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Preface: About This Study Guide

My hope in writing this Study Guide is to provide you with resources to further the discussion of the book Money, Sex & Power. Although I trust it will be helpful, I want to emphasize that it is only supplemental and not intended to replace a serious reading of the book itself. Each chapter begins with five brief Readings. This will give you the opportunity to sample, however briefly, the wealth of writings we have at our disposal. Many faithful Christian leaders over the centuries have written thoughtfully on these most contemporary of issues. Each reading should stimulate profitable discussion.

The Daily Scripture Readings allow you to meditate on the chapter topic in light of the biblical witness. Many other passages could be added, and you may want to develop a biblical study of your own on one of the topics that interests you.

The Study Questions are meant to stimulate thought and discussion. The many issues raised in Money, Sex & Power are vitally important and exceedingly difficult. I would be genuinely surprised (and concerned) if those issues did not stimulate lively debate. If the questions can help sharpen that debate, they have served their purpose.

The object of the “Creative Serendipities” is to encourage movement from discussion about the topic to experience of the topic. “Head” religion is not enough—we must learn to descend with the head into the heart. The serendipities are best experienced in a group but can be done individually. If the suggestions that I have made do not fit your context, you can easily develop serendipities of your own.

A word needs to be said about the books listed at the end of each section. I decided that it would be most helpful to provide a listing broad enough to give you some sense of what is in the field. Consequently, the books listed express many different viewpoints, some of them decidedly opposed to the Christian position. For this reason, I have made evaluative statements about the books in the annotations. In every case I have sought to be both honest and kind. Of all people, Christians can most risk interacting with those of differing positions, for we know that the truth is greater than our defense of it.

Richard J. Foster
February 1985
Friends University


Chapter 1 Money, Sex and Power in Christian Perspective

We live in a secular world, but let us look at money, sex, and power from a Christian viewpoint.

READINGS

ON CONTROLLING DESIRE

Whenever a man longs for anything beyond measure immediately he is disturbed within. The proud and the covetous are never at rest. The poor and the humble in spirit live in the fulness of peace.

—Thomas à Kempis*

THE VOCATION OF EVERY MAN AND WOMAN

Biblical poverty, chastity and obedience are the vocation of every man and woman, and they are, I hope I have indicated, our way to authentic humanity. It must be so, as through such a life-style we follow the poor, chaste and obedient Jesus of Nazareth along a path which leads to the ultimate answer to the deepest longings of the hearts of all men and women: resurrection.

—Francis Moloney

ANGER, MONEY AND SEX

During recent years several persons from The Church of the Saviour have worked in various group processes exploring and developing ways of working creatively with three vital areas of the Inward Journey—anger, money and sex. They have asked, How can we, as Christians, deal with these emotion-laden areas which are so often destructive and restricting to turn them into positive, lifegiving areas of new freedom, love and creative energy for healing? … Contemporizing the old monastic vows of Poverty, Chastity and Obedience for each of us is indeed life-giving and freeing.

—Donald D. McClanen

A TRULY SUPERNATURAL SELF-DENIAL

But the Holy Spirit also teaches the difference between asceticism and sacrifice, and shows us that for a Christian asceticism is not enough. Asceticism is content systematically to mortify and control our nature. Sacrifice does something more: it offers our nature and all its faculties to God. A self-denial that is truly supernatural must aspire to offer God what we have renounced ourselves.

—Thomas Merton

A PRAYERFUL LIFE

The pursuit of a prayerful life of simple love and discipleship sets us in isolation from and opposition to the mainstream, mammon-directed culture in which we live. We become deserters from technocracy, disaffiliating ourselves from its power, rejecting its false values. To pray is to drop out in the most profound and positive sense.

—Kenneth Leech

DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS

Sunday:   An Unholy Trinity / 1 John 2:15–17

Monday:   The Destructive Potential of Money / 1 Timothy 6:6–10

Tuesday:   The Constructive Potential of Money / Acts 4:32–37

Wednesday:   The Destructive Potential of Sex / Galatians 5:19–21

Thursday:   The Constructive Potential of Sex / Genesis 2:23–25

Friday:   The Destructive Potential of Power / Acts 8:9–24

Saturday:   The Constructive Potential of Power / Acts 1:6–8

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. Has the Church today given adequate, or inadequate, instruction on the issues of money, sex, and power? Are there historical factors that account for this?

2. Historically, the interrelatedness of money, sex, and power is easy to see. Have you observed this phenomenon in your world—that is, business, school, and so on?

3. In a recent television talk show with Marshall Loeb (managing editor of Money magazine) and Dr. Joyce Brothers (well-known psychologist), it was suggested that sex was the issue of the 1960s and 70s, money is the issue of the 80s, and power will be the issue of the 90s. What do you think?

4. I write, “Historically it seems spiritual revivals have been accompanied by a clear, bold response to the issues of money, sex, and power.” What do you think? What implications for the Church today flow from such an idea?

5. I suggest that the social dimensions of money, sex, and power are business, marriage, and government. See if you or your group can come up with three action steps for each category that would bring these areas of life more fully into obedience to the way of Christ.

6. Of the monastic vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience, which do you think is the most defensible biblically? The least?

7. I write that the monastics “renounced possessions in order to learn detachment. They renounced marriage in order to learn vacancy. They renounced power in order to learn service.” What are some ways that those of us who have not taken the monastic vows can learn about detachment, vacancy, and service?

8. What did you like in the Puritan emphasis upon industry, faithfulness, and order? What did you dislike?

9. The monastic movement and the Puritan movement are two groups that have worked on the money-sex-power issue. What are some other groups? What contribution did they make?

10. Given the church and world scene today, do you think it is important to have a new articulation of Christian “vows"? What practical difference could such a concept make in your church?

CREATIVE SERENDIPITIES

SERENDIPITY #1

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me” (Ps. 51:10, KJV).

Have someone read Psalm 51 out loud. (This psalm is David’s cry of repentance over his affair with Bathsheba.)

Now silently, inwardly picture a hallway with three doors that open into three rooms in your life. The doorsare labeled, respectively; money, sex, power. You invite Jesus Christ to enter each room and in his loving way to show you things that need to be confessed. You readily confess them, for you sense his greater readiness to forgive them, each one.

Do not rush the process. Rather, be still and quiet until you have dealt with each item. If this is being done in a group, allow for a full fifteen to twenty minutes to pass in complete silence. Conclude with the strong words of 1 John 1:9 spoken out loud: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

SERENDIPITY #2

“Lift up your hands to the holy place, and bless the Lord!” (Ps. 134:2). Read Psalm 134 out loud; if you are in a group, read it in unison.

Now lift your hands and bless God. Thank him! Praise him! Rejoice in his goodness! Remember, he has made heaven and earth, and what he has made is good.

Thank him, bless him for money:

—money to provide food, shelter, clothing

   —money to bless the poor and needy

      —money to extend his kingdom upon the earth

Thank him, bless him for sex:

  —for your faithful marriage partner

    —for intimacy and tenderness

      —for a sexuality that helps define who we are

Thank him, bless him for power:

—power to turn away from the dangerous network of domination and manipulation of our dark world

      —power to love and serve

          —power to heal and help

Whether alone or in a group, close by singing:


All hail the power of Jesus’ name!
Let angels prostrate fall;

Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him Lord of all

Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him Lord of all!



BOOKS ON GENERAL BACKGROUND

The books in this section are organized into the following categories:


The Devotional Masters

The Monastic Vows

Puritan Thought

Contemporary Analysis



THE DEVOTIONAL MASTERS

Arnold, Eberhard, ed. The Early Christians: A Sourcebook on the Witness of the Early Church. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House, 1979. (A good collection of passages, mainly from the early church fathers, that would not be available to the average reader. It covers a variety of subjects and does give passages on the subjects of money and power.)

Augustine. The Confessions of Saint Augustine. Trans. by Rex Warner. New York: New American Library of World Literature, 1963. (The classic autobiography by one of the most influencial Christians of all time. Throughout The Confessions considerable attention is given to the questions of money, sex, and power.)

Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. The Cost of Discipleship. New York: Macmillan, 1963. (This book simply cannot be neglected by disciples today. Its influence has been immense; for example, it is the book that gave us the phrase “cheap grace.” His chapter “The Simplicity of the Carefree Life” is worth the entirebook. Read it all, however, for it frames the basis from which a serious response to money, sex, and power can be launched.)

Brother Ugolino di Monte Santa Maria. The Little Flowers of St. Francis. Trans. by Raphael Brown. Garden City, N.Y.: Image Books, 1958. (Delightful stories of the early Franciscans that give numerous insights into their perceptions on money, sex, and power.)

Colliander, Tito. Way of the Ascetics. Trans. by Katharine Ferré. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1960. (This is a good book to introduce modern readers to the Eastern Christian spiritual tradition. It gives counsel in the spiritual life with warmth and common sense. There are specific chapters on money and power.)

Woolman, John. The Journal of John Woolman and A Plea for the Poor. Secaucus, N.J.: Citadel Press, 1972. (Perhaps the most contemporary of the classical spiritual journals because of the issues it faces. Throughout are significant reflections on power and money. It is a book well worth reading.

THE MONASTIC VOWS

Athanasius. The Life of Antony and the Letter to Marcellinus. Trans. by Robert C. Gregg. New York: Paulist Press, 1980. (This biography by Athanasius in the fourth century of his older contemporary, Antony [known as Anthony], quickly gained the status of a classic. It won acclaim, not only among Greek-speaking Christians in the eastern Mediterranean, but also among Latin Christians in Gaul and Italy. One modern scholar noted that by A.D. 400 Antony “was already a hero of the past.” This rather instant notoriety ["instant” by ancient, not contemporary, standards] is largely due to Athanasius’ Vita Antonii. Antony, of course, is known as the father of monasticism, and this engaging story of his life by an admirer and contemporary is an invaluable aid in understanding the monastic response to the money-sex-power issue.)

Fry, Timothy, ed. The Rule of St. Benedict. Collegeville, Minn.: Liturgical Press, 1981. (An excellent history of the Benedictine order, with a new translation of the Rule of St. Benedict and an expanded commentary upon it.)

Holmes, Urban T., III. Spirituality for Ministry. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1982. (Attempts to think through the concepts of poverty, chastity, and obedience outside of a monastic world and within the context of contemporary life. Cumbersome reading but worth the effort.)

Moloney, Francis J. A Life of Promise: Poverty, Chastity, Obedience. Wilmington, Del.: Michael Glazier, 1984. (A modern attempt to think through the meaning of the monastic vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience.)

O’Reilly, James. Lay and Religious States of Life: Their Distinction and Complementarity. Chicago: Franciscan Herald Press, 1976. (A Catholic look at poverty, chastity, and obedience, with a strong emphasis upon making a clear demarcation between lay and religious states of life.)

Williams, H. A. Poverty, Chastity & Obedience: The True Virtues. London: Mitchell Beazley, 1975. (Four addresses given at Cambridge University that attempt to show the value of monastic vows for life today.)

Workman, Herbert B. The Evolution of the Monastic Ideal. London
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