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My excitement for the second lesson of my art class was tempered by the fact that I hadn’t seen Isaac at all since his last visit, two weeks ago. I’d prayed after the church service for guidance, and that had given me some peace. What I needed to do was talk to Isaac. He shouldn’t think that he had to work every waking moment in order to afford our marriage. It made me feel terrible to imagine that his staying away from church might ultimately be my fault, or at least the fault of some expectation he had about what I wanted. I wanted a simple life, like my parents had, with my husband at my side. Other youths, seventeen, eighteen, and nineteen-years-old, seemed to be marrying and building their homes without having to work seven days a week. Perhaps...if I could get better at my art, I’d be able to contribute also to the finances of our household? It seemed a pipe-dream, but there had to be something I could do! What was the point of courting with Isaac, if I never saw him? And more importantly, how could we marry if Isaac strayed from his faith and values, in the pursuit of what he thought our marriage needed? 

Yes, we had to talk, but even when I got a free moment to go by his house the next afternoon, before my class, he was gone. "Working," his mamm explained.

I nodded. It was improper to talk directly about a courtship before the marriage announcement was given, but I wanted Isaac to receive some message from me that I wanted him to stop working so hard for us. It was killing us! 

I said, "Can you tell Isaac that I think it might be better for...him...if he worked a bit less. I’m worried, that’s all."

His mamm nodded. "We’re all worried. And it makes me glad to know that you aren’t...encouraging our Isaac to this level of frenetic activity."

"Nee!" I said. "I know he’s worried about being a capable provider, but I’ve never doubted he had that ability. But he shouldn’t skip church to work on the Lord’s Day. I mean—"

"It’s good to hear," Isaac’s mamm said. "I’ll have him call on you."

"Danki," and after some idle small talk, I took my leave. 

I met Annie at the bus stop, where Luke had said he’d pick us up. Annie was in her Englischer clothes. She looked at me, still in my Plain dress, and asked, "Haven’t you ever wondered what it would feel like? To dress up as an Englischer, I mean."

I had, but ultimately the immodesty of how tightly their clothes fit, and how much, even what they considered conservative revealed, made me uncomfortable. I said, "I don’t think it’s for me."

"You won’t know until you try it," Annie said. "Next class, I’ll bring you a pair of jeans." She gave me a critical look. "You’re about Hannah’s size."

I felt odd about wearing castaways from Annie’s sister, who had run away from the Amish lifestyle, and demurred. "It’s okay. I don’t really need to try it."

"Rumspringa is about being uncomfortable," Annie said. "Come on, trust me. You only have to do it once. Just at the next class. You know everyone there."

That didn’t seem so bad, and honestly, I felt more out of place there in my Plain clothes than I would in Englischer dress, anyway. I nodded. "Just once," I said. 

"Okay," Annie said brightly. 

Luke pulled up shortly thereafter, beeping his horn once, and shouting out the rolled down window, "All aboard!"

I grinned at him, amused at his silliness. Annie cut in front of me to take the front seat. I was a bit surprised at her intensity, but I figured she just didn’t want her legs to be squished in the back, as she was so much taller than me. I jumped in the back seat, my sketchbook and art supplies in my shoulder bag. Luke had cleaned out his car a bit, which meant that I wasn’t wedged quite so tightly beside his portfolio. When we had gotten settled in, with our seatbelts on, Luke asked, "What kind of music do you like?"

I honestly had no opinion about Englischer music, having had the bulk of my exposure from what they played in grocery stores and the occasional fast food restaurant, so I shrugged and said, "Anything is fine." At the same time, Annie asked, "Do you have any Lady Gaga?"

Luke wrinkled his nose and said, "You don’t have any taste at all."

"Fine, what do you listen to?"

"Indie stuff, mainly. Hold on, I’ll give you my phone. We can listen to my playlist, or pick a station. I have some I’ve made, but there’s also some general ones."

He reached into his pocket and pulled out a smartphone. I was surprised that an Englischer our age would so casually carry around something that had to be very expensive, but it seemed like they all had one. 

"Let me see," Annie said, picking up the phone. She swiped her finger across the screen and then tapped at it a couple of times, before asking, "Ooh! You have Michael Jackson! That’s not indie, is it?’"

"He’s a classic," Luke said. "Put on Billie Jean."

Annie tapped the screen, and the phone began to play. I recognized the song, and the beat was catchy. I soon found myself humming along, careful to keep quiet because I didn’t want to torture anyone in the car with my voice. Annie, whose singing was much more pleasant, began to belt out the chorus, so that soon she was drowning out the music itself. When the song finished, Luke
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