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    I dedicate this book to Sarah Palin (she was MAGA when MAGA wasn't cool!) and the Sarah Palin Earthquake group, who inspired me to speak out and become vocal about politics.
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​Foreword:

​A Texas Conservative's Reflection—Why Dissent Fuels MAGA's Enduring Strength

[image: ]


By Michelle McManus, 64-Year-Old Texas Conservative, Devoted Tea Party Member, and Sarah Palin Supporter.

Long before the rise of social media amplified every voice in the movement, I had committed myself to conservative principles for decades. In 2008, when Sarah Palin joined the Republican ticket, she captured my admiration as a principled leader unafraid to challenge the Washington establishment. Her straightforward approach to fiscal responsibility and limited government resonated deeply with me, a NE Texas resident who had watched federal overreach erode the values that built our nation. By 2009 and 2010, I was actively involved in Tea Party gatherings across the state, advocating for balanced budgets, reduced taxation, and an end to unchecked spending. We met in town squares and community halls, determined to make our representatives answerable. Palin embodied that spirit—independent, resolute, and willing to question orthodoxy, even at personal cost.

I noticed that same determination in Donald J. Trump when he came on the scene in 2016. His "America First" agenda aligned seamlessly with the Tea Party's core tenets: protecting American workers through tariffs, securing our borders, and rejecting the endless foreign entanglements that drained our resources. I exchanged my Palin campaign materials for a MAGA cap and attended rallies in the DFW area, where the energy reminded me of those past experiences. These were the early days of the MAGA movement. Trump turned our anger into action by keeping his promises to put domestic renewal ahead of international adventurism. For many of us, including my circle of longtime friends, he represented the culmination of our efforts—a leader who understood that true conservatism begins at home.

Nevertheless, as we mark October 2025, the expansive tent of the MAGA movement is experiencing a necessary tension, not from external threats, but from internal voices demanding greater fidelity to our founding ideals. This shift became evident to me through everyday engagement with news and social media. I first noticed it in discussions surrounding Candace Owens' pointed critiques of donor influences in foreign policy, delivered with the clarity that initially drew younger conservatives to the cause. Then came Tucker Carlson's incisive interview with Senator Ted Cruz, probing the influence of lobbying groups like AIPAC and questioning why such entities operate without full transparency. Marjorie Taylor Greene, a figure of unyielding determination much like Palin, took a bold stand on X, describing the situation in Gaza as a "genocide" and proposing legislation to reduce aid by $500 million—only to see it defeated in the House by an overwhelming 422-6 margin.

These moments prompted a profound personal reflection. For years, I had viewed support for Israel as a moral imperative, rooted in shared democratic values and historical alliances, much as Palin had articulated during her campaign. However, with the conflict in Gaza extending into its second year—resulting in over 45,000 reported deaths and more than $35 billion in U.S. 

Since October 2023, the rationale for assisting has begun to erode. Why continue funding advanced defense systems abroad while domestic priorities, Issues such as infrastructure in Texas and veteran care nationwide remain under-resourced. Recent surveys underscore this unease: Gallup's July 2025 poll indicated only 32% approval for Israel's military actions in Gaza, a significant decline, with conservatives under 50 expressing 50% unfavorable views, up from previous years. Pew's October data revealed just 35% favorability toward Prime Minister Netanyahu's government, with younger respondents particularly critical of the administration's approach. On X, the conversation reflects this groundswell: One widely shared post declared, "MAGA to Trump: Supporting Israel attacks is a 'middle finger' to voters," drawing from analyses in Responsible Statecraft on escalating tensions with Iran. Another observed, "The House voted 422-6 against MTG’s bill to cut $500M of aid to Israel. The only time American politicians work together is to protect AIPAC."

This introspection led me to recognize that such dissent is not a fracture but an evolution—one that honors the Tea Party's legacy of accountability. Trump's platform explicitly rejected neoconservative interventions, yet subtle pressures from influential lobbies threatened to dilute that vision. It is in this context that figures like Owens, Carlson, Kelly, Musk, Bannon, Rogan, Gaetz, Greene, Paul, Massie, Vance, Lake, and Gabbard emerge not as adversaries but as stewards of the movement. They echo Palin's willingness to stray from convention, ensuring MAGA remains a broad coalition rather than a rigid echo chamber. Even within the administration, voices like JD Vance's measured diplomacy and Tulsi Gabbard's cautions on escalation signal a healthy internal dialogue.

This book serves as a thoughtful exploration of that vitality—the friction that tempers and strengthens. It is not a critique of unwavering supporters but an appreciation for the sacrifices made by those who challenge complacency: professional repercussions, public scrutiny, and political isolation, balanced against tangible advancements like enhanced oversight of aid and a reinvigorated focus on domestic needs. Traverse these chapters as one might a familiar Texas trail—mindful of the landmarks, open to new vistas.

Fellow conservatives, we have invested too much in this cause to settle for conformity. Let's broaden the coalition with the same resoluteness that shaped the Tea Party and motivated Trump. The path forward lies in principled debate, not division.

Michelle McManus

October 21, 2025

NE Texas
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​Introduction:

​The MAGA Split Over Israel Aid—Fracture or the Big-Tent Forge of Trump's America First Legacy?
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October 21, 2025: Two years into the inferno that reignited Gaza, and the airwaves crackle with a rumble that's shaking the MAGA foundations. It's not the thunder of a Trump Truth Social storm—though his latest post, hedging on "fits and starts" toward a ceasefire, nods to the pressure. No, the sound is the grassroots growl: Marjorie Taylor Greene, the unfiltered Georgia insurgent who'd rallied us through January 6 echoes, thundered on X that "Gaza isn't war—it's genocide" and watched her $500 million aid-slash bill crater in a bipartisan 422-6 House smackdown. Matt Gaetz, Trump's Florida flamethrower, piling on: "Bibi's sabotaging the peace Donald built—no more blank checks from a base done with donor dictators." From podcast empires to Senate filibusters, the chorus swells: Candace Owens decrying AIPAC "infiltration" to her 5 million young followers; Tucker Carlson grilling Ted Cruz on unregistered lobbies, racking up 12 million views; and Rand Paul holding the floor against bundled billions for Tel Aviv and Kyiv alike.

And then there's Thomas Massie, the Kentucky contrarian whose "no" votes on every aid package have become the quiet rebellion's rallying cry, auditing the empire one line item at a time. The legacy media eagerly devours the discarded material: Politico headlines scream "The MAGA Evolution: 60-40 Base Divide on Israel Aid," forecasting a Trump term hobble. AIPAC's machine revs, smearing Greene as a "Hamas hillbilly" in viral X takedowns that backfire spectacularly. Neocon dinosaurs like Bill Kristol lament the "isolationist populists" as if Buchanan's ghost hasn't haunted their wet dreams since '92. But peel the hysteria, and you'll find the red-pill reality for every searcher typing "MAGA split over Israel 2025": the current conflict isn't civil war. It's a chrysalis. The big-tent MAGA movement—forged in 2016's populist blaze—is shedding its neoconservative skin, emerging leaner, fiercer, and truer to Trump's "no more endless wars" oath.

MAGA's DNA was never lockstep dogma; it was a defiant coalition. Picture the 2016 coliseum: Blue-collar Democrats were defecting over NAFTA betrayals, evangelical warriors were clutching Bibles against woke blasphemy, and libertarian skeptics were toasting Ron Paul's ghost with craft IPAs. Trump's escalator descent? Trump's rise represents a radical departure from the status quo, with plans to impose tariffs on Beijing, build walls in Rio, and commit to ending the post-9/11 empire that has wasted $8 trillion on regime-change schemes, as reported by Brown University. Foreign policy played a pivotal role: "America First" captivated the war-weary with its promises of drone deals and handshakes over conflict. The Abraham Accords? Masterstroke diplomacy: Jerusalem's embassy is a nod to the faithful. However, the Gaza crisis of 2025—which resulted in 45,000 deaths and over $35 billion in U.S. aid since October 2023—reveals the underlying issues.

Is the MAGA dissent just about Israel? Upon closer examination, the MAGA dissent reveals a populist revulsion against the perpetual grift of neoconservatism: Iraq's WMD mirage bleeding into Afghanistan's $2 trillion Ukraine's $175 billion debt is transforming into an open-ended IOU for Gaza. X threads capture the fury: "In 2025 we gave 22B to Israel, 10B to Ukraine... but can't
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