experienced, middle-aged couple Jack and Isabel Tulip who lived in Kinlochleven. Black initially adopted their surname and lived with them until 1958 when his foster mother died; his foster father having already passed away when Black was five. When Margaret died, Black was only 11 years of age.

In the meantime Black’s mother married Francis Hall, had four more children who never even knew that they had a half-brother, and moved to Australia. She died in 1982 without ever having any contact with the son she gave away.

Locals remember how young Black was usually heavily-bruised as a child; however, Black himself does not remember how he sustained most of the injuries. He did recall how Margaret used to lock him in the house as punishment for poor behavior or would spank his bare bottom with a belt. During the night, Black feared that there was a monster under his bed and he suffered from a recurring nightmare that featured a “big hairy monster” in a cellar full of water. When he awakened, he found that he had typically wet the bed, for which he was invariably beaten. 

In school he was referred to as “Smelly Robbie Tulip” and is remembered to this day as “aggressive and slightly wayward” as well as being a loner with a tendency to bully. Black preferred the company of younger children who he could easily dominate. Instead of joining a “gang” of classmates his age, he started his own and all of the members were several years younger than he. Compounding the problem was that Black demonstrated “sudden, mindless violence perpetrated against those physically less able than himself.”

The local bobbie, Sandy Williams, remembers Black as a “wild wee laddie” who “didn’t give a damn” or have respect for authority and that he had a “dangerous spirit” and “needed a smack round the ear to keep him in line.” However, the entire time Black lived with the Tulips he was never in serious trouble; just childish fights, bullying younger children, swearing, and other normal trouble at school—nothing that merited more than a rebuke from Williams.

When Margaret died when Black was 11 years of age, it was one of the worst possible things imaginable because now he was, again, deprived of a mother. Black was subsequently placed with another foster family in Kinlochleven. He only lived with them a short time because not long after his placement he dragged a young girl into a public bathroom and sexually fondled her. His new foster mother reported the offense to social workers and insisted that Black be placed elsewhere. Black was then sent to the Redding Children’s home, a mixed-gender children’s home near Falkirk, close to where he was born. 

From a young age Black exhibited significant antisocial tendencies, particularly a disturbing awareness of and fascination with sex and women’s vaginas. At the age of five he and a girl compared their genitalia. At the age of seven at a school dance he preferred lying on the floor and staring up girls’ dresses instead of actually dancing. At the age of eight he took off a neighbor’s baby’s diaper while he was babysitting to look at her vagina. Despite being heterosexual, Black stated that he would have preferred to have been born female; not that he had any feminine tendencies but he simply hated his penis and would have preferred having a vagina instead. In a prison interview after he was convicted for his heinous crimes, Black confessed to enjoy pushing things up his anus and following his arrest in 1990, police found photographs Black had taken of himself with various unusual objects inserted in his anus. He also confessed to a preoccupation with feces. If one attributed classical Freudian personality psychology, that Black had a tendency to withhold emotion, was oftentimes smelly and messy, and was preoccupied with his anus, then he would be the epitome of an anal personality type.

While in Falkirk, Black was reported as having exposed himself on a number of occasions and, one time, forcibly removing a girl’s underwear. At the age of 12 Black made his “first inept attempt at rape.” He and two other boys took a girl their age into a field, took off her knickers and lifted her skirt but none were able to “complete the act of penetration.” Instead, they touched her vagina and Black admitted that he “forced her to some degree.” 

After the authorities were called—and had a conference with staff at the Falkirk home—Black was sent to the higher-discipline, all-male Red House in Musselburgh. During his stay there, a male staff member regularly sexually abused him and Black began to solidify his association of sex with dominance and submission.

While in school he developed interests in both swimming and football. Due to poor eyesight he was unable to become a footballer; however, he was well suited as a lifeguard as he was an excellent swimmer. Further, the sight of young girls in swimsuits fueled his pedophilic fantasies. In fact, 20 years later, when Caroline Hogg was abducted and murdered, her house was en route between the two swimming pools where Black worked as a teenager.

In 1962, when Black was 15, he left the children’s home and procured a job as a delivery boy for a butcher. He rented a room in a boys’ home in Greenock, near Glasgow, and during this time he admitted to having molested as many as 40 girls while doing his delivery rounds. He claims that when he made a delivery if a young girl was home alone he would sit down and talk to her and then try to touch her. 

His first conviction was for lewd and libidinous behavior with a young girl. In 1963, at the age of 17, he approached a seven-year-old girl in a local park and asked her if she would like to accompany him to see some kittens. The naïve girl followed him into a deserted air-raid shelter. He held her by the throat until she lapsed into unconsciousness and he both masturbated over her body and sexually fondled her. She was later found wandering the streets; bleeding, crying, and confused. Black admitted that he didn’t know whether she was alive or dead when he left her. Instead of lewd and libidinous behavior, Black should have been charged with and tried for attempted murder. Prior to his 25 June court date, a psychiatric evaluation concluded that this incident was an isolated one and that Black did not need any further treatment. 

Black then left Greenock and returned to Grangemouth to start over. After securing employment with a builders’ company and renting a room, he finally met his first real girlfriend, Pamela Hodgson. After a physical relationship he fell in love and proposed; however, she broke off the engagement not long after. He was devastated.

In 1966, Black’s inappropriate sexual desires resurfaced when he repeatedly molested his landlords’ nine-year old granddaughter. While the girl reported it, no charges were filed but Black was asked to leave. Black returned to his childhood home of Kinlochleven and took a room with a couple who had a seven-year old daughter. Again, he molested the young girl; however, this time the incident was reported and he pled guilty to three counts of indecent assault and was sentenced to a year at Polmont Borstal that was known for rehabilitating the worst of the juvenile criminals. Whereas Black had no problem reiterating all of the aspects of his life and crimes, he has never discussed his time at Borstal, thus leading many to speculate that he was abused during his sentence.

Six months after he was released, Black moved to London and his discovery in child pornography quelled his immediate desire to prey upon young girls. He had discovered that magazines such as Teenage Sex and Lollitots were clandestinely available, particularly in other countries where pornography laws were less strict such as the Netherlands and he traveled to Amsterdam on several occasions. In fact, when police searched his home after the murders they found over 100 magazines and 50 videotapes depicting child pornography; in addition to Black’s own discrete photographs of girls between the ages of eight and 12 he had taken which he kept with his child pornography in a locked suitcase.

Between 1968 and 1970 he held various odd jobs including working as a swimming pool attendant. While here he would oftentimes go underneath the pool, remove the lights, and watch young girls swim. One girl reported that Black had touched her inappropriately and, while no charges were filed, he was fired.

While in London, Black spent considerable time playing darts in pubs—particularly the Three Crowns Pub in Stamford Hill—and became a decent player and a well-known face on the amateur circuit. Many recall Black as a loner who preferred to drink alone irritate others, particularly ladies. During this time Black became acquainted with a Scottish couple named Edward and Kathy Rayson who offered Black lodgings in their empty attic room, which he accepted. He was responsible, albeit reclusive, who—in spite of his poor hygiene—was a model tenant. Although Mrs. Rayson did suspect her lodger of being an avid viewer and reader of pornographic material, neither of the Rayson’s thought the material was pedophilic. Black lived with them until his arrest in 1990.

In 1976, after purchasing a white Fiat Transit van, Black secured employment working as a driver for the Hoxton-based Poster Dispatch and Storage, Ltd. that specialized in delivering posters—primarily of music stars—and billboard advertisements. Black would work for PDS for ten years until he was fired due to his constant minor car accidents that cost the company considerable money. Shortly after his dismissal, the company was purchased by two employees who rehired Black because even though he continued to get into accidents, he was a hard worker and was happy to cover for his coworkers by taking the longer runs others didn’t care for
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