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			To the citizens of Catification Nation—those on four legs and those on two—without whose imagination, inspiration, motivation, perspiration and determination, none of this would exist. We hope we’ve done you proud.
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			introduction

			We are thrilled to bring you our latest collection of ideas and inspiration for catifying your home in order to create a peaceful and pleasant environment where your cat can truly thrive.

			As wonderful a process as it’s been to take our ideas from our first book together, Catification, bend and shape them, and make them—well, generally—more awesome, we are even more excited because this book represents a collaboration in the truest sense of the word: a global dialogue where inspiration turns to perspiration turns to happy cats and back again. There has been a never-ending flow of projects coming our way from you, the citizens of Catification Nation, and we have been in the enviable position of poring through this sea of amazingness and gathering some of our favorites here for you. One thing that makes us giddy is seeing projects that were directly inspired by ideas in the first book, which you’ll find throughout the chapters.

			This time, keep an eye out for special sections where “Jackson talks about” important concepts behind Catification—taking you deeper into the world of thinking, living and feeling like a cat than ever before. We’ve also tackled some of the thornier topics plaguing cat guardians, like litter boxes and scratching. With our support, you are better equipped to face these issues head-on, without fear or preconceived notions, as we work toward successful and creative solutions.

			As usual, make sure to utilize “Kate’s Pro Tips” as you start planning your projects, as well as tips and tricks from cat guardians whose Catification trials, errors and ultimate successes can help get you to the feline promised land with less frustration.

			Last but definitely not least, we are thrilled to add in-depth explorations into some very special catified spaces. These profiles and projects from Catification Nation introduce you to unique stories of relationships that spawn inspired works. Included in these pages are: Peter Cohen’s cat paradise in Southern California; Greg Krueger’s Minnesota home, which thanks to his dedication to his craft and to his cats has become almost a monument to catified nirvana; Diane Irvine Armitage’s artistic catio in San Juan Capistrano, California; and an incredible renovation of the cat adoption center at the Humane Society of Boulder Valley in Colorado.

			This global explosion of Catification projects indicates one thing for sure: cats are being seen in a new light, and their happiness is taking center stage. Just do a quick search on Facebook, Instagram or Pinterest for #catification and you’ll see what we mean. As people devoted to the elevation of cats in our collective consciousness, we see Catify to Satisfy as a celebratory tribute to the creativity and commitment of a global community. We are well on the way to making the world a better place for our beloved feline family members. And, as citizens of Catification Nation, we can all agree—if the cats are happy, so are we.

			—Jackson and Kate
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			a note from jackson

			Over twenty years ago, I became immersed in the world of cats and the animal welfare movement when I was initially hired at an animal shelter. Many cats’ lives were lost back then, oftentimes due to nothing more than a lack of knowledge of their inner lives. They were “other” to us; we shelter workers, as a population devoted to animal companions, “got” the language and life of dogs, but cats, while lovable, as a whole came across as distant and uncaring compared to their canine counterparts.

			It was at that point that I naively dove headfirst into all things Cat (so much so that my coworkers dubbed me “Catboy”). I immersed myself completely in their world—and on their terms—and began communicating what I learned in the process to other humans, hoping this would cultivate true empathy and a deeper human-cat connection, and translate into lives saved.

			Fast-forward eighteen years, when we published our last book, Catification, and I finally proclaimed that it was “a good time to be Catboy!” Why? Because from the era of the desperate measures, the sticking of fingers in the dam, the bailing out of the SS Overpopulation with a proverbial thimble, to the publication of Catification, I had been privileged to be both participant in and witness to an amazing rebirth—an appreciation of all things Cat that hasn’t been seen since ancient Egypt. Suddenly, instead of rolled eyes and subconscious dismissal of these magnificent, barely domesticated animals, an investment is being made; instead of lamenting what cats aren’t, we have begun to take back the stereotype, while simultaneously exploring terra incognita with humility. That’s right, humans are asking for answers and camaraderie, not just from another species, but from the “other.”

			This renaissance of sorts is not exclusive to the appreciation of cats from afar; the new breed of “cat person” is not satisfied to just rack up YouTube views of Maru jumping in and out of a box twenty-plus million times. Let’s face it: the “community” we call the Internet is still decidedly anonymous. If you are feeling the heat of judgment, you can always just unplug and walk away.

			But that’s not how the new breed operates.

			The new breed doesn’t just gingerly step out of the closet marked “cat person”; they bust down the door. They own it. Shrugging off preconceived notions (as well as their crazy-cat-lady sweaters), the new breed is art student and high-powered attorney, truck driver and goth girl, Ozzie and Harriet and Ellen and Portia and all stops in between. The bond between us, and the message megaphoned out to the rest of the world, is: We love our cats and we couldn’t care less what you think. That’s not a renaissance—that’s a revolution.

			Heady times, indeed . . . and, yeah, a good time to be Catboy. That said, Catification was still a risk. Sure, we were all about taking ownership of who we were . . . but were we ready to put our money where our mouths were? The message of the book, underneath the beautiful pictures and crafty ideas, was that if you really, really wanted to make life just that much better for your bush and tree dwellers, you would take the leap—and allow them to leap, traverse, hunt, stalk, observe from a distance or choose life in the mix. In other words, share your home by designing for both human and cat. First, invest in really understanding their lives, but then take it a step further and feel what it is to live in cat skin, see through cat eyes and move moment-to-moment with Cat Mojo. It’s one thing to let your feline flag fly, but another to plant it in your living room.

			And again, the new breed rose to the occasion. The day Catification made it onto the New York Times Best Sellers list was . . . well, it was pretty cool, I won’t lie. I was proud of us. That pride was reflected in the pages of the book itself; design submissions from this burgeoning global community were featured prominently and grouped into sections called “Catification Nation.”

			Catify to Satisfy is, in some ways, a continuation of (and a deeper dive into) the themes we explored in Catification. Now that the “shock and awe” of cat/human design has worn off, we can begin to address the questions posed by our readers who want to know more about the “how” and the “why.”

			We also thought our readers would enjoy spending more up-close-and-personal time with the “who”—the citizens of Catification Nation. Each of the highlighted stories in this book emphasizes the concept that great design contains equal measures of the technical and the emotional. The completion of construction is also the culmination of a personal journey of human lives intertwined with the lives of cats. These projects stand as monuments to that journey, and as such, we thought their stories should hold as much weight as their accomplishments. That’s why we asked photographer Jeff Newton to lend his formidable skills as a portrait artist to the book—to capture the personal triumph contained inside the letters “DIY.”

			As I hope you can tell by now, I’m still pretty excited about where we are and where we’re headed. More than anything, I hope that you can see Catify to Satisfy as both a reference tool and a shot in the arm. I hope you see projects that you can make your own, that you see your story and your journey reflected in the ones that we profile; and I hope you put this book down a louder and prouder citizen of Catification Nation. In the end, I believe that your home will be a more harmonious one (not to mention cooler looking!), and if you spread the word, you spread knowledge and empowerment—and the winners will be not just the cats in your home, but all cats.

			With Light, Love and Mojo—
Jackson Galaxy
May 2015
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			base camp: the heart of catification

			In the world of The Raw Cat, territory is key. Whether your cat is a lion or a leopard, a free-roaming feral or a cozy sit-on-your-lap feline, all cats are driven to own their territory, and Cat Mojo is all about making them feel confident that they do. As you read this book, this statement (and all of the intentions behind it) will always hold true.

				
			EVERY DOMESTIC CAT carries an ancestral twin with them. Stripped of modern conveniences, the comfy cushions, warm shelter and scheduled meals, there is a “Raw Cat” underneath—a wild animal whose survival instincts are honed to a fine point because they are positioned right in the middle of the food chain, equal parts predator and prey. Every moment in the life of your cat is informed at the instinctual level by the Raw Cat. It is critical that when we build a life for our house cats, we don’t leave their ancestral twins behind.

			CAT MOJO is the essence of confidence, a state of mind which, when achieved, is manifested inside and out. Cat Mojo reflects confident ownership of territory and an instinctive feeling of having a job to do within that territory. When a cat has his or her Mojo working, he carries out daily activities of hunt, catch, kill, eat, groom, and sleep with quiet confidence. It is part of who he is and makes a significant impact on how he experiences the world. In the wild, Cat Mojo in action is the key to survival; at home, it is the secret ingredient for true happiness—it allows a not-so-domestic animal to not only survive, but thrive.

				

			Another truth is that confident ownership of territory starts with that territory’s center, the home within the home. That center is what we will call base camp. In the case of the big cats, imagine a pride of lions gathered under a single Acacia tree. That tree provides shade, a measure of defense, a place to bring their kill and a place to mark (via scratching and urine marking), letting outsiders know who owns what around here.

			This is where the world of free-roaming and house cats diverge. The wild ones can stake out their claim, make it theirs and defend it. If we want to create raw Cat Mojo in our house-cat companions, we must create base camp, a place for mojo to take root and bloom.

				
			BASE CAMP is a defined area of your home that is the heart of a cat’s territory. It’s a place of introduction and acclimation as well as a place of safety.

				

					For climbers on Mount Everest, base camp is where they acclimate before ascending to the summit. For them, base camp is a defined area with amenities in what is otherwise hostile territory. For a cat being introduced to a new home, setting up base camp is critical in making a smooth transition.
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							Mount Everest Base Camp
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			Setting up base camp for your cats is an essential Catification tool that will make life easier for them (and, of course, you) no matter what changes may come throughout your life together. Moving, remodeling, introducing residents to new animals, introducing a new human family member (baby, partner, housemate, etc.)—all of these transitions can be minimized and tackled with so much more ease as long as cats have base camp to return to.

			Speaking of major life transitions, let’s start with the biggest one—the day you bring your new cat home. Knowing how important it is for a cat (regardless of age, sex or past history) to own or at least claim co-ownership of every square inch before he can confidently call his new surroundings “home,” the last thing you’d want to do is open the carrier in the middle of the living room and say, “Have at it!” That’s an invitation to a state of complete overwhelm, and a new housemate who spends the first two weeks under the bed. Instead, set up base camp in a space central to the home yet confined, so your cat can figure you and the territory out at his or her own pace.

				
			A SIGNPOST is an object that signifies positive territory ownership for your cat, an object that the cat has claimed through visual and scent marking. Scratchers, beds and litter boxes are all examples of signposts.

				

			In addition to defining a geographic area as base camp, you should fill it with things that signify home. Everest climbers will bring select personal items with them to base camp—photos of loved ones or a favorite blanket—in order to make it feel like home. Likewise, base camp for your cat also needs to be filled with such signposts, objects that she can own and that give her a sense of being home.

				
			SCENT SOAKERS are items made from soft materials that will absorb a cat’s scent, in effect becoming a foundational signpost. Soft beds and blankets, carpeted surfaces and even cardboard and sisal scratchers allow your cat to rub or scratch and leave his scent behind, signifying ownership.

				

			When setting up base camp, make sure to load the area with things that will become signposts. This includes anything that is a significant resource to a cat, like a litter box, water bowl or food dish. Cat condos or trees, beds, blankets, scratching posts and other scent soakers should be everywhere in base camp. Toys, which represent a cat’s prey, are important signposts and can also be scent soakers, depending on the materials they are made from. If you don’t give your cat appropriate signposts, he will make his own, and you may not be happy with his choices.

			SIGNPOSTS VS. GRAFFITI
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			You just rented your first apartment. You saved up the first and last month’s rent (and the pet deposit, naturally!), you are given
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