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​ The Emerald Isle
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The thought of Ireland,
often called the “Emerald Isle”, triggers off many visions in one’s
mind; the first thought is “green” as there are few places on earth
as green as Ireland in the summer. The next thought is St.
Patrick’s Day, followed by green beer, four leaf clovers and
Leprechauns. All of those are a rich part of the Irish Culture, but
there is far more to the Emerald Isle than just green beer and
leprechauns.

Ireland is a lush land,
no larger than the state of Maine in the US. Its green year round
and thus named “The Emerald Isle”. It’s filled with castles,
monastic ruins, gardens, and quaint fishing villages as well as
cliffs, beaches and bogs. If you are looking for a beautiful
scenic, where you will be welcomed by the locals with open arms,
you need look no further than “The Emerald Isle” for a vacation
that you will never forget.

Because of the abundant
rainfall and moist climate, Ireland has many lush green areas to
explore.
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Farms and country lanes
are picture-book beautiful.
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Small farmers’ crofts
surrounded by ancient stone walls are dotted around the
countryside. Stone walls, which are an art to build, are used for
all animal enclosures as
well. This all adds to the charm of the countryside.
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Ireland is a special
location for a memorable vacation, with many vibrant cities and
quaint villages to visit. Dublin, Galway, Listowel and Cork are
some of the beautiful cities not to be missed.
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It’s a country with a
rich culture and heritage. The reflection of the tradition of the
place can be perceived in the lifestyle of the people residing in
various Irish cities.
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The Irish are a vibrant
nation and love to paint their homes in bright colors especially
the front doors.
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Ireland is an exotic
tourist spot. It’s popularly known for the myths, magical incidents
and legendary stories associated with it. Numerous tourists from
all round the world are enthralled to visit this bewitching place.
The wonderful cities of Ireland, with a horde of interesting
activities for young and old alike, and the scenic splendor with which the country is
blessed, have always lured visitors from all round the world to
come and experience it’s charm.

The Irish are a warm
people with a rich cultural and historical background. They have
been around for a long time and can trace their lineage back to the
Celts.

They Irish love music,
songs, dancing, theatre and literature. They have a long heritage
of music and dancing. You will be delighted to see how easy it is
for the Irish to burst into song. I found it totally charming how
spontaneously people could burst out in song in a pub or some other
public place. I did begin to wonder if every one in Ireland had
good singing voices! Their traditional music and songs are totally
beautiful with lyrics that pull at one’s heart-strings.

For such a small
country, Ireland has made a large contribution to art and
literature in all its branches, mainly in English. In more recent
times, Ireland has produced four winners of the Nobel Prize for
literature: George Bernard Shaw, William Butler Yeats, Samuel
Beckett, and Seamus Heaney.

James Joyce is widely
considered as one of the most significant writers of the 20th
century. His novel: Ulysses is considered one of his greatest
novels.

Life was never easy for
the Irish, and they had many adversities to conquer, but they
always showed resilience when dealing with their various problems.
Life was a perpetual struggle to find food and shelter, and often
they had to contend with diseases that ravished through the
country. For this reason there are many quotes they used in
Ireland’s history to encourage and comfort each other and many of
them are still in common use today. Many of these quotes are very
religious in nature as the goal of each is to inspire or just to
learn to deal with the things that were put at their feet.

"In Ireland the
inevitable never happens and the unexpected constantly occurs." By
Sir John Pentland Mahaffy.

"There is no language
like the Irish for soothing and quieting." By John Millington
Synge

"A good laugh and a
long sleep are the two best cures"

"I believe in the sun
when it's not shining, I believe in love even when I feel it not, I
believe what whiskey will not cure, there is no cure for."

The Irish are people
who will welcome anyone with a smile. Hospitality and amiability
are traits common to the Irish. These people are said to be
nurtured by culture and strengthened by history and are guided by
Irish principles that have guided their ancestors through the
centuries.
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Most fascinating of
Irish travel is the evidence of the ancient Celtic civilization and
their Viking invaders in the form of stone circles, monoliths and
mounds. Burial mounds, known as Court Cairns and Tumuli, can be
found all over the countryside. One such ruin in the Silvermines
Mountains has lost its covering over time and the many stone
chambers inside are now visible.
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The most impressive
stone circle is The Lios in Limerick, which dates back to 2000 BC
and is given a distinctly eerie feel by the area's abundant
overgrowth and crooked trees. The giant circle is 150 feet in
diameter and attached to a long stone-lined path that leads to two
other smaller circles in the area.


Geography of
Irelad
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Ireland, (Ulster Scots:
Airlann or Airlan) is an island to the northwest of
continental Europe; the third-largest island in Europe and the
twentieth-largest island on Earth. To its east is the larger island
of Great Britain, from which it’s separated by the Irish Sea.

Northern Ireland is one
of the four countries of the United Kingdom. Situated in the
north-east of Ireland, it shares a border with the Republic of
Ireland to the south and west. Northern Ireland consists of six of
the nine counties of the Irish province of Ulster.

Northern Ireland was
covered by an ice sheet for most of the last ice age and on
numerous previous occasions, the legacy of which can be seen in the
extensive coverage of drumlins in Counties Fermanagh, Armagh,
Antrim and particularly Down.

The centrepiece of
Northern Ireland's geography is Lough Neagh, at 151 square miles
(391 km2) the largest freshwater lake both on the
island of Ireland and in the British Isles. A second extensive lake
system is centred on Lower and Upper Lough Erne in Fermanagh. The
largest island of Northern Ireland is Rathlin, off the north Antrim
coast. Strangford Lough is the largest inlet in the British Isles,
covering 150 km2 (58 sq mi).

Politically, the island
is divided between the Republic of Ireland, which covers just under
five-sixths of the island, and Northern Ireland, a part of the
United Kingdom, which covers the remainder and is located in the
north-east of the island. The population of Ireland is
approximately 6.4 million. About 4.6 million people live
in the Republic of Ireland and just under1.8 million people
live in Northern Ireland

Ireland has the lowest
population density in Europe.

Ireland has thirty-two
counties, and four provinces: Connacht, Leinster, Munster and
Ulster. A ring of coastal mountains surrounds low central plains.
About five percent of Irish land is under forest.


Cities of
Republic of Ireland

​
Dublin – the Capital City

Galway

Kilkenny

Limerick

Cork

Waterford

Dún Laoghaire


Cities of
Northern Ireland

​ Belfast
– the Capital City

Londonderry

Lisburn

Craigavon

Newtownabbey

Castlereagh

Bangor


Politics

​The Irish people are divided in culture and
religion. Politically they are split between Nationalists and
Unionist. The division has effectively inspired and inflamed the
artistic, religious, political and philosophical passions of the
Irish people.


Climate

​The island's green vegetation is a product of its
mild climate and frequent but soft rainfall.
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Ireland's most scenic
areas lie in the south western and western counties. These areas
are largely mountainous and rocky, with beautiful green views.
Often ruins of castles and abbeys from bygone eras form part of the
scenery.

Temperate maritime
climate; modified by North Atlantic Current.

Winters are moist and
cloudy and the sun rarely shines. There is usually snow on the
mountains, which remains there for a couple of months, but it
rarely snows lower down. Visitors definitely don’t visit Ireland to
see the snow.

Summers are usually
warm and sunny, often with fluffy clouds in the sky. Light rains
occur intermittently. Along the coast there is not much difference
between winter and summer temperatures. During mid-summer it
becomes consistently humid; overcast about half the time.

The Atlantic Gulf
Stream keeps the Irish climate mild most of the year. Average
temperatures in winter are 4 - 7o C, and in summer are 14 - 18o C.
Rainfall is heaviest in the west and lightest in the southeast, but
at all times very unpredictable.


Language

​Ireland has two official languages; namely Irish
(Gaelic) being the first, and English, the second official
language.

It is compulsory for
children in Ireland to learn Gaelic at school, and of late many new
schools are opening where Irish is the only language taught. This
is to encourage the use of the language and avoid it becoming
extinct in future generations.

Celtic was brought to
Ireland by Celtic invaders in 1000 BC, and to the end of the 18th
century, was spoken by the majority of the people.

Irish has recently
become an official language of the European Union (EU).


Religion

​The population is mainly a mix of Protestants and
Catholics. With the many immigrants from various parts of the world
settling in Ireland there are various other religious groups being
formed.


Places of
Interest to visit in Ireland

​ The most popular months for
visiting Ireland are between June and September, but don’t let this
turn you away from a winter break. Ireland doesn’t have an extreme
climate: the weather is normally mild throughout the winter
months.

The harsh Atlantic
Ocean hammers the west coast most of the year round. While not
renowned for water sports, the Atlantic waves make this region of
Ireland attractive to the brave surfer.

The rolling green
pastures of Ireland's landscape dotted with white-washed cottages,
is a refreshing sight indeed, to the traveler.
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From strange stone
formations, to churches, thousands of years old, Ireland has a lot
to offer the tourist. Ireland's countryside is a patchwork of some
of the most intriguing remnants of a unique but turbulent
history.

Ireland offers an
exquisite view and experience of nature where you can walk
surrounded by the unspoiled beauty of nature.
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Ireland is famous for
its pubs where you can enjoy true Irish hospitality. The patrons
will have you singing folk songs along with them within no time at
all.


Favorite drinks
in Ireland

​
Whisky

Guinness

Liqueurs

Irish coffee

Ireland has something
for everyone, whether you are on your own or accompanied by your
family, there will be no lack of fun and amusement. There are water
and other sports for kids and adults, rock climbing for the
teenagers and other enthusiasts, beaches, botanical gardens,
museums, castles and all other attractions that are more than
enough to keep you from becoming bored on your vacation.

The Irish landscape is
one of Ireland’s greatest attractions; the most scenic areas lie in
the south western and western counties. There are several National
Parks filled with towering hills and romantic lakes.


Giant’s
Causeway

​ Within a couple of hours
drive from Belfast, visitors can marvel at the Giant's Causeway,
walk the Mountains of Mourne, fish in Fermanagh or visit the many
picturesque villages in the area.

The Giant’s Causeway is
situated on the north coast of Ireland. It’s a very interesting
area consisting of about 40 000 interlocking basalt columns,
resulting from a volcanic eruption, which took place millions of
years ago.
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This site is of
particular interest to geologists, who come from all over the world
to examine them. You can walk on these basalt columns and walk all
the way downwards towards the sea.
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The Giant’s Causeway
was declared Ireland’s first World Heritage site by UNESCO in 1986.
A visit to
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