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​Introduction
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My love of College Football began in 1966.  As a 7-year-old kid I remember watching the Notre Dame-Michigan State “Game of the Century”.  Next, I remember the 1967 USC-UCLA game and O.J. Simpson weaving through the UCLA defense for the winning touchdown with 6 minutes left in the game. I remember the 1968 Rose Bowl, Indiana vs USC.  Who was this Indiana team that went to the Rose Bowl over my beloved Minnesota Golden Gopher’s?  I attended my first college football game in 1971.  Michigan vs Minnesota at Memorial Stadium on the Campus of the University of Minnesota.  My Aunt Roberta took me.  I was hooked after that.  The Golden Gophers were defeated that day 35-7 by the Wolverines.  George Honza of the Golden Gophers scored the only touchdown that day on a pass from Craig Curry.  Ironically, I met Mr. Honza in January of 2017 while officiating a basketball game.  Growing up in a rural farming town (Alden) in southern Minnesota, as a youth I spent a lot of my Saturdays in the fall watching ABC Sports College games of the week.

This book is for all the College Football fans, casual or diehard, historians or those who just plain love the College game.  I hope everyone enjoys it.

Steve Fulton

[image: Best of the 1940s: In wartime college football, Army and Notre Dame built  superpowers – The Athletic]
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Brief History of Army Football
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[image: http://nationalchamps.net/Helmet_Project/Army.gif]Army Black Knights 

The Army Black Knights football team, previously known as the Army Cadets, represents the United States Military Academy in college football. Army is a Division I Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS) member of the NCAA. The Black Knights play home games in Michie Stadium with a capacity of 38,000 at West Point, New York. The Black Knights are coached by Jeff Monken who is entering his eighth season as head coach. Army is a five-time national champion, winning the title in 1914, 1916, and from 1944 to 1946.

Except for seven seasons (1998–2004) where the team was a member of Conference USA, Army has competed as an independent, meaning that they have no affiliation with any conference. As of the next college football season in 2021, Army is one of seven FBS schools whose football teams do not belong to any conference, the others being BYU, Liberty, New Mexico State, Notre Dame, UConn, and UMass. However, for all other sports Army is primarily a member of the Patriot League.

Three players from Army have won the Heisman Trophy: Doc Blanchard (1945), Glenn Davis (1946), and Pete Dawkins (1958). 

The three major service academies—Air Force, Army, and Navy—compete for the Commander-in-Chief's Trophy, which is awarded to the academy that defeats the others in football that year (or retained by the previous winner in the event of a three-way tie). Army has won nine CIC Trophies, most recently in 2020.

Army's football program began on November 29, 1890, when Navy challenged the cadets to a game of the relatively new sport. Navy defeated Army at West Point that year, but Army avenged the loss in Annapolis the following year. The academies still clash every December in what the last regular-season Division I college-football game is traditionally. The 2016 Army–Navy Game marked Army's first recent win after fourteen consecutive losses to Navy. From 1944 to 1950, the Cadets had 57 wins, 3 losses and 4 ties. During this time span, Army won three national championships. 

Army's football team reached its pinnacle of success during the Second World War under Coach Earl Blaik when Army won three consecutive national championships in 1944, 1945 and 1946, and produced three Heisman trophy winners: Doc Blanchard (1945), Glenn Davis (1946) and Pete Dawkins (1958). Past NFL coaches Vince Lombardi and Bill Parcells were Army assistant coaches early in their careers. For many years, Army teams were known as the "Cadets." In the 1940s, several papers called the football team "the Black Knights of the Hudson." From then on, "Cadets" and "Black Knights" were used interchangeably until 1999, when the team was officially nicknamed the Black Knights.
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Traditions
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The Long Gray Line

The football team plays its home games at Michie Stadium, where the playing field is named after Earl Blaik. The Brigade of Cadets attendance is mandatory at football games and the Corps stands for the duration of the game. At all home games, one of the four regiments marches onto the field in formation before the team takes the field and leads the crowd in traditional Army cheers. 

Songs

Alma Mater is the Army's school song. Army's fight song is On, Brave Old Army Team. Army also plays other organized cheers, Army Rocket Yell, Black, Gold, and Gray, and USMA Cheer. 

Mascot

Army's mascots are the Army Mules. While dating back to 1899, they were officially adopted as mascots by USMA in 1936.
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National Championships
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Army has won five national championships from NCAA-designated major selectors. Army claims the 1944, 1945, and 1946 titles. 

	Year

	Coach

	Record


	1914

	Charles Dudley Daly

	9–0


	1916

	Charles Dudley Daly

	9–0


	1944

	Earl Blaik

	9–0


	1945

	Earl Blaik

	9–0


	1946

	Earl Blaik

	9–0–1
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[image: Lambert-Meadowlands Trophy.jpg]Lambert Trophy 
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The Lambert-Meadowlands Trophy (known as the Lambert Trophy), established in 1936, is an annual award given to the best team in the East in Division I FBS (formerly I-A) college football and is presented by the Metropolitan New York Football Writers. Army has won the Lambert Trophy nine times; seven times under legendary head coach Earl "Red" Blaik in the 1940s and 1950s, and twice under head coach Jeff Monken in 2018 and 2020. 

	Year

	Coach

	Record

	Final AP Rank


	1944

	Earl Blaik

	9–0

	#1


	1945

	Earl Blaik

	9–0

	#1


	1946

	Earl Blaik

	9–0–1

	#2


	1948

	Earl Blaik

	8–0–1

	#6


	1949

	Earl Blaik

	9–0

	#4


	1953

	Earl Blaik

	7–1–1

	#14


	1958

	Earl Blaik

	8–0–1

	#3


	2018

	Jeff Monken

	11–2

	#19


	2020

	Jeff Monken

	9–3

	NR



	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

[image: Early success gives Air Force football shot at Commander-in-Chief's Trophy  | Sports | gazette.com]Commander-In-Chief Trophy
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The Commander-in-Chief's Trophy is awarded to each season's winner of the American college football series among the teams of the U.S. Military Academy (Army Black Knights), the U.S. Naval Academy (Navy Midshipmen), and the U.S. Air Force Academy (Air Force Falcons). The Navy–Air Force game is normally played on the first Saturday in October, the Army–Air Force game on the first Saturday in November, and the Army–Navy Game on the second Saturday in December. In the event of a tie, the award is shared, but the previous winner retains physical possession of the trophy. The Commander-in-Chief's Trophy and the Michigan MAC Trophy are the only NCAA Division I FBS triangular rivalry trophies awarded annually. The few others, such as the Florida Cup and the Beehive Boot, are contested sporadically. Through 2022, the Air Force Falcons hold the most trophy victories with 21. The Navy Midshipmen have won 16. The Army Black Knights trail with 9. The trophy has been shared on five occasions, most recently in 2021.

The Commander-in-Chief's trophy was the brainchild of Air Force General George B. Simler, a former Air Force Academy athletic director who envisioned the trophy to create an annual series of football games for the Air Force Academy against the Military Academy and the Naval Academy. First awarded in 1972 by President Richard Nixon, the trophy itself is jointly sponsored by the alumni associations of the three academies. The trophy is named for the U.S. President, who is the Commander-in-Chief of all U.S. military services under the U.S. Constitution. The President has personally awarded the trophy on several occasions. During the 1980s, for instance, President Ronald Reagan presented the award in an annual White House ceremony. In 1996, President Bill Clinton presented the trophy to the Army team at Veterans Stadium after the Army–Navy Game. From 2003 to 2007, President George W. Bush presented the trophy to Navy teams at ceremonies in the White House.

Years ARMY has won the CIC


	1972

	1977


	1984

	1986


	1988

	1996


	2017

	2018


	2020

	2023
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Heisman Trophy Winners

[image: ]


Felix “Doc” Blanchard 

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/35/Felix_Doc_Blanchard_Army_football.jpg]"Doc" Blanchard was best known as the college football player who became the first junior to win the Heisman Trophy, Maxwell Award and was the first football player to win the James E. Sullivan Award, all in 1945. He played football for the United States Military Academy at West Point, where he was known as "Mr. Inside." Because his father was a doctor, Felix Blanchard was nicknamed "Little Doc" as a boy. After football, he served in the United States Air Force from 1947 until 1971 when he retired with the rank of colonel. During his three years of playing football at West Point, his team under Coach Earl "Red" Blaik compiled an undefeated 27–0–1 record – the tie being a famous 0–0 game against Notre Dame. Notre Dame Coach Edward McKeever was amazed by Blanchard. After his 1944 team lost to Army by a score of 59–0, McKeever said, "I've just seen Superman in the flesh. He wears number 35 and goes by the name of Blanchard. 

[image: Doc Blanchard 1947 Howitzer Photo.jpg]An all-around athlete, Blanchard served as the placekicker and punter in addition to his primary roles as an offensive fullback and a linebacker on defense. He soon teamed with Glenn Davis on the 1944–45–46 teams (Davis won the Heisman in 1946, the year after Blanchard won it). They formed one of the most lethal rushing combinations in football history. In his three seasons at West Point Blanchard scored 38 touchdowns, gained 1,908 yards and earned the nickname "Mr. Inside." Teammate Davis earned the nickname "Mr. Outside" and in November 1945, they both shared the cover of Time magazine.

Blanchard had the opportunity to play professional football after being selected third overall in the 1946 NFL Draft by the Pittsburgh Steelers. After he was turned down in 1947 for a furlough to play with the NFL, Blanchard then chose to embark upon a career in the United States Air Force and became a fighter pilot. In 1959, while with the 77th Tactical Fighter Squadron and flying back to his base at RAF Wethersfield near London, a gas leak in Major Blanchard's F-100 Super Sabre broke and caught his plane on fire. Rather than escaping and parachuting out safely, he decided to stay with the plane and land it safely, because of a village on the ground that would have been damaged. This garnered him an Air Force commendation for bravery. In the Vietnam War, Blanchard flew 113 missions from Thailand, 84 of them over North Vietnam. He piloted a fighter-bomber during a one-year tour of duty that ended in January 1969. He retired from the Air Force in 1971 as a colonel.

[image: https://www.heisman.com/wp-content/uploads/images/2014/9/17/46_G_Davis_with_Trophy98.jpg?x48348]Glenn Woodward Davis 

Glenn Davis was known as "Mr. Outside." He was named a consensus All-American three times, and in 1946 won the Heisman Trophy and was named Sporting News Player of the Year and Associated Press Athlete of the Year. At West Point, under Coach Earl Blaik, Davis played fullback in his freshman season. Blaik moved him to halfback for his three varsity seasons, while Doc Blanchard took over at fullback. With Davis and Blanchard, Army went 27–0–1 in 1944, 1945, and 1946. Davis was nicknamed "Mr. Outside", while Blanchard was "Mr. Inside".

Davis averaged 8.3 yards per carry over his career and 11.5 yards per carry in 1945; both results are records which still stand today. Davis led the nation in 1944 with 120 points. He scored 59 touchdowns, including eight on his freshman squad, in his career. His single-season mark of 20 touchdowns stood as a record for 10 years. Blanchard and he set a then-record 97 career touchdowns by two teammates. (The record was broken by USC backs Reggie Bush and LenDale White, who had 99 career touchdowns.) In 2007, Davis was ranked #13 on ESPN's list of Top 25 Players in College Football History.

[image: refer to caption]For all three varsity years at West Point, Davis was a "consensus" All-America player (that is, selected by all the different groups picking All-America teams). In 1944, he won the Maxwell Award and the Walter Camp Trophy and was runner-up for the Heisman Trophy. In 1945, he was again runner-up for the Heisman (won by his teammate Blanchard). In 1946, he won the Heisman and was named the Associated Press Male Athlete of the Year. In 1961, Davis was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame. Davis also starred in baseball, basketball, and track at West Point.

Davis graduated from West Point in June 1947 and entered the U.S. Army as a second lieutenant. He was offered a contract and $75,000 signing bonus by the Brooklyn Dodgers, but declined, as he was required to serve in the Army and would be a relatively old rookie after that. Davis served three years in the Army. While on leave in 1948, he attended the Rams training camp and played in a preseason game. He then reported for duty in Korea (this was before the Korean War, which began after he returned to the U.S.).

[image: https://www.heisman.com/wp-content/uploads/images/2014/9/29/Dawkins20_George_I_Hall_12_10_195863.jpg?x48348]Pete Dawkins 

Dawkins attended the United States Military Academy, where he played as halfback on the Army Cadets football team from 1956 to 1958. As a senior in 1958 he won the Heisman Trophy, the Maxwell Award, and was a consensus All-America selection. After graduating from the Military Academy in 1959, he studied at the University of Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar. Dawkins served as an officer in the United States Army until he retired in 1983 with the rank of brigadier general. He earned high honors, serving as First Captain, president of his class, captain of the football team, and a "Star Man" in the top five percent of his class academically. A cadet is considered outstanding if he attains one of these positions. Dawkins was the only cadet in history to hold all four at once. He was featured in Life Magazine and Reader's Digest. Even before his graduation, many predicted he would become a general and perhaps even be Army Chief of Staff. Playing as a halfback for head football coach Earl Blaik, Dawkins won the Heisman Trophy and the Maxwell Award and was a consensus All-America selection in 1958. Dawkins was also an assistant captain for the hockey team. At Oxford, he won three Blues in rugby union and is credited with popularizing the overarm throw (originally called the "Yankee torpedo pass") into the lineout.

[image: Man in West Point Cadet uniform]After being commissioned from the academy and completing his tenure as a Rhodes Scholar, Dawkins finished Infantry School and Ranger School before being posted for duty in the 82nd Airborne Division. He received two Bronze Stars for Valor for his service in Vietnam and held commands in the 7th Infantry Division and 101st Airborne. From 1971 to 1972, Dawkins, while a lieutenant colonel, was the commander of the 1st Battalion 23rd Infantry, 2nd Infantry Division, Camp Hovey, Korea. In addition to being an instructor at the academy, he was a White House Fellow in the 1973–74 class. During that time, he was chosen to work on a task force, charged with changing the U.S. Army into an all-volunteer force. During the mid-1970’s Colonel Dawkins was brigade commander of the 3rd ("Golden Brigade") of the 82nd Airborne Division at Fort Bragg, North Carolina that included the 1st and 2nd 505th and 1/508th battalions. In the late 1970s he was 3rd Brigade Commander (War Eagle Brigade, which included the 1/503, 2/503, and 3/187 Infantry Battalions) of the 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) at Fort Campbell with the rank of colonel. After serving as the Brigade Commander, he became the Chief of Staff for the 101st Airborne Division and was subsequently promoted to brigadier general. In 1966 Dawkins appeared in uniform on the cover of Life Magazine and participated in a segment of the U.S. Army "Big Picture" film series, "A Nation Builds Under Fire." This was a short documentary reviewing United States progress in South Vietnam, narrated by actor John Wayne.
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Retired numbers
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	No.

	Player

	Position

	Career


	24

	Pete Dawkins

	HB

	1956–1958


	35

	Doc Blanchard

	FB

	1944–1946


	41

	Glenn Davis

	HB

	1943–1946


	61

	Joe Steffy

	G

	1945–1947




	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

College Football Hall of Fame
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	Name

	Position

	Years at Army

	Inducted


	Charlie Daly

	QB

	1901–1902

	1951


	Chris Cagle

	HB

	1926–1929

	1954


	Ed Garbisch

	C/OG

	1921–1924

	1954


	Elmer Oliphant

	FB

	1916–1917

	1955


	Glenn Davis

	HB

	1943–1946

	1961


	John McEwan

	C

	1913–1916

	1962


	Doc Blanchard

	FB

	1944–1946

	1964


	Paul Bunker

	HB/OT

	1901–1902

	1969


	Harry Wilson

	HB

	1924

	1973


	Barney Poole

	TE/DE

	
	1974


	Alex Weyand

	OT

	1914–1915

	1974


	Pete Dawkins

	HB

	1956–1958

	1975


	Harvey Jablonsky

	OG

	1931–1933

	1978


	Bud Sprague

	OT

	1926–1927

	1979


	Bill Carpenter

	TE

	1957–1959

	1982


	Arnold Galiffa

	QB

	
	1983


	Doug Kenna

	QB

	1942–1944

	1984


	Don Holleder

	End/QB

	
	1985


	Robin Olds

	T

	
	1985


	Joe Steffy

	OG

	1945–1947

	1987


	John Green

	OG

	1943–1945

	1989


	Frank Merritt

	OT

	1942–1943

	1996


	Bob Anderson

	HB

	1957–1959

	2004


	Arnold Tucker

	QB

	1945–1946

	2008
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National Award winners
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AFCA Coach of the Year

Earl Blaik – 1946

Tom Cahill – 1966

Eddie Robinson Coach of the Year

Tom Cahill – 1966

Bobby Dodd Coach of the Year

Bob Sutton – 1996

George Munger Collegiate Coach of the Year

Jeff Monken – 2018

Vince Lombardi College Football Coach of the Year

Jeff Monken – 2018

President's Award

Jeff Monken – 2018

Buddy Teevens Award

Jeff Monken – 2024

Heisman Trophy + Maxwell Award

Glenn Davis – 1944

Doc Blanchard – 1945

Pete Dawkins – 1958

Outland Trophy

Joe Steffy – 1947

William V. Campbell Trophy

Andrew Rodriguez – 2011

James E. Sullivan Award

Doc Blanchard 1945

Arnold Tucker 1946

Andrew Rodriguez – 2011

Defender of the Nation Award

Andrew King – 2016

Joe Moore Award {Nation’s best Offensive Line}

2024
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Army Consensus All-Americans
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	Player

	Pos

	Yrs

	
	Player

	Pos

	Yrs


	Charles Romeyn

	B

	1898

	
	Red Cagle

	B

	1927, 1928, 1929


	William Smith

	E

	1900

	
	Milt Summerfelt

	L

	1932


	Charles Daly

	B

	1901

	
	Casimir Myslinski

	L

	1943


	Paul Bunker

	L

	1901, 1902

	
	Doc Blanchard

	B

	1944, 1945, 1946


	Robert Boyers

	L

	1902

	
	Glenn Davis

	B

	1944, 1945, 1946


	Arthur Tipton

	L

	1904

	
	Tex Coulter

	L

	1945


	Henry Torney

	B

	1904, 1905

	
	John Green

	L

	1945


	William Erwin

	L

	1907

	
	Hank Foldberg

	E

	1946


	Leland Devore

	L

	1911

	
	Joe Steffy

	L

	1947


	Louis Merrillat

	E

	1913

	
	Arnold Galiffa

	B

	1949


	John McEwan

	L

	1914

	
	Dan Foldberg

	E

	1950


	Elmer Oliphant

	B

	1916, 1917

	
	Bob Anderson

	B

	1957


	Ed Garbisch

	L

	1922

	
	Pete Dawkins

	B

	1958


	Bud Sprague

	L

	1926

	
	Bill Carpenter

	E

	1959
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Bowl Games {9-3}
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	12/27/2025

	ARMY

	vs

	CONNECTICUT

	41

	16

	W

	Fenway Bowl


	12/28/2024

	#22 ARMY {12-2}

	vs

	LOUISIANA TECH

	27

	6

	W

	Independence Bowl


	12/22/2021

	ARMY (8-4)

	vs

	MISSOURI

	24

	22

	W

	Armed Forces Bowl


	12/31/2020

	ARMY (9-2)

	vs

	WEST VIRGINIA (5-4)

	21

	24

	L

	Liberty Bowl


	12/22/2018

	#22 ARMY (11-2)

	vs

	HOUSTON (8-5)

	70

	14

	W

	Armed Forces Bowl


	12/23/2017

	ARMY (9-3)

	vs

	SAN DIEGO STATE (10-2)

	42

	35

	W

	Armed Forces Bowl


	12/27/2016

	ARMY (8-5)

	vs

	NORTH TEXAS (5-8)

	38

	31

	W

	Heart of Dallas Bowl


	12/30/2010

	ARMY (7-6)

	vs

	SMU (7-7)

	16

	14

	W

	Armed Forces Bowl


	12/31/1996

	#24 ARMY (10-2)

	vs

	AUBURN (8-4)

	29

	32

	L

	Independence Bowl


	12/24/1988

	ARMY (9-3)

	vs

	#20 ALABAMA (9-3)

	28

	29

	L

	Sun Bowl


	12/31/1985

	ARMY (9-3)

	vs

	ILLINOIS (6-5-1)

	31

	29

	W

	Peach Bowl


	12/22/1984

	ARMY (8-3-1)

	vs

	MICHIGAN STATE (6-6)

	10

	6

	W

	Cherry Bowl
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Stadiums
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[image: The Plain from Jefferson Hall, Oct 2008.JPG]The Plain {1890-1923} 

Army played on the field known as the “The Plain” until Michie Stadium was built and opened in 1924. The Plain is the parade field at the United States Military Academy at West Point, New York. The flat terrain of the Plain contrasts with the varied and hilly terrain of the remainder of the campus. The Plain rises approximately 150 feet (45 m) above the Hudson River and has been the site of the longest continually occupied U.S. Army garrison in America since 1778. In its early years, the entire academy was located on the Plain and it was used for varying activities ranging from drill and mounted cavalry maneuvers to an encampment site for summer training to a sports venue. Currently, the Plain refers to just the parade field where cadets perform ceremonial parades.

[image: Blaik Field at Michie Stadium]Michie Stadium {1924-present} 

The home field for the Army Black Knights, it opened 97 years ago in 1924 and has a current seating capacity of 38,000. The stadium sits at the upper portion of campus, directly west of Lusk Reservoir. The field is at an elevation of 335 feet above sea level and runs in the traditional north–south configuration, with the press box above the west sideline. Due to the view offered by its location overlooking the Hudson River and the Neo-Gothic architecture of the campus below, it was rated as Sports Illustrated's #3 sports venue of the 20th century.

Michie Stadium is dedicated to the memory of Dennis Michie (1870–1898), who was instrumental in starting the football program while a cadet at the Academy. A member of the Class of 1892, Michie organized, managed, and coached the first football team at West Point in 1890. Six years after graduation, he was killed in Cuba during the Spanish American War. There have been several renovations since the stadium's first game in October 1924, when Army defeated Saint Louis, 17–0.

In 1999, the football field at Michie Stadium was named Blaik Field on September 25, in honor of Earl "Red" Blaik, the head coach at West Point from 1941 to 1958. Blaik led Army to three consecutive national titles from 1944 to 1946.
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Rivalries
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Air Force

Air Force and Army meet annually and vie for the Commander-in-Chief's Trophy. The Commander-in-Chief's Trophy is awarded to each season's winner of the American college football series among the teams of the U.S. Military Academy, the U.S. Naval Academy, and the U.S. Air Force Academy. The Navy–Air Force game is normally played on the first Saturday in October, the Army–Air Force game on the first Saturday in November, and the Army–Navy Game on the second Saturday in December. In the event of a tie, the award is shared, but the previous winner retains physical possession of the trophy. Through 2020, the Air Force Falcons hold the most trophy victories with 20. The Navy Midshipmen have won 16. The current winners, the Army Black Knights, trail with 9. The trophy has been shared on four occasions, most recently in 1993. Air Force first played Army in 1959 and Navy in 1960; prior to 1972, Air Force met Army in odd years and Navy in even years (and neither in 1961, 1962, 1964). The Commander-in-Chief's trophy was the brainchild of Air Force General George B. Simler, a former Air Force Academy athletic director who envisioned the trophy to create an annual series of football games for the Air Force Academy against the Military Academy and the Naval Academy. First awarded in 1972 by President Richard Nixon, the trophy itself is jointly sponsored by the alumni associations of the three academies. The trophy is named for the U.S. President, who is the Commander-in-Chief of all U.S. military services under the U.S. Constitution. The President has personally awarded the trophy on several occasions. During the 1980s, for instance, President Ronald Reagan presented the award in an annual White House ceremony. In 1996, President Bill Clinton presented the trophy to the Army team at Veterans Stadium after the Army–Navy Game. From 2003 to 2007, President George W. Bush presented the trophy to Navy teams at ceremonies in the White House.

Notre Dame

[image: ]The Army–Notre Dame football rivalry is between the Army Black Knights football team of the United States Military Academy and Notre Dame Fighting Irish. The rivalry dates to 1913, when both teams were among the top college football programs in the United States.

The first Army–Notre Dame game in 1913 is generally regarded as the game that established the national reputation of the Fighting Irish.  In that game, Notre Dame revolutionized the forward pass in a stunning 35–13 victory.  For years it was "The Game" on Notre Dame's schedule, played at Yankee Stadium in New York.  During the 1940s, the rivalry with the Army Black Knights reached its zenith. This was because both teams were extremely successful and met several times in key games (including one of the Games of the Century, a scoreless tie in the 1946 Army vs. Notre Dame Football game). In 1944, the Black Knights administered the worst defeat in Notre Dame Football history, crushing the Fighting Irish, 59–0. The following year, it was more of the same, a 48–0 blitzkrieg. After meeting every year since 1919, the series went on a ten-year hiatus starting in 1947 and lasting until 1957. The game was played in South Bend for the first time and the Fighting Irish won 27–7. Since then, there have been infrequent meetings over the past several decades, with Army's last win coming in 1958. Like Navy, due to the small capacity of Army's Michie Stadium, the Black Knights would play their home games at a neutral site, which for several years was Yankee Stadium and before that, the Polo Grounds. In 1957, the game was played in Philadelphia's Municipal (later John F. Kennedy Memorial) Stadium while in 1965, the teams met at Shea Stadium in New York. They last met at the old Yankee Stadium in 1969. The 1973 contest was played at West Point with the Fighting Irish prevailing, 62–3. In more recent times, games in which Army was the host have been played at Giants Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey. Notre Dame leads the series 40–8–4 through the 2024 season.

Navy

[image: ]The Army–Navy game is one of the most traditional and enduring rivalries in college football. It has been frequently attended by sitting U.S. presidents.  The game has been nationally televised each year since 1945 on either ABC, CBS or NBC. CBS has televised the game since 1996 and has the rights to the broadcast through 2018.  Instant replay made its American debut in the 1963 Army–Navy game.  Since 2009, the game has been held the Saturday following FBS conference championship weekend.  The game has been held in multiple locations, but outside the 1926 game in Chicago and 1983 game in Pasadena, California, it has been along the East Coast, most frequently in Philadelphia, followed by the New York City area and Baltimore. The series has been marked by several periods of domination by one team or the other, with Navy's 14 game winning streak from 2002 through 2015 being the longest for either side. Through the 2025 meeting, Navy leads the series 64–54–7. 

The Thompson Cup is between the Army West Point Black Knights of the United States Military Academy (USMA) at West Point, New York, and the Navy Midshipmen from the United States Naval Academy (USNA) at Annapolis, Maryland. The Black Knights (formerly the "Army Cadets" and "Army Black Knights") and Midshipmen each represent their service's oldest officer commissioning sources. As such, the game has come to embody the spirit of the inter service rivalry of the United States Armed Forces. The game marks the end of the college football regular season and the third and final game of the season's Commander-in-Chief's Trophy series, which also includes the Air Force Falcons of the United States Air Force Academy (USAFA) near Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Series history - Army and Navy first met on the football field on November 29, 1890. The series has been renewed annually since 1899, except for 1909, 1917, 1918 and 1929. It has been held at several locations throughout its history, including Baltimore and New York City, but has most frequently been played in Philadelphia, roughly equidistant from the two academies. Historically played on the Saturday after Thanksgiving (a date on which most other major college football teams end their regular seasons), the game is now played on the second Saturday in December and is traditionally the last game of the season for both teams and the last regular-season game played in College football. With the permanent expansion of the regular season to 12 games starting in 2006, several conference championship games joined the Army–Navy Game on its then-current date of the first weekend of December. In 2009, the game was moved from the first Saturday in December to the second Saturday; this means that it no longer conflicts with conference championship games and once again is the last non-bowl contest in college football.  This game has inter-service "bragging rights" at stake. For much of the first half of the 20th century, both Army and Navy were often national powers, and the game occasionally had national championship implications. However, as the level of play in college football improved nationally and became fueled by prospects of playing in the National Football League (NFL), the high academic entrance requirements, height and weight limits, and the five-year military commitment required has reduced the overall competitiveness of both academies. Since 1963, only the 1996, 2010, and 2016 games have seen both teams enter with winning records. Nonetheless, the game is considered a college football institution. It has aired nationally on radio since the late 1920s and has been nationally televised every year since 1945. The tradition associated with the game assures that it remains nationally broadcast to this day.  Arguably, one of the reasons this game has maintained its appeal is that the players are playing solely for the love of the game. Most players are required to fulfill a post-graduation active duty military commitment and, by the time this ends, many players are deemed too old to consider playing competitively again. Nevertheless, some participants in the Army–Navy Game have gone on to professional football careers. Quarterback Roger Staubach (Navy, 1965) went on to a Hall of Fame career with the Dallas Cowboys that included starting at quarterback in two Super Bowls including being named the Most Valuable Player of Super Bowl VI. Wide receiver and Return Specialist Phil McConkey (Navy, 1979) was a popular player on the New York Giants squad that won Super Bowl XXI. Running back Napoleon McCallum (Navy, 1985) was able to complete his commitment to the Navy and play for the then-Los Angeles Raiders in 1986. After satisfying his Navy commitment, he joined the Raiders full-time.  

The game is especially emotional for the seniors, called "first classmen" by both academies, since it is typically the last competitive regular season football game they will ever play (though they sometimes play in a subsequent bowl game). During wartime the game is even more emotional, as some seniors will make the ultimate sacrifice once they are deployed. Recognition of those who share the uniform and are deployed overseas is an important part of the day.  At the end of the game, both teams alma maters are played and sung. The winning team stands alongside the losing team and faces the losing academy's students; then the losing team accompanies the winning team, facing their students.  This is done in a show of mutual respect and solidarity. Since the winning team's alma mater is always played last, the phrase "to sing second" has become synonymous with winning the rivalry game.  The rivalry between Annapolis and West Point, while friendly, is intense. Even the mascots (the Navy Goat and Army Mule) have been known to play pranks on each other. The cadets live and breathe the phrase "Beat Navy!" while for midshipmen the opposite phrase, "Beat Army!" is ingrained. They have become a symbol of competitiveness, not just in the Army–Navy Game, but in the service of their country, and are often used at the close of (informal) letters by graduates of both academies. A long-standing tradition at the Army-Navy football game is to conduct a formal "prisoner exchange" as part of the pre-game activities. The prisoners are the cadets and midshipmen currently spending the semester studying at the sister academy. After the exchange, students have a brief reprieve to enjoy the game with their comrades.

The game is the last of three contests in the annual Commander-in-Chief's Trophy series, awarded to each season's winner of the triangular series between Army, Navy, and Air Force since 1972. In years when Navy and Army have each beaten Air Force before the Army-Navy Game (1972, 1977, 1978, 1996, 2005 & 2012) the Army-Navy game has also determined whether Army or Navy would win this trophy. In years when Air Force has split its two games, the Army-Navy game determines whether the trophy is shared or won outright by the winner of the game.  The rivalries Army and Navy have with Air Force are much less intense than the Army–Navy rivalry, primarily due to the relative youth of the USAFA, established in 1954, and the physical distance between the USAFA and the other two schools. The Army–Air Force and Navy–Air Force games are usually played at the academies' regular home fields, although on occasion they have been held at a neutral field.  Navy won 14 Army-Navy games in a row from 2002 to 2015, the longest winning streak in the history of the series.  On December 10, 2016, Army snapped its 14 game losing streak against Navy with a 21–17 victory.

Traditionally, the game is played in Philadelphia, due to the historic nature of the city and the fact that it is approximately halfway between West Point and Annapolis. Additionally, Philadelphia has always had a stadium large enough to accommodate the crowds. Philadelphia's John F. Kennedy Stadium (JFK) hosted the game from 1936 to 1979 (except for three years in World War II) – more than any other venue in the history of the series. It even hosted the game for several years after the 1971 construction of nearby Veterans Stadium, which finally became the game's host in 1980. The Pennsylvania Railroad and its successors offered game-day service to all Army–Navy games (except several during WWII) at John F. Kennedy Stadium, using a sprawling temporary station constructed each year on the railroad's nearby Greenwich freight yard. The service, with 40-odd trains serving as many as 30,000 attendees, was the single largest concentrated passenger rail movement in the country.  Franklin Field, on the campus of the University of Pennsylvania, hosted the game in the early twentieth century before it was moved to JFK. New York's Polo Grounds holds the record for most games hosted outside of Philadelphia, even though the last time it hosted one was 1925. The city of Baltimore has hosted several games throughout the history of the series as well, even though Baltimore is closer to Annapolis.  The Rose Bowl is the only site west of the Mississippi River to host the Army–Navy game; it did so in 1983. The city of Pasadena, California, paid for the travel expenses of all the students and supporters of both academies – 9,437 in all.  A substitute, however, for Bill XXII – the Navy mascot – and four rented Army mules were brought in.  The attendance was 81,000.  The game was held at the Rose Bowl that year because there are many military installations and servicemen and women, along with many retired military personnel, on the West Coast.  The game has been held one other time in a non-East Coast venue, at Chicago's Soldier Field, which played host to the 1926 game.

Currently the game is played primarily at Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia, the home of the Philadelphia Eagles. Since the 1980s, the game has been held roughly once every three or four years at a site other than Philadelphia. These sites have included Giants Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey (replaced in 2010 by MetLife Stadium, which has yet to host the game), M&T Bank Stadium in Baltimore and FedEx Field in Landover, Maryland. These are still considered neutral site games but provide locations that are closer to one academy or the other.

Historical facts of the Army-Navy game

The first Army-Navy game occurred in 1890 when Army Cadet Dennis Mahan Michie agreed to play the Naval Academy after the Midshipmen issued the challenge. The Army team was new, and the game was played at West Point with Navy blanking Army 24-0.  Three years later, Navy defeated Army at Annapolis and a post-game argument between a Navy rear admiral and an Army brigadier general almost ended in a duel. President Grover Cleveland called a cabinet meeting that resulted in the Secretary of the Navy and the Secretary of War declaring that each team was restricted from playing one another at home and may not play each other.  In fact, a Navy Midshipman wore what is regarded by many as the first ever football helmet the same game that almost resulted in a duel. His name was Joseph Mason Reeves, and he went on to become an admiral and a major lead of the Navy's aircraft carrier fleet. He had been advised by a Navy doctor that any further trauma to his head would result in "instant insanity" or even death. He asked a local shoemaker to make him a helmet out of leather and the football helmet was born.


  The Army and Navy have faced off a total of 116 times. To date, Navy has 60 wins, and the Army has 49. There have been seven ties.
  Cadets and midshipmen played the first Army-Navy football game on Nov. 29, 1890 on "The Plain" at West Point. Navy had been playing organized football since 1879 and defeated the newly established Army team, 24-0.


  The 271 members of the Corps of Cadets each contributed 52 cents to pay half of the Navy's traveling costs for the 1890 game.


  Although today we know the game as an annual tradition (and it has been such since 1930), there have been 10 times when the Army-Navy game was not played. It's said that the longest interruption, which lasted from 1894 to 1898, came about after an argument between an Army general and a Navy admiral almost resulted in a duel following the 1893 game.  The game also wasn't played in 1909. That year, Army canceled its remaining games after Cadet Eugene Byrne died from an injury sustained in an October game against Harvard.  Twice during World War I, in 1917 and 1918, games were canceled on orders from the War Department. And in 1928 and 1929, the academies could not reconcile player eligibility standards.


  On Nov. 27, 1926, the game was held in Chicago for the formal dedication of Soldier Field in honor of the American servicemen who had fought in World War I.


  Going into both the 1944 and 1945 games, Army and Navy were ranked #1 and #2, respectively. Army won both games.


  The tradition of mules as mascots for Army dates to 1899, when a quartermaster officer decided the team needed a mascot to counter the Navy goat and chose a white mule used to pull an ice wagon.  However, the first "official" mule was a former U.S. Army pack mule named "Mr. Jackson" that arrived at West Point in 1936. Since Mr. Jackson, there have been 17 "official" Army mules.  "Buckshot," the only female of the bunch, arrived at West Point in 1964, a gift from the Air Force Academy. Today, three mules serve as Army mascots: Raider, Ranger II and General Scott.


  Instant replay made its American debut in the 1963 Army-Navy game.


  A 1973 episode of "M*A*S*H" referenced a fictional Army-Navy game that ended 42-36 Navy. To this day, no Army-Navy game has ended with that score. The radio announcer in the episode says the game is the 53rd Army-Navy game. That game was played in 1952; Navy won, 7-0. 


  The Rose Bowl is the only site west of the Mississippi River to host the Army-Navy game—it did so in 1983.  Only six Army-Navy games have been held on the campus of either academy. Two of those games were during World War II, one in 1942 and the other in 1943.


  New York's Polo Grounds holds the record for the most games hosted outside of Philadelphia, although the last game played there was in the 1920s.


  Following each game, players sing both teams' alma maters. The winning team joins the losing team and sings facing the losing team's students. Then the losing team joins the victors on their side of the field and sings the winner's alma mater to its students. This act is a show of mutual respect and solidarity.
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​Legendary Coaches
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Charles Dudley Daly

[image: Charles Dudley Daly close shot (American Football book).jpg]Daly was the head football coach at West Point from 1913 to 1916 and again from 1919 to 1922. Known as the "Godfather of West Point Football", he was coach to Dwight Eisenhower, Omar Bradley, Joseph Stilwell, Matthew Ridgway, James Van Fleet, George S. Patton and other American military luminaries of the 20th century. In 1921 he founded the American Football Coaches Association. He retired from coaching in 1925 after serving one season as an assistant coach at Harvard while on military assignment there. He played college football as a quarterback at Harvard University and the United States Military Academy and served as the head football coach at the latter from 1913 to 1916 and 1919 to 1922, compiling a career record of 58–13–3. Daly was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame as a player in 1951. In 1901, he led Army to an 11 to 5 victory over Navy. In that game he had a 95 yard kickoff return and kicked a field goal and converted one extra point. That same season he kicked a 50 yard field goal in a game against Yale. Army's only loss in 1901 came against Daly old team, Harvard, when Daly's successor as team captain, Robert Kernan, stiff-armed him en route to the game-winning touchdown. Daly was once again named to the All-American team in 1901. Daly graduated from West Point in 1905 and received the rank of 2nd Lieutenant.

Head coaching record


	Year

	Team

	Overall


	1913

	Army

	8–1


	1914

	Army

	9–0


	1915

	Army

	5–3–1


	1916

	Army

	9–0


	1919

	Army

	6–3


	1920

	Army

	7–2


	1921

	Army

	6–4


	1922

	Army

	8–0–2


	Army:

	58–13–3




[image: Earl Blaik head coach at West Point, 1945.jpg]Earl Henry “Red” Blaik 

	Year

	Team

	
Overall


	Coaches Poll

	AP Poll


	1941

	Army

	
5–3–1


	
	

	1942

	Army

	
6–3


	
	

	1943

	Army

	
7–2–1


	
	11


	1944

	Army

	
9–0


	
	1


	1945

	Army

	
9–0


	
	1


	1946

	Army

	
9–0–1


	
	2


	1947

	Army

	
5–2–2


	
	11


	1948

	Army

	
8–0–1


	
	6


	1949

	Army

	
9–0


	
	4


	1950

	Army

	
8–1


	5

	2


	1951

	Army

	
2–7


	
	

	1952

	Army

	
4–4–1


	
	

	1953

	Army

	
7–1–1


	16

	14


	1954

	Army

	
7–2


	7

	7


	1955

	Army

	
6–3


	15

	20


	1956

	Army

	
5–3–1


	
	

	1957

	Army

	
7–2


	13

	18


	1958

	Army

	
8–0–1


	3

	3


	Army:

	
	
121–33–10


	
	


Earl "Red" Blaik served as the head football coach at Dartmouth College from 1934 to 1940 and at the United States Military Academy from 1941 to 1958, compiling a career college football record of 166–48–14. His Army football teams won three consecutive national championships in 1944, 1945 and 1946. Blaik was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame as a coach in 1964. In 1941, Blaik was tapped to be head football coach for the United States Military Academy. Army had suffered two consecutive losing seasons in 1939 and 1940, the first since 1906, and dropped its requirements for its coach to be a serving graduate and that all players meet restrictive height-to-weight limitations. The latter was a condition Blaik made as a requirement for him to accept the position, believing Army to be severely handicapped in the size of its linemen. The United States Naval Academy did not have the same restrictions, and the Army surgeon general was persuaded to drop the requirement for football players.

At West Point, Blaik coached for 18 seasons compiling a 121–32–10 record. Blaik's Army teams had a 32 game unbeaten streak from 1944 to 1947, won consecutive national titles in 1944 and 1945, and finished second in the nation in 1946 with their record blemished only by a scoreless tie with rival Notre Dame at Yankee Stadium. In 1946, Blaik was selected as the AFCA Coach of the Year. In 1948, he became one of the first college coaches to implement a two-platoon system, using players strictly for offense or defense. Blaik was also one of the first coaches to analyze the game play-by play, charting a team’s tendencies on every down with the use of game film. During his tenure at West Point, Blaik coached three Heisman trophy winners, Doc Blanchard in 1945, Glenn Davis in 1946 and Pete Dawkins in 1958, as well as a total of 11 Hall of Fame players. Twenty of his former assistant coaches became head coaches in their own right: Paul Amen, George Blackburn, Chief Boston, Eddie Crowder, Paul Dietzel, Bobby Dobbs, Sid Gillman, Jack Green, Andy Gustafson, Dale Hall, Tom Harp, Herman Hickman, Stu Holcomb, Frank Lauterbur, Vince Lombardi, John Sauer, Richard Voris, Murray Warmath, Bob Woodruff, and Bill Yeoman. Legendary fighter pilot Colonel Robin Olds also served as an assistant coach to Blaik. Dietzel, while at LSU, and Murray Warmath, while at Minnesota, won national championships as head coaches. Gillman, while head coach of the San Diego Chargers won an AFL championship. Lombardi, as head coach of the Green Bay Packers, won five NFL titles and the first two Super Bowls. During Blaik's tenure, the Army team adopted the nicknames "Black Knights" and "Black Knights of the Hudson", which has now come to refer to all intercollegiate athletic teams at West Point. Among his West Point players, Blaik was known for being a stern and disciplined coach. They nicknamed him "The Colonel."
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In the Academy's first season fielding a team in intercollegiate football, the Cadets compiled a 0–1 record. Football began being played at the Academy in 1889, but only one inter-class match game was played that year. During the 1890 season, the Cadets played only one game, on the West Point grounds, losing to the Navy Midshipmen by a 24 to 0 score in the inaugural Army–Navy Game. A week before the game, The New York Times reported that the planned match "is beginning to assume almost national proportions." During the game, Army's quarterback Kirby Walker was knocked out of the game four times, the last time being carried off the field and to the hospital in an unconscious state. After the victory, Navy cadets in Annapolis "fired twenty-four great guns, and then paraded the streets with horns." 


Dennis Michie


A 20-year-old Army player, Dennis Michie, was the captain of the 1890 Army football team, though he is sometimes listed as the team's head coach. Michie was the lightest player on the team at 142 pounds. Michie was killed in 1898 during the Spanish American War. Army's home football stadium, Michie Stadium, was dedicated in his honor when it opened in 1924. No Army Cadets were honored on the 1890 College Football All-America Team.

Home games were played at The Plain


	11/29/1890

	ARMY

	vs

	NAVY

	0

	24

	L


	Coach: Dennis Michie

	
	
	Season Record >>

	0

	24

	0-1




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

NAVY

[image: Army Navy Games 1890 to Present | For What They Gave on Saturday Afternoon]The Midshipmen arrived by special ferry on game day. Looking for a mascot, the Navy players spotted
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