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​Kind Heart and a Bucket of Honey
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One morning, Tembo the Elephant went deep into the forest to collect honey from wild beehives. He wanted to take it as a gift to his in-laws who lived in another village.
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Tembo reaches into the wild beehive, filling his basket with golden honey — a treasured gift for his in-laws.

He filled the basket with golden, sweet honey, tied it securely to his back, and began the long journey home.
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Basket loaded, Tembo sets off through the forest toward the river — and home.

As he approached a wide, rushing river, he saw a little hare standing on the bank.
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The little Hare bows politely at the riverbank, begging for a ride across the rushing water.


"Big Brother Elephant," the hare said, bowing politely, "please help me cross the river. I'm small and the current is too strong for me."


Tembo hesitated for a moment. He looked at the bucket of honey on his back. But he was a kind-hearted fellow and didn't want to leave the little hare stranded.


"Climb on my back," Tembo said. "I will carry you across."

"Thank you, Big Brother!" the hare cheered, and jumped up.
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​A Sweet Trick
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As they crossed the river, Hare sat high on Tembo's back. That's when he noticed the bucket.
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Hare rides high on the honey basket, eyes gleaming as he spies Tembo's precious cargo.


"Mmm... honey!" the hare whispered. "And my stomach is rumbling..."


Since Tembo was too big to see what Hare was doing, Hare reached into the basket and ate the honey — spoonful by spoonful — until it was all gone!
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Behind Tembo's back, Hare helps himself to every last drop of honey — spoonful by greedy spoonful.

Then, to cover his tracks, Hare came up with another trick.


"Big Brother," he said sweetly, "can you find me some nice stones to play with?"

"Of course," said Elephant


Tembo used his trunk to dig up shiny pebbles from the riverbed. Hare tossed the stones into the now-empty basket, pretending to play.


"More stones, please!" he giggled.


Tembo smiled and collected more, not knowing the basket was now packed with nothing but stones. When they reached the far bank, Hare quickly jumped off and scurried away without a word of thanks.
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