
Film Treatment “LETHARGY”



    
        
          Lethargy

        

        
        
          Arnold

        

        
          Published by Arnold, 2024.

        

    


Table of Contents

Title Page

Title Page

Part I

Part II

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Part I


[image: image]


1. A suburb of New York City, the Suffolk area, Dix Hill. End of April.

A minivan taxi pulls up outside a private cottage in Dix Hills. The driver honks his horn. Five people exit the house. 44, Gregory Schonecker, his grandfather 95. Klaus Schonecker, his wife Jane, 38, daughter Christina, 15, and son Karl, 12. A taxi driver puts a pile of suitcases in the trunk. The old man sends the family out the gate, saying: "Tomorrow you will see the Austria that I left 50 years ago to come to America. I hope you won't get lost there, because it's not for nothing that I taught you to speak German. The family says goodbye to the old man and gets into a taxi.

Take the 495 motorway to Kennedy International Airport by taxi. Before take-off, Gregor receives a call on his mobile from his assistant Peter Ferman. He informs him that the medical equipment has been left in a safe place, at the psychiatric clinic in Salzburg run by Peter Lem, a friend of his boss from his student days. After thanking Ferman for his work, Gregor calls Lem. He confirms that Gregor's paper is on the programme of an international symposium of psychotherapists.

2. The Shoneker family on board a Boeing 747 bound for Europe. Gregor switches on the noutbuck and shows the family pictures of the town with the Alps in the background. Klaus had recommended that they visit these places. Here's the hotel at the foot of the Venediger, where the Schoeneckers will stay. 

The first week Gregor will be attending a symposium in Salzburg, so the family will have to be alone. But after that, the four of them will enjoy the exotic Alps. 

It's night, most of the passengers are asleep. Gregor snoozes as he looks out the porthole at the starry sky. Suddenly, he sees one of the Boeing's engines catch fire, then another, then a wing snap, and the plane plummets downwards, tilting violently on its side. Shocked, Gregor cries out, "We're going down!"

Awakened by the screaming, fellow travellers look around in surprise. Seeing no danger, they all look at the man who startled them. Meanwhile, Gregor is slumped in his chair, unconscious. A worried stewardess arrives: "Is he having a heart attack?" She puts a cold compress on Gregor's forehead and asks over the loudspeaker if there are any medics among the passengers. A man calls out. 

Although Gregoris is heavily medicated, he continues to deteriorate, with a weak pulse and falling blood pressure. A medic urgently performs a massage of the heart area. But this doesn't help Gregor. Jane remembers that her husband had a similar crisis a couple of times and that he recovered without anyone's help. 

There is widespread concern on board about the condition of a fellow passenger. 

After a while, Gregor suddenly takes a deep breath and closes his eyes, to everyone's surprise. Not understanding why the crowd of people around him are staring at him, Gregor feels uncomfortable. Jane reassures him, "It's all right, dear. You were just dreaming." There is applause. The passengers speculate what kind of illness - epilepsy, heart failure, or what? The doctor who performed the heart massage muses, "It seems to be a pathology. Or maybe it's a sign of lethargy?"

3. International conference in Salzburg, bringing together experts from all over the world. Gregor Schoenecker is presented as a promising psychotherapist from the USA. While giving a presentation on a new method of treatment in psychiatry with electromagnetic waves, Gregor demonstrates on the screen the results of his tests: rapid recovery from alcohol and drug addiction, positive changes in the treatment of other mental illnesses, etc. Later, assistant Ferman

introduces two Germans, "Dan" and "Kurt", to Gregor. They are impressed by the scientific invention and praise it. However, Gregor is only annoyed by the dithyrambs and goes to a hotel to rest.

When the evening comes, Gregorio's assistant meets the two Germans at an entertainment club. Half-naked go-go girls dance on the podium to the music. Ferman persuades the Germans that he has carried out a series of experiments on medical equipment without the boss's knowledge, not only on psychotic people but also on normal people. Schoenecker, on the other hand, is foolishly stubborn, afraid of experimentation and unaware of his assistant's sensational discoveries. "Dan" and "Kurt" are reluctant to believe Ferman's ramblings and are driven out of patience by the persistence of their plebian interlocutor. But he says he can demonstrate some miracles tomorrow, all he needs is a couple of volunteer testers for the experiment. The Germans ask: are these experiments risky? Gregorio's assistant answers cheekily: the fate of the "lab rats" is unpredictable, because it pays to sacrifice lives in the name of science. 

4. Gregor undergoes a series of demonstration sessions at Peter Lem's psychiatric clinic. Symposium participants are fascinated by the unique treatment method. After the demonstration, Gregor's assistant says he has to stay as the equipment has to be prepared for tomorrow.

Late evening. A car pulls up outside the clinic. Four people get out: the two Germans and two athletic young men. Ferman leads them through the security. In the laboratory, he lectures the Germans: "The wave effect is fantastic, far more energising than drugs or doping. It makes a person much more enduring, his physical strength increases several times over, and he can stay active and productive for a couple of weeks without sleep. What is particularly important is that under the influence of the waves the patient obeys orders absolutely."

The test subjects are fitted with special helmets and Ferman switches on the equipment. The patients fall asleep without seeing the waves. After a while, Ferman disconnects the medical apparatus. The test subjects are taken to a room with walls made of soft material. Over a loudspeaker, Ferman gives the command "Kelt!" and the two men jump to their feet. "Run in circles!", and they both rush to the wall. "Break the wall!", and the two men start pounding their fists with insane force until their knuckles are covered in blood. The Germans' eyes pop out of their foreheads. Ferman says: "This is just the beginning. Let's get the two rats to the training ground." Mocking the test subjects, "Dan" shouts over the loudspeaker, "Do push-ups!", and they comply. "Stand on your heads!", and both men obediently stand with their feet up. "Kurt" marvels, "It's phenomenal - they don't feel any fatigue!". Ferman rejoices: "Didn't I tell the truth? This equipment costs billions!"

5. After the symposium, Gregor returns to his family in the mountain town. The hotel receptionist offers several hiking routes along the mountain trails for active recreation, so on Sunday morning Schonecker, his wife and two children set off on a several km long hike along the Venediger ridge. 

As they head back, a 60-year-old woman with a giant rucksack on her back unexpectedly emerges from behind a rock. The Shonekers' surprised eyes follow the strange woman as she nimbly skips down the mountain path, the pebbles crumbling. Humming to herself, the vivacious woman slides down a smooth rock on her bottom and disappears from view, waving a wooden stick in a cheerful manner. 

Gregorio's family looks at each other in surprise. 

The hotel receptionist is not surprised: guests from America have seen the town's icon, the oddball Catherine, returning home after her Sunday hike. A recluse living alone, her parents died years ago. She comes down to the foot of the mountains only to collect her social allowance, which she somehow squanders on buying sheets, laundry detergents, nappies and medicine. She does not communicate with anyone, and even when asked, she does not explain what these purchases are for. Only occasionally does she mention the angel sleeping somewhere. And the strangest thing is Catherine's Sunday hike up the mountain. Maybe it's

a sectarian ritual, maybe an unconventional rite, or maybe a manifestation of the unfortunate woman's madness? Catherine's father is said to have been a fanatical scientist, a professor of mineralogy. He is said to have studied the geological structure of mountains - so perhaps the stammering daughter thinks she is following in her father's footsteps? The receptionist points out a place where you can see Catherine's homestead 10 km away with binoculars. 

Gregor is inexpressibly intrigued by the mystery of the Alpine hermit.

6. Gregoris set off on Saturday evening towards Catherine's homestead with his climbing ammunition. He sleeps the night in his sleeping bag, lying down on the grass in the meadow. He sets his alarm for 4am. Waking up, he sniffs the binoculars and sees Catherine milking the goat, shaking off the dried laundry in the yard, and then, with her backpack on her back, trotting out of the gate at a brisk trot. 

Gregor runs after the woman. She needs to keep a good distance to avoid being spotted by the "stalker". The route chosen by the woman is quite steep. Gregor has to sweat a lot to keep up. Catherine follows the narrow, treacherous paths, negotiating the difficult terrain with great skill: Catherine seems to know the Venediger well. The ridge spires are more than 3 kilometres high, and even in summer are covered with snow and ice. She is extremely resilient, and there comes a moment when Gregor realises he is falling behind.

Suddenly, there is a rumbling sound like a mountain avalanche, and boulders the size of footballs start falling nearby. Fortunately, Gregor manages to escape at the last moment, bouncing to the side and hiding in an alcove in the rock. After waiting for everything to calm down, he continues climbing upwards. In the distance, he sees Catherine carrying a pile of rock pieces and placing them at the edge of the cliff. Gregor realises that the madwoman is playing a trick of sorts: with each climb, she artificially causes the rocks to collapse in an attempt to scare off unwanted trackers and thus block their way. 

After setting an ambush for possible pursuers, Katherine pulls up again. When she reaches a perpendicular rock, she stops. Gregor watches the woman through binoculars. She finally puts on her bulging rucksack and wipes her sweat. Then she looks around carefully and, with her hand on the stone ledge, pulls out what appears to be a metal bar. She slides the rod into a narrow crevice in the rock and starts to lift it up and down. The massive block of rock bends and slowly slides away. Is there a hollow cavity? Catherine pushes her
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